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The Designers
DaviD PhilliPs - set Designer
David Phillips is excited to be on the Taylor stage 
once again, starting his eighth year at Taylor, (his 
fourth year as technical director and scenic design-
er) (class of '07).  He feels privileged to be a part of 
such a great cast.  Originally from Fort Wayne, he 
was forced into theatre fourteen years ago by his 
mother, and since then, has been involved in over 
eighty productions.  He was last seen as Ben Weath-
erstaff in Taylor University's '09 production of 'The 
Secret Garden'.  He was also seen in Taylor's 100 

Year Celebration performance of 'John: His Story' ('08), 'Flowers for Al-
gernon' ('06), and 'Little Women' ('06).  He enjoys studying architecture 
and fine arts, painting, exercising, making food, landscaping and col-
lecting plants, and anything that involves friends, food, and ice cream.  
He wishes to thank his amazing and beautiful wife, Sara and his family 
for the immense sacrifice they have made over the past few months. 
Your prayers and love have been so deeply felt. "Thank you so much 
for all of your love, support, patience, hard work, and forgiveness.  I 
couldn't have done this without you."

families, not emissaries from Rome.”  He believes that love, warmth, 
compassion and kindness are the highest values taking precedence over 
rules and discipline.  
 The situation is further complicated by another fact.  The play is 
set in 1964 and the first black student has been enrolled at St. Nicholas.  
When he becomes the central focal point of the clash between Sister 
Aloysius and Father Flynn, his Mother is summoned to the Principal’s 
office.  She brings yet another perspective.  According to Mrs. Muller, 
there are things that one can’t know for sure.  The “world is a hard 
place” where “things are not always black and white”.  The only way to 
negotiate the hard places is to “accept what you gotta accept and work 
with it.”  You take the good and leave the rest behind.  This is what she 
knows, and she chooses to stand with her son and with those who are 
good to him. 
 Whatever else is true about parables, they act as mirrors in which 
we confront our own reflections.  Our own faith journeys are unique, but 
we see ourselves in Sister Aloysius, Sister James, Father Flynn and Mrs. 
Muller.  We, too, face moments of loneliness, isolation, betrayal, pain 
and loss.  In those moments we, too, confront that most basic of all faith 
issues—how can we know for sure? 
                 ~Jessica Rousselow

Welcome to Taylor University Theatre. If you are a reg-
ular supporter of our program we thank you for your encour-
aging participation over the years. If this is your first visit, 
we trust that you will enjoy our work enough to return - again 
and again and again. We have a distinct calling as a Christian 
liberal arts theatre program, reflected in our philosophical 
statement. We welcome your participation, your comments 
on our work, and any suggestions you might have to help us 
accomplish our mission.

Come Play with us. . .

Taylor University Theatre is a co-curricular educational 
program supporting the liberal arts mission of the University 
by  providing a broad range of theatre experiences that span 
most theatrical periods, genres, and styles. 

Plays that probe the human condition and reveal human 
action with integrity, authenticity, and a sense of “grace,” 
provide us the opportunity to understand better what is true 
about ourselves and others.

While individual plays may not necessarily reflect the ethos 
of the Taylor community, we believe that this theatrical pur-
suit of truth resides at the heart of a Christian liberal arts 
education.  
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laura mcgrath -JacoB - sister James
Laura is a Master of Arts in Higher Education student and gradu-
ate assistant for the Office of the Provost. She enjoys spending 
time with her husband, "maintaining an ever-growing stack of 
books to read, learning about herself and the world through writ-
ing, traveling to far-off places, and " 'connecting, forming and 
inspiring' with my MAHE cohort." 

mrs. muller - cathy weathersPoon
Cathy is the Director of Leadership Development at Taylor. She 
appreared in two shows while in college. She enjoys reading, 
spending time with family, friends and students, Bible study, and 
reciting poetry. Cathy would like to thank her husband Bruce, 
her children Cortland and Candice and Jesus Christ, her Lord and 
Savior, for this great opportunity.

*tracy manning - sister aloysius Beauvier
Director of Theatre – Taylor University – Since 2005
Tracy is taking the stage here at Taylor for the first time since 
1992 when she last performed in a show under Dr. Rousselow’s 
direction. In the last 18 years she has directed over 50 produc-
tions and participated as a cast member in over 25.  She is thank-
ful to be at Taylor teaching, directing, and creating.  She has three 
children and a wonderful husband who she credits with making 
her creative work possible.  Eph. 3:20

*DaviD PhilliPs - Father Flynn
David is excited to be on the Taylor stage once again, starting 
his eighth year at Taylor; his fourth year as technical director 
and scenic designer. He feels privileged to be a part of such a 
great cast. David was last seen as Ben Weatherstaff in Taylor 
University's  production of The Secret Garden. He enjoys study-
ing architecture and fine arts, painting, exercising, making food, 
landscaping, and anything that involves friends, food, and ice 
cream. He wishes to thank his amazing and beautiful wife, Sara. 



The sTage manager & 
assisTanT To The DirecTor 

Tim McDermott. 
Tim is a junior political science major from Aurora, 
Ohio. In high school he had roles in The Odd Couple, 
Anything Goes and The Man Who Came to Dinner.  
While at Taylor he appeared in The Crucible and 
was an assistant stage manager for Smoke on the 
Mountain. Tim last stage managed for The Secret 
Garden. Besides theatre he enjoys politics and play-
ing Ping-Pong. 

Kevin gawley - lighting Designer
Kevin is returning to design his twelfth produc-
tion at Taylor. As a freelance lighting/scenic 
designer, Kevin’s work has appeared on many 
Chicago stages, including Lifeline Theatre 
where he won the Jeff Citation for his design of 
Jane Eyre, the After Dark Award for his design 
of Strong Poison, and has been an ensemble 
member and resident designer since 2001.  His 
work also appeared in numerous productions at 

the Bailiwick, Organic, Porchlight, OperaModa, Blindfaith, Theatre on 
the Lake, Metropolis, StoreFront, Loyola University Chicago, Revels 
Chicago, Midwest Jewish and at the North Carolina Shakespeare 
Festival theatres.  Kevin is currently the Lighting and Scenic Design 
professor at the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire and has previ-
ously taught courses at Loyola University Chicago and the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  He is also a resident designer at 
St. Scholastica Academy.  Kevin holds an MFA and BFA in Lighting 
Design from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an 
MBA in Finance from DePaul University.  Kevin’s lighting/projection 
designs were featured last summer at Lifeline Theatre’s productions 
of Crossing California and Gaudy Night. 

Friends of Taylor Theatre

Taylor Theatre would like to thank those who are so 
graciously supporting the theatre program this season 

through their generous donation:

Dr. and Mrs. Steve Bedi

Ms. Elyce Elder

Mrs. Betty Freese

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Hillier

Miss Christiana Luy

Mr.and Mrs. Russell Ruch

Mr. and Mrs. James Wynalda
Stage Manager



From The DirecTor
John Patrick Shanley called Doubt a parable, and he 
structured Father Flynn’s two sermon s as parables.  
The standard definition of parable is a simple story 
in which a moral lesson is embedded.  However, 
parables are not always simple, and even the moral 
lesson can be open to interpretation.  
 On one level, Doubt is a simple story of four 
people who struggle with the most basic of all faith 
issues-- how can we be sure.  What if in moments of 

desperation we “howl to the sky—to God.  Help me!” and “no answer 
comes.”  
 On another level the story is far from simple.  Each of the four 
have embarked on a unique faith journey and each experiences pain-
ful dissonance when their respective journeys lead them together at a 
powerful crossroad.  Whose vision of faith will prevail?  Whose will be 
eclipsed?  Can they all be right? Or wrong? 
 Young Sister James, who loves teaching and seeks connection 
with her eighth grade students, finds herself being chastised by her 
Principal, and is devastated by Sister Aloysius critique of her classroom 
practices.  She is admonished to stop “sugar coating” history lessons, 
to cease “performing” for her class, to develop “starch” in her charac-
ter, and even to be more “skeptical of her students.”  Sister James tries 
valiantly to be obedient to this guidance as her vows require, but she 
finds herself feeling as though “she has lost her way” and is “less close 
to God.”   
 Sister Aloysius has taken her vows long before Vatican II.  She 
has been a teacher and a principal for several decades and has witnessed 
many changes in the church and the surrounding society.  She is equally 
uncomfortable with the sense of loss technological and societal changes 
have brought and with those she sees happening in the church.  She 
stresses the need to follow the Church hierarchy to Sister James, but 
she herself chafes at the same authority structure.  It “limits her” and 
“favors men” who “run everything.”  
 Sister Aloysius finds the pronouncements of the Second Ecu-
menical Council particularly distasteful as they are interpreted by the 
young parish priest, Father Flynn.  He has enthusiastically embraced 
Vatican II.  He does not believe that the clergy are profoundly different 
from the laity and he desires to create a “welcoming Church” where 
the parents and children view Sisters and Priests as “members of their 

The 2010-2011 
Theatre Season

Doubt
September 10-12, 17-19

A Streetcar Named Desire
November 12-14, 19-21

The Count of Monte Cristo
February 11-13, 18-20

Witness for the Prosecution
April 8-10, 15-17
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