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Academic affairs shifts from
departments to schools

By Benita Lee
Contributor
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Nathan Bennett, Owen Thomas, Chris Thomas and Thomas Daugherty of The Elms perform Thursday night in Rediger
Auditorium in front of an intimate crowd. The band from southern Indiana played a two-hour concert after holding a question-and-answer session with students Thursday afternoon in the student union.

Review of The Elms' concert on Page 4

Women's forum provides advice for the future
By Hannah Beers
Contributor
How do you define your “calling”?
The answer to that question
depends on who you ask, but at
least one group of women has
a better idea of their callings
after Tuesday night’s women’s
forum.
“Embracing Your Calling”
was the theme for this year’s
forum, coordinated by the Office of Alumni and Parent Relations.
Since 1998, the annual forum
has featured Taylor alumnae
who have demonstrated Christian commitment in leadership
and persevered through obstacles.
“We put it on for the students,” said Terri Collins, vice
president of alumni and parent
Relations. “I think the benefit of
this night is for (them), to have

women … who are just a little
bit farther down the road share
their stories, share their experiences, share their expertise
… and really help to form that
sense of calling that God has for
(them).”
The forum, held in the Alspaugh dining rooms, had facilitators at each table to lead
discussion as women gave their
perspectives on differing issues.
“From the discussion that
went on at my table, it seemed
like it’s something we’re all
thinking about,” junior Sarah
Hurliman said. “Just wondering where God’s leading us,
either in terms of a career, or
even in general decision making – I thought it was really relevant.”
Robin Chaddock ’81 received
the Roselyn Kerlin Women in
Leadership Award, presented
annually at the forum to an

alumna exhibiting commitment
to Christ and to others.
“We are not primarily called
to do something or go somewhere. We are called to someone,” said Chaddock, quoting
Os Guinness’ “The Call.” “We
are called first not to special
work but to God. The key to answering the call is to be devoted
to no one and to nothing above
God himself.”
The main speaker for the
evening was Colleen Kraft, a
research fellow in the Division
of Infectious Diseases at Emory
University in Atlanta and a 1998
Taylor graduate.
“I really grew tremendously
in my faith at Taylor,” Kraft
said. “I think I grew up in the
church and went through the
motions, but ... God really
opened me up here. I felt very
broken and humbled ... I think
it allowed me to hear what he
wanted me to hear while I was

at this place, and it’s been a
foundation that’s been laid for
the rest of my life.”
Kraft’s message focused on
embracing a calling as a child of
God, a professional and a wife
and mother. Her own experiences served as examples.
“As a child of God, I can look
back and see how God has directed my paths ... calling me to
be a doctor,” Kraft said. “I feel
that I’m using my intellectual
and personal talents to the utmost when I’m working, and I
feel like I’m serving God when
I’m doing that ... I truly love
what I do.”
Kraft told attendees that “everything starts with our relationship with Christ.
“It’s amazing that God uses
small threads of direction and
confirmation through people,
through conversations, through
his Word … to direct us,” she
said.
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A new school structure for
Taylor University that has
been in the works for two years
should go into effect on June 1,
2008, school officials say.
The new structure will rearrange the office of academic affairs from six divisions – arts,
letters, social science, natural
science, education and business
– to three schools: the school of
natural science; the school of
arts, humanities and theology;
and the school of professional
and graduate studies.
In making the decision, Taylor administrators and faculty
factored in the need to increase
the deans’ and faculty’s degree
of authority and responsibility
for academic and program decision-making, Provost Stephen
Bedi said. This reorganization
will allow the schools to make
full use of the faculty, program
and financial resource opportunities the university has to offer, Bedi said.

opportunities for faculty to try
out new teaching strategies,
curricular offerings and be
more responsible for producing results,” Bedi said. “The
deans and faculty will also be
in a better position to explore
new opportunities and develop
a shared vision for the school.”
The change to school structure will affect the leadership
hierarchy.
A dean, who is responsible
for all the academic and administrative duties, will direct each
of the three schools.
Deans will report to the provost, whose role will be to manage the establishment of the
new school structure.
Students, faculty members
and other staff will work with
their respective school deans
and department chairs, instead
of the office of academic affairs.
“I think the new school structure will be a positive change for
the faculty,” said Mark Colgan,
associate dean of the division of
natural sciences. “The science
division is enthusiastic about it

“We can promote different schools instead of specific recruitment into majors.
Students will see the ‘schools’ and give
them more credit than departments.”
- Steve Mortland More focused faculty development and curricular planning and the expansion of interdisciplinary course offerings
are among expected outcomes,
Bedi said.
The shift also aligns with the
university’s commitment to
keep up with rising academic
expectations and to initiate
fast responses to opportunities,
Bedi said.
The new structure will
achieve this by fostering greater
agility within academic affairs,
he said.
“The establishment of three
schools … should provide more

because a new dean will help us
focus on interdisciplinary initiatives and help us promote the
new science complex.”
Steve Mortland, associate
vice president for enrollment
services, said the change will allow the admissions department
to rework its marketing to promote broad areas of academic
study, rather than just individual departments.
“We can promote different
schools instead of specific recruitment into majors,” Mortland said. “Students will see the
‘schools’ and give them more
credit than departments.”

'Sing Noel' celebrates Christmas around the world
By Audra Gustin
Staff Writer
¡Feliz Navidad! Joyeux Noël!
Eku Odun Ebi Jesu! God Jul!
Merry Christmas!
On Saturday the Taylor Chorale is celebrating Christmas
at its traditional “Sing Noel”
concert in English, Spanish,
French, Yoruba, Chinese, Russian and Swedish.
“It’s the focus of our university,” Chorale Director Joanne
Rediger said. “Global engagement.”
Throughout the concert, selected students and faculty, including President Eugene Habecker, will read Scripture in
various languages, strategically
set before the Chorale sings a
festive song in that language.
Redigar said this celebration
has been on her heart for some
time. She wanted to remind
Taylor students that Christmas
is not just for those in the U.S.,
especially given the large international presence on campus.
Anna Perkins, a chorale
member and daughter of missionaries in India, said Rediger
discussed the multicultural con-

News

cert with her over the summer,
after Perkins was selected to be
a coordinator for international
orientation this fall.
Rediger asked to talk to the
internationally raised students
about joining Chorale and had
questionnaires about Christmas
traditions and food.
“She really had this vision,”
Perkins said.
Rediger then carefully selected music for the program
with technical and linguistic
difficulty in mind.
“She really pours through it,”
Perkins said, adding she herself
was pleased with the variety.
Rediger acknowledged she
couldn’t represent every nationality, but remained hopeful
about adding variety the future.
The concert will kick off with
a Junkanoo procession, played
by local Bahamian musicians.
Junkanoo is a popular parade
that occurs every year in the
Bahamas during the holiday
season. Different troupes construct costumes, floats, dance
and music routines in order to
compete for artistic awards.
The local musicians, in the
true spirit of Junkanoo, have

created completely new colorful
costumes for the night and will
be lead Bahamian students in
singing “Joy to the World” with
a real beat.
International students and
students in Mu Kappa, an oncampus organization for children of missionaries, will greet
people as they arrive and, wearing their national attire, will
walk down the aisles during a
congregational singing of “O
Come, All Ye Faithful.”
Rediger has reserved the
front rows for them as they are
the honored guests: the display
of how global celebration is possible today, she said.
“It’s going to be a real crosssection of the world,” Rediger
said. “Something for everyone.”
Judy Daudt, a sponsor for
Mu Kappa, said she expects
the Christmas concert to be “a
beautiful, multicultural experience and testimony to God's
global work and his heart for
the nations of the world.”
The free concert will be held
7:30 p.m. Saturday in Rediger
Auditorium and a reception will
be held in the Dining Commons
after the performance.
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Joanne Rediger and the members of Chorale practice for Saturday night's show.
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Election 2008: guide to Republican candidates
By Amy Watkins
Opinions Editor
Don’t look now,
but the 2008 presidential primaries
are almost here.
These in-party elections will
determine
the
Republican
and
Democratic nominees for president.
Elections start in January
and stretched out over a few
months.
Over the next two weeks, The
Echo will give a brief overview
of where the top five candidates
in each party according to national polling data stand on
some important issues. (Check
back next week for the Democratic candidates.)
We mean for these summaries to be unbiased, and further

Candidate
Background
War in Iraq

National
Security
Health Care

Education

Abortion

Homosexual
Issues
Immigration
Taxes
and
Spending

information may be found at
either www.ontheissues.org or
www.vote-smart.org.
Most states have
primaries, but the
opening Iowa caucuses are one example of a different
kind of voting: Party
members gather at a
central meeting place
and form groups

based on which candidate they
support.
Those who prefer the “pull
the lever” method of voting
should be aware that each state
has a different set of rules regarding who may vote in different primaries.
Some require the voter to declare a party preference when
registering to vote, while others
allow the voter to pick a party to

vote in on election day.
For a full description of your
state’s rules and a list of candidates officially on the ballot,
visit your individual state’s secretary of state Web site or stop
by your city hall.
To vote in primaries or caucuses, voters must usually register and request absentee ballots a few weeks in advance of
the actual election date. Do this

by visiting your city hall.
You may also register to vote
at the secretary of state’s local office (often the same place
where you registered for your
driver’s license).
Selected
Primary
/
Caucus Dates (subject to
change):
Iowa – Jan. 3
Michigan – Jan. 15
Florida – Jan. 26
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Rudy Giuliani

www.joinrudy2008.com

Mike Huckabee
www.mikehuckabee.com

John McCain

www.johnmccain.com

Check out next week’s
edition of The Echo for
the guide to Democratic candidates.

Photo provided by flickr.com

Mitt Romney

Fred Thompson

www.mittromney.com

www.fred08.com

Mayor of New York City
(1994-2001)

Governor of Arkansas
(1996-2007)

Senator from Arizona
(1987-present)

Governor of Massachusetts
(2003-2007)

Senator from Tennessee
(1994-2003)

Believes retreat from Iraq
would cause terrorist attacks. Would not withdraw
troops.

We must defend our honor
by finishing the job in Iraq.
Iraq is our responsibility.

Continue the troop surge
until the job is done. Retreat would mean the war
is lost.

Premature withdrawal
would be a mistake. Americans should show support.

World would be more dangerous if U.S. left Iraq. We
were right to invade.

Has expressed support for
the Patriot Act and CIA interrogation methods. War
on Terror is first priority.

Supportive of current
Guantanamo Bay conditions. Greater analysis of
student visa applicants.

Close Guantanamo Bay
and announce no-torture
policy. Re-double effort to
find bin Laden.

Enlarge Guantanamo
Bay and deny terrorist
access to lawyers. Wiretap mosques if necessary.

Wants to develop national
missile defense system and
increase military spending
and development.

Supports private health
savings accounts and
vouchers for the poor.
Wouldn't have universal
plan.

Opposes universal or
mandated coverage. Strive
for prevention of illnesses
rather than intervention.

Provide tax credits for
health care and help control costs, but no universal
system.

Allow states to have private, market-based insurance programs. Focus on
individual responsibility.

Prefers competitive,
free-market solutions.
Medicare health plan has
become too large.

Favors school voucher programs and charter schools.

Wants equal funding for
abstinence sex education. Supporter of private
schools.

Supports school vouchers
and prefers more local control of curriculum content.

Favors abstinence education English immersion,
and charter schools.

In favor of vouchers and
charter schools. Less federal control and more local
control.

Personally opposed but
supports all abortion
rights. Seeks to increase
number of adoptions.

Supports outlawing all
abortions. No federal
funding of abortion. Roe
v. Wade was wrongly
decided.

Opposes abortion, except
in cases of rape and incest.
Would prosecute doctors,
not women.

Overturn Roe v. Wade
and work to change public
opinion. Pro-choice as governor, but now pro-life.

Roe v. Wade was example
of bad law practices. Appoint strict constructionist
judges and return decision
to the states.

Supports civil unions. Opposes gay marriage.

Opposes civil unions, gay
marriage and gay adoption.

States should make gay
marriage decision.

Supports constitutional
ban on gay marriage.

Against gay marriage. Civil
union decision is up to the
states.

Sanctuary cities and education for illegals help prevent crime. Supports guest
worker program.

Penalize employers of illegal immigrants and require
illegals to pay a fine to
become citizens.

Offer illegal immigrants a
temporary worker program
and a gradual path to citizenship.

Prosecute illegal immigrants and reduce federal
funding to sanctuary cities.

Opposes sanctuary cities
and welfare incentives.
Would not offer amnesty.

Eliminate estate tax, reduce
overall taxes, and promote
fiscal responsibility.
Less taxes means more
revenue.

Wants to rein in government spending and replace
current tax system with a
nationwide sales tax, increasing productivity.

Doesn’t want tax cuts that
favor the rich. Focus on
cutting spending to create
a balanced budget.

Has pledged to have no
new taxes and end current
taxes on interests, dividends, and capital gains.

Dissolve IRS and cut taxes
to stimulate economic
growth. Make reducing the
national debt a priority.

Joe Mary Cann
wins election

Banquet brings
AIDS awareness
By Carrie Bragg
Online Editor
As part of a weeklong emphasis on AIDS,
Taylor’s Acting on AIDS chapter held a hunger banquet Thursday evening.
The dinner demonstrated the unequal
distribution of food throughout the world.
“I think it’s important for Taylor students
to see how the problems of the world are related to one another,” said senior Kevin Little, Acting on AIDS cabinet co-leader. “As
God looks at the world, he looks at it holistically. He sees how he is restoring the world
to how he created it to be. It’s important for
us ... to look at the world holistically, as God
does.”
Students said the banquet helped them
understand the connections behind two
world problems.
“I never realized how connected AIDS
and hunger are,” sophomore Elisa Acosta
said. “Being at the banquet reminded me
how lucky I am to not have to go hungry.”
Sophomore Hannah Small said the banquet exposed her to important issues.
“I haven’t had a lot of experience with
the cause for AIDS and poverty,” she said.
“(The banquet) really became a cool opportunity to learn about these issues and to use
the gifts that God gave me.”

News

California – Feb. 5
Illinois – Feb. 5
Missouri – Feb. 5
New York – Feb. 5
Wisconsin – Feb. 19
Ohio – March 4
Texas – March 4
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Student Body President Tamara Shaya congratulates Joe Mary Cann on his mock election win.

Taylor’s student body has a new January
term president: Joe Mary Cann.
Cann, a fictitious character, beat opponent
P.O. Clucker in the mock election sponsored by
the Taylor Student Organization.
The campaign was created to encourage Taylor students to vote in the 2008 election. Before
voting in the mock election, students registered
to vote in the state of Indiana or filled out forms
for an absentee ballot.
“We hope that this program gets students
thinking about their role in the upcoming primaries and elections and serves as a reminder
to be filling out proper documentation well
in advance so everyone that has a desire can
be eligible to vote in 2008,” said senior Caleb
Farmer, a member of TSO.
Cann supported lowering taxes and providing health care for the top 10 percent of Taylor
students.
His opponent, Clucker, said children of fastfood tycoons should not receive tax breaks and
believed everyone deserves to be able to ruin
their own health and have someone else pay for
it.
A senior seminar group sponsored the project as part of a class requirement to confront a
social concern Americans face today.
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Professor's life bridges two cultures
BY LEVI CARTER
CONTRIBUTOR

Photo courtesy of Jody Fernando

Professor Rukshan Fernando at an orphanage in Cuenca, Ecuador, in January 2007, where he
and his Lighthouse team served children affected by abuse.

At 13 years old, Rukshan Fernando helped his friend literally pick up the pieces of his
house after a suicide bombing.
Now a social work professor
at Taylor University, Fernando
still vividly recalls the cultural
transition he underwent as a
boy moving from an uppermiddle class neighborhood in
New Jersey to Sri Lanka.
Fernando’s father was a doctor and his mother was a stayat-home mom when the couple
decided to move back to Sri
Lanka, following the Lord’s
call to serve in their country of
origin.
Fernando, then 10 years old,
moved with his parents to his
new home next to 60 slumdwelling families.
“The safety issues were different. The kinds of things I
heard at night were different,”
Fernando said. “Everything
was different.”
The Tamil Civil War has been
a part of Sri Lankan life for
more than 20 years, and Fernando was not immune to its
effects.
Since 1983, hostilities have
been predominantly between
the government and the Tamil
Tigers, a separatist militant organization ﬁghting for the creation of an independent state.

Kamwesa: synonym
for walking miracle
BY BENITA LEE
CONTRIBUTOR
Dereck Kamwesa is a walking
miracle.
Born in Kisumu, Kenya, Kamwesa came to the U.S. with
his missionary parents 11 years
ago. After graduating from Taylor University, he took a job as
Taylor’s coordinator of ethnic
and international recruitment.
But an intense summer experience makes Kamwesa different from other Taylor admissions staff members.
On May 27, Kamwesa was
returning from a friend’s wedding, driving in a highway
passing lane, when a driver of
a semitrailer steered to the left,
failing to see him.
Kamwesa
immediately
swerved and hit the brakes,
sending his car airborne into
oncoming trafﬁc, where it
collided with a pickup truck.
Police later found him unconscious in his car.
The driver of the other vehicle died shortly after being
loaded into an ambulance, and

doctors said they could not understand how Kamwesa survived the massive crash.
Kamwesa said he vaguely
remembers suspecting things
were horribly wrong when he
awoke in the car with his head
on the ground and his left
arm bone sticking through his
shirt.
“The ﬁrst thought that came
to mind was, ‘That’s my favorite shirt!’ ” Kamwesa said. “I
was so mad I ruined it.”
Kamwesa suffered injuries
to his entire body; he broke
his right leg and right arm,
strained his neck and had 18
staples across his head. He
wore a neck collar, a sling and
casts on his arm and leg and
walked with a cane.
“I looked like Wile E. Coyote.
People were shocked because I
looked funny,” Kamwesa said.
“I felt shattered – like glass, in
a way.”
Kamwesa’s stay in the hospital lasted slightly over a week.
He then moved to Columbus,
Ohio, to be with his family,
making periodic visits to Indiana for medical appointments.

While in the hospital, Kamwesa met another car crash
victim. Kamwesa remembers
explaining his sense of peace
and calm, although the situation looked dim.
But the man could not comprehend Kamwesa’s joy in
such a dire situation, Kamwesa
said.
“I realized he did not have the
hope I have in Christ,” he said.
“I learned that lots of people
are suffering, craving the spiritual fulﬁllment we have, and
we take it for granted. It was
hard, but it opened my eyes.”
Processing the trauma was
difﬁcult, Kamwesa says. He
initially
avoided
thinking
about the crash, unprepared
for the mental and emotional
challenges.
He says the hardest part of
his recovery was getting back
behind the wheel. Every time
a semitrailer passed, he would
unconsciously hold his breath
and tense up.
Still, his friends say he kept
a positive attitude throughout
the recovery.
“Dereck was in great spirits,

While in Sri Lanka, Fernando was routinely questioned at
three military checkpoints just
to get to his house.
On one occasion, he even hid
from view during a potential
Tamil terrorist attack. He says
he still isn’t sure if he actually
saw any human shadows weaving between the trees.
“Just the impact of being in
that situation, it was scary,” he
said.
Today, Fernando says he
takes a neutral position in the
Tamil Civil War.
“I really understand and respect the cause of oppression
that Tamils have faced,” he
said. “I just don’t think that the
way they are going about it is
appropriate. I don’t feel like
breaking up the country is appropriate to actualize their vision of becoming free.”
After ﬁnishing high school in
Sri Lanka, Fernando studied
social work at Taylor. He says
his re-entry into America was
even more difﬁcult than his
move to Sri Lanka because he
was more aware of himself and
because he was alone.
As he drove past cornﬁeld
after cornﬁeld on his ﬁrst trip
to Taylor, he was amazed at
how rural it was – even less
developed than his city in Sri
Lanka.
One of the largest differences
Fernando has observed be-

tween America and Sri Lanka
concerns materialism and
money.
Since more Americans have
much more monetary wealth
than Sri Lankans, Fernando
said he and his wife, Jody,
ask questions like, “What do
our kids really need?” and
“What do we really need in our
house?”
He said he believes God calls
Christians to the idea of ﬁnancial simplicity, lifting up
ﬁnances to him as a spiritual
discipline.
But living in the U.S. has also
molded Fernando’s views on
women, which he says were
chauvinistic before he moved
back to the U.S.
Fernando now says he believes God is not limited to
certain religious areas of our
lives.
God allows us to undergo difﬁcult experiences such as the
ones Fernando went through
as a child in order to prepare
us for the future he has in store
for us, he said.
“It’s a day-by-day process,
the chiseling that God has been
doing,” Fernando said. “I just
see God’s pursuing love for me
through all this.”
Fernando says he seeks to use
both his painful and joyful experiences in his ministry, both
in the classroom and around
the world.

Kamwesa shares about life after his accident, attributing his survival to God.

although he was in pain,” said
close friend Julie Heth, a Taylor senior. “He only cried when
he talked about the other guy
who didn’t make it.”
Kamwesa’s limited physical
capabilities vexed him, but he
said the experience helped him
grow closer to God.
“My view on life and God
changed. I kept questioning
why God chose to save me. I’ve
realized it’s not about tomorrow but what we have today,”
Kamwesa said. “I want Christ

to be shown through my life.”
Friends say Kamwesa’s testimony is already making a difference.
“Dereck was thankful even
after the accident,” said Professor Solomon Abebe, who
has known Kamwesa for three
years. “He is a good example
of what it means to keep that
prayer line with God.”
Today, Kamwesa has mostly
recovered and has turned to
the hectic routine of life at Taylor, although he struggles with
frustrations.
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He attributes his miraculous survival to God and gives
thanks for God’s blessings and
protection in his life.
“His lifestyle inspires me, especially his love and concern
for others,” said Heth, who describes Kamwesa as one who
treasures his life as a gift from
God.
Kamwesa says his entire life
changed this summer.
“I don’t know what God has
in store for me, but I want Him
to have His way with me,” he
said.

SBP, administrators discuss student concerns
Part of The Echo's biweekly
interview with Student Body
President Tamara Shaya
How are you staying in
touch with students as the
year progresses? …
I’ve been able to have dessert
with different wings or dinner
with different wings, one-onone times with students, and
that’s been really helpful. And
then just making time to go to
different events on campus,
where everybody is gathered so
that I can just also meet with
students …
Do you take speciﬁc concerns to (President Eugene) Habecker or other
administrators?

Features

When I get a concern, it’s
something that I’ll usually
process with my chief of staff,
(senior) Heather Arcano, and
bring to my cabinet. And then,
as suggestions ﬂow in, I will
also either go to (Dean of Students Skip Trudeau) or (Provost Stephen) Bedi or Dr. Habecker …
But (I) have had a very good
working relationships with
the administrators and have
worked with dialoguing about
different resolutions and different things that we can do to
improve the campus in different situations.
Can you give me some
examples of some of the
things
you’re
talking
about?

One of the issues that I’ve recently talked with Dr. Habecker about is deﬁning commencement: Is it for students? Is it for
faculty? Is it for parents? What
are the types of speakers that
we want to bring on campus?
Do they need to align with the
(Life Together Covenant)?
So those discussions are happening. We’re trying to deﬁne
that and just ensure the university is continuing to progress
into one of the world’s premier
Christian colleges – and also
just making sure that we do
what God would want to do.
I mean, I think everyone has
their own opinion about what
should happen …
I’ve also met with (Dean of
Arts and Sciences) Tom Jones,
talking about a dean’s leadership forum, where students

would be able to engage in various issues, and talking about
how we can have critical thinking among our students, especially with the student leaders
…
And of course have had plenty of meetings with (Dean of
International Programs) Chris
Bennett about the Spencer
Centre for Global Engagement,
about really advancing global
engagement, too, among our
students …
Have you talked with anyone about concerns about
cheating on honor system
grading procedures, as we
discussed in the past two
Echo issues?
I scheduled a meeting to meet
with different administrators,

including Skip Trudeau, about
this (today) … We’re just wanting to know how we can help
the students.
It’s a wonderful community,
and I appreciate the work that
(The Echo is) doing as far as
bringing this issue to light. I just
want students to feel comfortable approaching me or other

administrators, with ways that
we can help them with this issue or even solutions to it.

.EED AFFORDABLE
HEALTH INSURANCE
Solutions with choices are easy, just call

LYNN MANIZZA
Your Individual and Family Expert

Toll-Free: 866-632-8499
www.LynnManizza-insurance.com

Lynn Manizza
Licensed Anthem Agent

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®ANTHEM is a
registered trademark. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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Coen brothers breathe vitality into 'Old Men'
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
Picture “The Silence of the
Lambs” without Hannibal Lecter. Aside from the fact that it
would have no plot, the movie
simply wouldn’t be memorable.
“No Country for Old Men” is
surprisingly similar. The film
is quite good on its own, but
its villain is what makes it truly
memorable. He may be the most
compelling villain since Lecter
himself.
“No Country” has a simple
premise. In the deserts of West
Texas, a man named Llewelyn
Moss (Josh Brolin) finds $2 million in drug money next to some
dead Mexicans near the Rio
Grande. He takes the money for
himself and is quickly pursued
by Mexican assassins, most of
which are rather incompetent
and easily eluded – except for
one.
Soon after the money goes
missing, professional assassin
Anton Chigurh (Javier Bardem)
is contacted to find the money
and kill the man who stole it.
Every scene with Chigurh is
electrifying. From his unrelentingly brutal assassinations to
his calm yet bitter exchanges
with those he hasn’t (yet) killed,
he has the most interesting
character in “No Country for
Old Men,” by far.
Bardem manages to make
Chigurh intriguing, despite the
character’s limited backstory.
He flips coins for people’s lives,
uses an air-powered weapon de-

Photos courtesy of nocountryforoldmen-themovie.com

“No Country for Old Men,” rated R for strong graphic violence and some language, returns the Coen brothers to
critical acclaim – their last two films (“The Ladykillers,” “Intolerable Cruelty”) were met with general disappointment.

signed for killing livestock and
has a blind sense of devotion to
keeping his word. While most
everyone else in the film, including Moss, allows greed and lust
for power to govern his or her
actions, Chigurh seems to operate under his own code of ethics
– an incredible irony, considering Chigurh is responsible for
most of the body count.
“No Country” is full of such
irony, a staple of many other

Coen brothers films (“Fargo,”
“O Brother, Where Art Thou?”).
The directing duo of Joel and
Ethan specializes in dark comedies, and this one certainly
ranks among their greatest accomplishments.
The cinematography in “No
Country” is simply incredible.
The Coens take a potentially
straightforward and bland story
and setting and turn it into a
visual feast with some impres-

sive camera work and attention to detail. The film instills
an ominous sense of tension
throughout, and some scenes
are downright nail-biting. Chigurh’s pursuit of Moss is fraught
with bloody and suspenseful
confrontations, none of which
play out quite as audiences may
expect.
The Coen brothers have built
an impressive film career with
unique settings and gener-

ally imbecilic main
characters, but “No
Country for Old Men”
marks a departure for the duo,
as the main characters are more
than competent.
Moss, a Vietnam war veteran,
exhibits constant ingenuity and
intelligence – he’s one of the
few people to have seen Chigurh
and live. Chigurh, by the same
token, proves his intimidating
reputation by expertly track-

ing Moss across the South. And
Sheriff Ed Tom Bell (Tommy
Lee Jones) follows closely behind both men, adeptly assessing each crime scene in the
bloody wake of Chigurh’s fury.
The Coen brothers still get to
poke fun at Southern culture
through the minor characters.
Despite the more serious and
violent tone of “No Country,”
it’s still a Coen brothers film,
through and through.
Unfortunately, the film suffers from a few minor problems.
Despite its many suspenseful
moments, the film may still feel
slow to some people. Gun fights
rarely last long, and scenes of
dialogue and exposition in between may turn off viewers
looking for an action movie.
The movie also ends ambiguously, leaving certain important plot points
unresolved in the
interest of emphasizing themes and
character development. But those
who don’t dismiss
“No Country” because of its vague final act will have a lot to
think about.
“No Country for Old Men” excels in a few key aspects, mainly
in establishing one of the most
sinister villains in recent memory. It may lack constant action
and a definitive conclusion, but
I defy anyone to see this film
and immediately forget it.
Movie Rating: 8.5 out of 10

Smith prepares to fill the shoes of a literary 'Legend'
By Andrew Neel
News Editor
How do you maintain a riveting plot when the main character of your story is the last man
on earth?
Add a lot of vampires, of
course.
Richard Matheson’s 1954
book about a man battling a
world full of vampires, “I Am
Legend,” is flying off the shelves
in bookstores across the country
– and it’s not because of a Count
Chocula resurgence.
Instead, the increased interest
in Matheson’s classic tale comes
from the buzz surrounding the
sure-fire blockbuster film of the
same title starring Will Smith.
On Dec. 14, audiences around
the country will pack into theaters to watch Smith portray
Robert Neville, the protagonist
of Matheson’s story. While I
haven’t had the privilege of seeing the movie yet (I’m still waiting for those advance tickets,
Will), I know Smith has some
tough shoes to fill if he’s going
to live up the character Matheson created.
Neville can best be described

Photo courtesy of iamlegend.warnerbros.com

“I Am Legend” is due for release on Dec. 14 in traditional and IMAX theaters. The screenplay was adapted by Mark Protosevich
(“Poseidon,” “The Cell”) and Akiva Goldsman (“I, Robot,” “A Beautiful Mind”).

as a frustrating hero. Although
he is intelligent and strong, his
alcoholism combined with the
stress of being alone for months
cause him to do reckless, foolish
things. It’s during these reckless
moments that Matheson’s Neville is the weakest emotionally
and therefore the most realistic
and deep.

I don’t know if Smith (or anyone for that matter) can successfully portray a brilliant action
hero and a delusional drunk at
the same time, but it will be interesting to see if he can pull it
off.
The plot of the book is a mix
between “CSI” for philosophers
and “War of the Worlds.” Nev-

ille may be battling vampires
and trying to weaken their numbers, but most of his progress
takes place studying, trying to
figure out what brought about
the vampires and what makes
them weak.
But for every philosophical
musing, the book also has an intense burst of action where Nev-

ille battles something – whether
it’s a group of vampires or his
inner demons.
Neville is also haunted by
memories of the past and of
his wife and daughter – both of
whom were claimed by the “infection” that created the vampires and wiped out most of the
world’s population.

Matheson handles Neville’s
sorrow over his wife and daughter’s death in a way that is both
poignant and unexpected: He
makes Neville try to forget
about them. While Matheson
slowly reveals more and more
about Neville’s past to the reader, Neville is forcing himself to
forget memories and become
more cold and detached from
emotion in order to survive in a
world of death and disease.
Matheson creates some interesting dilemmas through
Neville’s research about the
vampires that lead to discussions (or maybe monologues)
on what makes a person human
and deserving of life. I’m interested to see if Hollywood thinks
the average viewer is intelligent
enough to be engaged by this
discussion – or if directors will
take it out and replace it with a
scene of Smith dancing to “Gettin’ Jiggy wit It.”
Even if you don’t plan to see
“I Am Legend” in theaters, the
book is worth the read. Plus, if
the world is overtaken by a virus and vampires run rampant,
then you’ll know precisely what
to do.

The Elms bring 'rip-off-your-face' music to Taylor
By Adrienne Chaudoin
Staff Writer
I've been a die-hard fan of
The Elms since middle school,
so my biased opinion of them
told me their concert would
be a good one. My assumption
proved to be true.
The Elms, from Seymour,
Ind., arrived earlier in the day
to conduct a question-andanswer time with students.
Owen Thomas, the lead singer,
spoke most of the time about
the band’s reasons for switching from a Christian label,
Sparrow / EMI Records, to a
secular one, Universal Records
South.
Just because they switched
labels doesn’t mean band
members are denying their
faith. The secular label just

A&E

works better for who they
are and who they want to be,
Thomas said.
“You’re a lot more enabled in
mainstream music to do whatever is the purest representation of what you do,” he said,
“because I think in Christian
music what you represent will
always be a tempered, safer
version of what you do.”
The Darkroom, a band from
the Winona Lake area, opened
the evening’s concert. I hadn’t
personally heard this band
before they played, but a few
opinions I heard prior to the
show were positive.
The band had large lights
randomly placed around stage
that added a unique flavor to
their presence. The alternative
/ indie style music was enjoyable and definitely made me

want to check out more Darkroom music.
Used to larger crowds, The
Elms didn’t lack enthusiasm.
The band had rip-off-your-face
guitar solos, gut-busting drum
solos and screaming vocals –
all anyone into The Who, Led
Zeppelin or any rock ’n’ roll
bands could want.
Most of the songs were from
The Elms’ latest album, “The
Chess Hotel,” but the band
played “Lifeboat,” a song from
its first self-titled EP released
in 2000 was played by request.
The crowd couldn’t sing along
to all their songs, though. The
Elms played a few songs from
an album they are currently recording in Nashville, Tenn.
The personality of the band
members made the concert
even more enjoyable. Anyone

could tell they had been together for a long time.
“We’re just so proud of the
music right now,” Thomas
said. “It’s just funny how six
years deep here into our career
what pleases us the most … is
the thing that initially drew us
to it. You know, when you’re
playing in the garage, it’s just
fun, and it’s just chill, and
you’re proud of it.”
After the concert was over,
The Darkroom and The Elms
stuck around their merchandise tables to talk with fans.
“Their willingness to talk to
guests shows in their friendly
and real conversation,” sophomore Sarah Lu said.
I agree. The Elms are genuine guys who play a really good
show and love their rock ’n’
roll.

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Owen Thomas leads The Elms in songs from previous albums
and several songs from the band’s album in progress.
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It's about
the giver,
not only
the gift

EDITORIAL

Our view: 'Prosperity'
preachers set a bad
Christian example

By Mark Heydlauff
Columnist
The holiday season is upon
us.
From the ringing of Salvation Army bells to the special
red cups at Starbucks, the
signs of Christmas surround
us.
This season often brings with
it the opportunity of spending
time with family and friends,
which is often accompanied
by the exchanging of gifts.
The tradition of gift-giving
brings with it another great
tradition – one that evokes
heart-warming feelings of
capitalism in all of us: the
Black Friday sales.
What expresses “Joy to the
World” more perfectly than
standing outside of Best Buy
at 3 a.m.? Is there a better
tradition than enjoying the
cinnamon rolls at the Sam’s
Club continental breakfast on
the day after Thanksgiving at
5 a.m.?
I will admit, I have never
ventured out after a football
and turkey induced postThanksgiving coma to shop;
the thought does not interest me. But though I do not
participate, I will also not be
criticizing those who do enjoy
this festival of consumerism.
This Christmas season, I
want to challenge everyone,
day-after-Thanksgiving shopper or not, about materialism.
Americans tend to be very
materialistic. However, the
challenge of materialism is not
the material; it is the -ism.
I do not believe that there
is anything inherently wrong
with crazy, drowsy, cold shoppers in late November, nor
do I believe that there is a
problem with wide-eyed children (or college students) on
Christmas morning.
Gifts are gifts, and they
are something we can enjoy
and appreciate. The problem
comes when our focus shifts
too heavily on the gift instead
of the giver.
We may receive all sorts of
nice things underneath the
Christmas tree this year. We
should enjoy each one of them,
but while we do so, let us keep
them in perspective.
In economies where a few
dollars could be the subsistence wage for a month or
even a year, a measly, low-end
iPod nano with its $149 price
tag has real value.
That doesn't make the iPod
or its owner bad. Additionally,
this is not a veiled attempt to
guilt trip anyone into returning their Christmas presents
and donating all the proceeds
to World Vision.
iPods are great; I enjoy mine
and I'm sure that those of you
who have one enjoy yours as
well. Those who went out early shopping and buying gifts
probably had a great time and
saved some money.
But enjoying and using
nice things is different from
a desire for more and better
things. Each of us will have
a different perspective about
gifts and possessions; what is
important is that we keep our
viewpoint from being skewed
by wordly desires.
Let us keep the value of that
stuff in perspective and avoid
excesses.
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End hamocide
By Steve Etheridge
Columnist
Sorry to ruin your day, but a
recent study shows that bacon
can cause bowel cancer.
Much to my gustatory dismay, bacon, the greatest snack/
condiment known to the human race, now has a spot on the
list of foods that might kill you,
along with sugarless gum, diet
soda and razorblade chicken
nuggets.
I’m curious to see how the
folks at Big Bacon play this off.
This very well could turn into a
massive public relations nightmare in which all bacon must
be packaged with a surgeon
general’s warning.
I can see it now – a sly rip-off
of Porky Pig with a Hitler mustache and X’s for eyes, with a
caption that reads, “Warning:
Bacon may cause bowel cancer. It is not a safe alternative
to bouillon cubes.” Now that I

think about it, it may only be a
matter of time before scientists
link smoked bacon to emphysema.
I suppose I should’ve suspected bacon was too good to
be true. By now we should be
aware that whatever appears to
be decent usually isn’t.
A prime example is Disney’s
“High School Musical,” or more
specifically actress Vanessa
Hudgens, who proved the only
prerequisite necessary to taint
the most trusted family institution on the planet is to be 18
years old and naked. (Seriously,
who’s in charge of casting over
there – Larry Flynt?)
Perhaps this is all God’s way
of taking bacon down a couple
of notches. I did some research
and found you can now buy
bacon flavored toothpicks, bacon ice cream, bacon beer and,
oddly enough, bacon-flavored
chocolate.
Let’s not forget Wendy’s new
cloven-hoofed artery clogger,
the Baconator – its actual slogan being, “Go on, obsess a
little.” Sounds a bit like idolatry
to me.
Then again, it is no secret that
America loves food. Our coun-

try’s children are beginning to
look more and more like bean
bags, and our national body
mass index is slated to enter
triple digits by next McRib season. We have to grab this food
crisis by the love handles and
take control!
So what can we do? I vote we
get Paleolithic with provisions.
The cavemen didn’t need any
special dressing on their brontosaurus chops, and neither do
we. Let us eat for the sake of
sustenance and the stimulation
of conversation.
Also, instead of having a tall
glass of gravy with your meal,
try whole milk with Sweet ’N
Low. Maybe with time you can
work your way down to water.
I know it is hard to take food
advice from someone whose rib
cage shows through hoodies,
but now that ham is homicidal
and death by dining is plausible, we must cook up some
palatable ways to trim the trans
fats. So hop off those Segways
and put down that powderedsugar fried chicken. Richard
Simmons believes in you.
Now, I leave you in true Porky
Pig fashion: Th-th-th-that’s all
folks!

decking the halls.
It’s good. It’s happy. It’s yuletide cheer.
But Christmas doesn’t belong
before Thanksgiving. In November, we want to concentrate
on all that turkey, stuffing and
all sorts of other absolutely delicious food, stacked up so high
that standing on a chair is the
only way to eat it.
We want to give thanks without being constantly reminded
that the “real” holiday is right
around the corner. We want our
football without commercials of
snow and fat men in red suits.
Each of the last three months
of the year has its own holiday,
and they build on each other to
end the year with a bang.
October is for Halloween,
November is for Thanksgiving,
and December is for
Christmas –
right before
we party all
night long to
welcome the
new year. It’s
really quite
the
logical
system.
Why, then,
does
comm e r c i a l
America
force Christmas on us in
November?
It is certainly
an excellent
holiday, but
the department stores,
radio
stations and TV

commercials are a bit over-eager.
Those blow-up Santas in the
department store that somehow appear right after Halloween are screaming at me to get
in the Christmas spirit. That
commercial in the middle of
“Heroes” has done its best to
convince me that if I don’t buy
the perfect (extraordinarily expensive) gift for everyone, I am
somehow less than human.
The airwaves have been flooded with musically manufactured holiday cheer, but all I’ve
wanted is to hear some good old
rock ’n’ roll.
Call me a Scrooge, call me a
Grinch, or call me something
else. I don’t want my Christmas
until I am done digesting my
Thanksgiving.

Christmas in November?

By Sam Edgin
Columnist
Somebody needs to grab the
reins of Christmas and tug hard.
This runaway horse of a holiday
has got to slow down. It needs to
be put back on its heels, bucking and screaming and shaking
its shiny tinsel mane.
The always-earlier-than-theyear-before awakening and
uncontrolled rushing of the
Christmas season is getting ridiculous. I would like to choose
when to start my own merrymaking, thank you very much.
Now that Thanksgiving is
over, we certainly have plenty
of reasons to get started on all
that Christmasy chaos. Our turkey yearnings have been satisfied, and we’ve had our fill of
middle-of-the-week football.
Black Friday came and went,
and sales upon sales have withstood the vigor and ferociousness that only cheap American
suburbanites can muster at such
ungodly hours of the morning.
Some trees are decorated, and
that house on the corner has
once again tried to put up as
many lights as Times Square.
Christmas is here, and we
can accept that because it is
the Christmas season. After
Thanksgiving and before New
Year’s Day is the time marked
out on our cultural and mental
calendars for full devotion to

“Remember the Lord your
God, for it is he who gives you
the ability to produce wealth.”
(Deuteronomy 8:18a)
That is the rallying cry of
Christians who adhere to what
is commonly known as “prosperity gospel,” the belief that
Christians should expect to
receive God’s blessings – particularly financial blessings
– in this life.
In recent years, evangelical Christians have flocked
to churches that preach this
doctrine. Christian personalities such as Joel Osteen, Joyce
Meyer, Benny Hinn and T.D.
Jakes have made millions of
dollars from books, national
speaking tours and television
shows that promote this view
of Scripture.
The prosperity movement
has become so successful that
the United States Congress is
starting to take notice, but not
for the reasons these Christians would have hoped. Sen.
Charles Grassley (R-Iowa),
ranking member of the Senate
Committee on Finance, has
begun an investigation of certain nonprofit organizations
that adhere to the prosperity
doctrine.
The investigation revolves
around the organizations’ taxexempt status, which Grassley
believes they have compromised by bringing in enormous profits.
Members of the media have
particularly singled out televangelist Joyce Meyer over
this issue. With an annual personal income of approximately
$124 million, Meyer is famous
for purchasing a $23,000
commode and jetting around
on her own private plane.
In a September 2006 cover
story on the subject, “Time”
magazine spoke to Joel
Osteen, pastor of the nation’s
largest congregation (Lakewood Church) and author of
the best-selling book “Your
Best Life Now.”
A strong believer in God’s
promise of the good life,
Osteen is hardly a poor man.
The interviewer, David Van

Biema, couldn’t help but observe that “the room’s warm
lamplight reflects softly off his
crocodile shoes.”
But while Christians may
debate whether Scripture condones such excesses, Grassley’s chief concern is whether
these “nonprofits” are really
nonprofit.
The majority of those under
public scrutiny have chosen to
fight back. Meyer refused to
pay any taxes on her $20 million headquarters until forced
to do so by a Missouri court.
Why does any of this matter? It matters because Christians, regardless of their beliefs about material blessings,
are not being good citizens of
heaven or earth when they refuse to pay taxes.
After all, as Jesus famously
stated, “Give to Caesar what
is Caesar’s and to God what is
God’s.” (Matthew 22:21b)
These organizations and
their leaders set a poor example when they choose to go directly against this command.
Why give unbelievers more
reasons to believe the church
is hypocritical?
Christians should also question whether prosperity theology is really part of the gospel.
Rather than promising a comfortable life, Jesus told his disciples, “In this world you will
have trouble.” (John 16:33a)
In fact, Christians are promised suffering in this life, not
wealth. Any material blessings
we receive in this life are just
that: blessings. They are not
something we should expect,
and they cannot last forever.
Instead, we should store
up treasures in heaven, “for
where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)
Each of The Echo’s columns
this week deals with materialism and how we as Christians
should act in this consumer
society.
We hope that in reading
them, you may find some tidbit
that proves useful in your own
quest for treasure – wherever
you may store it.
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Volleyball team upset at regional tournament
Winning season ends early for Lady Trojans
By Stephen Groves
Associate Sports
Editor

enough to win.”
Taylor started sluggishly,
falling behind 10-2 to start the
The Lady Trojans took an first game. The team refocused
early bus ride back to Upland af- and narrowed the score to 12ter succumbing to Indiana Tech 9., but Indiana Tech responded
in the quarterfinals of the NAIA and won the first game 30-23.
Region VIII Tournament.
In the second
Despite beating Indiana Tech
game, Taylor rein three previous matches this
turned with a
season, the volleyball team lost
vengeance and
the match 3-1 on the Fridominated the
day before Thanksgiving
game to win 30-17.
break.
Posting 13 kills
“I am disappointed
each, York and
we didn't go further
freshman
Jackie
than we did – we
Geile sparked Taylor's
did our best to
attack. Senior captain
prepare for IndiMaggie Henss contribana Tech, and
uted with 37 assists in the
that night it
match.
just wasn't
On defense, York had
there
for
six blocks, while juus,” senior
nior Lindsey Bayle
captain Emilie York
recorded 28 digs
said. “We played
to bring her tohard and fought
tal to 824 digs
to the very last
on the season,
point, but they
breaking
the
were able to
Taylor
singleplay conseason record.
sistently
Game three reEmilie York
sulted in a close
Senior
battle led by
Taylor’s
Photo by Timmy Huynh
defense.

cc
NFL Preview
By Jake Bragg
Contributor
Jaguars (8-3) @
Colts (9-2)
This game has three key
differences compared to
these teams’ first match-up.
First of all, David Gerrard
is healthy and still playing
superbly. Secondly, Marvin
Harrison won’t be playing
at 100 percent, if he plays at
all. Thirdly, and most importantly, Dwight Freeney is out
for the season.
That’s a lot for the Colts to
overcome, but they’ve shown
resilience this year, and Anthony Gonzalez had a coming
out party last week with six
receptions and 105 yards.
Colts 24, Jaguars 20.
Lions (6-5) @
Vikings (5-6)
After the team scored
three defensive touchdowns
last week, many people forgot that Minnesota’s Tavaris
Jackson had a solid game at
quarterback. Add into the
mix rookie phenom Adrian
Peterson’s return, and it
looks like the Vikings will
climb back to .500.
Vikings 31, Lions 24

Browns (7-4) @
Cardinals (5-6)
These are two of my favorite sleeper teams, and they’re
going head to head.
I don’t know if the Cardinals will be able to overcome
the way they lost to the lowly
49ers last week, after missing a field goal to send the
game to overtime and then
losing on a fumble in their
own end zone. For Cleveland
fans: Now is the time to get
excited about this Browns
team if you haven’t already;
they’re the real deal.
Browns 42, Cardinals 31.
Giants (7-4) @
Bears (5-6)
Virtually all of Chicago’s
games are must-win from
here on out, but this one,
against another team fighting for a wild card bid, is
paramount. Despite the Giants’ current 7-4 record, everyone is waiting for another
second-half collapse like last
year.
I’m expecting Eli Manning
to play better and knock the
Bears out of playoff contention for good.
Giants 22, Bears 17.

Two cross-country runners
compete at national meet
By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor
While most Taylor students
were busy making plans for
Thanksgiving break two weekends ago, sophomores Michael
Pabody and Tom Robertson
had other things on their minds:
They were preparing to compete in the men’s cross-country
national championships.
Pabody, who also qualified
for the championship meet last
year, finished in 72nd place out
of 258 runners. He ran one second shy of his best time this season on what he called a “hilly”
track, completing the eight kilometer race in 26 minutes, two
seconds.
“I felt pretty good about my
time,” Pabody said. “I have
no regrets, nothing where I’m
thinking, ‘I should’ve done this’
or, ‘I should have done that.’”
Meanwhile, Robertson also
said his first time at the national championships was a good
experience as well. He finished
in 174th place with a 26:52 time

Sports

after battling the flu.
“I was a little disappointed
with my time, but … I was just
happy to be running there,”
Robertson said. “It was good to
get the experience for the first
time.”
The meet, hosted at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside,
took place on a frigid Saturday
morning in Kenosha, Wis. The
men traveled on Thursday and
spent Friday preparing for the
race and relaxing.
Coach Ted Bowers, along with
his wife Dana, accompanied the
two runners on the trip and said
he was very satisfied with each
of their races.
“We were very pleased with
Michael’s performance – it was
probably his best race of the
year,” Bowers said. “Tom was
sick with the flu earlier in the
week, which takes a toll on the
body, but he still beat several
runners that he hadn’t beaten
this season.”
The men are now looking forward to track season, which begins early next semester.

The game was tied 20-20,
but Indiana Tech surged ahead
to win 30-23.
With the season on the line,
the Lady Trojans “gave it all
they had,” Henss said. The lead
switched several times late in
game four, and the two teams
battled to beyond 30 points. But
with the game tied 31-31, Indiana Tech scored two straight
points to win the match.
Although the loss disappointed the team, the players still
acknowledged the season was
a success. They finished with a
32-11 record, were Mid-Central
Conference regular season cochampions, had four players
named to all-MCC first and second teams and saw Coach Brittany Smith receive MCC Coach
of the Year.
“We had a tremendous season. Things might not have
gone as we hoped for in the end
but we did accomplish goals
and we really grew as a team,”
York said. “We are proud of the
impact we were able to make
just doing what we love to do.”
The match concluded the careers of seniors Maggie Henss,
Doris Mvano and Emilie York.
The trio completed four years

marked by a 118-53 four-year
record and two MCC championships.
“We came a long way, and
overall we were able to accomplish our main goal of leaving a
legacy,” York said.
Throughout the season, the
players worked hard to promote an atmosphere of unity
that helped them face adversity,
Henss said.
“When we ran into difficulty
we pulled together as a team
and decided we would do it as a
team,” Henss said.
Junior Lindsey Bayle, who
transferred to Taylor after
playing volleyball at Grand
Valley State University, said
her first year as a Lady Trojan
was a positive one.
“I think we had a lot of
team chemistry,” Bayle
said. “It’s the most fun
I had in my college
career.”
The players said
the regular season game against
Indiana Wesleyan University
was a high point in the season.
“Beating IWU in three games
at home was the best memory,”
Henss said. “That game had so
much emotion, and our fans
were awesome.”

Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)

Basketball

(Men 6-2)
North Central College
Tip Off Classic
L, 66-57 Lindenwood
W, 96-51 World Harvest
W, 81-56 Kuyper College
Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Sat. vs. Bethel*
7 p.m. Tue. at Grace*
(Women 5-2)
L, 79-63 Brescia
W, 86-66, Carlow College
W, 65-64 Cedarville
W, 75-55 Trinity International
Upcoming games:
Georgetown Tournament
6 p.m. Fri. at Georgetown
tournament
2 p.m. Sat. at Georgetown
tournament
7 p.m. Wed. at Bethel*^
Maggie Henss
Senior
Photo by Timmy Huynh

Smith echoed
Henss’
appreciation for the fans, attributing
part of the team’s success to the
fan support during the season.
“We want our fans to know
that they make a difference,”
Smith said. “I wouldn’t trade
our fans for anyone else’s.”

Three in a row for women's basketball

Cross Country

(Men)
NAIA Championships
Michael Pabody 72nd of 258
Tom Robertson 174th of 258
Season concluded

Volleyball

(32-11, 7-1)
NAIA Region VIII
Tournament
L, 3-1 Indiana Tech
Season concluded
* denotes MCC match
^ denotes WTUR webcast

Junior Paige Rudolph records double-double, named MCC Player of the Week
The Lady Trojans’ most recent
victories came
against Trinity
International on
Saturday
(7455) and against
Cedarville
last
Tuesday (65-64).
The
narrow
win against Cedarville was especially meaningful
for the Lady Trojans, Head Coach
Tena
Krause
said, since Cedarville knocked
the team out
of the national
tournament last
Photo by Jim Garringer year in the quarSenior Katie Madden drives to the basket
terfinals game.
against Trinity International. She scored
Junior
Paige
12 points in the game.
Rudolph led the
By Emily Moore
Lady Trojans against Trinity
Contributor
International on Saturday with
The season is looking prom- a double-double, scoring 24
ising for the Taylor’s women’s points and dishing out 10 asbasketball team, which has sists in the winning effort.
amassed a solid 5-2 record
Not surprisingly, Rudolph
three weeks into the season.
was named the Mid-Central

Conference Player of the Week
this week.
Last Tuesday’s game against
Cedarville saw four Taylor players score in double-digits. Led
by sophomore Alison Heesch’s
17 points – including two free
throws to put Taylor up 6564 with 9.4 seconds left in the
game – the Lady Trojans defeated the Yellow Jackets in a
close home thriller.
Senior Katie Madden added
15 points against Cedarville,
while Rudolph and sophomore
Bethany Ballard each scored 11.
Although Taylor has turned
in several impressive offensive performances this season,
Krause said defense is a strong
point for this team.
The team has already suffered several significant injuries, but has not let that deter
them from starting the season
off well, Kraus said.
“The team has really had to
pull together through these injuries,” she said. “These injuries
are forcing (players) … to step
up and help the team.”
The team, which has ad-

opted as its theme the phrase
“one spirit and one purpose”
from Philippians 2:1-2, will face
NAIA Div. I Georgetown at the
Georgetown Tournament in
Kentucky this weekend.
Krause said she anticipates a
tough battle.
“We will have to be extremely
defensively-minded going into
this game,” she said. “They have
some great guard players that
we will need to defend well.”

Men's basketball,
2008 Ford Fusion,
and giveaways!
Come support the Taylor men’s hoops team in
its conference opener
against Bethel at 3 p.m.
Saturday.
Don’t miss your chance
to win a two-year lease
for a 2008 Ford Fusion!
Festivities include free
pizza and more than 100
free t-shirts thrown to
the crowd.

Head-to-head with Daniel Cox
Full name: Daniel David Cox
Age: 21
Class: Junior		
Sport: Basketball
Major: Sport management
Height: 6’ 1”
Birthday: July 23, 1986
Birthplace: New Castle, Ind.
Residence: Bergwall
Presidential campaign slogan: “Cox Rocks”
Favorite TV Show: “The Office”
Favorite video game: NFL Blitz for Nintendo 64
Greatest sport accomplishment: Competing in the Elite Eight of
the Indiana high school basketball tournament during my senior year.
Advice: Never settle for anything but your best.
Pet peeve: When my roommates don’t shut our room door
Interesting personal fact: I just recently learned the Soulja Boy
dance on YouTube.
Guess what? My high school has the world’s largest high school gymnasium. It seats nearly 10,000 people.
Favorite quote: “If you want to hear God laugh, tell him your plans.”
Embarrassing moment: During a basketball game, I dove for a
loose ball, and my shorts slid to my ankles.
I'd rather... watch the movie than read the book.
Music in your car CD player: “Let It Go” by Tim McGraw
Favorite childhood toys: Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles or Stretch
Armstrong
Lasting childhood memory: Wetting my pants in first grade during
art class.
Favorite Bible verse: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy;
it does not boast; it is not proud. It is not rude; it is not self-seeking; it is
not easily angered; it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight
in evil, but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
- I Corinthians 13:4-7
The Taylor student body should know ... I love eating popcorn;
don’t be surprised to see me sitting in the Bergwall lobby by the microwave waiting for a delicious bag of popcorn.

“I just recently learned the Soulja
Boy dance on YouTube."
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