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Taylor University’s Board of
Trustees has recently announced
their search for the next university president as well as their intentions to choose a candidate by
this spring.
After President Emeritus Paul
Lowell Haines resigned in June of
2019, Paige Comstock Cunningham
was named interim president and is
currently serving in her second and
final year.
The interview process is being
conducted by Board of Trustees
Chair Chris Goeglein (‘84) and Vice
Chair Manuel Rosado (‘96). The
process became public on Sept. 30
through an opportunity profile and
video.
“The search committee worked
on the profile with input from faculty, staff, alumni, parents, friends
and students through a survey and
individual interviews,” Rosado said.
The committee is composed
of seven board members, three
faculty members, a representative from the Parents Council
and an alumnus. Their goal is

to have a candidate selected by
spring and in place for the 202122 school year.
Rosado said that the committee has partnered with JobfitMatters, an executive job search firm,
to help guide the search process.
National searches, such as this one,
typically take six to eight months.
In a press release put out by Taylor University regarding the presidential search, the guidelines and
requirements for eligible candidates are laid out.
“It is critical that the next president be gifted in the areas of
innovation and adaptation - a visionary who can build a team of
people who will think creatively and strategically about the future,” Director of Media Relations
Jim Garringer wrote in the university press release. “Above all, Taylor
seeks a leader whose involvement
in Christian higher education is
more a calling than a career.”
Candidates are also expected
to have experience leading a complex organization, be dedicated
to academic excellence and promote diversity among the Taylor community.
Rosado explained that the committee will continue to review application submissions until they
have made their selection. He
encourages candidates and

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Paige Comstock Cunningham the current Interim President and her husband Jay Cunningham.

nominations to visit www.jobfitmatters.com/Taylor and to submit
their applications by Nov. 15, 2020.
Rosado served on the interim
search committee in 2019 and was
chair of the Presidential Search
Preparedness Subcommittee last
spring. In May, the subcommittee made a recommendation to
launch a national presidential
search which was then approved
by the board.

“With the Lord’s blessing, we
should be able to make a recommendation to the Board and make
an announcement in the spring,”
Rosado said.
The press release addresses how
the committee will put each qualified candidate into consideration.
In addition, those who feel God
stirring in their hearts are strongly encouraged to apply for this role.
Rosado said the community’s
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involvement can make a great
difference in the outcome of
the search.
“We encourage the entire Taylor community to take an active
role in the process by first praying
for the person God has in store for
Taylor and secondly by nominating and sharing the opportunity
profile within their networks,” Rosado said.
echo@taylor.edu

political climate is fiercely divided and debates have taken personal issues into the
public eye.
With all of this arg uing,
it can be difficult to understand what each candidate’s
platforms are.
The two predominant political
party candidates are the incumbent president, Donald Trump
and the Democratic nominee,
former vice president, Joe Biden.
Every election is characterized by key concerns. According
to Jakob Miller, assistant professor of political science, COVID-19,
the American economy and police reform matter greatly in
this election.
Both candidates have vastly
different approaches to each of
these topics.
COVID-19 has steep political implications. Pew Research
Center breaks down the divide
that the pandemic has created,
making COVID-19 a core issue in
this election.
“These differences extend to
opinions about whether a new
stimulus package will be needed to address the economic fallout from the coronavirus,” Pew
Research Center said. “Republicans are now much less likely to
say an additional stimulus package is necessary than they were in
early April, while Democrats continue to overwhelmingly say more

Photograph provided by USA Today

Incumbent President Donald Trump and Democratic nominee, former vice president, Joe Biden

economic assistance is needed.”
On March 27, 2020 the first
COVID-19 relief package was
passed by the Senate and signed
into law. The package was titled
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security (CARES) Act.
This package consisted of $2
trillion to be allocated to people
across America.
Seven months have passed
since this package was signed
into law. Americans are struggling financially, raising questions about another package in
the future.
As of Oct. 15, Trump called for
negotiations about the next stimulus package to stop until the
election. As the landscape shifted, Trump tweeted out a message
regarding the package.
“If I am sent a Stand-Alone Bill
for Stimulus Checks ($1,200), they
will go out to our great people
IMMEDIATELY,” He wrote. “I am
ready to sign right now. Are you
listening, Nancy?”
Biden has stayed relatively quiet in regards to the current stimulus proposition. But, according
to JoeBiden.com, if the proposed
stimulus package is passed,
he plans to forgive $10,000 per

person in student loans, and increase Social Security checks by
$200 per month.
Aside from the financial concerns COVID-19 has spurred, a
federal mask mandate and “stayat-home” orders are in question.
Accord ing to isidew ith.
com, Trump disagrees with a
federal mask mandate while
Biden agrees.
When asked whether the government should enforce a “stayat-home” order to combat the
coronavirus, Trump said, “At
some point, we have to open our
country. And people are going to
be safe. We’ve learned a lot.”
When asked the same question,
Biden said, “I would shut it down
if necessary; I would listen to the
scientists.”
Because of the pandemic, the
American economy has taken a steep decline. According to
BBC News, “The US economy has
been hit by the highest contraction ever recorded and the highest unemployment rate in more
than 80 years.” In April of 2020,
14.7%of Americans were unemployed due to the pandemic.
Both candidates have a response to this reality.

Prior to the pandemic, the
Trump administration prided itself on having the lowest unemployment rate in half a century
— 3.5%. As the unemployment
rate increased, so did the national debt. To bounce back economically, Trump plans to enact
“supply-side economics,” according to The Balance.
“Supply-side economics is the
theory that says increased production drives economic growth.
The factors of production are capital, labor, entrepreneurship, and
land,” Kimberly Amadeo from
The Balance said.
To enact this economic approach, Trump advocates for all
businesses to re-open, allowing
unemployment to decrease.
Biden has a different approach.
To allow people to get back
to work and revive the economy, Biden believes guaranteed
COVID-19 testing is necessary.
JoeBiden.com says, “If we are
going to send Americans back
to work without having beaten COVID-19 as a nation, workers should know if they or their
co-workers are infected.”
Along with this, Biden is calling for guaranteed paid leave for

all who get sick.
Additionally, a national racial
reckoning transpired. Police reform is the main focus of this
reckoning, making it a topic in
the upcoming election.
Throughout his presidency,
Trump has advocated a “law
and order” policy. In reference to
recent events, Trump said, “We
have to bring back law and order
in this country and I think the police are phenomenal people.”
To enforce order, Trump signed
an executive order calling for
better training for police officers. The order calls for the creation of a database to track police
misconduct.
In response to police reform,
the Biden campaign will fund initiatives to partner mental health
experts with police. These service
providers will train police to better de-escalate interactions with
communities.
In the aftermath of George
Floyd’s death, questions on the
practice of chokeholds have
arisen.
Because of this, in mid-June,
Trump announced a nationwide
ban on chokeholds unless an officer’s life is at risk.
Biden called for the immediate
banning of chokeholds in all
cases. He also said, “We must
stop transferring weapons of
war (guns) to police forces.”
Ever y election is distinguished by key issues. Amid
2020, the key concerns are
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
American economy and police
reform.
To further learn about each
candidate’s platforms visit
isidewith.com and ballotpedia.org.
echo@taylor.edu
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“‘I’ve been really proud of how we’ve all
come together to continue Ethics Bowl, and
just keep it at its core of what it’s about,’
Hammond said.”
New ethics bowl leaders
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Title IX now includes a Question & Answer session
Policy changes
include a new step
Ansley Kary
News Co-Editor

On May 6, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released
newly revised regulations for
Title IX procedures.
The largest amendments
were made to the formal investigation process, including an additional step that
is now called the “live question-and-answer” section.
All schools receiving financial aid were mandated to
revise their written Title XI
policy to ref lect these changes by Aug. 14, and put them
into action.
There were many minor
changes in the phrasing of the
language in the Title IX policy,
including definitions. These
changes to definitions were detailed in a previous Echo article published on Oct 12.
Tay lor’s Tit le I X pol ic y
reads, “The purpose of the
live question and answer is
to provide the complainant
(alleged victim) and respondent (alleged harasser) an opportunity to ask questions
through an adviser to the other participant(s).”
P r ior t o t he l ive que s tion-and-answer session, both
the complainant and respondent will be assigned an adviser. This adviser is a faculty
member who will be in charge
of ask ing the questions to

Photograph provided by USA Today

Incumbent President Donald Trump and Democratic nominee, former vice president, Joe Biden

the opposite par t y during
the session.
The actual process will be
done virtually over Zoom, unless both the complainant and
respondent request an in-person meeting. Dean of Students
Jesse Brown said this method
is meant to provide as much
comfort to the complainant
as possible.
“If these two people don’t
want to be in the same room
together, then they don’t have
to,” Brown said. “They actually won’t even see each other on
Zoom, they won’t even be on
the screen at the same time.”
The live question-and-answer session will be facilitated by Brown and monitored
by two adjudicators, or people
who review the evidence of a
case and come to a conclusion.
During this time a participant’s adviser is able to ask
the complainant or respondent relevant questions, includ ing those questioning
credibility.
The adjudicators are able to
ask clarifying questions, and
at the end of the session they
compile information learned
and add that to their overall
evidence.
Taylor’s adjudicators include Director of Residence
Life Scott Barrett, Head Volleyball Coach Erin Luthy, Dean
of Experiential Learning Grace
Miller and Dean of Experiential Learning Drew Moser
The new addition of the live
question-and-answer section

has already received criticism
due to the abrasive nature of
the questioning section. These
concerns stem from the potential psychological toll it could
have on the complainant to
relive a highly emotional and
traumatic event through the
respondent’s questions.
Brown is aware of these difficulties and admits that there
is a potential risk.
“I would tend to agree with
that (the critiques,) but Title IX
does not permit me to exclude
this step,” Brown said.
Other changes that were
made to the formal investigation process include an amendment to the language in the
preliminary meeting section.
Under the U.S Department of
Education, the respondent is
now not presumed guilty of the
alleged harassment until the
conclusion of the investigation.
The overall outline for a formal investigation includes a
preliminary meeting, an assignment of investigators and
adjudicators, notice of investigation, investigation, close evidence, review of directly related
evidence, investigators written
report, review investigator’s report, live question-and-answer
and conclusion of investigation.
Additionally, all evidence for
the investigation must be submitted by a specific deadline.
As of Oct. 15, Taylor’s Title
IX office has not run through
t he ne w l y a mende d for mal investigation.
echo@taylor.edu

New ethics bowl leaders
Club works together
without supervisor
Darin Jordan

there’s still time!

Staff Writer

Whether they have an experienced adviser or not, Taylor’s
Ethics Bowl teams plan on getting to the national competition
this year.
Before his departure, Jim
Spiegel, former professor of philosophy and religion, was the
Ethics Bowl sponsor. Abby Kuzma, Hallbrook chair of government, has been working with
the club since last year and is
doing many of the necessary
steps to fill in, but a long-term
replacement is coming in the
form of visiting instructor of
philosophy and religion, Koert
Verhagen.
Despite the change in leadership, Taylor’s Ethics Bowl
teams have been going ahead
with practices, and are planning on competing this year.
Junior Stephen White said practices can still go well because
the members and captain lead
most of the practices anyway.
While the adviser does engage with the team, they don’t
do so constantly like a sports
coach. Instead Spiegel let the
team do most of the work
during a practice, and would
step in occasionally to offer
more insight into a situation.
Much of the interaction is between the under and upperclassmen, so they get to know
each other and are reliant on
themselves, not the adviser
for solutions.
Kuzma, the assistant sponsor, has been the main faculty
member in charge of the club,
and Ethics Bowl president and
senior Reilly LaRose has also
stepped up his role. Other faculty are stepping in to fill the
temporary gap.
“I’m very proud of my teammates and Abby Kuzma, and
some other philosophy professors have also been helping
and supporting us in the background a little bit,” Ethics Bowl

deadline extended until this Friday, October 23
go to forms.gle/EcP1GySahT3SC1nFA
or @parnassustayloru on instagram to submit
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Abby Kuzma, Hallbrook chair of government

vice president and junior Elizabeth Hammond said.
Even though things are still
running in Ethics Bowl and the
philosophy department, they
are short several staff members, and Verhagen’s coming
will be appreciated.
Verhagen graduated from
Taylor with a B.A. in philosophy in 2011, so this will not be
his first time on campus. His
coming was delayed though, by
two weeks of quarantine in Michigan after he arrived in the U.S.
from Scotland.
“We’re really excited because
he’s a Taylor grad, and he knows,
he has some professional ethics
experience, so we’re really excited to meet him,” junior Jared
Smith said.
Schools had to be registered for
regionals by mid-September, so
that is already taken care of for
Verhagen. He’ll only have about a
month on the job before his club is
ready for regional competitions,
which will be virtual this year.
This year, Taylor will be sending two teams to regionals, and
hopefully making it to nationals. Only one team needs to
qualify for everyone from the
school to go. If they make it,
it will be Taylor’s 11th year in
a row to qualify for nationals.

“It’s just really exciting to
see that we have enough people who present three teams,”
Hammond said. “Last year we
had a team of three. In my
freshman year, we also only
had two teams, so being able
to have three teams of four people is like, wow, that’s a lot more
than we ever have had, this is really exciting.”
Unfortunately, a recent rule
change has dictated that Taylor can only send two teams to
regionals, but at least they will
be full and have substitutes.
Teams are allowed to have
three to five players in at a time,
but they may carry subs. Schools
that reach nationals are allowed
to change around their team
members if they want to create
the strongest combination.
In the week or so before regionals which will be Nov. 14
this year, Ethics Bowl is planning on holding a mock competition with their teams facing
each other. People are welcome
to come and see what the club
looks like in action.
“I’ve been really proud of
how we’ve all come together to
continue Ethics Bowl, and just
keep it at its core of what it’s
about,” Hammond said.
echo@taylor.edu
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“In Ecuador, people didn’t really talk about
the Bible unless it was to make
fun of Christians.”
Pia Briz reflects on her faith, education
moving to the U.S.

Noyes finds grace in unusual times
Artist shares her
journey back to Taylor
Emma Moorman
Staff Writer

“I just want to love people,”
Naomi Noyes said.
After a wild and unpredictable journey over the past several months, this is the goal
Noyes has set for herself: she
just wants to love people, unconditionally, the way Jesus
would.
Noyes, the 23-year-old talented muralist, never expected
that her time after graduating
would turn into not only a wild
ride, but a long and unconventional testament to God’s
grace.
She reflects on where this
crazy journey all began and
starts to share her tale.
After graduating from Taylor University last December
as a Graphic Design and Illustration major, Noyes packed up
and moved her life to Colorado.
“I didn’t really want to, but
I felt this calling that the Lord
wanted me to go to Colorado,”
she said.
Knowing no one in The Centennial State but her brother,
Noyes was able to make a living
by nannying.
However, the loneliness of
moving to an unknown place
by herself began to creep in.
“You go from having indispensable friends at Taylor to
maybe one person you could
hit up at church and be like
‘Hey, wanna go to church?’ or
‘Wanna watch the bachelor?”
she said.
Even as she was starting to
make some friends and become more comfortable with
the environment around her,
COVID-19 shutdowns hit and
prompted a big life change for
Noyes once again.
She ventured back to her
home in Wheaton, Illinois,
which ultimately wasn’t a
beneficial time for her. Feeling trapped at home, she
butted heads with family members and received some unfair

accusations. On top of that,
she felt the pressure of wanting to succeed in living on her
own.
“I didn’t want to fail in moving out of the house,” she said.
So, just like that, she booked
a one-way trip back to Denver.
Unable to continue nannying
due to COVID-19, she received
a random FaceTime call from
her dad, who encouraged her
to join him camping throughout Arizona. Noyes took him
up on it and began driving to
her new destination.
On the way to Arizona, Noyes experienced a snowstorm,
which led to a massive car
accident.
“I should’ve died,” she said.
“The accident happened right
in front of me. I almost slid
into someone else’s car as another car came barreling at
me, that by the grace of God
only missed me by an inch.”
She witnessed a family get
hit as her car remained completely unscathed. Sobbing
and unable to continue driving, she called a friend from
Taylor, who miraculously lived
only about 10 minutes away.
During her time there, her
friend presented her with the
book ‘The Ragamuffin Gospel’
by Brennan Manning. Noyes
read it and was surprised by
how relevant it was to her current struggles.
“It was all about grace,
which I was really struggling
with,” Noyes said.
With a new perspective and
a couple days gone by, Noyes continued her venture to
Arizona. She explained that
her dad, who isn’t a believer,
met her and her needs with so
much grace and compassion.
Noyes felt that her and her
father, who hadn’t been present for most of her middle
school and high school years,
really made up for lost time
while camping together.
“I saw the Lord working in
his life,” she said. “His heart
had softened enough to love the
way Jesus loves even though he
doesn’t really know Him.”

She was taken aback by how
much grace and love her father
had for her, while she couldn’t
even give grace to herself.
“How can I not give myself
grace and call myself a Christian?” she asked.
After her time in Arizona,
Noyes headed back to Colorado with no clue what the future might hold. Living out of
her car with only about $300 in
her bank account, her brother offered to put her in a hotel room.
One night, whilst in her hotel room, she heard screaming
and shouting outside her door.
Nervous and confused, she felt
God prompt her to go outside
and see what was happening.
“I go outside barefoot in my
pajamas and find this girl sobbing on the side of the road,”
Noyes said.
A sobbing teenage girl whose
boyfriend had just left her with
no belongings, no cell phone
and locked out of all of her social media accounts.
Noyes, trusting in the Lord,
invited this girl into her room
and they formulated a plan to
get her back to her family in
Florida.
Noyes took her to Walmart
the next day, bought her a tablet and groceries and gave her
her number in case she needed it.
And again, from this instance, Noyes finds herself
learning about God’s grace.
She wept after her encounter with this random girl. Noyes realized that God had so
much grace and love for not
only this stranger, but for her
own family and for herself.
“I don’t know where all this
immense love for someone
came from,” she said. “I gave
all my money to her and I
didn’t care. If I could do this
every day, I would. This is
what the Lord calls us to do.
The fact that I could love this
girl even an ounce… the Lord
loved her so much more than
I can fathom.”
Wo v e n w i t h v i s i b l e
string throughout this
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After graduating with her undergrad, Naomi Noyes worked in Colorado.

entire adventure, was the
overwhelming theme of God’s
grace.
“Grace is the biggest thing
for me,” Noyes said. “Grace
is enough.”
Believing that this is God’s
next step for her, Noyes is currently involved in the Master
of Arts in Higher Education
(MAHE) program at Taylor. She
feels like she’s reentered the
world of Taylor University as
a completely different person,
using this story as part of her
testimony, a way to empathize

with and encourage others.
Whether it be through divine opportunities in Colorado hotels or Arizona deserts,
whether it be through her artwork that reaches many, or if
it’s just through her everyday
interactions with others, it’s
evident that Noyes reflects the
light of Christ.
Her intentions are to show
grace and love to all those
around her.
And that’s exactly what she
does. She just loves people.
echo@taylor.edu
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Pia Briz reflects on her faith, education moving to the U.S.
Comparing the U.S.
with Ecuador
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

Junior Pia Briz did not grow
up around here. To be precise, she grew up in Ecuador,
in the province of Pichincha
near a city called Quito.
Although she was raised
somewhat Catholic, one experience that stands out in
her transition to the U.S. is
learning about Christianity. In the U.S., she began going to an Evangelical church
that took a whole different

Photograph provided by Pia Briz

Junior Pia Briz is now studying
PPE and journalism at Taylor.

approach to Christianity.
Even though it was different, she enjoyed getting
to read the Bible and learn
about who Jesus is.

“It felt really right to read
the Bible and talk about it,”
Briz said.
In Ecuador, people didn’t
really talk about the Bible
unless it was to make fun
of Christians.
A d a p t i n g t o t h e re l i gion wasn’t the only change
though ; American culture
was a whole new way of life
for Pia to learn.
“So, yeah, when I first came
here, it was, it was really
shocking,” Briz said. “At first,
I was like, everything looked
so new and so different.”
Even if America did not
match her expectations of everything being like Hollywood
and driving fast cars, there
are still benefits to living in
the U.S.
In many ways it is safer.
she is glad that she does not
have to deal with some of the
crime in Ecuador, like her uncle who got killed because
he wouldn’t give a thief his
smartphone.
College also presents a huge
opportunity for her. Pia remembers the best college over
there is around $5,000, which
she said is expensive for most.
However, not everything in
the U.S. is good. Even though
she does not look any different than the average caucasian
American, her accent shows a
difference, and she has experienced racism.
She remembered when President Donald Trump won the
election, someone in middle
school said she would have to

Photograph provided by Pia Briz

Junior Pia Briz grew up in Ecuador, which gave her unique experiences and developed her as a person.

go home now. Although she
has not had to face much of
this, it is still difficult to feel
unwanted just because she
grew up in another culture.
Other than that, she misses her home some. In Ecuador
she lived in a mountain valley,
so very close to their house
there was a mountain they
could climb on day trips.
Some may think coming to a
first world country like the U.S.
is smart, and others may think
it is unpatriotic of her to leave
her home country. The reasons

that she came to the U.S. are
kind of complicated.
Her father had started college here, and after he had to
leave in the middle of it, he decided that his kids would be
able to go to college in the U.S.
Pi a’s parents mad e h er
and her two older siblings
learn English , and as her
siblings went to the U.S. to
do highschool, Pia was not
surprised when it was her
time to start freshman year
in Indiana.
She didn’t like it much

though; she had a boyfriend
back in Ecuador, and that
was home. In the U.S. everything is new in a weird sort of
way, the food is not as good,
and she can only speak English, because no one understands Spanish.
Gradually, she grew to like it
more, and appreciates the advantages to living in the U.S.,
like getting a driver’s license.
That is not to say that she
plans on staying here the
rest of her life. Pia is majoring in Philosophy, Politics and

Economics (PPE) and minoring in Journalism because she
wants to be involved in decision-making, and telling people what is going on.
W hi le sh e does li ke Ecu a d o r, s h e i s n o t s e t o n
going there because of all
th e crim e and corruption
that she would have to
deal with.
“ I fe el li ke my job could
get me like in different places,
like I could travel anywhere,”
Briz said.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Students advocated for racial reconciliation in the recent Taylor Unity March.

Stop saying sorry and take action
Racial tensions aren’t
eased with words
Greg
Dyson

Guest
Contributor
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Michael Hammond serves as Provost for Taylor University.

Our View

New Spring schedule
causes concerns
A little over a week before an
already shortened, but much
needed Fall break, students received an email detailing the
plan for the Spring 2021 semester schedule.
The most shocking thing
this email laid out was that
spring break will be shortened to only one day, and will
instead be spread out to create
three long weekends throughout the semester : interterm break, Spring break and
Easter break.
These decisions were made
to follow guidelines of the Pandemic Response Team and try
to slow the spread of COVID-19
which increases when students travel off-campus, Provost Michael Hammond said.
The policy was reviewed
by the Academic Policy
Committee, Faculty Officers, Deans Council, Department Chairs and the Senior
Leadership Team.
We at the Echo approach the
newly revised Spring schedule with amounts of hesitation and concern, a sentiment
echoed by many students
around campus.
First, though the number of
class days in the revised Spring
semester schedule is one less
than originally planned, the
number of holidays and breaks
has been shortened from five
days to two.
One of these holidays taken
away is Easter Monday.
This presents the dilemma
that many students traveling
home for Easter will need to
either travel back to campus
on Easter, perhaps cutting
short time that would normally be spent celebrating
the holiday with family, or return late to campus, possibly
missing classes.
Another concern is that
splitting up breaks into three
long weekends will encourage the opposite of what was
intended: traveling home or
off-campus.
Though fall break was
shortened to only a threeday weekend with hopes that

fewer students would make
the trip off-campus, many still
took the weekend to travel
home to family or take a trip
with friends.
Posts on social media revealed students traveling as far
as Denver, Colorado and West
Virginia for their one day off.
If students choose to travel
to this extent for each threeday weekend in the Spring semester, then the potential for
bringing COVID-19 back to campus could actually increase.
A third reason for concern is
the lack of room in the Spring
semester schedule to allow students to take time off
and rest.
For many of those students
in time-consuming or stressful majors, longer breaks such
as Thanksgiving or spring
break provide much needed opportunities to take a
break, sleep a desired number
of hours or spend time doing
relaxing activities.
“You need to take a break before you break,” an article published by CNBC said.
For both employees and
students, time off from work
is necessary to rest, recharge
and prevent burnout.
BrainMD.com says that research shows that those who
take breaks experience many
mental and physical health
benefits including living longer, increased productivity,
more creativity and an improved mood.
Hammond said that the Pandemic Response Team (PeRT)
has been monitoring the developments of COVID-19 daily and
will make the necessary changes for the safety of campus.
The Our View represents
the official opinion of the student newspaper on different
issues, as determined by a
consensus of The Echo Editorial board members. Readers
are welcome to submit their
views on these issues in a letter to the editor to:
echo@taylor.edu

While sitting on the bed next
to my best friend, we were both
about 8-years-old, looking for
something fun to do. He was
carving out a lampshade using a sharp box cutter knife.
He was hoping to make an eagle’s face and then to project
the silhouette onto the wall. It
sounded so cool!
We were both so focused
on what he was doing, that if
it were not for the stabbing
pain and gushing blood from
my leg, we would not have noticed that he had accidentally stabbed me. Just above my

kneecap and straight through
my denim jeans protruded the
long, sharp object. He just kept
saying over and over again,
“I’m so sorry, I’m so sorry!” I
only had one thought: please
stop apologizing and pull it out
of my leg.
Our battle with racial forgiveness feels the same way.
People who observe the injustice of racism keep saying, “I’m
sorry, I’m sorry, I’m sorry!” It is
like after the death of a loved
one, being at a loss for words
we say “I’m sorry for your loss”.
Comparatively, what damaged
groups need regarding the issue of racism is for someone
to take the “razor” of injustice
out of our bodies. You and I
live on one side or the other
of the razor right now — on
the majority side of the razor,
feeling like someone should
accept your apology. You keep

giving it over and over again
and frankly, you’re becoming
frustrated that hurt individuals won’t accept your words
as being enough. For the minority, living on the receiving end of the razor, feeling
like someone should stop the
pain. Relationships impacted
by ethnicity are quite messy.
There is no easy way to say
this, but 1,000 apologies and a
dime won’t even make a phone
call in the state of Indiana.
There is help from God’s
Word. 1 John 1:9 says, “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” The idea of
confession is more than simply
apologizing. Webster defines
confession as “disclosure of
one’s sins.” Confession is recognizing that God is calling
for us to say the same thing

that He is saying about the issue at hand. It’s specific, clear,
contrite and authentic. From
the position of the offender,
regarding racism, there is the
impression of never quite being sure who to blame. After all,
“I didn’t own any slaves” might
be your defense , and “ I have a
(other ethnicity than your own)
friend.”
From whom, exactly, are people expecting an apology, and
for what? Maybe that is why
our society is still so stuck
when it comes to racial issues.
We’re not able to agree on what
the problem is. So, God may be
saying something about an issue like racism, but we can’t
say the same thing about it because we don’t see the same
problem. Nothing to confess.
Oh God, help us to see what
you see.
echo@taylor.edu

Convulsion, changes and calamities
A guide to proper
political discourse
Jakob
Miller

Guest
Contributor

The first presidential debate
was relatively widely panned.
Large stretches of time were
completely unintelligible as
the two candidates talked over
one another and threw personal attacks.
Partisans on both sides announced their candidate’s
victory while commentators
bemoaned the lack of civility
and substance, and worried
about the implications for our
democracy. Most people tuned
out quickly.
But, to my knowledge, neither Trump nor Biden accused
the other of being a corpse. It’s
easy to get caught up in the
heated language and strong
feelings of modern politics,
and assume that we are a nation on the brink.
How can a nation of the
people stand when the people
won’t stand together? But this
fear — as understandable as it
might be — betrays a lack of
perspective. In 1800, Adams
described his opponent, Jefferson, as a godless firestarter
who promised disaster if elected: “the air will be rent with the
cries of the distressed, the soil
will be soaked with blood, and
the nation black with crimes.”
In turn, Jefferson described
Adams’ secret plot to install
himself as King of America.
Adams retaliated by spreading
rumors of Jefferson’s death —
for my money, an unparalleled
piece of negative campaigning.
The election of 1800 was by no
means the worst, either. See
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During the election of 1800, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson often expressed their disdain for each other.

Swint’s book “Mudslingers” for
plenty of sordid stories.
Of course, it might be cold
comfort to simply point out
that things have been worse
before. It doesn’t help to tell
someone who’s lost a leg that
others have lost two. But we
can take two lessons from this,
at least: first, that loud political arguments can often exaggerate the actual degree of
political division the country faces. In 2019, Professor
Morris P. Fiorina published
“Culture War? The Myth of a
Polarized America.” His controversial argument was that
Americans are no more polarized today than in the days
of Jimmy Carter. The parties
might be more polarized, the
elites might be louder about
pointing out divisions that
exist — but Americans today
thought pretty much the same
things as they did back then.
The More in Common project, a massive survey of American political views, supports

this view: while they find small
groups of outspoken partisans
who are very public about their
dislike for the other side, the
vast majority of Americans
have strong, quiet political
views coupled with a healthy
respect for free expression, differing views, and compromise.
Not moderates or centrists,
but rather humble in their convictions. The debate, in other
words, is most likely not an accurate picture of how we truly
feel about our neighbors.
Second, our democracy is
robust to strong disagreement.
In fact, it thrives on it. A Federalist in the election of 1800
is quoted by historians as expecting the fierce division in
that election to doom the nation to “convulsions, changes,
and calamities”.
Yet, like all such fierce elections, things rapidly settled
back down – and reforms in
the aftermath of that election
made our political system
stronger in the long run.

Trees need stress to grow
strong, as the Biosphere 2 experiments showed. Similarly,
our political system was forged
in a period of extraordinary
political division – Madison
described Americans in Federalist No. 10 as “much more
disposed to vex and oppress
each other than to cooperate
for their common good”.
Our country is designed,
therefore, to not only survive but thrive in such an
environment.
Honest, humble, and loving disagreement and discussion helps us grow. None
of this is to excuse or glorify
name-calling, insults or political bomb-throwing. If you
are concerned about the state
of modern political rhetoric,
you’re right to be. But hopefully we can approach this problem with a sense of scale, love
for those we disagree with, and
confidence in a system founded
on free expression.
echo@taylor.edu
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How to use reading for learning, inspiration

If you’re interested in working at

Why reading is
essential for youth
Amelia
Bostick

contact echo@taylor.edu for

Staff
Contributor

more details!

Human life has value
Stressing what it
means to be pro-life
Charis
Negley

Guest
Contributor

Human life expresses value
and worth at all stages, and
measures not taken to preserve
it need reform.
Areas that are not taking
into account the worth of life
would be the process of abortion, the practicing of capital
punishment and the looseness of gun laws according to
state governments.
Abortion is an infringement
on the right to life, because biologically life starts at conception when the zygote is formed.
For that reason, his or her life
should be treated as a person
with every right given to human beings already born. It
would be considerate of life
for the courts to reevaluate the
humaneness of the practice of
aborting children, because unborn children’s lives are of extreme value.
I interviewed Lilia Synder on
the matter. Lilia considers herself pro-life, believing that life
is precious because it has been
given by God. She identifies as
a Christian, so she believes in
the following of the commandment against murder, and that
abortion is the breaking of such
a law. She believes that abortion should not be legal once
life starts, considering that life
begins once the heartbeat of a
fetus can be detected.
The U.S. is one of only 58
countries left in the world that
legalizes and uses the death
penalty as punishment. I believe that the taking away of
life, even as a punishment for
crime, should not be a right
for the justice system to have.
We should have the right to
our own lives, but not to take
other lives prematurely. The
death penalty has also taken
the lives of innocent people,
or people who were discriminated against at time of arrest
or accusation.

I believe that gun laws
should be stricter according to
state. In my own hometown of
Wilmington, Del., I often hear
of the constant crime and killings, the number of which
could possibly be lessened if
there were firmer laws. Wilmington is ranked in the top 25
cities in the country for the
crime/violence rate, and 12
for murder rate. I believe that
each state should take into account crime/violence rate and
murder rate before setting gun
laws, and then set them responsibly and respectively.
At the very least, gun buyers
should be required to have a
permit or license to buy a gun,
which is not the required case
in most U.S. states.
I interviewed Kaitlyn Crawford to discuss the subject. She
is a believer in loose gun laws
due to her support of the Second Amendment. She said that
she believes that there should
be equal laws under the Federal Government concerning
guns instead of each state making their own requirements for
gun ownership. I disagree on
that. I think that, because the
danger regarding the use of
guns differs vastly from city to
city and state to state, states
should take that danger into
account and make gun laws
accordingly, which is not currently the case, proving a danger to the lives of Americans.
The value of human life is
not a matter to be ignored.
Life is valuable at all stages and
should be protected, whether
the matter being considered
is abortion, suicide, assisted
suicide, capital punishment,
or gun laws. The worth of life
should never be determined by
the way another person feels.
The government of the US
should be trying to safeguard
all life, to the best of its abilities, keeping human life from
harm. If the nation fully recognizes the extreme value of
life, the nation will become a
much safer place for people of
all ages, giving them the minimal respect that every human
being is due.
echo@taylor.edu

In a technology-driven
world, the best thing parents
can do for their children is
to raise them as well-rounded readers.
According to a Pew News
research study published in
September 2019, titled ‘Who
doesn’t read books in America?,’ “Roughly a quarter of U.S.
adults (27%) say they haven’t
read a book in whole or in part
in the past year, whether in
print, electronic or audio form.”
The art of reading is one lost
in our current society, resulting in a habit of constructing
information bubbles that comfort and sustain a single-minded way of living.
Is this the way we want to
raise the next generation?
“It (reading) definitely enriches the way you view the
world, especially if you read
books from lots of different
perspectives, because it expands your own worldview,”
Taylor student Kay Rideout
said. “You’re not stuck in what
only you think because you’ve
been introduced to the opinions or worldviews of other
people.” Rideout was raised
a reader and recognizes how
reading, and the ability to read,
is truly a privilege that not everyone has access to.
While we as Americans tend
to view reading as something
merely assigned to us in a classroom, others are not even given the option of picking up a
book and skimming the pages.
In this context, refusing to read
is an abuse of privilege.
Fellow Taylor student Kyla
Russell shared, “Although, literacy was certainly a part of my
childhood, as I have grown older it’s clear to me that reading
was never the main pillar of my
youth experience.
In observing my fellow classmates, I realize that reading
was not deeply instilled in my
every day as it was for others.
This starts with my parents. Independently, I became a more
engaged reader and I look forward to kickstarting that experience for my children.”
Once you’ve recognized the
privilege it is to hold a book,
the question becomes “what
books should I hold?”
Pamela Paul and Maria Russo formulated an in-depth
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Chimamanda Adichie gave a TED talk in July of 2009 on the importance of reading.

article published in The New
York Times titled “How to
Raise a Reader” for parents
wondering this very thing, the
main advice being to search
for books in which your child
can see a piece of every part of
the world in. “All children need
to encounter books that present the variety of cultural traditions and family structures
that coexist in our communities. Exposing children to diversity in books will prepare
them for life in a diverse world.”
Paul and Russo said.
This works to expand your
child’s worldview and prepare
them to be able to actively interact with their surroundings.
Without multidimensional

reading resources, ignorance
grows and lingers.
Despite the importance of
diverse literature, too often,
children are not able to see
themselves in classic and popular literature.
In a TED Talk from July 2009
spoken by Chimamanda Adichie, she speaks to her upbringing in Nigeria and how
the books she had access to as
a child affected her thinking.
“Because all I had read were
books in which characters
were foreign, I had become
convinced that books by their
very nature had to have foreigners in them and had to
be about things with which I
could not personally identify.”

Adichie said.
Books should exist as an additional learning tool, assisting your child in their own
personal coming-of-age. Each
page functions as a classroom
where thoughts and ideas can
be spread.
However, the main experience of reading, according
to Paul and Russo, “should
be beautiful, fun, curiosity-quenching and inspiring.”
There must be a balance between reading to educate and
reading for pleasure, and it
is when both of these things
can be accomplished at once
that a child truly has become
a well-rounded reader.
echo@taylor.edu
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Wilmington, Del. is ranked No. 25 in the U.S. for crime rates, and No. 12 for murder rates.
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“For thirty minutes, I stare at the
world and I feel the world stare
back at me.”
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Introducing news co-editors Tiemens, Kary

Each other’s
better halves

Kay Rideout
Staff Writer

The Efficient Dynamic Duo.
That’s how junior Ellie Tiemens and sophomore Ansley
Kary would describe their relationship as co-editors for The
Echo’s News section.
Both Tiemens and Kary came
to Taylor looking for a small,
Christian college experience
and chose to get involved with
The Echo in the first semester
of their freshman year.
When Kary first joined The
Echo as a staff writer, she was
placed in the arts and entertainment section. After just half a semester, however, she asked to be
moved to News. When her section editor began looking for a
co-editor, Kary stepped up to the
plate – only to find herself operating alone when her co-editor
stepped down later that year.
Kary agreed to return as a section editor this year, but only on
the condition that a new co-editor be found.
“This section is definitely a

co-editor position; you can’t do
it on your own because news is
so fast-paced and changing and
you need someone to lean on,”
Kary said.
That’s when Tiemens stepped
into the picture.
As a professional writing major, Tiemens knew she wanted
to get involved in something related to writing and decided to
join The Echo as a staff writer
for the news section. Tiemens
continued in that position until
she left Taylor to study abroad in
the second semester of her sophomore year. When she returned,
she agreed to become a co-editor for the news section.
“Ansley was like, ‘Hey, co-editor?’ And I was like, ‘Absolutely!’”
Tiemens said.
Kary remembered working
alongside Tiemens to co-write
a news piece the first semester
of her freshman year. Kary had
never co-written an article before but found that Tiemens was
very supportive and shared the
workload “50/50.”
“She emailed everyone, set up
some interviews, and I was like,
‘This girl is on top of things,’”
Kary said. “First impression: I

loved working with Ellie.”
That first impression has
only been confirmed over the
course of this semester as the
two co-editors have learned to
appreciate the different skill sets
each one brings to the table.
“I’m not good at editing, but
Ellie is amazing at it in ways
that I’m not, and so I was really thankful that someone could
compliment me in that way,”
Kary said.
Meanwhile, Kary is able
to speak to the more technical side of newswriting and is
equipped with a more journalistic background.
“Since I don’t have a journalism background and that’s
not in my future as much, Ansley having more of that strong
suit has been really great,” Tiemens said.
This year, Tiemens and Kary’s
goal for their section is simple:
to inform the student body.
Both co-editors feel strongly that Taylor students deserve
to be informed and that it is the
news section’s responsibility to
provide students with the truth
about current events on campus
and in the world at large.
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Ellie Tiemens and Ansley Kary are co-editors of The Echo’s News section.

“We feel like it’s our responsibility to report fairly and unbiasedly,” Kary said. “We’re just
trying to cover the things that
we think are most important
to students.”
One unique challenge that Tiemens and Kary face as co-editors for the News section is
making sure stories are produced in a timely manner while

maintaining a doable workload for their staff writers. This
means that the two co-editors
often find themselves covering
any breaking stories that might
occur – even if it means skipping
a day’s worth of classes in order
to submit an unexpected story
in time for production.
However, the co-editors acknowledge that this year’s staff

writers have been incredible
assets to the news section. According to Tiemens and Kary,
the various talents represented among their staff writers is
amazing, and has taken a lot of
pressure off the shoulders of the
co-editors.
“We couldn’t produce this section without them,” Kary said.
echo@taylor.edu

The Bachelorette Breakdown Modern Solutions Required
Looking at Crawley’s
season premiere

When life gives
you leaves

Holly Gaskill

Katie Pfotzer

Co-Editor in Chief

After months of not knowing
what to do with our Monday
nights, The Bachelor franchise
is back.
And boy, is it back.
As shown in the first episode’s introduction of her, the
season’s bachelorette Clare
Crawley entered the Bachelor franchise in Juan Pablo
Galavis’ season of ‘The Bachelor.’ As Galavis lost favor with
the audience, Crawley walked
away from the final rose ceremony with her head held high.
She delivered the famous line,
“What you just made me go
through, I would never want
my children having a father
like you.”
She continued to star in
‘Bachelor in Paradise’ twice
and ‘Bachelor Winter Games’
once. At the ‘Bachelor Winter Games’ Tell-All, she got
engaged to her on-screen
romance, Benoit Beauséjour-Savard. However, the engagement didn’t last.
Personally, I think her background with Galavis is exactly
what landed her the role this
season. After a dramatic and
messy break-up between Peter Weber and Hannah Sluss
on the last season of ‘The
Bachelor,’ Crawley seems like

Staff Writer
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The bachelorette, Clare Crawley, meets potential husband Dale Moss.

a redemption of a Sluss’s similar Bachelor break-up.
However, I think her impulsiveness shown with Beauséjour-Savard shows up in the
chaos that will ensue this
season.
On the first night, Crowley
said, “I definitely just found
my husband” immediately after meeting contestant Dale
Moss. She also gave him the
first impression rose later in
the night.
Based on comparing shots
from the previews, we know
Crawley says she loves Moss.
However, it’s unclear exactly how Crawley “blows up the
Bachelor,” as host Chris Harrison says in another season
preview.
Other previews tease the
idea that Crawley can’t pursue
other relationships aside from
Moss, and brings filming to a
halt. The other men are clearly frustrated with this, so they
attack Moss’ character and
threaten to walk out.
Personally, I’m not sure if

their accusations about Moss
hold any validity. I think the
drama may just stem from the
other contestants’ jealousy and
frustration. It seems clear that
Crawley sticks with her choice
when she says, “I will apologize if I hurt you, but I will not
apologize for love,” in the premiere’s ending teaser. If there is
validity to contestants’ claims,
I don’t foresee it being something that keeps Crawley there.
Then, as speculated through
paparazzi, Tayshia Adams—
who was in the final three
of Colton Underwood’s season—comes on to be the new
bachelorette, which is also
alluded to in the premiere’s
ending teaser. From there, it’s
unclear what the season will
look like. There’s no telling
how many episodes will pass
until Crawley leaves or how
many will follow Adams joining the cast.
However, one thing is clear:
this is not going to be a normal
season of ‘The Bachelorette.’
echo@taylor.edu

I have been thinking a lot
about being outdoors and taking walks and what it means
to be a whole person. One of
Taylor’s mantras is that we are
“whole person focused,” but I
think in the buzz of classes and
activities it is easy to forget to
take time to do the things that
actually make us feel whole.
For me, one of those things
is being outside. I have always
felt the presence of God most
clearly—not when I am reading
my Bible or forcing a prayer or
hearing a sermon—but when I
am immersed in nature.
This is especially true in
autumn when the world has
erupted in color. My drive to
church in Muncie is my best
chance to see the leaves. For
thirty minutes I see the reds,
the yellows, the greens.
To me, fall is so poignant because it is such strong evidence
of God’s grace. The turning of
the leaves and the hibernation
of the trees does not have to be
as beautiful as it is. Fall could
be a season of death where the
leaves all look sickly before
dropping in big, sad heaps to
the ground. Instead, they are
art, painted by a loving and
gracious God.
I still remember when my
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Contributor Katie Pfotzer comments on the changing colors of fall.

friend, junior Ashley Anderson, and I both stayed on
campus for fall break freshman year. The highlight of this
break was taking a fall walk.
For both of us, it was our first
Midwest fall and we had never seen such treasures of ruby
and gold before. Every year,
Anderson presses leaves in
a book to preserve the best
of the season’s yield and the
memories associated with every foundling.
I kept forgetting to take my
fall walk this year. I would remember every Sunday as I
rode alongside friends, Bon
Iver drifting quietly out of the
rolled down windows into the
Indiana countryside.
Finally, I remembered on
my way back to my dorm from
class. I saw the woods and
their reflection in the lake. My

thoughts were beckoned to
that small crop of trees and
the adventure that lay within.
I listened to the crush of the
leaves and the chirping of birds
overhead and the buzz of bees
around me. All of these would
be gone soon. I thought about
a haiku I had read years ago.
I did not remember the words
but I remember the image of
a person staring at a leaf and
imagining themselves in its
place, drifting to the ground
in an autumn breeze.
Fall is transience in evidence. Maybe it is a reflection of this world. Maybe in
New Jerusalem, there will be
no autumn because the eternal will replace the temporary.
I do not have any answers, just
thoughts and a new handful
of leaves.
echo@taylor.edu

A few tips and tricks for all kinds of callings and careers

If you don’t know,
go to the CCO

Lauren MacDonald
Staff Writer

There are many forms of information and opportunities
given on Taylor’s Campus for
students to get connected.
The Calling and Career Office
(CCO) is a way to start getting
those connections and an avenue to turn plans to action in
the future.
“The CCO’s mission statement is to connect students
to people and experiences
that guide them in discerning a
faithful response to God’s call,”
said Director of Calling and
Career and Promising Ventures
Jeff Aupperle. “A lot of what we
do is all about the connections.
This happens through one-onone appointments that are set
through the Handshake app.”
There are many services

provided through the office
that can help you get engaged
with people who work in areas you find interesting like
networking, personal gift/calling tests, aiding in a cover letter, interview tips, internship
searches, entrepreneur coaching and even more options.
These can be set up through
an appointment made in the
Handshake app. This is found
under Schedule A New Appointment tab after selecting
the Career Center page, and
then you have 16 different options to choose from. The office
staff truly work to aid in ways
that will help in specific areas.
Vocation conversations are
also a great thing to set up if
you want to look at the bigger
picture, and just have the desire for a basic conversation to
see where you are landing.
One main service the Calling and Career Office provides is resume reviews. If

you find yourself saying, “Hey
I need this job and I’m applying for it in four days, and
I don’t know where to start
with my resume.” The CCO is
the way to go, says Senior intern Matt Bolander.
There are many practical
ways in which they help professionally, and there is a lot of value in finding out your strengths
and weaknesses and how you
can utilize those for the best.
Along with the actual work
that is being done for students, you also have the opportunity to work alongside
the people who are making all
of this happen.
Senior Matt Bolander has
been working in the CCO as an
intern this fall 2020 semester.
Yet, he has spent quite a lot of
time over the years in the office
during his free time getting to
know the staff.
“‘Hey maybe we’ll pay him
to sit in here and eat lunch

Staff Amber Stanley, Senior intern Matt Bolander and
Senior Intern Sara Recknagel standing outside the CCO.

every day,’” joked Bolander. He
originally got connected with
the Calling and Career Office
his senior year of high school
when Jeff Aupperle gave him
a book titled Design Your Life.
As an intern, you experience
a week of training that teaches
you how to write a resume review, how to start planning for
several events, and discovering
your own personal strengths
and weaknesses.

The CCO has a genuine welcoming atmosphere, and this is
something Bolander expressed
as one of the best parts of the
job as well. He attributes this
to the fact that during training
week, he was able to become
close to his coworkers.
Something to take into account is that you may have
already even seen these Handshake emails piling up in your
inbox, but the first step is to
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make an account, and then you
have access to many extremely valuable tools like these appointments and other surveys
that will aid you in your career
journey.
The Calling and Career Office has something to offer
for everyone, now it’s just up
to you to get involved and
see where your passions will
take you.
echo@taylor.edu
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“He oozes power, and in every scene you’re scared
he’s going to snap and kill everyone.”
‘The Boys’ returns to Amazon
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‘I Gotta Sound’ concert celebrates diversity
Student groups partner
for outdoor concert
Amelia Bostick
Staff Writer

On Oct. 8, the Samuel Morris statues were accompanied
by roughly 90 Taylor students,
unified through their voices.
The idea stemmed from
Reed Spencer, who had originally planned a Civil Rights
tour for Chorale. However, with
COVID-19 restrictions becoming
tighter and tighter, he turned to
the Office of Intercultural Programs for any ideas.
“Dr. Reed Spencer was like,
‘Hey, I have this music, this
brand-new thing that we didn’t
get to share, and I would love
to do an event with the Black
Student Union and Gospel
Choir. Oh, and Taylor theatre
also wants to be involved,’ and
I was like, ‘Okay, yeah,’” said Junior Lauryn Terry, co-president
of the Black Student Union.
Planning for this new event
began over the summer, and
Terry, along with her co-president Senior LaShae Mobley were
thrilled about putting it on.
With the death of George
Floyd and subsequently the
Black Lives Matter Movement
gaining more traction than ever,
it seemed like the perfect time
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Taylor Chorale, Gospel Choir and the Black Student Union collaborated to perform songs of unity on Oct. 8

to throw such an event in order
to make sure those on Taylor’s
campus were truly acknowledging what was happening to
their Black brothers and sisters
in Christ.
Conversations needed to
be started, and people needed to become more educated
on what was happening in the
world around them.
“This is a good time to celebrate the Black performance,

not performing arts, but the
Black experience in general, because there’s a lot of good that
comes from the Black community,” Terry said.
It was a way to bring unity to
Taylor through something that
each student actively interacts
with on a daily basis: art.
Chorale began preparing at
the start of the semester, and
auditions for other showcases
began in early September.

From then on, it became a
constant grind in order to present what many students witnessed at the statues.
“It’s so good for us to show
people who we are, and let people know more about the cultural things that are going on,
no matter who is participating,”
Mobley shared.
From solos, ensembles, skits,
duets and dancing, ‘I Gotta
Sound’ presented impactful

performances that required the
audience to think and truly interact with what they were seeing and hearing.
With personal messages from
the composers of some songs
performed and visible passion
from each student involved, not
only was it an experience for the
viewer, but for those who put it
together and performed it.
Spencer said, “I hope that everyone attending and involved

witnessed the brilliance of
Black artists on our campus
around the country and experienced a way to enter into
discussions of race, justice, human dignity and Christ in our
divided culture with artistry,
kindness and grace.”
Spencer was not alone in
hoping the audience gained a
new perspective.
Mobley, as both a performer and a planner of the event,
shared similar thoughts with
Spencer when asked what she
wanted the audience to take
away from the event.
“I want people to know that
we have a voice that should be
heard through many different
talents and whether it’s singing, dancing, speaking, or just
having a group orchestrated
dance, I just want people to
know that we are here to express ourselves and let them
know who we are as a whole,”
Mobley said.
On Oct. 8, these voices
were heard. It was truly a celebration of culture, diversity
and stories.
“This is not a talent show
for Black people,” Terry said.
“This is not what this is for.
This is to elevate black voices, Black excellence and the
Black experience.”
echo@taylor.edu

MPO offers marimba concert
Concert concludes
outdoor concert season
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer
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Season 2 of ‘The Boys’ hit Amazon Prime on Sept. 4.

‘The Boys’ returns to Amazon
Show offers a new take
on controversial topics
Lucas Berstche
Staff Writer

‘The Boys’ proves it’s no onehit wonder with a “diabolical”
second season.
In the vain of ‘Deadpool,’ ‘The
Boys’ is an incredibly fun superhero show with exploding heads
and foul-mouthed anti-heroes to
boot. It satirizes the genre and attempts to show what it would really be like if superheroes existed.
Instead of having Superman and
the Justice League, who fight for
truth, justice and the American
way, the world is stuck with the
egotistical, sociopathic Homelander and the corporate-owned
Seven, who fight only for approval points, votes and the precious
price of Vought stocks.
Season two picks up right
where the last one left off. Butcher, Hughie and the boys are now
wanted criminals and have begun to lose hope in ever exposing Vought’s corruption. With
nowhere left to turn, they’re
forced to trust Hughie’s superhero ex-girlfriend, Starlight. All the
while, they have to deal with the
influx of “super terrorists” and a
sinister new member of the Seven: Stormfront.
The biggest strength of this
season is the cast and characters. First, there’s Billy Butcher, a
smooth talking anti-hero with a
killer British accent, played brilliantly once again by Karl Urban.
Butcher continues down his revenge-driven warpath, and we

get to see how messed up he really is. That being said, this season also does a fantastic job of
humanizing him and giving him
a bit of an arc.
Hughie Campbell (Jack Quaid,)
the Billy Joel-loving protagonist,
is one of the few “good” guys on
the show. His character shines
this season as he finally learns
to stand up for himself. Mother’s
Milk (I still don’t understand why
that’s Laz Alonso’s name) and
Queen Mave (Dominique McElligott) are great too and steal most
of the scenes they’re in.
In terms of villains, Homelander is quickly becoming one of the
best of all time. Antony Starr is insanely good in this role. He oozes
power, and in every scene you’re
scared he’s going to snap and
kill everyone. Somehow though,
there were still scenes in which I
empathized with him.
Another standout this season
was the action. In season one, too
many of the action scenes were
chopped up in the editing room
to hide the budget. That’s not the
case this time around, and we get
a couple killer showdowns especially in the finale.
This season also retains its
wonderful dark sense of humor.
It’s not all dumb humor either. A
lot of it comes from clever commentary on the real world. For
example, Vought uses Queen
Mave’s coming out as a way to
sell movies and candy bars.
However, while this season
was great, it wasn’t perfect.
For one, the pacing was pretty
bad, and the season definitely
dragged in the middle. This was

partly due to some storyline’s
that went nowhere. The Deep’s
(Chace Crawford) plotline was
funny but took up way too much
screen time and didn’t pay off at
all. A-train (Jessie Usher), a character I loved in season one, was
also kind of wasted. There were
also far too many plot conveniences that drained some of the
tension. The characters escaped
an impossible situation using
blackmail in almost every episode. That being said, the epic
season finale more than made
up for this.
Also, anyone interested in
watching this show should be
warned that it is extremely R-rated and not for the faint of heart.
It’s probably one of the most violent things I’ve ever seen. There’s
also graphic sexual content and
significant explicit language. The
show has a habit of seeing just
how close to the line they can get,
and there are definitely some moments they push too far.
Another thing that’s concerning is the show’s portrayal of Christianity. Christians are
shown worshipping Homelander instead of Jesus, and Starlight
(Erin Moriarty) even proclaims
that the Bible shouldn’t be taken literally. It’s far from a focal
point of the show — and it’s not
the only thing satirized — but it’s
something viewers should know
going in.
All in all, ‘The Boys’ was a slight
step down from season one but
was still an incredibly enjoyable ride.
echo@taylor.edu

Hearing a duck call used as an
instrument is a rare experience.
Hearing a duck call in an outdoor marimba concert is even
rarer. For the Marion Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO,) however,
this was just one more innovation that kept their fall season exciting despite restrictions caused
by COVID-19.
On Sun Oct. 11, an ensemble of
six marimba players performed
at the gazebo at Upland Depot
park at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. These
concerts were free to attend,
and were the last of the smaller
ensembles performing at local
parks for the community.
“I am so glad that we were able
to have this opportunity to be
able to play here. This is a lovely place,” said Joy Frecker, MPO’s
executive director. “To be able to
play under the gazebo is wonderful. It’s so nice for the musicians
that there is a bit of covering and
protection for instruments.”
The previous string ensembles
that performed moved dates and
locations. However, due to the
size of the marimbas, the decision was made to host two on the
same day. Frecker was grateful to
return to the location though.
During the performance, the
modern history of the marimba was followed. The ensemble
played a wide variety of pieces,
including Beatles songs, patriotic tunes, different traditional
dances and classic film scores.
Throughout the performance,
they followed the history of the
marimba, narrated by ensemble
member Dave Robbin.
“The xylophone was a perfect instrument for recording,”
he said. “You could put it in any
place in the room, and it would
sound good.”
This made it more appealing than something like drums,
which have to be carried away
from the recorder to get a decrescendo. Because of this, xylophones and marimbas became
very popular in early Hollywood.
In this time, Eral Hatch taught
many L.A. processions. On
Wednesdays, many of the players
would come into the studio to experiment with classical music in

order to improve their sight-reading. Through many of these sessions, Hatch transcribed and
arranged much of the marimba
music played today.
It was during one of these arrangements that Robbins pulled
out a duck call for a solo, surprising everyone.
“I think that is something you’d
hear a little bit of that sound all
the time in old cartoons,” said
Frecker. “If you think about
some of those old recordings
they like to do some of those
more interesting types of percussion instruments.”
The film themes continued
with the education throughout the show. In a rendition of
‘Star Wars’’ ‘Cantina Band,’ and
an arrangement of The Beatles’
‘Elinor Rigby,’ vibraphones were
highlighted. This sort of marimba was invented in 1918 to create
a deep vibrato in the instrument.
This first was achieved by raising
the resonator pipes up and down
on the instrument, but more recently, fans have been placed
inside the pipes for a fuller effect. This technique is often used
for jazz.
It was with the ‘Cantina Band’
especially that small children
danced around, and everyone
of all ages recognized a familiar
tune. This is the community and
engagement in music that Frecker seeks. She first became fixated
on the marimba as a young child
through a live performance, and
hopes the same for others.
“Always, always support live
music,” Frecker said. “I think it’s
something that was almost taken
for granted before, you know, you
can always YouTube something,
but there’s nothing that can quite
replace just that live encounter
and live music.”
As quickly as it came, it is going
into hibernation. They don’t want
to risk it with the colder weather, but are grateful for the opportunities they have had so far.
Frecker was already wary of the
weather unpredictability, and is
concerned about continuing further into the fall.
They are hoping that by then,
they can have more musicians
involved in the show. However,
due to the good audience turnout
they’ve had, they hope to continue the smaller ensemble shows
around the community. Ultimately, everyone involved just wanted

to express their gratitude.
“Thank you all for being here,”
said ensemble member Cheryl
Guise. “I know we’ve got eight
people maybe, but we have not
played for seven months. So to
be able to get out and do this together, we are just so grateful to
be here.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The Marion Philharmonic Orchestra
showcased their Marimba Concert
experience in Upland on Oct. 11.

A&E
EVENTS

Faculty Recital:
Connor Angell
Oct. 22 & 29, 12-1 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

My Generation

Oct. 24, 6-8 & 9-11 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Guest Piano Recital :
Samuel Rotman
Oct. 30, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Recital Hall

Gaslight Films:
Parasite
Oct. 30 &31,
8:30-10:30 p.m.
Cornwall Auditorium

Global Music
Concert
Nov. 10,- 7:30 – 8:30pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Jane Eyre

Nov. 13-14, 7-10 p.m.
Nov. 15, 2-4:30 p.m.
Nov. 20-21, 7-10 p.m.
Nov. 22, 2-4:30 p.m
Mitchell Theatre

TROJAN NATION
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NBA bubble provides unexpected lessons

League’s gamble creates
safe environment
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

The NBA bubble — an uncertain experiment — worked.
That much can be said after the
Los Angeles Lakers knocked off
the Miami Heat in the NBA Finals last week.
Despit e th e numb er of

obstacles and potential pitfalls
of the NBA’s Disney World campus, the league found a way to
finish their season without
dealing with endless COVID-19
scares. In fact, only four NBA
players that we know of violated the strict rules.
Everyone else hunkered down
and donned MagicBands, Kinexon proximity alarms and
Oura tracking rings that gave
them access to hotel rooms,

alerted them of social-distancing breaches and high temperatures, respectively.
While some of that may seem
excessive, the NBA had the privilege of finishing a season without constantly worrying about
the next game postponement,
something that their counterparts in the MLB and NFL can’t
say.
Portland Trail Blazers Head
Coach Terry Stotts called the

bubble, “probably the safest
place to be in the United States.”
However, creating that safe
environment didn’t come without sacrifices, sacrifices that
other league’s players and staff
weren’t as eager to deal with.
Teams began traveling to Orlando, Fla. on July 7. The Lakers, specifically, spent 95 days
within the campus. That’s 95
days without being able to be
home and 95 days away from
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The NBA played the end of their season in ESPN’s Wide World of Sports complex.

the social problems that the
rest of our country was dealing
with in that timespan.
“I will remember the bubble fondly, but I won’t miss
much,” Washington Post NBA
writer Ben Golliver said. “ This
wasn’t summer camp, and it
wasn’t glamorous.”
While the players were very
vocal about their desire to
play, even if it meant playing
within a bubble environment,
it didn’t mean there weren’t
doubts about their own abilities to withstand the grind of a
months-long restricted bubble.
Even the league’s most recognizable face and voice, Lakers’
forward LeBron James, was having second guesses.
“I’ve had numerous nights
and days thinking about leaving,” James said to Golliver. “I
think everyone has, including
you (media) guys. There’s not
one person who hasn’t thought
‘I’ve got to get the hell out of
here’.”
James’ comments came after
the Milwaukee Bucks refused to
play the Orlando Magic to protest the shooting of Jacob Blake.
Many players were skeptical
of going to the bubble, many
were skeptical of staying in the
bubble and many weren’t ready
to leave their families behind
for months.
Despite those challenges, they
persevered and did something

that many thought was impossible in today’s world. They
went months without a coronavirus outbreak, in a game that
involves constant physical contact and any number of 30 players touching the same ball in a
game.
The NBA is a microcosm
for Taylor University, and the
U.S. in general. Dealing with a
pandemic isn’t easy, and compromising like the NFL and
MLB did can lead us to new
challenges.
That doesn’t mean the NFL
and MLB’s approaches aren’t
working. The MLB, after greatly
altering their initially planned
schedule, is now in the homestretch of their postseason.
The NFL just completed Week
six of a 17-week season. However, they are dealing with positive COVID-19 tests and greater
pressure on their athletes and
coaches to avoid coming into
contact with the virus.
The NBA can set an example for the rest of the nation.
A healthy environment can be
created in today’s world. While
ordinary people may not have
the resources that the lucrative
company did in fighting this
disease, their consistency and
devotion to following guidelines and making sacrifices for
the overall betterment of those
around them were admirable.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor students look to ride their way through campus
A look into the
skate club

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

They see them rolling. They
hating, but nobody can catch
them. The TU skate club is always riding. Whether it be
starting from the student center to riding down devil’s backbone, the skate club is all about
having fun.
“It (the club) started the
second ( full) week of the
school in the semester. Me
and co-founder Drew Collins
said that there were so many
skaters around campus that
skate to class or skate around
for fun. We then thought we
should make a club.” Junior
Joel Freyman said.
Freyman, when making the
club, needed to find a way to
spread the word about it. “We
created an Instagram first
and started following random

people that went to Taylor.”
Freyman and Collins did this
to get the word around.
The duo eventually started
to make plans about the time
and place for when to meet.
They then started to post
on Instagram.
Freyman says that “we chose
to do Sundays. We would be doing it after the Sabbath, and it
would be chill since no one
would be doing much.”
Much to the surprise of Freyman and Collins, two people came to the first showing.
This was truly a happy surprise for both of them. As of
right now, five people show up
per meeting.
“We really just wanted to
have a bunch of skaters, a
bunch of longboarders to come
together,” senior Drew Collins
said.
Collins, the co-founder, has
the same goal and vision for
the club: to get 50 people to
show up by the end of the year.

He said a difficulty for the
newfound club is getting the
word out there. With the Instagram page, they did not know
if it would attract as many people as they hoped.
“We didn’t branch ourselves
too much, we didn’t want to
be extra. This was kind of a
low-key thing,” Collins said.
“The first couple of times were
rough, but we just did it just to
see if it would work. Just trying
to do advertising and keeping
up with Instagram has been
a lot.”
Senior Ruth Brown took
joining th e skat e club as
an opportunity not only to
make friends, but to work on
her skills.
Brown got her board a week
before the meeting. Her roommate has a longboard, and
she asked Brown if they wanted to go to the newly founded
club. They decided to go just
an hour before the club meeting started.She believes in the
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The TU skate club started this year and gives students a unique opportunity.

goal of getting 50 people by the
end of the year for the club, just
as much as Drew Collins and
Joel Freyman.
The skate club has a clear

vision for the future: to have
fun. Their goals are set, and
things are to be met. Freyman
and Collins have big dreams,
and they believe that those

dreams can be reached. Watch
out Taylor University campus, the skate club is rolling
on through.
echo@taylor.edu

Sammy II continues volleyball tradition this season
TU volleyball’s
biggest supporters
Kyle Hayward
Staff Writer

Taylor University is built on tradition and community. For the men of
the second floor of Samuel Morris
Hall, affectionately called Sammy 2,
the volleyball cheer section serves
both purposes.
It all began years ago when Harry Dantona, a former Sammy 2 resident, had an idea.
“He was interested in a girl on the
team,” Harry’s younger brother and
current Sammy 2 PA, Sam Dantona recalls. “He wanted to find a
way to go to the games and make
an impression.”
Naturally, this meant that he convinced other members of the floor
to dress up in random costumes
and scream at volleyball games like
their lives depended on the outcome. From various food items to a
wide range of representatives from
the animal kingdom, there is seemingly no rhyme or reason for most of
the wacky getups.
Harry was rewarded for his efforts; he was promptly asked to go
on the volleyball pick-a-date after

holding a sign asking for just that at
every game.
Some might call it a love story for
the ages. Others simply remember it
as the birth of a new tradition. Long
past its founder’s graduation, this
tradition has continued to survive
and thrive, taking on new significance along the way.
“It’s a great time,” junior Cal Anderson said. “We get to go all out and
be loud. More importantly though, it
gives us a chance to support a group
outside of our own floor.”
Anderson, the leader of the fan
section, has been around to witness
some of the most notable occurrences from the rowdy men of Sammy 2.
“There’s so many good memories
“Between the ridiculous chants and
the costumes, it’s always fun. After
a huge kill, we always get hype and
drop the hammer.” Sammy 2 alumnus Jake “Noodles” Stone used to be
the one to drop the hammer, but he
has since passed the duty, along with
his construction worker costume,
down to sophomore Jack Newcomer.
In the past few years, the men of
Sammy 2 have developed a good
relationship with Coach Erin Luthy
and her team, leading to an annual
scrimmage between the Trojan volleyball team and the men of Sammy

D e r e k Va n P r o o y e
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Crazy outfits and loud supporters dot the seats of Odle Arena for volleyball matches.

2, along with other small events.
“Coach Luthy has been so kind
and cool,” Anderson said. “She has
made food for the floor multiple
times and really shown us her appreciation. It’s been great to have
her as a friend of the floor.”
The memories and recognition
extend beyond those who partake

in the fan section — both Coach Luthy and her team have taken notice
and appreciate the support.
“When we have a good home
crowd, we definitely play our best,”
senior Grace Isaacs said. “We can
definitely tell when Sammy 2 is being rowdy.”
Although she is usually locked

in on the game, Isaacs remembers
some humorous antics from the fan
section during her time with Taylor volleyball.
“When we’re playing against
Spring Arbor a few years ago, they
kept yelling at their libero and
asking her why she was wearing
yellow.” Isaacs said. “The libero

was Stephaney, and she plays for
us now!”
With one home game left in the
season, Taylor volleyball would love
support from all of campus, including their loudest fans. Be sure to
come out to Odle Arena on Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 7:00.
echo@taylor.edu

“That’s always something we talk about,
we have to get the first goal, we
have to get it early.”
Taylor gains their second win of
season against Goshen
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d lessons Taylathon tradition continues again in 2020
Relay race sets
another chapter

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

ugh campus

Taylathon ran its annual race
on Oct. 10. The race was another
in a storied history dating back
to the initial 1948 running.
While other parts of the Taylor
community may look different
due to COVID-19, much of what
students have come to know and
love about Taylathon remained
intact in 2020.
The awkward transitions, the
mechanical issues with bikes,
Crash Corner and enthusiastic
spectators all remained. Even
Mario and Luigi made a cameo
appearance as the event took on
a new Mario Kart theme.
Four teams of 6-8 people from
each class got ready to trek tight
corners, perform nerve-wracking
bike handoffs and ultimately ride
for a victory.
The seniors, donning light yellow shirts, dominated both the
men’s and women’s races. Their
transitions were better, their
laps were faster and they had
the most experience.
The senior men’s team, who
had won in both 2018 and 2019,
raced to a comfortable multi-lap
victory this year.
Senior Matt Wildman took
home the fastest lap, at roughly 41 seconds, and helped build
them an early lead that they
managed to hold onto for nearly
the entire race, outside of a slight
period where the juniors took a
small lead.
“I was not expecting to clock
the fastest lap,” Wildman said.
“The fastest lap in the past has
usually gone to Ross Kimbrell.
He’s a very strong rider and can
crank out some unbelievable
times. I won’t complain about
the achievement, but winning
the race is not about getting the
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The Class of ‘21, in yellow, won yet another Taylathon.

fastest lap, but more about transitions and teamwork.”
The 52-lap race was an adventure. There were some bike problems, a couple of wipeouts and
multiple penalties for crossing
the transition line, or the acceptable area to switch riders.
After the senior class’s firstplace finish, the juniors, sophomores and freshmen followed
behind in that order.
“Winning is always fun,” Wildman said of their third-consecutive victory. “But this year was
more than just a victory, our

team had a reputation to uphold.
I was glad to be able to celebrate
a final victory with our team and
the girls’ team as well.”
It was much of the same for
the senior women. While they
may not have gotten out to as
quick of a lead as the men did,
they enjoyed a comfortable win
over the rest of the contending
classes.
Senior Ellen Durling clocked
the four fastest times in the race,
and helped give fellow senior
Leslie Kolb her second-consecutive finish as the last rider of the

winning team. They hit lap 20 in
the 48-lap event before anyone
else did, and were able to keep
their advantage from that point
forward.
“I was the last rider last year
too, and getting to do it again
this year was just a lot of fun,”
Kolb said. “Last year, I was really focused, and this year I just
wanted to have fun and enjoy it.
It was a lot of fun to get to kind
of repeat that tradition.”
The senior women’s team was
able to both clock the fastest
laps and avoid the most mistakes. Spills and bike problems,
as well as illegal and time-consuming transitions, can derail a
team’s chances of victory.
Kolb said she managed to
avoid any crashes or spills off her
bike, but mentioned that there
was a specific section on the
track where she had fallen in a
practice run that made her think
twice every time she crossed it
during the race.
Those practice runs, despite
there not being much time to
prepare, helped them formulate
a winning strategy. Kolb said the
women’s team practiced roughly four mornings and six evenings for an hour apiece. There
they tried out different transition methods and floated ideas
to each other.
“We tried going with a tall person, and then a short person for
varying heights,” Kolb said about
their order for riding. “We did it
to help with transitions. I’m not
100% sure if it worked, but that’s
what we tried.”
Wildman and Kolb both mentioned that there was only so
much a team could prepare for,
and much of it came down to
their experience in racing the
prior years. Wildman said that
during his freshman year, they
practiced nearly every day for a
month, but that as the years went
on, the lessons learned from the

actual event helped more than
practice.
The two riders expressed their
gratitude to the event, with Wildman calling it his “favorite tradition at Taylor.”
However, much like other events at Taylor, Taylathon
wasn’t always a guarantee with
the potential problems that
COVID-19 provided.
“It’s fair to say at the very beginning (of the semester) that
we didn’t know how feasible
anything would really be,” said
senior Jacob Ferguson, ICC President. “But we had to plan for it
as if we knew we could do it.”
For Ferguson, Taylathon was
something that was important
for him to try to do.
As soon as they got the greenlight, it was about finding ways
to safely have the event, while
also keeping it true to what it
is. The behind-the-scenes work
to have a successful race had already started.
Ferguson said the ICC recruited
riders at the Club Fair, had callout meetings with team captains
adding members to their teams
throughout the days and weeks
leading up to the event. They had
to make sure everything was in
place, from the ambulance to the
tags riders wore on their shirts,
as well as their sponsor Marion
Cycle Works and the presentation of the golden wheel.
“I think Taylathon is a hidden
gem, in a lot of ways,” Ferguson
said. “It’s one of the longest-running traditions, and it’s one of the
more unique. I was really glad we
could have that sense of normality to the Taylor experience. It’s a
fun two hours, but that’s the tip
of the iceberg for two weeks of
riders practicing together, two
months of work at the ICC for
planning, and about 80 years of
tradition shaping and molding
the event.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Volleyball
10/20 Goshen 7 p.m.
10/23 @Grace 7 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

10/21 @Marian 7 p.m.
10/24 Mount Vernon 7 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
10/21 Marian 7 p.m.
10/24 @Mount Vernon 2 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
10/24 Concordia 7 p.m.

Cross Country

10/24 Midwest XC Challenge 12 p.M.

SCOREBOARD
RESULTS FROM
TAYLOR ATHLETICS
Volleyball

10/14 Marian L 1-3

Men’s Soccer

10/10 Goshen W 2-1
10/14 Spring Arbor L 2-3

Women’s Soccer
10/14 Spring Arbor L 0-6

Men’s Golf
10/10 Battle at the Henge 1st

Women’s Golf
10/10 Battle at the Henge 1st

TOP 25 POLLS
Men’s XC……………. . . . . . . No. 1
Women’s XC…………. . . . . . No. 2
Women’s Golf………. . . . . . . No.4
Womens’ Basketball. . . . . . . . . No.7
Baseball…. . . . . . . Receiving Votes
Softball…. . . . . . . .Receiving Votes

Taylor gains their second win of season against Goshen
Goals from Hardy,
Partain carry
Trojans to win
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer
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udents a unique opportunity.

The Taylor men’s soccer team
moved to 2-5 in the Crossroads
League with an important 2-1
win against Goshen last Saturday night. The win tied them
with Saint Francis at six points
in the standings.
Conference games are most
important for Taylor because
they help determine who makes
the conference tournament.
Not all ten teams in the conference make the conference
tournament, only eight do. Taylor is fighting hard to make the
tournament, along with Goshen, making this a key win for
the Trojans.
The Trojans struck first just
over five minutes into the game

with a free kick from junior midfielder Owen Hardy. The ball
slipped right through Goshen
goalkeeper Matias da Fonseca’s
hands and into the net to give
the Trojans not only a 1-0 lead,
but also momentum. It was Hardy’s second goal of the season
and made him the team leader
in goals this season.
“That’s always something we
talk about, we have to get the
first goal, we have to get it early,” Hardy said.
Goshen would respond in the
68th minute though, with a goal
from forward Lucas Bontreger,
assisted by midfielder Adhika
Ezra, tying the game.
Less than ten minutes later,
a through ball to junior Quinn
Partain was shot past Fonseca
giving the Trojans the lead back
and the momentum. The goal
was assisted by freshman midfielder Webby Phiri, it was his
first assist in a Taylor uniform.

It was Partain’s first goal of
the season.
“As a team we have to stay
united even when the other
team scores. If the other team
does score, typically we come together, get on board with each
other, and call each other to a
higher standard,” Partain said
about responding well to an opposing goal.
For the last five minutes, the
Trojans would have to survive
with 10 men instead of 11, as senior Cole Guillaume fouled Goshen’s Juan Calvo and a scrum
resulted with both teams needing to be separated.
Taylor goalkeeper Joaquin
Hansen came up big on Saturday night gathering eight saves,
bringing his total to 52 saves on
the year. That puts him first in
the Crossroads League and tied
for third in the nation in saves.
“Chino (Hansen) is not only
an excellent shot stopper, but

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor gained an important win against Goshen last weekend.

he is key in our possession. Since
Chino is so good with his feet,
he acts as almost another center back in our possession,” Partain said.
Hardy noted that their next
game against Spring Arbor was
key to keep the momentum going, but the Trojans lost 3-2 in

a nailbiter.
Taylor men’s soccer has four
games left, and two of them are
at home against Mount Vernon
Nazarene on Oct. 24, and Saint
Francis on October 31st.
The Taylor women’s soccer
team was scheduled to play
Goshen the same day, but that

game was postponed to Oct. 26
at Turner Stadium at 7:00 PM.
Taylor women’s soccer has five
games left, with three at home
including the game against Goshen. They play against #2 ranked
Marian on Oct. 21st and Bethel
on Oct. 28th at Turner Stadium.
echo@taylor.edu

Amanda Adams

D e r e k Va n P r o o y e n
Cross Country

Volleyball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Junior
Muster, Indiana
Exercise Science &
Psychology
Lauv
Josh Roth

Photograph provided by Rachel Wordhouse

Golf

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

(765) 998-7261

Year

Senior
Heath, Ohio

Hometown
Major

Elementary Education

Fav o r i t e P u m p - U p
Song or Album

Holy by Justin Bieber

Funniest Teammate
Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Kacy Bragg
Track and Field

Photograph provided by Rachel Wordhouse

Fall Fest
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Many Taylor events and traditions have
changed in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, one renowned tradition
would not be pushed to the side, even for
the coronavirus — Taylathon.
The famous bike race took place on Oct. 10,
but with a fun twist — this year, the event
served as the headlining event for a new
Taylor tradition, “Fall Fest.” Other events
included a Rice Pilaf show, a screening of
“Little Women” put on by the Integration
of Faith and Culture cabinet, and a special
fall-themed night, sponsored by the Student
Activities Council.

