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Saint Benedict and Taylor’s Life Together Covenant

Sydney Dolson, Elijah Gutierrez, and Dr. Hank Voss

Taylor University

BACKGROUND QUOTE RESULTS

The L'fe_ of St. !Benedlctl I “We have therefore, to establish a school of the Lord’s service.... Truly as we Benedict’s Rule of Life Taylor University's LTC
eBorn In Nursia (central Italy) o advance in this way of life and faith, our hearts open wide, and we run with Tools of God’s good works (Chapter 4) | Commitment to a community lifestyle
eDropped out of school in Rome due to frustration with unspeakable sweetness of love on the path of God’s commandments (Ps 119:32). So consistent with Colossians 3:12-17
hlS Classmates Slinfulhness Id I h I If d h that, never depal’tlng fI‘Om hlS gUIdaﬂCe, bUt perseverl ﬂg |n hlS teaChlng (ACtS 242) |n Frequent time set aside for heaﬂng God’s Expectati(}n for chape] attendance
;Bekcamtg @ mOI?. SOB © cg_u i I\I/e % ﬂ? y 1ITe, anAg)g (Ers the monastery until death, (Phil 2:8) we may by patience participate in the passion of Word and worshiping (Chapters 8-19)
OOK NOtICE, aSKIN enealct 1o 1ea €m as an 0 - ot - L
h g h_ Ch“St, that We may deserve aISO to be partakers Of qIS k|ngd0m. Amen (Cf. 1 Pet Special Sewices on Sunday (Chapters Setting aside the LDI-d’S Day for Sabbath
eMoved south to start his own monastery 1. 17)” — Prol s RU 11-12) and encouragement to participate in a
Hh : _ _ o 4:13; Rom 8:17).” — Prologue to Benedict’s Rule
o\\rote his influential Rule of Life to outline Christian local church
d_ISCI_p_I eshi p In a monastic contexF and _ Reverence in prayer and centrality of Chapel time set aside for prayer and
S|gn|flcantly shaped Western Christian Ity prayer to monastic life (Chapter 20) dedicated prayer space on campus
. . Commitment to community discipline and | Responsibilities for individual attitudes
Influence of Benedict’s Rule of Life expectations (Chapters 23-30) and behavior

His Rule I d with pointi K h
Geviceof the Tiune God, BENEDICT

eHis Rule Is concerned with administrative and spiritual i OF NURSIA
functions |
eBenedict’s Rule was influential on Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
who wrote Life Together, a text of central influence

on Taylor’s own Life Together Covenant.

CONCLUSIONS

*Benedict’s Rule of Life and Taylor’s Life Together Covenant
share many similarities

*However, there i1s much the Taylor community can learn from
Benedict’s Rule:

Benedict of Nursia * WWe could begin to believe that our LTC Is has a greater
Moves into a purpose, mainly to form a school for the L_or_d’s service
Born in Nursia cave at Subiaco Dies * We could make prayer central to every activity on campus
‘ 493 ‘ 230 » We could hold one another accountable to maintaining the
90 ‘ 201 >4/ Lord’s Day as holy and set apart
Leaves home to Founds a monastery at Monte
study in Rome Cassino; writes his Rule
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PURPOSE & RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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The purpose of this research is to answer the following Edited by Timothy Fry. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical, 1981

questions: What are the similarities between Benedict’s
Rule and Taylor University’s Life Together Covenant? What
can the Taylor campus learn from Benedict’s Rule
concerning life as a spiritual community?
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Taylor University. Life Together Covenant.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

First, both Benedict’s Rule of Life and Taylor University’s
Life Together Covenant were read, as well as secondary
sources. The two primary sources were then compared In
order to find similarities and differences. Finally, highlights
from Benedict’s Rule were explored as a resource for
deepening Taylor University’s understanding of its own
Life Together Covenant.
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