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Lowell Haines
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inaugurated
as Taylor's 31st
president.
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HAINES AT TAYLOR’S HELM
Historic inauguration
ceremony celebrates the
beginning of a new era
for Taylor University
Elizabeth Hartmann
Contributor

Surrounded by three former presidents, a state representative and
members of his family, Dr. Paul
Lowell Haines was officially inaugurated as the 31st president
of Taylor University on Oct. 20 in
the Kesler Student Activities Center fieldhouse.
After the angelic voices of the
Taylor Chorale, the screams of the
bagpipes shook the building as the
platform party marched to the platform, followed by President Haines,
who greeted those standing on either side of the aisle.
During the official inauguration vows, Haines and his wife,
Sherry, stood arm in arm. Finally,

he removed his cap and bowed
his head to allow the presidential
medallion to be placed around
his neck.
With his new glittering presidential medallion around his
neck, President Haines knelt on
the gray-padded kneeling block on
stage. His wife and the three previous Taylor presidents laid hands
on him and prayed over him. Then,
President Haines stepped behind
the lectern to give his inaugural address.
Haines spoke of the high calling
of Taylor University.
“The task before us is clear; the
challenge ahead, frankly, overwhelming,” Haines said. “The
standard to which we are held
accountable, the highest: ‘Do everything in my name.’ The effort
required, all we have to give.”
Haines concluded his speech by
saying, “(God) will be faithful . . . I
move forward with eyes wide open
. . . May God continue to pour out

His blessing and bounty upon this
wonderful place . . . God bless Taylor University.”
Haines’ address received a
rousing standing ovation from
the crowd.
Representative Susan W. Brooks
of the United States Congress attended President Haines’ inauguration. Brooks shared greetings and
congratulations from Vice President of the United States Michael
R. Pence.
Brooks’ greeting was one among
the many during the ceremony. Music and singing from various musicians punctuated the eloquent
speeches throughout the ceremony.
Haines has extensive history at
Taylor, from being a student, resident hall director and staff member.
Additionally, his daughter, Hannah,
graduated from Taylor in 2011. Many
of the speakers addressed these
facts, and commented the caring,
humble and capable hands Taylor
would be in moving forward.

Almost every speaker quoted from Esther 4:14, saying, “Who
knows but that you were placed
here for such a time as this,” to
encourage Haines. However, David Gyertson, Taylor University’s
29th president, perhaps said it
best when he said, “You have come
to this cornfield kingdom for just
such a time as this . . . let this be
your challenge.”
As each speaker shared favorite
memories, encouragement and advice with Haines from behind the
lectern, Haines would stand, hug
them and whisper in their ear as
they were returning to their seats.
Steven Poe, Haines’ pastor, gave
an especially moving and emotional speech, in which he encouraged
Haines to have high aspirations for
the institution.
“Dream so big for this university that it excites and yet it scares
you all at the same time,” Poe
said. “Dream so big that it forces
you to put your trust in God . . .

you’re going to make a big difference in the lives of a whole lot of
students, so don’t be afraid to let
yourself soar.”
Professor of Psychology Mark
Cosgrove used weddings and
Thanksgiving as examples to compare to the inauguration ceremony, stating a wedding is shown to
be important by having a ceremony and wearing your best clothes,
and Thanksgiving is shown to be
important because of the usage of
the best silverware and tablecloth.
“We ought to show what is important through a ceremony,” Cosgrove said.
The inauguration ceremony
gave Taylor University the opportunity to celebrate a formal shift
in the institution’s leadership and
enabled those participating to experience a historic and solemn
occasion, as Haines was officially
given the position of president of
Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu

Folks, I am a product of this institution, as you have heard. It was here that I first set out on my
own, taking the initial faltering steps into adulthood, becoming my own person. It was here on
this campus that I began to discover who I was and what God intended me to be. It was here that I
performed both well and, regrettably, at times, not so well. In classes that typically challenged me,
opened my eyes, revealed the complex world, expanded my way of thinking, introduced me to a
host of new ideas and forms of art and taught me to appreciate a variety of perspectives, views and
ways of thinking. It was here that I struggled with my faith, and wrestled with my convictions. Who
was I? What did I believe? It was on this campus that I was first introduced to friends of a lifetime
and to the love of my life. It was here that I was encouraged to step out, to step up, to make a difference. It was here that administrators and faculty took an interest in me and challenged me to
challenge myself, to not accept the mediocre, the marginal, the ordinary, the average, but to reach
higher, to meet the challenge, to engage the world, to impact my fellow men and fellow women—
positively. And it was here that I was encouraged to deepen my own faith in my Lord, Jesus Christ,
to look to His living Word for guidance and to dedicate my life to His purposes. And so, my friends,
it’s not without a significant dose of humility, a bit of incredulity and awe that I accept this challenge
to serve as this institution’s 31st president.For me, this is not just a job or just another challenge to
overcome. For me, this is a privilege beyond belief, an undeserved honor to preserve, protect and
further the purposes of an institution that has been an essential part of the foundation upon which
my own life has been built. Truthfully, in that context, no one is no more surprised than me to see
me on this stage, and no one is more humbled and no one is more sobered by the task ahead, but
life, I have found, is full of surprises, isn’t it? Some good, some bad; some welcomed, some unwelcomed; and I’ve learned over the years it is what you do with the surprises that’s important, isn’t
it? As I have considered how unlikely it is for me, a person in the homestretch of his career, a bit,
frankly, long in the tooth, to take on this assignment, I too am occasionally nonplussed, but then
I’m quickly reminded that each of us is in a constant state of preparation for what God has for us
next, and like the story of old, in the book of Esther, as you’ve heard before this morning, maybe,
just maybe, God has prepared us, even Sherry and me, for such a time as this. And what is this time
in which we are living and in which institutions like Taylor operate? Well, I think most of my higher
education colleagues here would agree that we live in very difficult days, that higher education generally is under assault as never before, as evidenced by the commoditization of the higher education
experience, the declining interest in and support for the liberal arts, the exponentially increasing
and persistent financial pressures and demands, the unaffordability and inaccessibility of today’s
college education, expanding government regulation and intervention, public disengagement, criticism and declining support, media misrepresentations, changing demographics and an increasingly inability to argue successfully the value proposition. The Christian college, once the foundation
upon which the foundation of American higher education was formed, is not immune to these significant concerns. Indeed, for it, the rapidly changing landscapes and environments that exist today
also include meeting head on changing cultural norms and evolving legal authority that, at times,
are inconsistent or at conflict with the faith mandates to which we subscribe and the deeply held
religious values to which the Christian college is subject. These are difficult days, to be sure, and for
the Christian college, arguably the most difficult days in the history of American higher education.
So, how will this president confront these realities? How will this formerly longer-haired, blue jean,
guitar toting, songwriting guy of the ’60s and ’70s, how will he meet, engage, surmount and overcome the myriad (of) challenges that lie easily in view and at every side? First, we at Taylor will re
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PRESIDENT HAINES’
INAUGURAL ADDRESS

“God bless Taylor University.”

