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Taylor contests ACA mandate

Interim Final Rule 2010

July 2010: HHS directs outside
organization to create
preventative services guidelines
August 2011: HHS adopts
guidelines, creating
contraceptive mandate for plans
beginning after

A look at US midterm election results
and the expectations for a Republican-controlled Congress. Page 3
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HEADLINES

A

August 2012
February 2012: Temporary Safe
Enforcement Harbor created,
delaying enforcement of
mandate until August 2013

East Texas Baptist
University & Houston
Baptist University v. Burwell

Dec. 7, 2013: For both
schools, federal court issued
an injunction against the HHS
mandate

Interim Final Rule 2014

Grace Schools v. Sebelius

Dec. 31, 2013: A federal
court suspended the
enforcement of the HHS
mandate against Grace
College and Seminary in
Winona Lake, Ind. and Biola
University in La Mirada, Calif.

Original suit filed Oct. 9,
2012

August 2014: Religious
nonprofits may notify HHS of
their objections to mandate;
HHS or Dept. of Labor will notify
insurer to provide access to
objected contraceptives

Original suit filed Aug. 23, 2012

Reaping the harvest
After ten years, members of
OneVerse are seeing the profits
off their hard work. Page 4

“Judgment” day

How many Taylor students have written a
novel available for purchase on Amazon
before they came to college? Sophomore
Lincoln Reed has. He sits down and talks
to The Echo about the novel. Page 6

Dear Taylor Swift

Final Mandate
June 2013: HHS
announced final adoption of
contraceptive mandate
Effective for plans
beginning Aug. 2012
Creates accomodation for
religious nonprofits; can file
form with insurer instead of
providing coverage
themselves

Geneva College v. Burwell

Wheaton College v.
Burwell

Dec. 23, 2013: HHS mandate
suspended for Geneva
College’s employee health
plan

July 3, 2014: Supreme
Court ruled that Wheaton can
notify HHS of religious
objections rather than file a
form with it’s insurer
Wheaton Trustees voted to
continue the lawsuit
Original suit filed Dec 13, 2013

Original suit filed Feb. 21,
2012

ACSI v. Burwell
Lawsuit filed Oct. 31,
2014
Taylor University, Indiana
Wesleyan University,
Association of Christian
Schools International,
Samaritan Ministries
International all filed
together

Since 2012, many religious organizations have filed lawsuits against the ACA requirement to provide contraceptives for all employees

Taylor Swift has pulled all of her music from
Spotify but one song and has kept “1989”
to CD and iTunes release only. Page 7

Taylor edges Bethel

Cawley scores twice to help the Trojans
narrowly beat Bethel in the Crossroads
League quarterfinals. Page 8
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Taylor, three Christian
organizations file lawsuit
against federal government
David Adams & Julia Oller
Co-Editor in Chief & News Co-Editor

Taylor faces crippling fines if a federal
lawsuit the university filed on Oct. 31
is unsuccessful. At more than $30 million annually, the fines would force
the university to shut down, according to Vice President for Business Administration Ron Sutherland.
Taylor, Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU), the Association of Christian
Schools International and Samaritan
Ministries International jointly filed
suit in the U.S. District Court for the
District of Colorado against the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Labor,
the Department of the Treasury.
The Alliance Defending Freedom
(ADF) represents Taylor in the case
and is covering all costs for the lawsuit itself, according to Sutherland.
The lawsuit seeks relief from the
Affordable Care Act’s (ACA’s) mandate that employer health plans cover certain contraceptives, such as
Plan B and ella, that Taylor believes
cause abortion. Facilitating abortion
violates the Life Together Covenant’s
Sanctity of Life statement, according
to the lawsuit.
Under current rules, Taylor’s health
care plan is “grandfathered.” Taylor is
exempt from covering the objectionable drugs for the 831 individuals on
the plan as long as the university does
not make significant changes to its
health plan. For instance, Taylor automatically loses grandfathered status if
it changes its deductible from the current amount of $760 per employee.
Taylor’s plan has maintained grandfathered status since ACA’s enactment
on March 23, 2010.
An email sent to Taylor employees
by President Eugene Habecker said
Taylor needs to make changes to its
plan due to increasing health care
costs and new ACA regulations.
Since June 1, the start of the current plan year, Taylor is $275,000
over its health care budget. Sutherland said claims have outpaced the
amount collected in premiums, but
the shortfall could balance out over

the remainder of the fiscal year. Total claims fluctuate between $300,000
over and $300,000 under budget from
year to year, according to Sutherland.
Taylor and its co-plaintiffs allege
the defendants violated the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, the
First and Fifth Amendments to the
Constitution and the Administrative Procedure Act in enforcing the
contraceptive mandate. The four organizations argue the mandate restricts the exercise of their religious
beliefs and infringes on their due process rights. According to the lawsuit,
the government did not provide adequate period for comment on ACA-required policies.
If Taylor loses the lawsuit, Sutherland said there are three options for
action. The university can pay the
fines and keep grandfathered status, which Sutherland said is not a
viable option.
Neither is dropping moral objections to the
contraceptives
and accepting
the mandate.
Taylor could
also drop its
health care coverage, which
creates its own
consequences. The ACA
requires employers to provide medical insurance.
The fine for noncompliance is $2,000
per full-time employee per year, with
30 employees exempted.
The university could then grant employees a pay raise to compensate for
the loss of insurance, but the money
would be taxable, according to Greg
Baylor, senior counsel for ADF.
Unless the Supreme Court grants
religious nonprofits like Taylor exemption from the ACA mandate, the
university cannot provide its employees with the best available care.
Baylor said the government has
put the university in a box. Now Taylor must choose between economic
benefits and its moral integrity.
“What it’s costing Taylor to keep
its grandfathered status is the price
it’s paying to protect its conscience,”
Baylor said.

Series of lawsuits contest
federal mandates
Erika Norton

Co-Editor in Chief

Taylor’s lawsuit is just the latest in a
series of cases that began after the
Obama administration issued controversial contraceptive rules. The
Echo created a timeline of key rulings and cases beginning with the
administration’s earliest mandates,
based on information contained in
Taylor’s lawsuit.
On Aug. 1, 2011, the former U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius adopted guidelines requiring
employers to provide contraceptive
coverage under the Affordable Care
Act (ACA).
With the August 2011 guidelines,
HHS created a
religious employer exemption to the
contraceptive
mandate. The
exceptions exempt churches
and houses of
worship. Howe v e r, C h r i s tian hospitals,
Christian charities, faith-based
universities and
other religious organizations that
oppose contraception or certain
contraceptives on doctrinal grounds
are included in the mandate.
Sebelius initially said the mandate
would apply to health insurance plans
issued in August 2012 or later. But in
February 2012, the HHS announced a
“Temporary Enforcement Safe Harbor” that would delay enforcement
of the mandate until August 2013. Sebelius said HHS would consider the
mandate’s effect on religious employers and take appropriate action.
After February 2012, faith-based
institutions filed a chain of lawsuits
fighting the mandate. Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), which is
representing Taylor, and The Becket
Fund, which represented Hobby Lobby in its case against the mandate earlier this year and currently represents

“What it’s
costing Taylor
to keep its
grandfathered
status is the
price it’s paying
to protect its
conscience.”
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Wheaton College, are handling multiple similar cases.
Geneva College was one of the
first institutions to file suit against
the HHS mandate on Feb. 21, 2012.
Grace College and Biola University
filed together on Aug. 23, 2012. In
both cases, a federal court ruled to
suspend the HHS mandate, according to ADF.
Other schools that filed during this
first chain of lawsuits include East
Texas Baptist University and Houston
Baptist University in Texas, according
to The Becket Fund.
Following these lawsuits, HHS adopted the “Final Mandate” in June
2013, which made permanent the
requirement that employers cover
contraceptives. The mandate would
apply to plans beginning Aug. 1, 2013.
The Final Mandate also created
an accommodation for religious employers not exempt from the mandate. The mandate which would
allow employers to file a form with
their insurance provider stating
their objection to the contraceptives. Then, the insurance provider
would arrange coverage. The Final
Mandate extended the safe harbor
to the end of 2013. Thus the form
would need to be filed before the
employer’s next plan year beginning
after Jan. 1, 2014.
This triggered a second wave of
lawsuits, including those filed by
Dordt College, Cornerstone University, four Christian universities in
Oklahoma and Wheaton College, according to ADF and the Becket Fund.
On July 3, the Supreme Court ruled
Wheaton did not have to fill out any
forms, and it prevented the government from imposing enormous fines
against the college, Wheaton’s Director of Media Relations LaTonya Taylor
told The Echo.
According to Taylor, Wheaton’s
Board voted to continue Wheaton’s
lawsuit because the accommodation does not resolve the moral and
constitutional problems they feel are
created by the mandate. The college
expects the case to proceed in the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Illinois and the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.
Taylor’s lawsuit opposes the same
accommodation Wheaton is fighting.
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Appeals court upholds gay
marriage bans in specific states
reutersnews.com

Ally Horine

News Co-Editor

When economics professor Hadley
Mitchell encouraged senior Levi Boxell to submit a paper to the International Atlantic Economic Society last
spring, he complied but didn’t think

much of it. It wasn’t until the end of
the summer he received an email informing him that he had been selected as a finalist for the competition.
“Levi easily is one of the strongest
and best-prepared students I have
ever taught,” Mitchell said.
The paper was the final project for
a class offered by mathematics professor Ken Constantine last spring.
“After talking to Dr. Mitchell, I made

Shark attack
Top Shark Tank finishers
unveil their pitches
Julia Oller

News Co-Editor

Membands ($1,850)
Will Severns ’15
Public Relations

What is Membands?
Membands is essentially a mnemonic device that seeks to aid as
many as possible in Scripture memorization. A couple months into my
freshman year, the Lord had been
placing on my heart the conviction
of lack of Scripture memorization in
my life. Something I had done in the
past to memorize Scripture was I’d
take a rubber band and I’d write the
first letter of every word on the band.
Membands is the same general concept, the first letter of every verse, except each verse is going to be placed
onto a legit silicone wristband.

Shark attack

November 7, 2014

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Woman Reunites With Daughter She
Gave Up for Adoption 47 Years Ago
abcnews.go.com

Diabetes type 2 treatment advances
cnn.com

A ‘significant’ essay
Taylor student wins
international essay contest

“Since I play on the basketball team, I don’t
have every Saturday to sit in my dorm room and
paint shoes.”

What are you doing with the money from Shark Tank?
Praise God for that experience;
I just wasn’t expecting that. It was
such a fun time but humbling as well.
Those funds will go toward one of our
first shipments of bands. By no means
are we where we can mass produce
and sell these like we want to eventually, but we’re getting there.

What are some of your future goals?
Almost like a subscription-style service, for four to five dollars a month,
you get four to five Membands delivered to your front door. So by the time
you memorize those verses you turn
around and have four to five more. In
terms of full-on launch, it’s something
that has the potential to get really big
really fast. (I’m) getting ready to graduate. There’s no better time to take on
a venture like this. This summer seems
to be a plausible time for us to take
off. By then, we should have a lot of
the pieces of the puzzle set into place.

some edits and submitted the essay, largely forgetting about the contest,” Levi said.
Though he might have initially forgotten about the essay, the International Atlantic Economic Society did
not. It extended him and three other
finalists an invite to Savannah, Ga. for
the 78th International Atlantic Economic Society conference. On Oct.
13, Boxell and the other finalists presented their papers to the conference

What’s your vision for Membands?
A huge verse I come back to is Psalm
119:11. I don’t think that one can ever
underestimate the power of hiding
Scripture in your heart. Especially
getting toward the end of my time at
Taylor, we’re not always going to have
another year to come back to. If that’s
the reality you’re living in, what’s your
backbone going forward? I would hope
it would be Scripture and hiding it in
your heart. So there are a lot of theological implications of why I want to
see this come to fruition. It’s not really silicone wristbands, even though
that’s the device we’re going through.
It’s more so the “why” of doing this.

XLSneakerSale ($1,500)
Keaton Hendricks ’18
Business/Entrepreneurship

What’s your idea?
(Refurbishing) Jordan retro shoes—
that’s what I deal with specifically. I
can refurbish almost every pair I get.
How do you refurbish shoes?
One of the crazy exotic things I do is
iron shoes. I use a steamer to take all
the creases out—repainting, regluing,
bleaching. As long as there’s no major flaw, no rips, you can make almost
every shoe look close to brand new.
Where do you buy the shoes?
I’ve been doing it for 13 months, and
I’ve built up a network of people I buy
them from. I can offer up $1,000 to
$2,000, and I can get a lot of pairs for that
much money. I always say, “money talks.”
How did you first get interested in
doing this?
It started as a hobby, and in just a
few months, it’s become bigger than I
ever thought it would be. In September of 2013, I bought my first pair. After wearing them for four months I

Civil War officer receives Medal of
Honor from President Obama
foxnews.com

judges. After deliberating, the judges
chose Boxell as the winner.
Boxell’s paper was titled “Beyond
In-sample Significance: Using k-fold
cross-validation to examine the outof-sample significance and model
specification of the gravity model of
bilateral trade.”
The winner was chosen based upon
the content of the paper and quality of the presentation. Along with
receiving a commemorative plaque,
Boxell received a $500 prize and a
complimentary issue of the journal
with his published article.
“I think that Taylor provides a lot of

opportunities for interested students
who want to take advantage of them,”
Boxell said. “The econometrics class
that the paper was written for isn’t a
normally-offered class. Dr. Constantine decided to offer it for me and a
couple other interested students.”
Boxell will graduate in May with a dual
degree in developmental economics and
mathematics. Recently, he accepted an
economics research position at the Federal Reserve Board in Washington, D.C.
He is currently working on another research paper under Constantine that he
hopes to submit to the International Atlantic Economic Society next summer.

“Instagram is huge for selling shoes, believe it or not.” -Keaton Hendricks

cleaned them up and sold them and
I actually made money off of them. At
the end of August this year I put down
$500 and said, “Let’s see what I can do
with this.” $500 for five pairs turned
into eight, then 12 and now, depending on how much I want to spend, I
can house up to 40 pairs at one time.

after-school event for elementary
school-aged girls. These girls get to
wear a crown and put on a dress and
experience that healthy version of
beauty in a culture where beauty is not
biblically based anymore. A girl’s worth
has become wrapped up in her appearance and that really spoke to all of us.

What are you doing with your money from Shark Tank?
One thing they encouraged me to
do was to hire somebody (and) I’ve already found someone who will work
with me. It was actually someone local who came up to me after the presentation and said he would love to
do it. Since I play on the basketball
team, I don’t have every Saturday to
sit in my dorm room and paint shoes
so it’ll really help me.

How did you become a team?
Andrew: We met this summer at
Praxis, a culture and thinking academy that focuses culture making
from a business and entrepreneurship standpoint.
Sam: We all work together really
well. It’s a very liberal arts-minded
team because Nicole’s public relations, Andrew’s business and I’m education. Those majors really shouldn’t
go together, but somehow we do.

Where do you sell them?
Instagram is huge for selling shoes,
believe it or not. A lot of people choose
Instagram over Ebay because Ebay
charges a 10 percent fee. If you’re selling
shoes for $300, then $30 is a lot of money. Instagram is really made for shoes.

What are you doing with the money from Shark Tank?
Sam: We want to put on another PB
in the near future so the money will be
used to put on another PB, to start doing them so we can say, “this worked
and this didn’t.” The only way we’re going to be successful and to learn is by
doing and failing and trying again.

How many pairs do you have?
I don’t really wear them that much.
I feel like I’m losing money every time
I wear them.
Sam Petersen ’17 Secondary Spanish
Education
Andrew Brill ’15 Business Management
Nicole Arpin ’17 Public Relations

What’s your idea?
Sam: We’re working to change the
conversation around beauty to focus
more on a biblical view of both inward
and outward beauty. The Beauty Project is our overall name, and the Princess Blitz is one of the events that we
are going to host.
Photography by Shannon Smagala

What is the Princess Blitz?
Sam: The Princess Blitz (PB) is an

How did you pull your Shark Tank
idea together?
Andrew: We’ve met twice a week every week and Nicole’s phoned in about
once a week. The very first thing we
did was spout all of our ideas. It was
like vomit: ideas everywhere. We categorized those and decided to focus
on our cultural theology.
What are your dreams for this in
the future?
Nicole: Right now we’re in our refining phase. We know what we believe
about the beauty culture and how
we want to affect it. So now it’s taking that vision and molding it into a
product or service that’s going to improve the conversation and provide
more fodder for conversation.
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Jazz Ensemble Concert

10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2-5 p.m.
Lap Swimming

10 a.m.
Chapel with Dr.
Habecker
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Men’s Basketball v. Madonna University
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Amazon releases “Echo,” the
personal assistant speaker
abcnews.go.com

The Beauty Project ($900)

“I want big things to happen with this so that no one can take credit but the Lord” -Will Severns
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World War I Memorial
Dedication Ceremony
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Israel has long argued against
Palestinian diplomatic recognition as a
solution to the nation’s problems.
Sweden recognizes state of Palestine
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What’s next
for Congress?

GOP’s election victories
give party greater influence
in policymaking
Joe Friedrichsen
World & National Editor

In a punishing blow to President
Barack Obama, American voters ordered Republicans to seize Senate
control from Democrats on Tuesday.
The move will limit Obama’s legislative agenda and may force him to
make a course correction during his
final two years in office.
Despite the GOP’s success—which
gave it control of the Senate, an increased majority in the House and
granted the Republican Party the
keys to several more governor’s mansions—a tough road lies ahead for it.
National exit polls of Election Day
voters illustrated an unhappy electorate. According to ABC News, 59 percent are dissatisfied or angry with
the Obama administration. Despite
the Republicans’ electoral success, 60
percent of voters are dissatisfied or
angry with GOP leaders and 54 percent have an unfavorable opinion of
the party itself.
The GOP’s grim numbers serve as a
reminder that its victory isn’t necessarily mean an endorsement of its policies. In fact, some initiatives typically
supported by Democrats, such as hiking the minimum wage and legalizing the possession of small amounts
of marijuana, succeeded in a handful
of states where the measures were on
the ballot, reported Reuters.

That being said, what can Americans expect from a Republican-controlled Congress? How will it affect
Obama in his next two years in office?
First, Republican Mitch McConnell
will become the new Senate majority
leader after narrowly escaping defeat
in his Kentucky Senate race. He will
be tasked with setting the chamber’s
agenda, deciding which bills come to
the floor and managing floor debate
to advance the GOP’s agenda.
Republicans will also chair Senate
committees next year that will give
them substantial authority to launch
investigations and shape policy debate in Washington. According to the
Washington Post, Republican leaders
are likely to ramp up oversight of the
Obama administration. This means
an increase in investigations and
subpoenas (ordering a person to attend court). In addition, committee
control will place Republicans in a
stronger position to advance legislation and roll back some of the Obama
administration’s policies, including
those dealing with health care and
the environment.
With its newfound power in the
Senate and increased majority in the
House, the GOP can attempt to pass
a wishlist of legislation. Realistically,
because Obama retains the power to
veto bills he disagrees with, few partisan-heavy bills are likely to be signed
into law. The GOP also doesn’t have a
large enough majority in the Senate
to override a presidential veto with a
two-thirds vote should that happen.
Nevertheless, Republicans will have

McConnell becomes new Senate majority leader after Republicans take control of Senate.

greater a ability to thwart Obama’s
agenda by refusing to confirm appointments to judgeships, ambassadorships, cabinet positions and
lower-level administration jobs.
Extensive use of such tactics would
hinder the Obama administration’s
ability to operate effectively, reported
the BBC. The strategy could also limit Obama’s ability to shape the federal judiciary.
At a Wednesday press conference in
Kentucky, McConnell declared there
will be no government shutdowns
and no defaults on the national debt
in confronting Obama, Politico reported. McConnell also said trade
and tax reform were two issues he
and Obama could work on together.
At a White House press conference

Wednesday, Obama warned of plans
to go ahead with unilateral executive
action concerning immigration. Such
action could remove the threat of deportation from millions of undocumented immigrants by the end of this
year. Although the president took a
tone of compromise and accountability, Politico reported that Obama is
not likely to back down from using
his administrative powers over the
next two years.
Moreover, Obama’s room to maneuver will also be limited by his
own party. There’s a lot of bridled
demand for Democrats to start legislating in Congress. But the Democratic leadership doesn’t have much
incentive to concede to Republicans
on legislation because their party is

Photograph provided by ABC News

in a good position to win back a Senate majority in 2016, according to CNN.
Republicans will need to defend 24
seats--many from politically divided
states -- while Democrats only need
to keep 10 seats from states that are
largely blue. Senate aides from both
parties, along with outside congressional observers, believe political
positioning for the upcoming 2016
presidential and congressional elections will likely dominate day-to-day
workings of the Senate.
But at this stage, Obama doesn’t
seem too worried. Concerning Tuesday’s sweeping Republican victory,
Obama said he doesn’t want to try to
read the tea leaves on election results.

Sweden recognizes
state of Palestine
Palestine celebrates; Israel
recalls ambassador in protest
Mackenzi Klemann
Contributor

Sweden’s government announced it
would formally recognize the state
of Palestine, indicating a two-state
solution was the only reasonable path
towards peace between Palestinians
and the Israeli Government.
Swedish Foreign Minister, Margot
Wallstrom, said on Oct. 30 that recognizing Palestine would put Israel and the leadership of Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas on a level
playing field, helping to move peace
talks forward, according to Al Jazeera.
As Palestinian leadership celebrated the move, Israel recalled its ambassador to Sweden to Jerusalem in
protest. Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said the the decision

would strengthen radical elements
and Palestinian insubordinance, the
New York Times reported.
“The Swedish government must understand that relations in the Middle
East are more complex than one of
Ikea’s flat-pack pieces of furniture
and would do well to act with greater sensitivity and responsibility,” Lieberman said.
While 130 other nations already recognize Palestine as an independent
state, most Western countries do not.
Sweden joins a short list of European
nations to officially recognize Palestine and is arguably the most influential one to do so thus far.
Reuters adds: “With (Sweden’s)
reputation as an honest broker in international affairs and with an influential voice in EU foreign policy, the
decision may well make other countries sit up and pay attention at a time
when the Palestinians are threatening

Photograph provided by Flickr user Roger Blackwell

Israel is losing international support, in part for its controversial settlement policies.

unilateral moves toward statehood.”
Sweden’s decision comes at a time
of international frustration with Israel’s settlement policies in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem (controlled
by Israel), The New York Times reported. Solidarity rallies erupted throughout Europe and the U.S. in protest to
the violence in Gaza, mounting pressure on Western nations to act.

The French government indicated
earlier this month that it too will have
to recognize the state of Palestine, but
it hasn’t specified when.
Israel has long argued against Palestinian diplomatic recognition as
a solution to the nation’s problems.
Instead, Israel insists on direct negotiations with Palestinian officials, Al
Jazeera reported.

U.S. diplomats called Sweden’s decision “premature,” and have made no
indication of supporting it. However, Sweden’s government countered
this idea and believes the international law criteria for recognition of a Palestinian state has been fulfilled.

AROUND

THE WORLD
U.S. President Barack Obama reportedly wrote
a secret letter to Iran’s supreme leader. He
stresses cooperation on Islamic State is largely
dependent on Iran reaching an agreement on
the future of Tehran’s nuclear program by the
Nov. 24 diplomatic deadline.
(Wall Street Journal)
Photograph provided by yalibnan.com

Belgium’s new government plans to raise
the pension age, freeze wages and make
public service cuts to meet EU targets. In
response, violent anti-austerity protesters
clashed with Belgian police in Central
Brussels after a largely peaceful march by
about 100,000 workers. (BBC)
Photograph provided by AFP

Interpol, the international police body, said some
would-be jihadists trying to join militant groups in
Iraq and Syria used cruise ships to get to countries
like Turkey, before heading to conflict zones.
(BBC)
Photograph provided by Getty Images

Hundreds of Australian medical
personnel applied to work at an
Ebola treatment center in Sierra
Leone. Australian Prime Minister
Tony Abbott announced plans to
fund the center on Wednesday.
(BBC)

Photograph provided by AFP

After a legal challenge by a
group of politicians, Libya’s
supreme court invalidated
the country’s internationally
recognised parliament.
(BBC)
Photograph provided by Reuters
Graphic by Drew Hanagan
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Reaping the harvest
After ten years of planting
seeds, OneVerse was able to
see the fruits of their work
Malaina Yoder
Staff Writer

“They love laughing.” That’s one of the
first things that junior Jazmin Gomez
said about the Aché tribe her family
serves in Paraguay.
The Aché were certainly laughing and celebrating as a parade
of children waving flags and singing songs lined the street. They
greeted the missions team entering Chupa Pou, the largest of the
Aché villages.
Seven Taylor representatives
traveled as a part of OneVerse, a
Bible translating organization at
Taylor. They went to celebrate the
dedication of the first Aché translation of the New Testament on Oct.
22–28.
Katie Rousopoulos, director of
Lighthouse, said, “I was honored
to represent Taylor, saying we partner with you, we celebrate with you,
(and) we’re going to continue to
pray for you,”
Taylor partners with the missions organization LETRA (Latinos
In Translation and Alphabetization)
Paraguay. Victor Gomez, Jazmin
Gomez’s father, is the director of the
program and Taylor’s connection
in Paraguay.
LETRA Paraguay ministers to

several different tribes, with the
Aché being the smallest. About
1,500 people are in the tribe, close to
the size of the Taylor student body.
“We want to holistically partner
with them,” Rousopoulos said. “To
send teams down there, to do work
projects, to interact with the community . . . (and) to build a relationship with them so that missionaries
there can continue that relationship with them and bring people
to Christ.”
“I think it’s such a big deal that
sometimes we’re caught up in our
little world and we don’t really realize that people are impacted by Taylor supporting LETRA Paraguay . . . It
wasn’t a month of work. It was ten
years,” Jazmin Gomez said.
Over the last ten years, Taylor
commissioned five separate Lighthouse teams to build relationships
and serve the Aché with LETRA
Paraguay. In addition, Taylor’s OneVerse program has been raising
funds through Skip-a-Meal, Empty Bowls and other creative means
to fund translating the New Testament for the Aché.
Most of the Aché know
Guaraní, one of the official languages of Paraguay, but it’s different for them to read the Gospel in
their own tongue. Jazmin Gomez
loves being able see them actually
understanding and being touched
by God.
“It’s a really powerful and

meaningful thing,” Gomez said.

Because of her firsthand experience with the Aché, Jazmin
Gomez said that having the Bible in their language is incredibly
important.
“It’s just like us not having an English Bible,” Gomez said. “We can
learn . . . but it’s never going to have
the same impact as the language of
our hearts.”
OneVerse hopes to eventually
fund a project to translate the Old
Testament for the Aché. Rousopoulos, however, is excited to announce
the next project.
“The direction we’re headed
now is a new people group within
Paraguay called the Toba-Maskoy
people,” Rousopoulos said. “This
January we’re sending a team of
about 16 students and two adult
leaders to go down and serve and
get to know the Toba-Maskoy people and to start the process all
over again.”
Students should expect to see
fundraisers on Taylor’s campus to
support the Bible translation for
the Toba-Maskoy. OneVerse is facing another 10-year journey, but as
the Aché reap the rewards, it’s obvious that the seeds are worth being planted.
Photography by Mindy Wildman

Jazmin Gomez and other OneVerse members celebrate a successful partnership with LETRA Paraguay.

Styrofoam with a chance of plastic
Where have all the plastic
cups gone in the DC?
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

It’s a rainy Thursday during World
Opportunities Week. I walk across
campus, the wind flipping my umbrella inside out. I’m trying to keep
my feet on the ground with all the
strength I have, and it seems all the
wind in Indiana is working against
me. “Why me?” I ask.
I hear about the importance of opportunities in the world and how
lucky we are to have clean drinking
water. I make my way to the DC to retrieve said drinking water. I reach my
hand into the cup basket only to find
my hand filled with air. While I appreciate clean air, I long for the day when
I reach into the basket to find a plastic cup to bring my water a loving embrace. I long to live in a world where
I don’t have to drink water from a cereal bowl. That will be the day. I love
my dog, but I appreciate our different
approaches to drinking water. I am a
human, and cups are for humans. If
only this human need could be met.
Sometimes there are Styrofoam
cups to replace these absent plastic
cups. To me, they’re just phonies—imposters, if you will. It reminds me of
the days my mother bought organic
Newman O’s and thought they would

“Chew on this…”
Will Severns
Columnist
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“How am I supposed to drink water out of a basket with holes?” -Jeanette Zhang

Sometimes there are Styrofoam
cups to replace these absent
plastic cups. To me, they’re just
phonies—imposters, if you will.
pass for the Oreos I so desired. They
didn’t. They never will, just like Styrofoam will never be plastic. These are
the concrete truths of life.
Is it too much to ask for everyone
to be able to drink from plastic cups?
Does Taylor University stand for second best? Put down your water-filled
cereal bowl and join me in the fight
to return plastic cups to the DC. Don’t
stay silent about issues of equality.
Join the human rights movement that
is sweeping campus and bring to light
this pressing need. Take matters into
your own hands and bring your own
cup to the DC for dinner today. Join
me in the movement to return a full
supply of plastic cups to the DC.
Join the fight. Know what’s right.

The Weekly

Nugget

Bring life’s real issues to light.
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“My dog’s bowl is bigger than this.” -Mitchell Mays

“Unless you want to talk about you,
who you are, then I’m fascinated. I’m
in. But you don’t want to do that, do
you, sport? You’re terrified of what you
might say. Your move, chief. “ –Sean
Maguire
If you have never seen “Good Will
Hunting,” fix that sometime soon.
Weekly Nugget: Watch “Good Will
Hunting” Find a Mentor
The character development alone
turned this film into an instant classic, and it displays Robin Williams
at his best. Throughout the movie, Sean Maguire (Williams) comes
alongside Will Hunting (Matt Damon) to help him unleash his full
potential. Hunting has the head
knowledge when it comes to academia, but Maguire tries to steer
him onto a path of a life lived to
the fullest.
“His master said to him, ‘Well-done, good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful over a little; I will
set you over much. Enter into the joy
of your master.’” Matthew 25:21
The parable of the talents shows
us that it is not about how many
gifts or skills we have but how
we utilize what has been placed
in front of us. By seeking out an
older male or female influence
to help guide you in life, you are
making the most of relationships
God has placed in front of you. In
turn, a mentor can help you discover what you are truly passionate about and spur you on towards
your potential.
I do not want to arrive at graduation, look out on a staff that was willing to help and answer questions, and
know I squandered an opportunity to
glean from these individuals on a personal level.
I will try and set this one on a tee
for you.

1. Pray God would make known a
mentor for you.
2. Write down five potential mentors (preferably someone older
who is not another student).
3. Contact the first person on
your list.
4. Don’t be discouraged if you get
rejected
5. Think about what you want out
of the relationship and communicate it clearly.

I do not want to arrive
at graduation, look
out on a staff that was
willing to help and
answer questions, and
know I squandered an
opportunity to glean
from these individuals
on a personal level.
You may have heard everyone
needs a Paul (mentor), Timothy (disciple) and Barnabas (encourager) in
his or her life. College is a great time
to seek out your Paul, someone who is
going to challenge you in Christ with
the hope of discovering your talents.
Are you terrified of what you
might say? That might be the case,
or you may just be content where
you are in life. But know that moving outside of your comfort zone
will only help you on the path to
becoming the man or woman you
aspire to be.
Will Severns is a senior hoping to graduate in May. If you see
him wearing a tie, it is because he
has a test that day, and no matter
how he did on the test, he at least
looks presentable.

Occasionally, the crew comes across items
of a more bizarre nature, from carved
pumpkins to plastic alligators.
DC treasures

DC treasures
Left behind: the story of
forgotten items at the DC
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Bi-Weekly Bachelor
and Bachelorette

Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

During the day, the Hodson Dining
Commons bustles, filled with the
clattering of plates, grumbling of
stomachs and chattering of college
students. But once dinner hours end
and the last of the student stragglers
shuffle back to their dorms, the DC
turns into a much different place—
one filled with unanswered questions
and curious treasures.
As the student-led DC cleanup crew
begins to weave through the chairs,
wiping tables and picking up garbage
to reset the dining area for the next
meal, they sometimes find more than
crumpled napkins and spilled rice.
Occasionally, the crew comes across
items of a more bizarre nature, from
carved pumpkins to plastic alligators.
These are the tales of the DC after dark.
“A banana fashioned into the likeness of a bird. And a nest of hair.”
Those are the strangest things that
crew member junior Lauren Bergman
has encountered since she started
working in the DC her freshman year.
According to Bergman, students
on campus also appear to be going
missing, since unaccounted-for outfits have also been found in the seating area from time to time.
“Somebody left their pants in the
DC the other day. Like, jeans, not even
sweatpants,” she said.
Junior Kelsey Scott, another member of the valiant crew, has also stumbled across mysteries.
“I’ve found lots of weird things—
pictures drawn with salt, roughly 1,538
water bottles . . . a poem,” Scott said.
“It was heartbreakingly horrible. Such
passion. So many grammatical errors.
Senior crew leader Zach Reiner
has also encountered some surprises while working in the DC. One fateful night, he was wiping a table and
discovered something under his hand
that wasn’t a table at all.
“I found a whole pack of birth control pills,” Reiner said, emotionally

Photograph provided by Davis Meadors via Facebook
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DC cleanup crew members (left to right) Morgan Holmes,
Matthew Storrer, Austin Lindner and Caroline Riofredo.

shaken by the experience. “It made
me feel pregnant.”
The students of Taylor also have an
odd talent for putting food in bizarre
places, according to the crew.
“One time we found a cup full of
liquid turned upside down on a table,” offered crew member sophomore
Hannah Boy, amazed at this defiance
of gravity.

“Somebody left their
pants in the DC the
other day. Like, jeans,
not even sweatpants.”
—Lauren Bergman
Crew member senior Shiloh Wilson
found proof that some of the students
on campus have acquired a more refined taste in cuisine.
“I remember once there were
salt and pepper shakers filled with

ketchup and mustard.”
However, not all of the odd treasures found in the DC have been of
a disturbing variety. In fact, some of
them have been quite touching.
“One time I found a love letter under a chair in the DC. It wasn’t very
well written, but it seemed heartfelt
and had a lot of drawings on it,” said
crew member junior Caroline Riofredo. “Sometimes I wonder what
happened to those two star-crossed
lovers . . . . I think that was the same
night I found a rubber chicken. So
that’s a score.”
The Dining Commons can be a
great place for intentional community at mealtimes, as well as an ideal spot for students to bring their
strange novelty items. The crew simply asks the residents of Taylor to remember to take them when they go
home. If you don’t, your trash might
become yet another treasure for the
cleanup crew to collect.

“Grocers put me on the middle rack between
cheese and poultry. A zest of lemon peel counters
the dominant savory note. Most sommeliers agree
that I go best with black coffee. ‘I like it!’”– Brad Pitt

Callie
Willoughby
“Never let the fear
of striking out keep
you from playing the
game.” – Babe Ruth

Photograph provided by Callie Willoughby Facebook

Nominate your friends to be the next bi-weekly bachelor(ette)!
echonewslifeandtimes@gmail.com

Humans of Upland #TaylorU’s
“I go to Eastbrook High School.
I am helping my mom with odds
and ends she needs me to do.”
–Abby at UCC

TOP
TWEETS
Tobi Ballantine @tobiballantine
College: skipping class to do
homework for other classes.
#tayloru

Echograms #TaylorU

Photography by Lindsay Robinson

Hannah Haney @
 hannah_haney
Will I rot in literary hell for
naming Frankenstein’s monster
“Bob”? #tayloru #frankenstein
#EnglishMajorProblems
Maky Mouse @
 makykae
The fact that someone just ran
down the sidewalk to hand me my
ID that I dropped reminds me why
I love Taylor. Thank you kind sir.
#tayloru
Anna Lothe @
 anna_lothe
Registering for classes at #tayloru
is a little like the hunger games.
May the odds be ever in your favor.
Caleb Grubb @GrubbyC
How exactly do you spell
“wowzers?” For the WOW
hashtag? “Wowsers?” “wowsas”? “
wowzaaaz?” “Wow-sirs?” #tayloru
Hector Milla @
 hectormillag
”You can take the chicken out
of the DC, but you can’t take
the DC out of the chicken.” @chris_robbins6 #TaylorU

@abbiebrewer94: Counting money for boaz project! #wowzers14 @tayloru_wow #tayloru

@kateyoshino: We love our girl! Congrats TU womenswomen’s soccer! #1fans #tayloru #cankcomesthrough

Paige Noelle @paigenoelle18
My professor is playing Christmas
music in the background while we
work on an assignment, and I’m
not mad about it. #tayloru

A&E

“It’s almost like walking on sacred ground,
to be there playing music while people are
looking at their art.”
An evening of art
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Student author talks about
his book, writing at Taylor
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Charles Dickens, William Faulkner,
J.K. Rowling: some of of the world’s favorite authors didn’t write their first
novels until well into their twenties
or thirties. Sophomore film major
Lincoln Reed started when he was 17.
His novel “Judgment” is a dystopian novel about high school student
Nate Stephens, who is framed for
brutal crimes. Faced with bringing
his oppressors to justice or a future as
a labor camp inmate, Stephens must
become a vigilante in order to clear
his name. The novel, self-published
in June 2013, is available on Amazon.
A transfer from Hillsdale College,
Reed came to Taylor this year to pursue a career in film and writing. Along
with taking film classes and writing
stories, Reed is catcher for the Taylor
baseball team and regularly contributes as a writer for The Echo’s Sports
section. The Echo talked with him
about “Judgment,” his writing process
and thoughts on a sequel.

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Sophmore Lincoln Reed with his book “Judgment.”

Echo: How did your novel “Judgment” come about?
Reed: It came about in high school.
I’ve always had a passion for writing
ever since I was little and am fascinated with stories and how they work
. . . (and) characters and how to put
stories together. In high school, I had
a few ideas and thought I’d start a
short story. Like a snowball effect, I
kept writing for fun. It’s a hobby, sort
of a release for me to get my mind off
of things.
I did a lot of research on how to
write a novel and different act structures. What do you need in a protagonist and antagonist? I researched that.

The 1975 in concert
Rock band hypnotizes
Chicago with performance
Erin Fuhr

Life & Times Co-Editor

The room swirled with fog pouring
from the stage, obstructing the view
of the band. Light poured from a
glowing rectangle behind the stage,
silhouetting the performers. Tiny
star-like light bulbs blinked on the
ceiling of the Aragon Ballroom in
downtown Chicago, which was painted like a swirled and cloudy night sky.
“We’re the 1975 from Manchester.”
Screams drowned out every other
sound in the room, and hands lifted. When the first strains of “The
City” played, the room exploded
with noise and movement.
The indie band from England
started out its setlist with some
of its faster-paced rock songs like
“Pressure,” “Heart Out,” “Settle
Down” and “Girls.” Band frontman
Matt Healy performed dynamically, flipping his mop of black hair on
the downbeat, rocking to each of
the songs. The crowd pushed closer
to the stage, adding to the tension
and excitement while creating even
more energy as thousands jumped
and lifted their arms, yelling every word.

The tone of the show shifted as
the band performed “M.O.N.E.Y.,”
with a softer, synth-pop feel. Healy
made no effort to hide the fact that
he was intoxicated, performing
with a microphone in one hand and
a bottle of wine in the other. This
didn’t impact his performance, and
he still sang with passion.
Once the band played “Menswear,”
the mood of the concert changed. A
quiet settled over the room as the
crowd swayed to the song’s more relaxing beat. Before playing the next
two songs, “Me,” and “Fallingforyou,”
Healy asked everyone to put their
phones away, saying, “This is now,
this is right now, so let’s be with
each other.”
A spell fell over the crowd. Arms
lowered and phones disappeared,
and only the musicians were visible. The band used only white
lights, so the glow on the fog created a dreamlike effect. The slower songs showcased Healy’s soulful
voice, and the crowd sang along as
he spun in circles and swayed to
the beat. A saxophone solo in “Me”
drifted into the dark room, hauntingly beautiful.
The band broke the trance and
picked up the pace to finish out the
show, returning energy to the room.
For crowd-favorite “Robbers,” Healy

Echo: The story deals with a vigilante-like character. How did you
come up with a character like
Nate Stephens?
Reed: I love superhero vigilante
stories. I thought I’d put my own twist
on that, put it in kind of a futuristic
atmosphere in America. It’s a character study of the protagonist from his
point of view, his descent into darkness and how he handles different
choices, different situations.
Echo: What was the writing process like for “Judgment”?
Reed: In high school, whenever I
had a chance to sit down, if I had a
30-minute window on a weeknight,
I’d try to write something down.
In between classes, I’d be writing
down ideas on my laptop. Whenever I had a chance to put a few thousand words down, I’d do it. It took a
while, about a year and a half or so,
on and off.
Echo: Did you know you’d be
on Amazon?
Reed: I wrote “Judgment” really just
for me. I’m not in it right now to make
money. I knew that I wanted to write
it and finish it. If I thought it was
good or someone read it and told me
it was good, I’d put it out there. I went
the self-publishing route, which some
people say is good and some people
say is bad. For me, it was more to see
what people think, develop an audience. See if I have any talent at all.
There’s been some good feedback—
three of the four Amazon reviews are
five-star—so it’s been more of an experiment to start creating a portfolio.
Echo: When did you write it?
Reed: I started it the spring of my
junior year. I finished the day before I went to college. My goal was
to finish it before college because
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I knew and had this expectation
that I wouldn’t have much time to
write in college at first. (I) finished
it up as best I could and let it sit
my first year, revisiting it after the
school year ended (the novel was
published between Reed’s freshman
and sophomore year at Hillsdale).
(I edited) it as best as possible in
between and finally putting it out
there.

Echo: Between being a catcher for the baseball team and a
film major, do you still have time
for writing?
Reed: It’s pretty scarce. I have
ideas running through my head
all the time. I daydream and think
about what I’m going to write about
next, where is this plotline going.
If I ever get a chance to sit down
and put those on paper, it’s few and
far between. It’s about time management right now. My goal is to
write every day; there might be a
time where I write a few thousand
words a week.
Echo: Will you ever write a sequel to “Judgment”?
Reed: I’ve been working on one
since Christmas. I’m still working
through how to structure character developments and the plot. I’m
thinking all the time on how to improve it. I’m reading other authors
who are doing the same thing I
want to do. I’m reading a lot of H.P.
Lovecraft right now. I want to incorporate that kind of horror into my
writing. (I’m) trying to learn from
people who did it well in the past,
which I believe is a crucial part of
writing. I would love to be a professional writing and film major but I
don’t think it’s physically possible!

chose a fan and brought her on the
stage, serenading her while the rest
of the crowd sang the words like an
anthem. After briefly exiting the
stage, the band came back for an
encore of “Chocolate,” and finished
out with “Sex.” The crowd jumped
as they chanted, uniting the massive group of fans for an powerful
end to the show.
The band bowed, and Healy could

A spell fell over the crowd.
Arms lowered and phones
disappeared, and only the
musicians were visible.

barely get out his last words as the
room filled with screaming.
“I’ve been scared to play in a
room this size in America, but you
guys have made us feel welcome
. . . . Thank you so much.”
The last lights went out on stage,
and the room filled with darkness
and applause. The 1975 put on a
flawless show and, by the end, exhausted and satisfied the entire
room of fans.

Rock band The 1975 performs at the Aragon Ballroom in downtown Chicago.
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(From left to right) Yeqian Zhao, Nate Schiebe, Sarah Cook,
Austin Smith, Callie Taff, Tim Miller, Callie Haven and Sarah Coss.

An evening of art
Fall senior art show takes
place tonight at Abbey Coffee
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

Twenty: the end of the teenage years,
the definition of “score” (“fourscore
years ago . . .”), the total number of
racetracks in “Super Mario Kart.”
Twenty is also the title senior art
majors have declared for their student-run art show. The event represents a fusion of art styles and
mediums, with only one thing tying
it all together—20.
This number repeats throughout
the show in numerous forms. One
student created a table of 20 pieces
of wood, while others reflect it in individual images.
“That’s sort of our unifying factor,”
said senior Isaac Gilmore, one of the
artists involved. “We all have works
that are 20 parts or contain the number 20 in some way.”
Senior 2D art major Sarah Cook acted as the show’s curator. She worked
with the rest of the students to organize, advertise and develop the show
without help from faculty.
“Making 20 small works was an opportunity for us to process and explore
ideas that we’re thinking of for where
our work is heading, so the show has a
more experimental flavor,” Cook said.

The nine seniors in the show possess distinct artistic directions and
expertise, yet have worked together
to display 180 works, including paintings, furniture design, photography
and other interactive mediums.
According to the artists, the experience gave them more opportunities
to collaborate and develop their personal artistic styles in a public setting.
“I think it’s nice that we developed
the whole show on our own,” Gilmore
said. “We went through every little detail. And having a show in the community is a nice step out of only doing
art in an educational sense.”
In addition to the featured artwork, the exhibition will feature
live music performances from junior Taylor Hughes and sophomore
Nick Chiodras.
Chiodras, also an art major, will DJ
the event. He sees the opportunity to
participate in the show as a privilege.
“It’s always super inspiring, knowing that these people were freshmen
art majors at one point, and seeing
these incredible works of where they
are now,” Chiodras said. “It’s almost
like walking on sacred ground, to be
there playing music while people are
looking at their art.”
“Twenty” opens tonight at Abbey Coffee Co. in Marion at 6 p.m. Live music
begins at 7 and continues until 9. The
art will remain on display at the Abbey
for the rest of November.

OPINIONS

The company said it will use the ad revenue
to bring terrific products to the users of the
app, but I wonder if it really will. Making
money and bringing more products to users
are two different things.
Ad(ding) to Snapchat
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Dear Taylor Swift
I don’t quite understand
you, T-Swift
Erika Norton

Co-Editor in Chief

You may think this is just another hater hate hate hating on you,
but I’m not. I’m really not. I’m simply confused.
My confusion has nothing to do
with your music or your new album
“1989.” You’ve made the crossover
from country to pop. You’ve changed
your sound to a peppy ’80s-synth
meets electro-melancholy. We all
change and reinvent ourselves from
time to time. That’s totally fine. (Plus,
there are some seriously catchy tracks
I’m not ashamed to say I jam to.)
My confusion isn’t even with you
taking your cat wherever you go. Nor
with how you’re the new welcome ambassador for New York City, a place
you’ve lived less than a year. While
I may find these things strange, it’s
your life. You do you.
I’m confused with you saying you’re
focused on your fans.
“Fans are my favorite thing in the
world,” you told the Orlando Sentinel in 2008. “I’ve never been the type
of artist who has that line drawn between their friends and their fans.”
But then you go and remove all of
your songs, save one, from Spotify,
a free music streaming service with
over 40 million listeners. Before you

dumped them, nearly 16 million of
Spotify’s users played your songs in
the 30 days prior, and you’re on over
19 million playlists, by Spotify’s last
count. Not to mention, you just released “1989” about two weeks ago,
an album I’m sure you worked very
hard on and want to share.
Why would you do this?
I read a quote of yours in the Wall
Street Journal about music. You
called it art and talked about how
valuable art is, how valuable things
should have a price tag and how music should be paid for.
I completely agree that music should not just be given away
or forced upon you like junk mail
(cough, cough, like U2). However,
Spotify pays artists per stream. It may
not be much, but let’s be real, you’re
not some starving artist playing in little clubs and bars to make rent.
You were named by Billboard as
the highest-paid musician in America, earning nearly $40 million in
2013. On top of that, “1989” sold
1.287 million copies in its first week,
the largest sales week for an album since Eminem’s “The Eminem
Show” (which sold 1.322 million).
Your most recent tour grossed
$150 million , $30 million of
which you took home yourself
in the first six months alone.
Billboard also estimates concert-goers buy $17 worth of merchandise per ticket, bringing in an

Photograph provided by Instagram user @taylorswift

Blowing bubbles, Taylor Swift may seem more happy-go-lucky than recent decisions suggest.

additional $10 million.
You live in a penthouse apartment
in Tribeca, and unlike most 24 year
olds, you are not drowning in student
debt.
Money and record sales aren’t a
problem. But selling records and
making money aren’t the only reasons
to make music. You consider music
an art, and art should be shared and
accessible to those who want to listen to it.
Since money isn’t an issue, why
not share your music with 40 million more people? Yes, it’s your
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Target meme demonstrates
craziness of social media
Adam Kelly

Opinions Editor

Forget the cute bulls-eye puppy. Target has a new unofficial mascot.
He goes by Alex and was a normal cashier until a shopper snuck a
picture of him while he bagged her
shopping items. Naturally, the shopper Tweeted the picture.
The tweet has since been deleted,
but it spread rapidly. Alex didn’t even
know until a store manager showed
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him the tweet.
But soon, Alex from Target flew to
Los Angeles to be on the Ellen DeGeneres show. Strangers bombarded him with tweets. They eyed him
as he bagged.
How is it that a single Tweet turned
a normal guy’s life upside down?
What does this say about our culture
and media? What does this say about
society and the standard of beauty?
Clearly, the only reason Alex from
Target trended was society’s standard
of beauty. Physical beauty. I am not
saying he is a bad guy or that he does
not have a great personality.

music and you have the right to
do what you want with it. But
why spend money on Instagram
campaigns and product placement (those “Keep it classy at
Subway” posters) to hype an album that could reach so many
more listeners?
Also, since you are the new welcome ambassador for New York City
and have a song dedicated to your
newfound home, why are there no
New York shows scheduled for your
marathon tour next year? You have 57
shows scheduled, but the closest you

get to the Big Apple is MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ.
You really confuse me sometimes,
T-Swift. I can sympathize with Spotify’s lyrical plea posted on its blog:
“Taylor, we were both young when we
first saw you, but now there’s more
than 40 million of us who want you
to stay, stay, stay. It’s a love story, baby,
just say yes.”
Think about your fans. Just say yes.

But how often do people become
famous strictly because of physical
attributes? Our society is driven by
a standard of beauty that is based
on people’s physical features. Facial
structure and figure are the sole standards for judging beauty.
I can’t stand the fact that our society does this. Some movie stars and
other celebrities are only famous because they have physical attributes
our society deems worthy. Many
don’t have talent, only looks. Looks
shouldn’t characterize a person, but
culture has defined looks as the decider of beauty. There is no inclusion
of inner beauty, personality, intelligence or sense of humor.

The social media explosion—memes,
Tumblr posts, Tweets and all—Alex
from Target a big deal. A shopper
thought he was cute and didn’t bother getting to know anything about the
real him.
It is time to stop standardizing
beauty on looks. We all have worth
whether we fit society’s definition
of beauty or not. Fame should come
from talent, hard work and perseverance. Value should be based on the
whole of a person. It is not just about
looks. It is the internal attributes that
count. That is what lasts in a person.
Physical attributes change. Personality and values last forever.

Sincerely,
A Lover of Music

Ad(ding) to Snapchat
Ads become a mainstay
in Snapchat
Adam Kelly

Opinions Editor

Is Snapchat learning bad manners?
Once strongly opposed to the idea
of introducing ads to the app’s personal communications, the company
went so far as to say if Snapchat did
that, it would be “rude.” It’s rude now.
Snapchat decided to start showing
ads because it needs to create revenue, according to the company’s recent blog post. The ads began three
weeks ago.
Snapchat has gained popularity, rising from 350 million snaps
shared per day last October to 700
million this past May, the company stated. Over 1 billion stories were
viewed each day in May. If each person sends one story each day, that is
about one-seventh of the world’s population using Snapchat.
Due to the quantity of Snapchat users, the service is worth $10 billion,
said the Wall Street Journal. The number of younger generation people that
use the app make it that worthy to investors. But Snapchat recently started
showing ads for revenue. The ads are
inserted into users’ recent updates

feed. They only play if you click on
them, and disappear after 24 hours
if not viewed.
The company said the ads would
never be a part of the app’s personal
communications. The company said
that would be “rude.”
“We won’t put advertisements in
your personal communication—
things like Snaps or Chats,” the company said. “We want to see if we can
deliver an experience that’s fun and
informative, the way ads used to be,
before they got creepy and targeted.”

“We won’t put advertisements in
your personal communication....”

Photograph provided by WikiCommons

Snapchat reaches younger generation through ads.

—Snapchat

A nice sentiment, but ads never stay
fun and informative for long. They
may start out that way, but once the
company realizes the amount of revenue they can make, things change.
The way many apps and websites
work is that after viewing an item
or product online, that information
gets shared with different companies.
Similar products then come up on different websites.What’s to stop Snapchat from following the same path?
Snapchat could become like that
soon. Either other companies sharing

information and ads with Snapchat
could entice certain groups to view
their ads, or Snapchat could share
snaps that provide a view of a company’s product. Predictably, the ad intake would cease to be “fun.”
The company said it will use the ad
revenue to bring terrific products to
the users of the app, but I wonder if it
really will. Making money and bringing more products to users are two
different things. More products cost
more money, which means more ads.
Snapchat became a billion-dollar
company with ad-free usage. There

is no need to start showing ads for
more revenue. They may disappear
after viewing or 24 hours, but it won’t
be long before the ads are constantly on the “recent updates” section of
Snapchat. Snapchat will ruin another service many enjoyed prior to ads.
It is time to say no to ads that are ruining user experience.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by contributing an editorial to Adam_Kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Submissions are final and will be edited for content and clarity. Please keep the word count to 500-700
words.

TROJAN NATION

The Trojans’ aggressive offense was a crucial part of
Saturday’s win with 17 total shots and 14 on goal.
Trojans edge Bethel
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Football
Schedule

11/8 Saint Francis (A) 12:00 P.M.

Men’s Soccer
Schedule

11/8 Goshen
(Crossroads League semifinal) 7:00 P.M.
Photography provded by Tim Riethmiller

Andrews looks to improve in his second year with Taylor basketball.

Jordan Richardson is the only new starter to the Taylor squad to begin the season.

Taylor basketball courts success
Trojans want to start off
2013-14 season with a bang
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

Head coach Josh Andrews and the
Taylor men’s basketball team jump
into action tonight as the team participates in the Trinity International Tournament.
Taylor looks to improve upon its
11–19 record in 2013–14, Andrews’ first
year as a Trojans coach. The team
brings back four out of five starters
from the end of last season and possesses plenty of ability to jump up in
the rankings with more experience
on the court.
“We really want to establish a defensive identity early in the season,”
Andrews said. “We want to play actively on defense and play together
as a team.”
The five current starters are all familiar faces from last season. Junior

point guard Jordan Richardson will
replace Ben Raichel (’14) in the starting lineup.
Senior Jesse Coffey complements
Richardson at guard, along with junior Kyle Stidom. The team will
combine Coffey ’s sharp-shooting mentality with Stidom’s style of
driving the basket to create several
scoring opportunities in Taylor’s triangle offense.
Seniors Darayl Jordan and Ian
Dutcher return to the starting
lineup to bolster the Trojans’ post
game. With Jordan and Dutcher’s
improved play, Taylor will strive to
establish an identity in the paint
that didn’t quite show with last
year’s squad.
An improved bench squad should
help the Trojans find relief for its
starters. Senior forward Tyler Waite
brings his skill in nailing shots behind the arc and strong rebounding.
Freshmen Tim Fleming and Keaton Hendricks will have time in the

Trojans annihilate Knights
Taylor upsets Marian, looks
toward No. 7 Spring Arbor
DJ Lindquist
Contributor

The Taylor women’s soccer team
opened up Crossroads League Tournament play Saturday with a 3–0 win
against No. 4 seed Marian.
Fre s h m a n Me ga n K a m m e r
scored the first goal for the Trojans with an accurate long-distance shot. The Trojans didn’t stop
there, with two more goals coming
from junior Emily Brydon and senior Dani Goecke. The game ended with sweet revenge: Marian beat
Taylor earlier in the season on its
home turf.
With a win at Marian, the Trojans
move on to the conference tournament semifinals, where they will face
Spring Arbor. The No. 7 team has ousted the Trojans before and is known to
be a very formidable opponent.
“They are a very tough team to beat
because they will capitalize on every
big mistake you make,” head coach
Scott Stan said.
Although Spring Arbor poses a
threat to end the Trojans’ season,
coach Stan believes that his team has
the talent to beat them.
“The challenge will be overcoming

the mental part of the game,” Stan
said. “Once they score the first goal,
our girls lose confidence, which
allows Spring Arbor to extend
their lead.”
The Trojans know they will have to
play their best game in order to beat
Spring Arbor and look to score the
first goal as a confidence booster.
Another key to the game will be
generating scoring chances without
relying on one player.
In the loss to Spring Arbor earlier in the year, the Trojans struggled offensively. With forwards
Dani Goecke and sophomore Shelbi Lowe injured, the offense was not
at full strength during the teams’
last meeting. Although the injuries
were detrimental to Taylor’s offensive production, it allowed the
freshmen to establish their place in
the offense.
“We have some very talented
freshmen this year and are pleased
with their offensive skill and ability to score. I cannot describe how
much value they bring to this team,”
Stan said.
The semifinal match against Spring
Arbor will be played at 3 p.m. at Spring
Arbor on Saturday.

rotation along with transfer junior
Shakir Dunning.
“We need to provide five guys that
provide a balance on the floor,” Andrews said. “We want to play an unselfish style of offense along with
strong man defense. We’re constantly scouting and looking for that rotation of guys to work the floor.”
While Taylor does have a talented roster, the Trojans missed several
opportunities last season. The team
made 3.5 free throws fewer per game
than its opponents last season while
also turning the ball over too much
with 13.2 per game. Taylor’s 1–14 record in road games certainly didn’t
help the Trojans’ cause.
Taylor looks to improve its lategame play after dropping four games
in overtime last year while also giving
away some close matchups in the final minutes.
“We need to finish,” Andrew said.
“In the final two minutes, it becomes
a possession game and we need to

get better at making those our two
minutes and stepping up in close
ball games.”
Taylor plays in one of the toughest
conferences in NAIA men’s basketball with three teams in the NAIA’s
Top-25 preseason rankings and two
teams that received votes. Andrews
knows it’s a tough road ahead but
thinks his team has what it takes
to grab some wins in the Crossroads League.
“We just have to do a better job at
taking care of the ball in those matchups,” Andrews said. “Take care of the
ball, get to the line and play strong
down the stretch.”
Taylor will kick off the 2014–15 season today against NAIA Division I Missouri Valley (2–0) in the first game of
the Trinity International Tournament
in Deerfield, Ill. The Trojans will take
the court in Odle Arena for the first
time on Wednesday against Madonna (1–1) at 7 p.m.

Schedule

11/8 Spring Arbor (A)
(Crossroads League semifinal) 3:00 P.M.

Women’s Basketball
Schedule

11/7 Cardinal Stritch (A) 8:00 P.M.
11/8 Saint Francis (A) 1:00 P.M.

Men’s Basketball
Schedule

11/7 Missouri Valley College (A)
5:00 P.M.
11/8 Trinity International University (A)
9:00 P.M.

Volleyball
Schedule

11/8 Rio Grande 1:00 P.M.
11/8 Trinity Christian 5:00 P.M.
11/11 Saint Francis (Crossroads League quarterfinal) 7:00 P.M.

Cross Country
Schedule

11/8 Crossroads League Champtionships 10:30
A.M.

Taylor
edges
Bethel

Trojans secured win in
first game in Crossroads
League Tournament
Lincoln Reed
Contributor

The Taylor men’s soccer team advanced to the semifinals of the
Crossroads League Tournament after a 3–2 victory over Bethel at home
on Saturday.
The Trojans’ aggressive offense was
a crucial part of Saturday’s win with
17 total shots and 14 on goal.
“ We generated really good attacking opportunities,” head coach
Gary Ross said. “There were some
of the most dynamic and beautiful attacking sequences that we
have seen all year were created
on Saturday.”
The Trojans’ offensive strategy
spurred an early lead after senior
forward Danny Cawley scored at

Photograph by: Josh Adams

Danny Cawley struck two goals for the Trojans to secure a solid 3-2 lead over Bethel.

the eight-minute mark in the first
half and senior midfielder Tim Miller scored off a set-piece at minute 19.
“We came out and got out to a 2–0
lead and then, at halftime, we knew
they would come back and fight hard,”
Ross said.
Bethel sought to change the momentum with a goal at the 54-minute
mark. After several missed chances at
the goal, Taylor struck the final blow
when Cawley scored with 18 minutes
left to play. Cawley raced past Bethel
defenders down the left side to deliver
a shot past the Bethel goalkeeper in
the back corner of the goal.
“Danny Cawley was just absolutely
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fantastic,” Ross said. “He’s a guy who
has done really well for us all year.
I’d say it was the best performance
he’s had this year, if not in his entire career. He was just all over the
place, he defended well and he attacked well and created really good
scoring chances.”
The win improves Taylor’s record
to 13–5 and gives the Trojans another
match in the single-elimination conference tournament. Taylor will host
conference rival and No. 6 seed Goshen on Saturday in the Crossroads
League conference semifinals.

Athlete of the Week

Hadlee Yescott
Year

Freshman

Hometown

Scarborough, Maine

Position

Forward

Key Stat

Four goals and two assists in freshman
season

Funniest teammate

Dani Goecke

Favorite soccer memory

Breaking high school record for single-season
goals and winning state title

Photography by Josh Adams

