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‘Little moments from a larger story’
Art professor Jamie
Miles is ready for
ArtPrize competition
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Is that Dr. Housholder with his sunglasses on fire?
Aaron Housholder, along with other
professors and students in strange situations, take part in “The Cataclysmus
Cycle,” a series of photographs in this
year’s ArtPrize competition.The artist,
assistant professor of art Jamie Miles,
will compete in this year’s ArtPrize.
ArtPrize started in April 2009 with a
radical concept: give away the world’s
largest art prize based solely on public vote—sort of an “American Idol”
for commercial art. The subversive
competition, hosted in Grand Rapids, Mich., runs from Sept. 24 to Oct. 12.
Miles completed “The Cataclysmus
Cycle” in 2012. The “Cycle” contains 16
single and composited photographs. “In
both satire and lament, (it) illustrates a
series of sixteen scenes and characters
in the moment just before apocalypse,”
according to the ArtPrize website. “The
images and captions form a very loose
narrative about the the disintegrating
paradigm the characters inhabit.”
Using custom wood and hardware
frames, Miles created a rough storyline both dramatic and melodramatic. A rusty overlay captured from
a water leak in Miles’s basement lends
the photographs a nostalgic and
old-fashioned quality.
“It’s not abstract. It’s narrative.
They’re almost like little stills out of
storybooks or movies, like illustrations,” Miles said. “They’re real people, but I costumed them and found
a location to shoot them on, and I had
props and very careful lighting, a lot

Art professor Jamie Miles will present his art in the Grand Rapids ArtPrize Festival 2014.

like what would happen on a film set.
Little moments from a larger story.”
Despite the apocalyptic themes,
Miles says the work is based more on
the Sermon on the Mount than the
book of Revelation. The Cycle both satirically pokes fun at contemporary
culture and laments it.
“I hope that it draws people to the satirical, that it makes people realize how
ridiculous we can be. Each image has
captions that aren’t so obvious and direct that it leaves the viewer with only
one interpretation,” Miles said. “I hope
that people have some sense of my concerns about contemporary culture.

Miles enlisted fellow professors
and students in his photos, including assistant professor of English Aaron Housholder.
“We met one morning in the field
beside campus—the field they burn
every year,” Housholder recalled of
the shot Miles took of him. “He did
say that he envisioned an apocalyptic
sky, and some flames, and that he really wanted to incorporate the shape
of my head . . . It is probably the coolest picture my head has ever been in.”
Fellow art professor Susan Nace
was also a model for the “Cycle.”
“It is both an honor, and thought

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

provoking to be able to be part of a
colleague’s work,” Nace said.
Miles, whose wife’s family lives in
Grand Rapids, has been a visitor to
the festival since its inception in 2009.
His visit last year ignited the interest
to submit his work.
“I was walking around thinking,
‘You know . . . I could do this! I’m at
least as good as many of the works
that I see here, so what do I have to
lose?’” Miles said.
After a few weeks, Miles finally got
a few offers. “There was this sub shop
that wanted to hang stuff. I would do
Little moments continues on page 2
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Gerig, Swallow and friends are excited for tonight’s show.

A behind-the-scenes look
at the people and acts of
this year’s Airband show.
Lindsay Robinson
Life & Times Co-Editor
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Grab a ticket and nab a seat. Airband’s
theme is Taylor Cinema, but it will not
be your typical night at the movies.
After countless hours of preparation,
the show’s stars are ready to bring
their energetic dances and lip syncing skills to the chapel stage.
“Airband is not an easy activity to put
together or rehearse, so the fact that
my wing literally laughs through the
whole practice about the dance steps
that they can’t get, or about how silly
we feel doing some of the moves, really shows the character of all the girls,”

sophomore Meghan Gamble said.
She will be dancing along with 26
of her wingmates on First East Olson
as they perform “Hannah Montana vs.
Miley Cyrus.”
Along with the other exciting performances, this year’s show boasts three
groups that represent more than one
dorm on campus, one of which is Gerig
and Swallow’s act.
“We are called ‘Gerig, Swallow and
Friends,’” said freshman Grace Foltz. “We
have people from all sorts of dorms, but
we mainly consist of Gerig and Swallow
. . . . It was great for us to make friends
with new people that maybe would have
otherwise never met.”
Residents from Third West Olson
and First Breu will be performing
“Locked Up,” a number literally gone
to the jailbirds.

For the seniors involved in this year’s
senior act “Upside Down,” Airband is
especially meaningful.
“This experience has brought us together incredibly because, instead of
being identified by residence halls or
wings, it is about the immersion of seniors in general,” senior Allie Mahdasian said. “Our best quality is definitely
the all or nothing attitude that our seniors have. We all are definitely ready
to go out with a bang.”
At the end of the night, a panel of 16
judges—four from each class—will evaluate the quality of each performance.
Although First West Wengatz has
won the past three years, that could all
end tonight. The wing’s star choreographer, Steve Moon, graduated last year.
“I’m excited, sad because Steve
graduated and he always put on great
shows, but at the same time, I’m excited because now it’s free range . . . It’s really going to be a toss-up this year,” ICC
President Mark Grisamore predicted.
Even if they don’t win, most of the
performers are just happy to be part
of what is arguably the biggest tradition on campus.

GROCERIES • MEATS • PRODUCE • VIDEO
RENTALS
Helium Balloons!
Greeting Cards!
Housewares!
Gift Cards!
Dollar Deals!
Postage Stamps!
General Merchandise!

“I have not been in Airband before,
but I have auditioned each year so I
am very thrilled to be a part of it this
year,” junior and Airband group leader
Kathryn Brenner said.
If you haven’t bought your ticket yet,
don’t worry. Tickets will be sold at the
door. There will be two performances
today, with the first one starting at 6:30
p.m. and the other starting at 9 p.m.
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Albert Harrison makes an appearance.
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“The garden is an entryway into learning about
the broader issues.”
Taylor is growing green

September 26, 2014

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Holder resigns

Sierra Leone widens ebola quarantine

cnn.com

‘Little moments’ continued from page 1

that rather than not get in at all,” Miles
admitted. “I wanted to hold out and
see if I get a thing more gallery worthy.”
Eventually, PaLatt Coffee and Art, a
cozy coffee shop on 150 Fulton Street
in Grand Rapids, accepted his work.
With quite a bit of art space and an
open gallery accessible all year long,
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Police chief issues apology over
slain black teen in Missouri
reuters.com

Syrian rebel groups unite to fight ISIL

bbc.co.uk

Prices at the pump head below $3 in
much of nation
ap.org

Miles’s photographs will hang alongside 18 other entries.
For three weeks, Grand Rapids is
transformed into a “bazaar of art,”
drawing visitors from all over the
world. Nearly 1,600 artists were accepted this year to compete for the
$200,000 main prize.
Miles work has migrated from the

basement of Metcalf to the big time display. With an increase in publicity comes
the ability to speak to a wider audience.
“For most art pieces today, you have
to develop a response to it. You may
not have an immediate love or hatred, but you grow into it,” Miles explained. “If you’re walking through a
gallery, you may not have the time to

bring yourself up to where that artwork is. At ArtPrize, you have one
long day and you get very saturated. I just wanted these pieces to be
more accessible.”
Miles wants his photographs to be
“visually salty.” Not sugary or bland,
but something to savor.
“I love artwork that gives me a

payoff,” Miles said. “I love to walk
into a gallery room and immediately
be blown away by the work.”
Blessed with wonderful models, a
rich theme to work with and tremendous support, Miles proudly represents
Taylor with his work at ArtPrize.
For more information, visit artprize.
org.

cnn.com

Taylor is growing green
Campus garden rooted
in education
Ellen Hershberger
Contributor

Some know it by sight as they walk
to Randall. Others have stuck their
hands in its dirt to pull weeds as volunteers during Community Plunge.
But what many students don’t know
is that they have eaten its produce in
our very own DC.
According to the chair of the
Earth and Environmental Science
Department (EES), Michael Guebert, the Taylor campus garden
hopes to provide a reliable source of
produce for Taylor dining, demonstrating the concept of sustainable farming. Though the garden
cannot grow enough produce to
meet all the DC’s needs, the goal is
to promote healthy living and help
students understand how the food
system works. It also serves to raise
awareness of global issues such as
food security and famine.
In addition to chairing the EES department, Guebert oversees the educational development of the campus
garden. He described the department’s motive behind supplying the
DC with produce.

“There are many students who are
interested nowadays to learn how
to garden because over the last few
decades people have become progressively more separated from their
food source,” Guebert said. “We want
to promote connecting people with
their food sources.”
This is just a small part of the vision
for the four small plots that make up
the campus garden.
Nicholas Babin, assistant professor
of ESS, is a new addition to the Taylor staff this year. He views the garden
as a living laboratory. It will be integrated into the curriculum of several
courses offered here, including systems ecology, hydrology and other
classes in EES. Students will receive
hands-on educational experience
through studying the garden.
In addition, Guebert hopes to
implement aquaponics, or fish
farming, at the garden. The fish’s
excretions will fertilize the plants,
which filter fresh water into the fish
tanks. If this is installed in the campus greenhouse, fresh greens could
be grown in the winter as well as the
summer. According to Babin, it’s a
great way to use the resources Taylor already possesses.
Until the last harvest, funding was
minimal and volunteers scarce. So, to
maintain the garden and make these

visions a reality, the program seeks
additional finances.
Currently, the garden is supported by the Grant County Community
Foundation, Indiana Campus Compact and the Lilly Endowment Community Program. A grant proposal has
been submitted to the Women’s Giving Circle program to receive funding
in the near future. These funds would
also allow for additional paid internships for undergraduate students to
learn garden management, though
the main vision leans toward the educational aspect.
“Raising up future farmers is not
really our focus,” Babin said. “It’s more
(about) using the garden as a teaching tool to talk about other issues in
the food system.”
To get the word out about the campus garden, junior and campus garden manager Mackenzie Miller is
hosting an open house on Oct. 18.
Visitors can tour of the garden, hear
a description of its purpose and taste
its produce. In the spring, volunteers
will be needed to plant more produce.
Babin’s hope for the garden is that it
will become more popular among the
Taylor community for teaching principles of sustainable farming.
“The garden is an entryway into
learning about the broader issues,”
Babin said.

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Mackenzie Miller holds the fruit of her labor in the campus garden.

Indiana entrepreneurs
Promising Ventures
program in full swing
Katelyn S. Irons
Photojournalist

Photograph provided by CCO

New Taylor program connects students to Indiana entrepreneurs.
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Men’s Soccer v. Bethel
College

Graduates can’t wait to chase their
shooting stars, but the trails they wish
to blaze may map through the cornfields. Instead of leaving the state,
they find themselves at home in Indiana. A new organization on campus is helping to make this a reality,
by placing students in job opportunities around the area.
The Calling and Career Office (CCO)
began the Promising Ventures program to connect students wishing to
start their own business with entrepreneurs in Indiana.
“In the CCO, it is our hope to equip
students toward a trajectory to thrive
in all aspects of a faithful life in response to God,” Jeff Aupperle, director of Indiana employer relations. “The
purpose and mission of the Promising
Ventures program are designed in pursuit of that hope.”
With more Taylor students desiring

to work for themselves, the CCO wanted to offer more co-curricular opportunities in entrepreneurship. Aupperle
worked to create a diverse network of
opportunities with 70 companies for
students within the Promising Ventures network in Indiana. His job as
director of Indiana employer relations is to facilitate networking opportunities between these organizations
and students.
“It has been such an encouraging start to Promising Ventures,”
said Aupperle. “Before the program
even officially launched on campus this fall we had already placed
17 students in summer internships
with organizations in the network.
Five of those were funded internships with non-profit and startup organizations.”
The first Promising Ventures event,
From the Grounds Up, was hosted earlier this month. This is a monthly event
where connected entrepreneurs will
come to campus and share their startup stories over coffee. Around 40 students attended the first event.
Another event planned for Oct. 30

In The Loop

is Taylor Shark Tank. Like the popular television series that gave it its
name, this event allows students to
pitch their entrepreneurial ideas to a
panel of five judges, who then select
a winning project at each Shark Tank
event. The victors receive partial startup funds. Interested students need to
apply by Oct. 23.
A J-Term course to immerse students in real-world projects with the
Promising Ventures Network is also
being planned, according to Aupperle.
“Taylor alumnus and entrepreneur
Andrew Fennig (’02) is slated to teach
the three-credit-hour course and I
think the students who take it will
have an excellent introduction to entrepreneurship,” Aupperle said.
Promising Ventures was established through a $1,000,000 grant
from the Lilly Endowment to promote Promising Ventures over the
next five years. This is the first full
academic year of the program. To
learn more, contact Jeff Aupperle at
jeffry_aupperle@taylor.edu, or stop
by the Calling and Career Office, located in the Union.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

2-5 p.m.
Lap swimming

10 a.m.
Chapel Celby Hadley

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
Women’s Soccer v. Mari- Volleyball vs. Indiana
an University
Wesleyan

6-9 p.m.
Lap swimming

EAW LAP POOL

REDIGER CHAPEL

TROJAN STADIUM
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They have boots on the ground in ways
that we don’t. But there’s good reason
for us to be wary.
US, Iran seek common ground
against ISIL
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Top five most bizarre news
headlines of the week

West Africa’s impending
economic catastrophe

Man mistaken for
squirrel shot dead

Ebola impacts regional
economies

(Koco.com)

Julia Camara
Staff Writer

As government officials and specialists race to contain West Africa’s Ebola outbreak, the economies of Guinea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone are being
devastated by the deadly viruses silent assault.
The World Bank reported that
if the virus continues to spread, it
could severely impact the country’s
already fragile economies, according
to the BBC.
Economic decline is closely linked
to what the World Bank is calling
“aversion behaviors”—people going
to extremes to avoid the virus, according to The Washington Post. Officials said this fear factor is causing
the largest economic effects.
“The primary cost in this tragic outbreak is in human lives and suffering,”
said World Bank Group President Jim
Yong Kim, according to Time. “But the
sooner we get an adequate containment response the faster we can blunt
Ebola’s economic impact.”
Kim said aversion behaviors have
reduced labor-force participation,
closed places of employment, disrupted transportation and motivated decision-makers to close airports
and seaports. Government officials
also closed the borders of these disease-stricken countries, plugging efforts to import or export goods.
While officials fight to contain the
rapidly-spreading disease, Ebola can
still expand its borders by way of tourism and trade. Kim said if the disease
were to spread into other African
countries, the impact’s cost could rise
into the billions of dollars, according
to The Washington Post.
Sierra Leone’s Agriculture Minister,
Joseph Sam Sesay, said in a BBC interview that his country’s economy
has plummeted 30 percent due to Ebola. The agriculture sector has been

Photograph provided by Flickr upload bot

Groundhog dropped by
New York City Mayor de
Blasio dies a week later
(Fox News)
Photograph provided by Steve White; Staten Island

German Space Agency
Chimes In on Alleged
Discovery of Sea
Plankton on ISS

most impacted—60 percent of Sierra Leone’s people are farmers. Fear
has crippled the minds of the people,
driving them to abandon their farms
and flee for their lives.
“We are definitely expecting a dev-

million impact, depending on how
countries deal with the virus, according to Time. World Bank has called for
an increase in foreign aid and an accelerated search for a treatment for
the disease.
“External finance is clearly needed,”
said
the World Bank report, accord“Aversion behaviors have
ing to Time. In response to the growreduced labor-force
ing crisis, President Barack Obama
deployed 3,000 U.S. military forces
participation, closed
to West Africa earlier this week and
places of employment,
committed over $500 million to fight
the
outbreak.
disrupted transportation
As the epidemic throws people into
and motivated decision- a frenzy, Diana Games, chief execumakers to close airports tive of Johannesburg-based consultant African@work, said fear might
and seaports.”
reverse Africa’s recent economic revival. “The stereotypes of Africa as
astating effect, not only on labour a place of poverty and disease have
availability and capacity, but we are started to emerge again,” Games said
also talking about farms being aban- in a BBC interview.
However, Games believes history
doned by people running away from
the epicenters and going to areas that will remember the 2014 Ebola outdon’t have the disease,” Sesay said.
break as a blip rather than a permaThe World Bank report said Eb- nent U-turn in Africa’s development.
ola could potentially have an $809

US, Iran seek common ground against ISIL
US negotiates cooperation
with Iran to fight Islamic
State militants
Lexie V. Owen

Photograph provided by Flikr user: FlickreviewR 2

The threat of ISIL leads to U.S. cooperation with Iran.

White House spokesman Josh
Earnest stated the idea was out of
the question, insisting that U.S. attempts to bring down Iran’s nuclear
program is an entirely different issue
from bringing down a threat to global
security, Reuters reported.
“The United States will not be in the
position of trading aspects of Iran’s
nuclear program to secure commitments to take on ISIL,” Earnest said.
Though the U.S. has made its posiDuring negotiations, Iran an- tion clear, Iran’s attitude suggests it
nounced its willingness to assist the will be difficult for the U.S. to keep
U.S. and its allies, but only on one nuclear negotiations separate from
condition: more flexibility on their other issues.
“Iran is a very influential country in
uranium enrichment program, reported Reuters. The U.S. rejected this the region and can help in the fight
proposal.
against the ISIL terrorists,” a senior
Last Friday, Kerry said Iran has a Iranian official said anonymously, acrole to play in defeating ISIL, indicat- cording to Reuters. “But it is a twoing that Washington’s position may be way street. You give something, you
shifting, according to Reuters. Kerry take something.”
Diplomats informed Reuters
also implied the issue has to be kept
separate from nuclear negotiations. reporters that the U.S., Britain,

“Iran is a very
influential country
in the region and
can help in the
fight against the
ISIL terrorists”

Photograph provided by wikicommons user: Pline

Fugitive Desma KaShay
Brown Hides In Oven: Cops
(Huffington Post)
Photograph provided by wikicommons: ArnoldReinhold

New Mushroom
Species Discovered...
in Supermarket
(Newser.com)
Photograph provided by wikicommons user: Ahura21

UNDER THE RADAR

A state of disarray
Voters should vote for more
practical political candidates
Joe Friedrichsen

World & National Editor

Staff Writer

The United States is seeking cooperation with long-time rival Iran, who
is poised to be a major player in the
international fight against the Islamic State militant group (ISIL). The U.S.
recognizes Iran’s influence in the Syrian Civil War, and over the Iraqi government, which is currently resisting
ISIL’s advance.
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
met with his Iranian counterpart, Javad Zarif, in New York on Sunday to
discuss ISIL and continue negotiations about Iran’s nuclear program,
Reuters reported. Talks with Iran included the U.S., the United Kingdom,
Russia, China, France and Germany.

(Huffington Post)

Photograph provided by CDC/ Ethleen Lloyd

The economic effects of Ebola hamper West Africa’s development efforts.

France, Germany, Russia and China are unlikely to settle on exchanging concessions on atomic policy
for cooperation.
“(Iran’s) irresponsible behavior reminds us that the enemy of our enemy may still remain our enemy,” said
Gen. James Mattis, former head of the
U.S. military’s Central Command, reported Reuters. “There may be ways
that we can work in parallel. But I’d
be very cautious and have very modest expectations.”
Nevertheless, the U.S. recognizes that Iran must be a key player in
bringing down ISIL. The U.S. is currently discussing ways it can work in
parallel, if not in tandem, with Iran.
“They will clearly be part of this,”
said Aaron David Miller, a former
Middle East adviser to Republican
and Democratic administrations.
“They have boots on the ground in
ways that we don’t. But there’s good
reason for us to be wary.”

Washington politics are in a state of
disarray. Americans are fed up with
the hyper-partisan bickering and
blame-game tactics that currently
define Congress.
This dissatisfaction is evidenced
by the fact that 83 percent of respondents in a recent Gallup Poll disapproved of how Congress handles its
job. Curiously, Gallup data also indicates 50 percent of voters believe
their own representative deserves
re-election—but only 19 percent think
most members of Congress deserve
to be.
Prior to the general election in 2012,
Congress’s approval rating was down
14 points at 69 percent. Interestingly, 90 percent of House members and
91 percent of senators who sought
re-election in 2012 were successful,
according to Bloomberg.
This inconsistency raises a perplexing question: if American voters
are as discontented with Congress
as polls indicate, then why do
they continue to approve of their
own representatives?
This phenomenon can be explained
because people generally trust their
own member of Congress more than
Congress as a whole because of their
representatives’ personability as an
individual, according to Dr. Stephen
King, Professor of Political Science at
Taylor University. On the other hand,
Americans distrust Congress due to
its complexity as a system and its lack
of tangibility.
Gallup’s analysis of data notes that
Americans’ views of Congress as a
whole have always been more negative than the views they hold about
their own state representative. For
this reason, only 19 percent of people
believe most Congressional members

deserve to be reelected while 50 percent of people would want their their
own state representative to be reelected. Thus, a 31-point percentage
gap has emerged, which in Gallup’s
history, is the widest such gap in a
mid-term year.
Despite this gap, it is important for
Americans to not vote for establishment candidates and instead focus
on voting for ones that emphasize
gettings things done regardless of
their party loyalty.
Concerning the voter, an individual’s political bias toward a particular
party can lead to varying degrees of
political ignorance. This happens because a strong political bias prevents
people from seeing the nuances of political situations clearly. Consequently, whatever portion of the electorate
that votes in this manner is likely to
vote based on loyalty to a party or
candidate. This voter, will typically
vote for status-quo or establishment
candidates.
On the other hand, informed Americans who take the time to understand both sides of an issue with little
partisan bias will likely vote across
party lines and be more willing to
vote out incumbents.
In America’s representative democracy, the latter voter is ideal. Americans should also strive to vote for
practical candidates that will be less
concerned with partisan politics, and
more with getting things done.
Furthermore, Americans ought
to vote for the good of the country
rather than for their own self-interest.
Voters must disregard the left-right
blame game that is so prevalent in today’s political environment. Such talk
is unproductive and only serves to
lead less knowledgeable voters astray.
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What is Parnassus?
Ever wonder what your
teacher was talking
about when they said
‘submit to Parnassus?’
Malaina Yoder
Staff Writer

Submit to Parnassus. Don’t worry—
Parnassus isn’t another cultic Broho title.
Editor Suzi Rhee said, “(The students) probably thought that Parnassus was another weird dorm thing,
but it’s just a literary journal and anyone can submit.”
Parnassus contains collections of
creative fiction or nonfiction pieces,
poetry and artwork. “Submit to Parnassus” will continue to plaster campus to promote the new issue.
Senior Malinda Patterson, head editor for Parnassus, states the purpose
is the same as any work of art.
“One of the things we’ve talked a
lot about is the idea that art serves
more or less as a chronicle of the time
we spend in a place, and it acts as a
record of the things that we felt, the
things that we experienced, in a way
that something like a newspaper or
the student yearbook doesn’t quite
encapsulate,” Patterson said.
Rhee also has a vision for Parnassus as it’s released to the student
body.
“It reflects who we are and then it
shows us who we can be,” Rhee said.
“The thing is that since it’s by people on campus it reflects the heart

of those people and the community
around them.”
Patterson says that seeing her
name in print is satisfying. “I think
this was the first time I was ever published and that was really fun. It looks
good to say you’ve been published in
it . . . If you’re someone who hopes to
be published in another form someday, it’s something you can have in a
bio. “
Starting on Oct. 1, students will
have about three weeks to submit
their work online via the website
“Submittable.” The link will be on
posters, sent out in emails and written on whiteboards. There’s stepby-step submission instructions
on the website for fiction, artwork
and poetry.
The whole magazine is very student-driven. Assistant Professor of
English Aaron Housholder oversees
the details of the production, but the
students control the journal’s content. Each student reads every piece.
Patterson then leads discussions on
what they want to accept. They also
discuss what makes good fiction, poetry and photography.
“I think that’s one of the coolest
things about Parnassus,” Patterson
said. “It’s one of the places that people can feel safe sending their stories
in and knowing that they’ll be read
carefully and they’ll be respected—
even the submissions that don’t get
in. We’ll make sure to be careful with
everyone’s work because they’re sending in pieces of themselves.”

See your name in print this year!

There’s an app for that
An app creator walks among
us on Taylor’s campus
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

In this modern age of technology and
information, it is clear that mobile applications have quickly become a way
of life. They aid in traveling, connecting with people miles away, creating
art and keeping us entertained. Recently, app developers have become
some of the most successful entrepreneurs and engineers in the world.
Thanks to the convenience of the Digital Age, any programmer with the
skill and ambition can aspire to this
level of creative success, including
Taylor’s own Ryan Szemplinski.
Junior Szemplinski studies computer
science and systems at Taylor. Around
his freshman year, he developed an interest in video game design and decided
to pursue his new hobby by exploring
the possibilities of app creation.
“I saw the potential market out
there and thought, this could be really fun, and if I do well now, maybe
one day I can make money doing it,”
Szemplinski said.
Since summer 2014, Szemplinski created and released two different gaming apps available through
both the iOS App Store and the Google Play store. His first app, “Zombies
N’ Stuff,” is an arena survival game in
which players fend off zombies. Szemplinski’s newest free app “Tapster”
adds a competitive twist to the classic game “Don’t Tap the White Tile” by

incorporating leaderboards.
“When I was playing ‘Don’t Tap
the White Tile’ with my friends last
semester, it was fun to compare
our scores,” Szemplinski said. “So I
thought, why don’t I take a simple
concept like this but have friends
competing with each other. That
seemed to grab a large audience.”
Szemplinski plans to update “Tapster” and re-release it under the new
name “Reactile.”
According to Szemplinski, his two
new apps have been received positively by both his friends and online

community. “I asked a lot of friends
to go on and give me five star ratings,
but I was surprised by how many random people gave me five stars too,”
Szemplinski said.
Although Szemplinski’s apps are
successful now, he encountered his
share of frustrations along the way.
“There’s a lot of aggravations, I’ll tell
you that,” Szemplinski said. “There are
times when you’re like, ‘Oh, I forgot to
make this a capital letter instead of a
lowercase letter’ and that will throw
off your whole project . . . That’s just
how coding usually works out.”

Fortunately, this problem-solving aspect of design attracts Szemplinski instead of driving him away. In fact, he said
that if he is able to achieve enough success in this field he would be very interested in pursuing it as a career full time.
In addition to the two apps already
available online, Szemplinski plans to
create and develop a new game titled
“Bomblox” with three friends. The
app’s still in the planning phase, so
its content is still up in the air. Until
then, he urges people to stay tuned
and keep an eye out for the updated
versions of his current apps.
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#TaylorU’s

TOP

TWEETS
Zachary Cook @
 T_Zach_Cook
Why do we call it Spiritual
Renewal WEEK when it’s only
three days? #tayloru

CJ Komarynsky @CJKomarynsky
I always watch the Bible
proffesors during chapel so
I know how to feel about the
speaker. #tayloru
Steve Morley @mortystephens
You know you live close to
campus when the pre game
music is also your dinner music.
College life! #TaylorSoccer
#tayloru #turnitup

For Szemplinski, the challenges of making an app are worth the end result.

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Humans of Upland
“Doors and walls had better watch out
for me because I run into everything.”
— Sarah
Photograph by Lindsay Robinson

Hannah Klebesadel @HKleb4
Saw the gourd get cracked
in half outside of Euler this
morning. Bring on the duct tape!
#MandG2k14 #tayloru
Rachel Campbell @rachcampbell
A guy ran full speed into a door
he thought had been held open
for him. His friend handed him
a gourd. @tayloru #tayloru
#melon&gourd
Sullivan Finlay @hugebluemonster
Just called on of the freshman
on our wing “kiddo”. Might
have reached wing dad status.
#patriarch #tayloru
Anna Riggenbach @Akrigg19
God always comes first even
before insanely cute boys...God
always comes first..I love chapel.
#tayloru

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT + PRACTICAL THEOLOGY

“The Student Development concentration offers
students an amazing opportunity to apply learning
to life as students acquire a top notch degree and
hands-on experience.”
JUSTIN HETH M.A. ’07
WHEATON COLLEGE ASSOCIATE DEAN OF RESIDENCE LIFE
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY AIRBAND ALUM ’97

Scholars in the student development concentration put theory
into practice through Wheaton’s graduate assistantship positions,
where they cultivate resident communities and develop whole
and effective Christians. Students learn and work alongside
Taylor alumnus Justin Heth as they influence the lives of
college students, learn to value others in community, and grow
spiritually. We invite YOU to explore our program and be part
of the spiritual growth and transformation of God’s kingdom at
Wheaton College Graduate School.

To learn more about the Student Development concentration
in the M.A. in Christian Formation & Ministry program, visit
WHEATON.EDU/STUDENTDEV.
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“It’s put under that category a lot of the
time, but worship is a lifestyle.”
The leaders behind the music
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The leaders behind the music
Meet Taylor’s chapel worship leaders
Austin Lindner

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Chris Renzema, Josh Urban, Grason Poling, Evan Miyakawa, Laura Kaufman, Sam Davies, and Macey Rasmussen

Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, a worship group in Rediger
Chapel invites students and faculty
to worship Jesus through music and
praise. This week The Echo interviewed Taylor’s chapel worship leaders to learn who these bands are and
how they hope to inspire the Taylor community.

Sam Davies Band
Why did you decide to form a
chapel band?
Before I came to Taylor, I really
felt God leading me into a place of
intimacy through worship, and I
was really being grown in the area
of how to lead worship through music. When I was younger my youth
pastor would talk about how worship is not just music. It’s put under
that category a lot of the time, but
worship is a lifestyle.

Does your band have a favorite
song to perform?
I think as a group we could say in
unison that “Great Are You Lord” is
a song that really defines us, talking
about how he gives us life and provides the air in our lungs.
How do you hop e to affect the Taylor community
through worship?
I just want to invite people into
a deeper relationship with God, in
every way, in every facet, and let
the Holy Spirit move freely on this
campus. It’s hard in a chapel setting where there’s a time constraint
on everything and everything has
to be planned out, but we want as
much freedom for the Lord to move
in that setting where most everyone in the community is gathered
together.
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Chris Jordan Band
Why did you decide to form a
chapel band?
Speaking personally, it’s something
I love to do, and it’s something I got
involved with freshman year. I love
to sing, I love worshipping and I love
the band I get to play with. When I
talked with the other guys in the
band about doing it again this year,
it just felt like a good way to continue our love for worship.

Staff Writer
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Do you have a favorite song to
perform in chapel?
Our favorite song to play has always been “Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble?” That’s one that a lot
of people get to dance to a little bit,
changing up the pace with a more
traditional feel.
How do you hope to affect the Taylor community through worship?
I think what we’d like to see as
a band is a kind of unity on campus, just being able to see this unity through all the chapel bands this
year being one team instead of three
separate teams. But really, I think our
purpose, in a way, is just to facilitate
worship. We’re here to serve the community, so we’re always looking for
suggestions, what songs people liked
and didn’t like.

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Caleb Upton, Kevin Boyers, Grason Poling, Tyler Schnute, Rachel Harding, Rachel Diamond, Karen Windle, and Chris Jordan

How do you hope to affect the
Taylor community through
your worship?
As a band, I guess something that
I’ve really learned in worship a lot
recently is just preparation and how
God can be glorified through that.
I use this analogy a lot, where the
goal is to not use any music stands.
It’s almost like a crutch in worship.
I want our band to know the songs
so well that we don’t have to focus
on any aspect of the music part, but
all we do is totally focus on God.
We’re not looking down to see what

chord is coming up next or what part
are we doing next, but there’s just a
natural flow of worship.

Does your band have a favorite
song to perform?
I don’t think we have a favorite
song yet. We’re super excited to lead
the way that we know how to lead,
but as a band, we want to grow so
much in musicianship and giving
people in the band opportunities,
but also outside of the band, to lead
and to learn.

Ryan Lanier Band
Why did you decide to form a
chapel band?
Well, the main reason I started
to do it was that I first played bass
for Sam Davies’s band. I just loved
leading so much when I got the opportunity to a couple times, so I left
(Davies’s) band to basically start my
own.

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Jack Rose, Cassie Long, Ryan Lanier, Jon Warren, Kaylie Walker, Will Tice, and Jack Davis

Azusa Pacific Seminary
Azusa Pacific Seminary at Azusa Pacific University trains men and women for practical, effective
ministry in the Church and in the world.
Featured programs

Jim Burns, Ph.D.

Doug Fields, M.Div.

Author / Speaker / Scholar

Author / Youth Leader

M.A. in Transformational Urban Leadership (MATUL)

M.A. in Youth Ministry (MAYM)

Prepare for leadership roles to improve opportunities for the
world’s 1.3 billion urban poor.

This program prepares men and women for the specialized field
of youth and family ministry.

• Choose from two options:

• Learn from leading experts such as Jim Burns
and Doug Fields.

Spend one semester in downtown Los Angeles
followed by two years overseas.
Spend the entire program in downtown L.A.
• Live, serve, and learn in urban poor communities.
• Learn to effect spiritual, social, and economic change.

• Choose from online courses and one-week summer
intensives, or a traditional classroom setting.
• Enhance your education through a combination of academics
and field experience.

Additional programs
Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) I Master of Divinity (M.Div.)
Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies I Master of Arts (Theological Studies)

Apply today!
Visit apu.edu/seminary/, email gradadmissions@apu.edu, or call (626) 815-4564.
16350

Luke Tyler and Conor Angell
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OPINIONS

Yik Yak exposes both the best and worst in
people, and I think it says a lot not just about
Taylor culture but also the evangelical culture
we are surrounded with.
Yik Yak talk back
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Standing on equality’s front
Gender equality becomes
a hot topic through the
HeForShe campaign

Feminism is a horrible word; I would
never want to be called a feminist or
say I am for feminism. I thought this
as well. I believe in equal rights and
Adam Kelly
treatment for women, but I avoided
the word feminism and the topic in
Opinions Editor
general like a man avoids shopping.
Emma Watson.
Let’s look at the definition for a secI bet you are picturing her as Her- ond. Culture defines it as the theory
mione Granger in “Harry Potter” or of hating men, of trying to take conSam in “The Perks of Being a Wall- trol for equality, but doing so at many
flower.” That’s not a bad thing. My extreme lengths.es.
mind conjures plenty of images from
Feminism is not a negative word. It
both movies. But she is doing something infinitely more important now
The change cannot happen
that needs to be recognized.
if the men are not equally
She represents the United Nations
a part of the solution.
as a Women’s Goodwill Ambassador to improve the quality of life and
treatment of women across the globe. doesn’t blame or focus on previous
Watson delivered a speech earlier negative experiences. It describes
this week at the U.N. headquarters gender equality and helps the movein New York that continued to push ment garner attention until it can
movement for feminism and the fnally be considered resolved.
equal treatment of women.
Watson declared the thought
I know what you are thinking. that feminism is directly related to
“man-hating” needs to stop.

It is not about “man-hating,” it is about
gender equality in all aspects of life.
Why is it that 95 years after women
being allowing to vote are women still
being treated unfairly? Why is it so difficult to make gender equality a reality?
Watson nailed the topic when she
delivered her speech. She confronted
controlling, overbearing men who force
women into submission, who push
back any efforts that have been made
and how men can impact the change
in gender equality that is needed. The
change cannot happen if the men are
not equally a part of the solution.
The movement He For She is trending on Twitter. It is the hashtag of
Watson’s speech. The website heforshe.org is keeping track of how many
men commit to the movement. The
number is over 141,000 and counting
for men promising to “A Solidarity
Movement for Gender Equality.”
The statement on heforshe.org that
men all over the world are agreeing to
and declaring is this: Gender equality is not only a women’s issue; it is a

Are we ISIL’s keepers?
The Bible mandates love
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If you could recommend one book of
the Bible to the leaders of ISIL, what
would it be?
I asked several students this question. People suggested Matthew because of the sermon on the mount
and James because it teaches people
how to live a loving life. Others said
Job because members of ISIL have lost
everything and that is why they are in
ISIL. Revelation was mentioned because it gives them a fair warning as
to what will happen if they continue
disobeying God’s word. One person
said none, I would just get a gun and
shoot them.
While the books suggested are
great, those may have been for the
wrong reasons. For example, Revelation was put forward several times.
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ISIL has become a part of our
responsibility, not only because
it threatens freedom and
peace, but because its members
have souls worth saving.
But is that really why ISIL exists?
ISIL is composed of Muslims who
feel that their way of life was usurped
upon for too long by outside powers.
Nafeez Ahmed of the Mint Press
News said, “Since 2003, Anglo-American power has secretly and openly coordinated direct and indirect

Yik Yak talk back

Designers

Nico Ramos

Those who suggested Revelation often quoted passages that talk about
eternal punishment in Hell.
People may have the wrong attitude toward ISIL. No one can deny
the threat of ISIL. However, individual members of ISIL may be just as
much victims of the system as the
people they murder.
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Yik Yak provides truth through unknown authors.

Sex, alcohol, pooping. These are the
thoughts of Taylor students without
a filter and without identification.
There’s a new app out taking campus by storm. It’s called Yik Yak, and
it functions something like an anonymous Twitter.
In case you aren’t already “yakking,” the app uses your location and
starts a “herd” of people around you
talking about what’s happening in
real time. From students yakking in
the food lines at the DC to complaining about Taylor culture or wishing
they had a beer, it’s one of the most

powerful tools of understanding what
students are thinking about on a daily basis. From a social research perspective, I think it’s great. But maybe
that’s what I get for taking a social
research course.
From a biblical perspective though,
things get a little dicey.
Yik Yak exposes both the best and
worst in people, and I think it says
a lot not just about Taylor culture
but also the evangelical culture we
are surrounded with. Since students
can say anything anonymously, they
talk freely about sex, sexuality, alcohol, drugs, swearing, poop, food and
anything else that comes to mind, including some racial slurs, rape jokes,
and some of it is well-intended. Some
of it is not.
Here lies the struggle: how does our
faith interact with these new possibilities? It’s fascinating to see numerous
posts about how “if Jesus came back
now, would he be happy with what

Without names, seemingly
without consequences, it
allows people to post the
genuine and ridiculous and
downright harmful. I
you’re doing?” and condemnation of
anyone who posts against the herd
(usually shown through downvotes
on posts available in the app and passive-aggressive comments). There’s a
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Where do you stand on gender equality?

human rights issue that requires my
participation. I commit to take action
against all forms of violence and discrimination faced by women and girls.
I dedicate myself to contributing to
the cause. I have chosen to be a part
of the change and movement for gender equality. I will fight for women’s

rights and protect them in dangerous situations. Will you stand up for
your sister, mother, daughter, friend
or co-worker? Will you be part of the
change? Emma Watson ended her
U.N. speech with the words—“If not
me, who? If not now, when?”

support for Islamist terrorist groups
linked to al-Qaida across the Middle
East and North Africa. This ill-conceived patchwork geostrategy is a
legacy of the persistent influence of
neoconservative ideology, motivated
by contradictory ambitions to dominate regional oil resources, and in
pursuit of these, redraw the map of
the Middle East.”
In the midst of such accusations, I
would like to propose two ideas for a
Christian response to ISIL.
First, we should pray for ISIL. As
Christians, we are called to “pray for
those who persecute you” (Matt. 5:44).
While ISIL conducts monstrous deeds
like killing innocent people, they are
first of all humans too. Therefore, they
are our brothers and sisters who have
been misled by corrupt leaders.
We are meant to spread the gospel to all people, including these
brothers and sisters of ISIL. “Then
the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel
your brother?’” (Genesis 4:9). This
interaction between God and Cain
may be taken symbolically. When
God asked Cain where Abel was, he

expected Cain to answer. It was not
because God did not know, but because he needed Cain to understand
the duty he had to his brother. ISIL
has become a part of our responsibility, not only because it threatens
freedom and peace, but because its
members have souls worth saving.
Second, we need to educate ourselves on the causes of terrorism. ISIL
may have arisen out of years of oppression by overpowering countries
occupying its lands. ISIL has often
been referred to as the successor of
al-Qaida, the group which tortured
the world with Osama Bin Laden. By
educating ourselves on the roots of
terror, we may prevent similar groups
from arising.
Let’s go back to the room of ISIL
leaders. Now that you know that the
group did not just spring up and randomly declare a mission to torture
and destroy our planet, what book
would you share with them? I hope
your thoughts circle around the sacrificial death of Christ and his love that
binds all men.

clash of opinions: the “post all nice
things,” and the “screw anyone who
says I can’t say this I’m invincible.”
As is common on social media, there
doesn’t seem to be much room for a
gray area in between.
One comment seemed to hit at a
core issue: “I hate that Taylor is a bubble where perfection is the expectation and deviance is unacceptable.”
Reading through all this, my question is this: how can we speak our
minds yet be mindful of others?
There’s a need for better vulnerability,
but is Yik Yak the right place for that?
Many students have repressed
thoughts and emotions they don’t
show because they think it’s unacceptable to be anything but happy
and pure. This is often a struggle
here at Taylor, and even in my own life.
However, there’s a difference between
struggle and outright rebellion, and
Yik Yak doesn’t always get that balance right. Just because you can say
something doesn’t mean you should,
and as Taylor students and especially as Christians, we really should hold
ourselves to a higher standard. The
LTC helps us do that, like it or not.
It’s been brought up many times
throughout my time at Taylor and
particularly in chapel this year that
we need an outlet of honesty, truth
and grace. We’ve created a culture
on campus where it is very hard to
be real. This isn’t necessarily Taylor’s fault but the product of our own
Christian culture. We’re saturated in
it. We have to be “in the world and not
of it.” But more often than not, this
means we’re projecting these images of students who don’t do wrong,

students who are always happy and
encouraged. Even though I appreciate
efforts to encourage a positive environment, it keeps us hiding grief, depression, struggle, and yes, sex. This
environment empowers people who
are obedient on the outside and inwardly rebellious.
But I don’t think Yik Yak is that
outlet for grace and honesty. Without names, seemingly without consequences, it allows people to post the
genuine and ridiculous and down-

Yik Yak exposes both the best and
worst in people, and I think it
says a lot not just about Taylor
culture but also the evangelical
culture we are surrounded with.
right harmful. Instead of providing us
a melting pot for pent-up emotions, it
turns into a cauldron of dissension.
I think this is a symptom of something much larger, and obviously one
article is not going to fix that. But I
know there is grace. There’s grace for
you and me. Maybe if we just stepped
off our soap boxes, if we stopped complaining for a moment and allowed
ourselves and others the grace to
screw up, then maybe we could understand others better. If we weren’t
so busy complaining about the tiniest
details, we could understand that the
person next to us is just as broken as
the person in the mirror. Maybe then,
we wouldn’t need a place like Yik Yak
to vent our every unfiltered thought.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to Adam_
Kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

The win in the Little State Championship is the
Trojans’ second victory in as many races. The team
moves to a 27-0 record to start the 2014 season.
Cross country dominates
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Behind the mask

Lauren Solito is the new face behind the Trojan costume.

Trojan’s identity revealed
Kyle Keck

Sports Writer

The Trojan mascot is unmasked—
and he’s a she.

Lauren Solito, a sophomore public
health and biology major, took the position as Taylor’s fighting Trojan.
“It’s interesting with people assuming I’m a guy,” Solito said. “Whenever
they find out that I’m a girl, they all
freak out like, ‘Oh my gosh, it’s a girl!’
But I don’t mind it at all.”

Photograph by Josh Adams

Taylor’s Trojan is tasked with
pumping up the purple-and-goldbleeding crowd until Upland’s cornfields echo with their cheers. It’s a job
for the truly motivated fanatic.
“I wanted to be the mascot for two reasons,” Solito said. “First is because I have
always wanted to be a mascot for my

Cross country dominates at Little State

Photograph provided by TU Athletic Department

The women’s XC team had a strong showing at the Little State Championship.

Berends takes first for
women as cross country
teams compete at Little State
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

The men and women’s cross country
teams were in fine form for the Little
State Championship hosted by Purdue University on Friday.
Taylor’s No. 21 men’s team finished
fourth in the 20-team event—just the
second meet of the season. Competing without several key runners, the
team ran well and was able to shave
two minutes off its performance
from the season-opening Ray Bullock Invitational.
“Our team displayed tremendous
depth,” said head coach Lance Vanderberg. “Despite completing without

four of our athletes, we still improved
our time by two minutes from our
first meet. We also placed one spot
higher than last year at this meet.”
Taylor finished with six competitors inside the top-50 in a field that
had 150 runners. Senior Ethan Evans scored in the top 20, finishing
in 16th place with a time of 26:56.
Freshman Stephen Cho took 21st
with a time of 27:03, while sophomore Tanner Dye rounded out the
top 25, finishing 25th.
The Trojans finished with six runners in the top-50 as senior Zach Warner (32nd), sophomore Aaron Scott
(44th) and junior Aaron Crull (50th)
all performed for Taylor.
“Our team is certainly on the
right track as we look ahead to
pre-nationals,” Vanderberg said.
“As we return to full strength, we

will have a lot of time to prepare for
both that meet and the final stretch
of the season afterwards.”
The No. 7 Taylor women’s team
won the Little State Championship
and placed six runners in the top 20.
Freshmen Alex Berends and senior Elaine Schmeltz led the Trojans
by taking first and second place, respectively, out of 148 runners. Berends and Schmeltz were followed
by junior Jane Hawks (12th), senior
Jenna Morris (14th), sophomore
Anna Meyer (15th) and senior Allison Steinbeck (16th).
“We performed about as well as
we could at this stage of the season,” said head coach Quinn White.
“I probably could not have asked
much more from them as a whole.”
The win in the Little State Championship is the Trojans’ second victory
in as many races, for a 27-0 record to
start the 2014 season.
Taylor’s final time of 92:04 was
enough to beat NCAA Division II
Indianapolis by 1:12 and Division
III DePauw by 3:22. Crossroads
League rivals Huntington and
Marian finished four minutes behind Taylor.
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school, and second because you pretty
much get to do whatever you want and
no one will judge you. It’s pretty great.”
The position requires vulnerability,
a willingness to surrender to the havoc within. That’s much easier to do behind the anonymity of the mask. The
mystery may be solved, but Lauren has
plenty of tricks to pump up Taylor fans
from under the mascot’s hood.
“Getting the crowd going is just so
fun,” Solito said. “No one knows who I
am, so I can just run out in the middle
of the floor, put my hands up, and everyone just starts screaming. It’s great
to be able to pump people up and get
them cheering for the team.”
Like any job, there are pros and
cons. Just as every preacher needs his
choir, every mascot needs its fanbase.
Being the spark to a Taylor crowd can
be a tedious favor to ask of anyone.
As students have their own schedules, fan attendance is never a consistent number. Fortunately, Solito has
little fans of her own to count on.
“My favorite part about being the

mascot is being able to hang out with
the little kids, as long as they don’t get
scared,” Solito said. “My least favorite
part is not being able to run very fast
in the costume.”
Although speed may not be her forte
in the heavy costume, being quick-witted in her pursuit of school spirit qualified Solito for the job. Playing the role
of Taylor’s mascot is itself a game, especially when an opposing mascot is
present. Taylor’s Trojan might never
have fought at Troy, but it’s got the battle skills of a true warrior.
“If the opposing mascot was in the
building, I would challenge them to a
dance battle,” Solito said. “I would get
the crowd excited by doing one simple thing: The Slam Dance.”
Taylor’s athletic events are exciting
enough, but adding a dancing Trojan
only makes the experience all the
more worthwhile. Be sure to witness
the fighting Trojan in true Taylor fashion at the upcoming athletic events.

Purdue finished with faster times
than the Trojans.
Berends turned in a race-winning
time of 17:25, 44 seconds better than
the 18:09 time from Schmeltz. Along
with the lowest time in the Little
State race, Berends ran for the second-fastest time of all NCAA Division I, II, III and NAIA runners in the
two events.
“It was exciting to beat the

majority of the Division I’s and all the
DII, DIII and NAIA schools,” White said.
“It was a lot of fun and a great challenge to run such good teams. Hopefully this meet will propel us forward
as we continue to strive for our bigger
goals down the road.”
Both teams get three weeks off before heading to the NAIA Preview in
Lawrence, Kan., on Oct. 11.

“I probably could
not have asked
much more from
them as a whole.”
Taylor’s final time clocked below four NCAA Division I teams
that competed in the Big State race
above IUPUI, Indiana State, Ball State
and Evansville. Only Indiana and

Athlete of the Week

Alex Berends
Year

Freshman

Hometown

Hudsonville, Mich.

Favorite pump up song

“Peace of Mind” by Boston

Funniest teammate

Taryn Seeland

Best XC Memory

Running a 40-second PR in 10th grade, broke
high school 5K record

Key Stat

Two Crossroads League Female Runner of the
Week
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