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News Co-Editor

Turning Point USA, a conservative activism club (non-profit,) opened an unofficial chapter
on campus this spring, meeting
mixed responses.
“Turning Point USA (TPUSA) is
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
founded in 2012 by Charlie Kirk (
aconservative activist),” says the
TPUSA website. “The organization’s mission is to identify, educate, train, and organize students
to promote the principles of freedom, free markets, and limited
government. Turning Point USA
believes that every young person
can be enlightened to true free
market values.”
The organization has over 1,000
chapters on college and high
school campuses. Its founder,
Charlie Kirk, is active in its functioning. Kirk serves as the chairman of the Students for Trump
club. He was ranked as the seventh most influential Republican
under the age of 30 by Forbes.
On the website, several resources are on display including
a list of contributors, a live video feed and a “Professor Watchlist.” The mission of the Professor
Watchlist is to “expose and document college professors who
discriminate against conservative students and advance leftist
propaganda in the classroom,”

the watchlist description says.
To be an official campus chapter through the organization, students must complete a process set
out by the national headquarters
which includes signing a charter
agreement and code of conduct.
Students registered Taylor
University as an official chapter
through the organization, prior to their first meeting. Since
then, the official status of the
club has changed. The reason for
this shift is not clear; the club is
now operating in an unofficial
capacity.
The club is still in action though,
both online and in person.
Three students founded the
club presence at Taylor: sophomores Kade Werner and Peter
Crowe and freshman Jordan Taylor, who all live in Wengatz.
“We started Turning Point
here at Taylor University with
the goals of fulfilling the club’s
mission while also giving students space and the opportunity to come and speak their mind
and hear their fellow students’
opinions on important topics going on today in our great nation,”
Werner said.
To do this, the trio started an
Instagram page to advertise the
new chapter. The page garnered
quite the following from students
on campus.
But after some discriminatory
comments were made on a post,
the account was reported and later deleted by Instagram.
Several controversial comments

Claire Nieshalla
Staff Writer
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Students participate in first open hours on campus.
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Mitch De Jong said.
While the Instagram account
was under revision and unable to
use, group leaders communicated
on a platform called Squad Pod,
which cannot be deactivated.
Soon after the original Instagram account was deleted, the
student founders created another account.
In their first post on the new account, they addressed the event.
“Unfortunately, the previous Instagram page for Turning Point
USA at Taylor has been deactivated due to reports that the page violated the terms of use,” the post
said. “We recognize that our previous page did not engage in any
violations and that the actions
taken by certain individuals to report our page is another example
of cancel culture.”
The club has used Instagram to
communicate meeting times and
places as well.

Through direct message, they
invited one student, freshman
Talique Taylor. They told him
TPUSA would meet unofficially and not affiliated with Taylor
University in Euler room 108. The
meeting actually occurred in Euler room 109.
As of Feb. 22, the club has met
once and plans to meet more.
De Jong said topics such as
identity politics and fiscal responsibility were discussed.
“Apart from the lack of wearing
masks, which made me nervous,
the group has a lot of potential to
start good conversations on campus,” Taylor said. “I wish they had
started their own organization
rather than affiliating with the
national Turning Point chapter, I
think they could be more effective
on their own.”
TPUSA at Taylor plans to meet
weekly moving forward.
echo@taylor.edu

While open hours may be
back, they look a bit different from previous years. Skip
Trudeau, vice president of student development, said that
add itiona l protocols have
been created in the spirit of
COVID-19. These involve the following: wear masks, practice
social distancing and avoid
food and drink.
The changes affect some
students more than others,
especially when it comes to
single-gender halls. Jessie Woodring, Grace Olson hall director, is excited for the students
to experience each others’
company again in the comfort
of their own dorms.
“Obv iou sly, w it h COV I D
there’s a need to limit some
interactions a nd that has
felt helpf u l and ef fective,”

Woodring said. “One of the
values at Taylor is also interaction between people of all
types and so to have single
gender halls interact with one
another and men and women
to interact in their spaces has
been a joy.”
Junior Jeremy Garey is a Personnel Assistant (PA) on Third
East Wengatz. He spoke about
how open hours have offered
another space for his wing to
gather with their sister f loor.
They would be together either
way on a normal Saturday
night, so the ability to be in a
dorm allows for continued cultivation of relationships.
“I think generally, it’s been
really good,” Garey said. “I
mean, I’m personally thankful for it.”
echo@taylor.edu

For freshmen, open hours is
a new experience, but for the
rest of campus, the first night
of open hours of the year on
Saturday, Feb. 6 was a familiar experience.
Indiana continues to get
back on track, and with Grant
County in the yellow risk level,
Taylor University has followed
suit in its efforts to reintroduce campus activities that
were lost in the pandemic.
One activity removed from
student life when COVID started was open hours, and just recently, administration decided
to bring it back on Feb. 6.

Taylor students attend virtual SCORR

Students attend
Biola conference
Mer Fenton

@Echo_TaylorU

made on the post were about
correct pronoun use, freedom of
speech and the importance of
masks.
“Wow, people can’t just stand
conservatives who love their
country,” one user replied o a comment made by freshman Carolyn
Nevins regarding the nationalistic
tendencies of the club. “But it is a
good thing I don’t care about your
opinion… we live in a country with
freedom of speech.”
Nevins found the remarks
troubling.
“I worry that resorting to personal attacks when people feel
threatened will push people further away rather than invite discussion and open-mindedness,”
Nevins said.
Some students have other
thoughts on the topic.
“If there were bad comments
made, you should never take
down the entire page,” junior

The return of
open hours

Monday

Facebook.com/
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Staff Writer

How much are we willing to
risk for the sake of justice?
This is the question that
led Peter Yeung, hall director of Breuninger/Gerig, to
facilitate Taylor students’ attendance of Biola University’s
Student Conference of Racial

Reconciliation (SCORR) for the
last two years.
This year the conference
was a three-day event hosted
by Biola University, with the
goal of creating an immersive
experience to learn about race
and culture through a Christian lense. It is traditionally
open to anyone to attend, and
seeks to offer perspectives on
racial reconciliation through
keynote speakers, breakouts,
worship, meals and creative

expressions of art and writing.
“Preceding us is a multitude of people from all walks
of life, laboring in the ministry
of racial justice and reconciliation, leaving us a legacy to
follow,” said Biola’s overview of
the conference. “As a result, we
look to the future with hope,
trusting that a new generation will emerge to engage the
world and the church, continuing to build bridges across social divides that result in the

expanding of God’s kingdom
on earth.”
In 2020, Yeung led a group
of Taylor students to California to attend. After a successful trip, the Rev. Greg Dyson,
vice president of intercultural leadership and church relations, asked Yeung to organize
a virtual viewing experience at
Taylor since SCORR’s 25th anniversary conference, on Feb. 1720th, which was held on Zoom
this year due to COVID-19.

While all of the main keynotes and most breakouts were
over Zoom, Taylor students
hosted live events on campus.
These events included breakout talks and contribution
to the Slam Poetry and Slam
Story readings. While some
elements such as the cultural
meals were not able to be experienced, Yueng sees a special
value to the virtual hosting.
SCORR continues on Page 2
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“The country is in a bad shape in that the military
is using every power they have to stop
and silence the people.”
Burmese students reflect on Myanmar coup
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SCORR continued from Page 1

“Anything on Zoom has its
challenges,” Yeung said. “But
the opportunity to do some
sessions and education here
feels like a really great opportunity, in hopes that we would
potentially bring students (to
California) next year.”
Junior Sam Ranger agrees
that while the turnout was
not large by Taylor standards,
it encouraged him that there
were more students that attended than could have gone
to California.
The breakout sessions covered a large range of topics.
These topics included, “Friends,
Family and Matters of Justice:
Engaging in Difficult Diversity
Conversations with Loved Ones”
to “Majority World Theologies:
Theologizing from Africa, Asia,
Latin America, and the Ends of
the Earth,” to very specific ones
such as “The Emerging Hispanic Demographic: Challenges and
Opportunities for Christian
Higher Education.”
“I went to a couple that focused on how Christianity and
religion talk about diversity in
a way that I hadn’t before,” said
Ranger. “So it was really interesting to learn about the nuances of Christianity and how
that’s involved with expanding
The Kingdom. It showed all the
color represented in Christianity, which was fantastic.”
Additionally, the sessions

were broken down into three
categories: emerging, for those
new to the race conversation,
expanding, for those with a basic understanding wanting to
learn more and engaging, for
those wanting to take action.
These steps of action, for
Yeung, are one of the more important elements for Taylor’s
community to experience. A
summarized Dr. Martin Luther King quote captured the
spirit well for him.
“The greatest problem with
racism isn’t whites who are antagonistic like the KKK,” Yeung
said. “It’s the white modernists
who say they love people of color, but then on the other side
they just don’t do anything and
I think that’s maybe the challenge that we have here now.”
Although SCORR may be over
for the year, Yeung encourages
students to never stop learning
and taking action in order to
overcome that challenge.
Ranger hopes that this experience could be a launchpoint
for further ideas, discussions
and events, and is grateful for
the doors SCORR being hosted
at Taylor may have opened.
“Especially in the Midwest
in a red state, it’s uncommon
for you to see something like
(SCORR) at a Christian University,” he said. “So I think it’s a
good bound forward for Taylor
as a whole.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Student advertises SCORR conference.

Burmese students reflect on the Myanmar coup

Government
siezes control

Emma Stotz
L&T Co-Editor

The world news of ten
seems d ist a nt , but for juniors Nay Mi Chele-R hengboi and Paw K hei of Taylor
Universit y, the world news
includes a threat to the place
they call home.
For these students, the reality of the coup in Myanmar
is a constantly consuming
thoug ht , a s the h istor y of
their countr y is being dangerously altered.
“My heart just feels restless,” Khei said, “I don’t know
what it look s l i ke to help
them from another country.”
As the political strides tow a rd democ ra c y se em t o
be completely el im inated ,
Myanmar, formerly k now n
as Burma, is in political chaos. The military is arresting
everyone in their paths, shutting dow n the internet and
releasing v iolent prisoners
on protesters.
The National League of Democracy (NLD) was the hope
of Myanmar as they f inally
allowed the people to have
a voice.
“R ig ht now t he m i l it a r y
robbed us of ou r f reedom

when we were almost there.
We saw the light at the end
of the tunnel and the military
blocked that light,” Khei said.
K hei emphasized the importance of the NLD, Democracy is not an ex pectation
for those in Myanmar in the
same way it is in the United
States. However, the moves
made by the NLD prov ided
hope that democracy could
be secured by the Burmese
too, Khei said.
Over the past several dec a des , t he N L D ha s ma de
many political movements,
resulting in the implementation of a democratic system in 2011. Aung San Suu
Kyi, the face of democracy in
Myanmar, received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 while
under house arrest for her
promotion of democratic values. Now, she is once again
detained.
Rhengboi f irst discovered
news of the coup and the arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi via
Instagram. Immediately, she
felt a call to respond.
“I knew that I needed to do
something, but I was caught
up in the moment where I felt
like I couldn’t do anything,”
Rhengboi said.
Filled w ith a sense of responsibility, Rhengboi called
her fellow cabinet members

on the Asian Society for Intercultural Awareness (ASIA)
to action alongside her utilizing social media.
“ The countr y is in a bad
shape in that the military is
using every power they have
to stop and silence the people,” Rhengboi said.
Though her people may be
silenced, she is choosing to
use her voice.
A long w ith a few others,
Rhengboi posted a photo of
herself with a poster that said
“Free Myanmar,” look ing to
cultivate awareness.
Rhengboi said students can
make an impact through social media. The best way to
join her and her fellow Burmese st udent s a nd her is
through mak ing the issues
k now n, as well as listening
and understanding.
K hei and Rhengboi believe
the best way to persona l ly
reach out to Bu r mese st udents is th roug h l isten ing
to them spea k about thei r
countr y. In prov iding a listening ear, pay attention to
the ways that coup is persona l ly impacting these
students and their families,
they said.
K he i s a id k now i n g t he
fa cts of t he sit uat ion ha d
v a lue a nd i n f luenc e , but
what mea nt the most wa s

Photograph provided by Nay Mi Chele Rhengboi

Rhengboi calls her fellow students to action through her social media platform.

empathetic awareness.
As the struggles in Myanmar continue, Rhengboi inv ited st udents to: “Not ice
it . Share it . Post about it .”
There are many things going
on in the world, but noticing

the stories of the students
around you makes a difference, Rhengboi said.
Despite the world feeli n g bi g , i nt ent iona l u nderstand ing simplif ies
complexity. For any student

who feels the weight of their
countr y, be a listening ear.
Seek to empathize. Use your
pl at for m t o m a k e ot her s
awa re. Be there and show
you care.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor hosts 2021 Envision Film Festival online
Taylor hosts
notable speakers
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor in chief
On March 11 and 12, Taylor
University’s film department
plans to take its annual Envision Film Festival online.
“ T h i s y e a r ’s fe s t i v a l i s
unique in that it’s all virtual
due to COVID, but we think it
will be a great learning experience and a showcase of Taylor f ilmmaking,” said Kathy
Bruner, associate professor
of communication.
The Envision Film Festival
acts as an opportunity for prospective students to see the
film department and for current students to learn from

workshops and industry professionals. This year, the festival
will highlight Destin Cretten,
Seamus McGarvey, Margaret
(Peggy) Kim and RJ Moeller.
The film festival will open
by welcom i ng prospective
students and close w ith an
awards ceremony that honors the talent and diligence
of Taylor film students.
“My favorite part of Envision is getting to see all the
f i lms that st udents in the
department have worked so
hard on over the past year,”
said sophomore Sophie Olson. “Film majors labor over
their work and put so much
effort into ever y thing and I
love that this is one of the few
times a year where we get to
show off all that we’ve done.”

Awards and the film screening will take place on Friday,
March 12 at 7 p.m.
Envision also typically has
the priority of learning from
industr y professiona ls. A lthoug h g uest spea kers are
normally present for demonstrations and questions, the
f ilm department is eager to
adapt to the online format.
“COV I D -19 i s pre vent i n g
us from bringing our entertainment industry guests to
campus, but we’re thri l led
to welcome such esteemed
a r t i s t s a nd profe s sion a l s
via Zoom,” John Bruner, associate professor of med ia
com mu n icat ion , sa id i n a
press release.
K i m , t he fest iva l ’s f i rst
guest speaker, is an executive

producer known for her work
in television, where she has
been Emmy-nominated and
received a Peabody Award.
Senior Abby McCormic, one
of the organizers of Envision
Film Festival, said she’s looking forward to learning from
a woman in the industry, especially a woman of K im’s
caliber.
Because of Kim’s extensive
background in cable, she will
be presenting about the current env ironment of broadcast, cable and streaming.
McGarvey, a cinematographer from Northern Ireland,
will be speaking about his career making films and bringing a script to life. McGavery
has worked in the superhero franchise, filming for the

Avengers, in addition to his
work on “The Greatest Showman,” “Anna Karenina” and
“Atonement.”
Cretten is a f ilm director,
screenw r iter a nd producer best k now n for d i recting “Just Mercy,” “The Glass
Castle” and “Short Term 12.”
He has recently completed
“Shang-Chi,” one of the newest ed itions to Ma r vel. He
will be discussing his experience with low-budget films
early on in his career and his
experiences since then.
La st ly, Moel ler, a Taylor
alumnus (‘05,) will be speaking about the process of taki n g a stor y f rom st a r t to
f inish. Using his journalistic storytelling background,
Moeller was awarded the no.

1 political documentar y in
2019 for “No Sa fe Spaces.”
He is currently based in L.A.
and is working as a development executive.
Registration for the Envision Film Festival is available
through the corresponding
QR code. There is no fee to
attend the festival.
echo@taylor.edu
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Muselman reflects on Pence campaign

Student interns for
former vice president
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor in Chief

On his first day at his internship, junior David Muselman
already felt like he was scrambling to keep up.
When his boss welcomed him
to the team, he thanked Muselman for doing the online training beforehand. Panic set in. He
hadn’t been told about any online training, but he couldn’t let
it show.
Instead, Muselman decided to work diligently and take
things in stride. He couldn’t
mess up his first day working
for the vice president of the U.S.
After all, Muselman was
working as part of the advance
team, the group of people who
traveled before the vice president to prepare everything. If
he messed up, the vice president at the time, Mike Pence,
would know.

Photograph provided by David Muselman

Muselman attended the VP
debate in Salt Lake City.

His first task was to retrieve
a black umbrella from a woman who had already boarded Air
Force Two. Through the torrential rain, Muselman sprinted in
his suit to the plane.
“I get to the bottom of the
steps of Air Force Two, and
I’m thinking, ‘Should I go up
and should I walk to the top
of Air Force Two or should I
not?’” Muselman said. “‘I don’t
know if I’m allowed, especially

because I haven’t taken the online training.’”
Luckily, Muselman was radioed with permission to go onto
the plane. Adrenaline pumping,
he ran back through the downpour with the umbrella in hand.
When he got back, his team
teased that he could’ve used
the umbrella once he got it. The
thought hadn’t occurred to him,
but Muselman was already off
to his next task.
His boss said they needed him to go count the chairs
available in the conference
room, then how many chairs
had wheels and then how many
stalls were available in the nearest bathroom.
“At that point, I go, ‘Oh, they’re
messing with me,’” he said. “So,
I was walking to the bathroom,
and they said, ‘Muselman,
stand by for a message.’ And
then, right after, (Pence) got on
the radio and said, ‘Muselman,
congratulations. You passed
the test.’”
There had never been online
training. There had never been
a need for a special umbrella
or a certain number of chairs.
There was just an advance team
looking to prank the new intern.
Muselman, however, considered it no harm. He knew that
the vice president had to borrow the walkie-talkie to send
that message. Muselman knew
he had earned Pence’s respect.
This was an achievement
that Muselman had never considered. He grew up in Berne, a
small city in Indiana. He went
to Taylor University as a business major.
He never intended to be
working for a politician over
the summer, let alone take a
semester off college to continue the experience.
He had initially connected
with the advance team when
Pence came to speak at Taylor’s
2018 commencement ceremony. Because he had coordinated
an “I Like Mike” T-shirt campaign, Muselman had been invited to meet the vice president.
Even then, he wasn’t necessarily
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Muselman worked on former VP Pence's "advance" team during the 2020 campaign.

trying to network for a position
— he was simply joking around
with the team while waiting for
the opportunity to meet Pence.
Muselman figured he would
reach out to a few of his contacts when he was looking for
a summer internship. When he
did, he ended up landing a position traveling across the U.S.
with the vice president during
an election year.
After his initiation with “online training,” Muselman became part of the regular flow
of Pence’s travel.
He would fly into a location
a week before Pence to make
sure events were scheduled, hotels were booked and whatever
else was needed for the trip was
ready. When the trip was over,
he would return to Berne for a
short while before being flown
out again.
“It was so fast-paced, and
there were so many different pieces together,” Muselman said. “One day, they told
me to drive to the Indianapolis airport, and I had no idea
where I was going. They said,

‘You’re either going to Pennsylvania, Wisconsin or Florida —
we don’t know yet. We’ve got
to decide.’”
As the summer transitioned
into the election season, Muselman transitioned from working
with the airport motorcades to
working as a site person on the
advance team.
Essentially, he was in charge
of preparing a whole site —
from speaker lineups and capacities to chairs and water
bottles. He worked as the site
person for two events in South
Carolina, which promoted Sen.
Lindsey Graham and Gov. Henry McMaster.
At the time, it was a difficult decision to take time off of
school to work on the advance
team. Nevertheless, Muselman
couldn’t shake the feeling that
he would regret not taking the
opportunity to work for the
vice president during an election season.
Throughout the internship,
Muselman experienced parts
of politics he never would’ve
expected to as a 21 year-old. He

was able to attend events like
the vice president’s Christmas
party and the Republican National Convention. He learned
all the different behind-thescenes factors to planning
events like the vice presidential debate.
“Now, I look at the number of
flags on a stage and know that
that probably took 30 minutes
to decide,” Muselman quipped.
However, Muselman said he’s
glad to be back on campus. He
found that the busyness of a
student schedule pales in comparison to the campaign trail,
and he’s looking forward to
just being a college student for
a while.
While it was the experience of
a lifetime, he’s got his whole life
to get back out there.
“The real world’s a lot different than Taylor,” he said.
“It’s special being at a place
where everyone’s at the same
stage of life and learning together… I want to enjoy this
time. I love Taylor and I love all
these people.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Patience Korrie leaves her mark through leadership
Korrie shows leadership
as an Act Six scholar
Sarah Wordhouse
Staff Writer

Somewhere in the upstairs
hall of Sickler Prayer Chapel
are photographs captured by
senior Patience Korrie.
However, the impact left behind by her and other senior
Act Six students runs deeper
than photo paper.
Korrie had her first taste of
leadership through Capstone,
a high school sponsored program which helps empower future generations. This led her
to a Taylor-run program titled
Empower, a summer program
that encourages students to
grow in their ministry skills
and theological pursuits.
Following the rabbit hole
of leadership programs, Korrie was introduced to Act
Six, which is described as a
“leadership and scholarship

Photograph by Jude Tepper

Patience Korrie has dedicated herself to leadership.

program that prepares and
empowers emerging urban
leaders to make a difference
on their campus.” After completing multiple in-depth interviews, writing essays and
undergoing character evaluations, Korrie was awarded
the scholarship.

“Capstone really helped me
develop my relationship with
God, recognizing that I have all
these people that are wanting
to see me grow and encouraging me,” Korrie said. “When I
came to Taylor, I saw that even
more; I was able to ask questions, I was able to voice my
opinion and what I thought.
I didn't see myself as a leader,
but apparently (Taylor) did.
They were willing to (come)
alongside me (while) I figured
out that I could be a leader
and what it means for me to
be a leader.”
From there, her appetite for
leadership grew into fostering
a community of leadership
from dorm life to gospel choir.
Like other Act Six students, she
established and strived after
the goal of cultivating leadership in the Taylor community.
Korrie dedicated herself to
finding the source of leadership and faced the question
of how to put leadership into

action, including becoming a
Discipleship Adviser (DA) on
her floor and engaging in diverse conversations in which
she was able to share her Nigerian culture with others.
The more Korrie paid attention to leadership responsibilities and qualities, the more
she realized leadership is not
found in just CEO positions but
also in the small actions of listening to others and encouraging them.
Like Korrie, other Act Six
scholars dedicate themselves
to demonstrating leadership
every day in all aspects of
campus. Senior LaShae’ Mobley is a part of Black Student
Union and gospel choir, along
with senior Madeja Sims who
owns a logo business. Senior
Daniel Korrie is on TU Dance
Vibes and was a DA in Bergwall,
and junior Tia Walkins is part
of the Intercultural Advisory group. Senior Emmanuel Terrell is the student body

president, working with senior
Danny Magallanes who is the
treasurer.
All over campus, Act Six students leave their mark through
leadership opportunities, but
oftentimes, those marks appear in what some may call
the mundane.
But in truth, these acts
add to the mosaic of art
and talents Act Six scholars each bring to and share
with Taylor.
Korrie says she used to think
leadership came with a title.
But now, she sees it as an opportunity. An opportunity to
serve those on campus in any
way she can.
Somewhere in the halls of
Sickler is a photograph captured by Patience Korrie. One
day, the Rev. Greg Dyson, vice
president for intercultural
leadership and church relations, saw her taking pictures
and asked if he could put some
on the soon-to-be renovated

walls. An honored Korrie said
of course.
These pictures tell anyone
wandering down those halls
that Korrie was there, but in
truth, her impact, like many
Act Six students, is felt in the
small moments — in how she
helped redefine what it means
to be a leader.
“One of the biggest lessons
I've learned is being a leader does not mean being in a
high place,” Korrie said. “It
also means being in your living room having a conversation with someone who might
not feel understood, to be there
and be a good listener. Being a
leader is in the everyday activities that you do, in everything
that you do. (From) Capstone
and Empower, to here at Taylor, I've met so many people; I
feel like each of them have left
a mark on me that makes up
who I am now. They were leaders in my life.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photographs provided by Patience Korrie
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“So, maybe what draws me to marathon
training is the sheer inexplicable applicability
of it.”
Life applications of marathon running

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.” — The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution
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Most people probably see
m e as that typical study
abroad girl — the one who
left for four months only to
return home gushing about
how it chan ged h er life.
Well, I’ ll own it — studying
abroad changed my life.
This story is quite common among those who go
abroad. On top of cool field
trips, unique classes, weekend trips that feel like mini
vacations and good food,
there’s just something about
study abroad that makes
the whole experience rich,
impactful and long-lasting.
Study abroad has a secret,
and it takes more than personal reflection to discover
what it is.
Think about the structure of study abroad. The
whole experience consists
of distinct stages named
pre-departure, in-country
and reentry. This structure
marches students through
preparation and anticipation b eforehand , exhi l aration while abroad and a
mixture of relief and sorrow when it all must come
to an end. However, the day
a student returns home is
not truly the end of their
study abroad experience.
It’s when interaction with

Photograph provided by Emma Hagan

Emma Hagan in Salzburg, Austria during her time studying abroad.

the secret begins.
It’s simple to understand
why many students don’t
know this secret. The excitement that comes with
preparing for life abroad
and th e bli ss that oft en
a c c o m p a n i e s t i m e aw ay
tend to occupy the majority of a study abroad student’s headspace, so much
so that when students come
home, the weeks or months
abroad fall peacefully into
the good memories categor y ; there they lie until
something comes around
to unearth them.
Beneath those memories
— good and bad — lives the
secret. More than cool stories and a resume-booster,
study abroad presents the
opportunity for an intense,
rewarding and commonly difficult restructuring of
how to view the world and
everything in it. While this
process can start abroad,
it’s during the transition
back to life at home that

growth really takes place.
T h e s e c re t h a s a n a m e
— integration.
Int egration can b e understood as the complete
meshing of a few things:
a stu d e n t ’s s e l f - p e r c e p tion before going abroad,
the entirety of time spent
abroad and the life a student lives after returning
home. What makes integration a little-known secret is
the difficulty students often
encounter in assimilating
pre-study abroad life into
post-study abroad life. It’s
hard to know how to think
about what just happened;
it’s hard to see the experience for all that it was. The
proximity of students to
their lives abroad makes it
challenging to separate and
gain enough distance from
th e e xp e r i e n c e t o l e a r n
from it.
Nevertheless, the struggle
is worth it. Take my case,
for example. I loved being
abroad and no part of me

wanted to come home. I remember distinctly thinking
that re-entry would smack
me in the face. I expected to find dif ficulty facing reality and attempting
to squeeze my changed life
into the old one I left behind four months prior, and
I was right. Like everyone
else, I f lew home and momentarily enjoyed Christmas break. Shortly after this
time of happiness in once
again enjoying what I miraculously still liked about
America, I encountered the
secret. And wow did it take
some unearthing.
As I trudged through
memories, shifted perspectives, newfound interests,
adopt ed valu es and conviction of misconceptions,
I began to reconstruct ever y thi n g . I w al ke d aw ay
s e e i n g my s e l f di f f e re n t ly. I understood God differently. I thought about
my countr y and how th e
w orl d vie w s it dif ferently. I reconsidered some life
goals of mine. My experience abroad reframed how
I viewed my education. I no
longer viewed my life from
an e xclu siv ely Am eri can
perspective, as I had been
liberated and released to a
place that provided an external view. The impact of
that mindset shift is nearly indescribable. That was
three years a go, and I ’m
still walking with the secret, sti l l un ear thin g it s
contents and lessons.
ABROAD continues on Page 6

Life applications of marathon running
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Students enjoy time together in their peers’ residence halls.

As we came back for our
spring semester on campus,
there were a handful of changes introduced to students
during the transition back.
Mixed into these changes was
open hours returning to campus — with some modifications to meet COVID guidelines.
Some of these changes to
open house hours included
the following: a masking requirement for everyone on the
floor when they are traveling
within the halls or interacting
with people who are not a part
of their ‘family unit,’ a limit on
the number of people in each
room, encouragement to social
distance with the rooms themselves, and the discouragement
to eat or drink.
In addition to these changes,
the time frame of open hours
( from last spring) shifted from
three days a week down to one
night a week for three hours.
When looking at the Taylor
community right now, there
are a lot of items that are still
far from normal.
From weekly chapel rotations to a lack of napkins on
the Dining Commons tables, it
hardly seems like the best time
to bring back a social activity
like open hours.
With that said, students
across campus spoke up
about wanting open hours to
return, leading to the decision
to have altered open hours for
the spring, according to Skip
Trudeau, vice president of student development.
This push to have open hours
went as far as having an online petition circulate towards
the end of J-Term, affirming
Trudeau, as well as other members of the PeRT team, beliefs
from the students.
“PeRT was discussing open
hours as we anticipated Grant
County’s move from red to
orange,” said Trudeau. “We
did hear of the petition and

were already in discussion
about open hours. A petition affirmed that some students were interested in open
hours.”
Overall, open hours offer a
sense of normalcy to the students of Taylor.
A key part of communal living is having a shared space
and being able to share that
space with friends.
Jesse Brown, dean of students, said this was a key reason to bring back open hours.
“We really felt like students
wanted to share their living space with friends,” said
Brown.
“Open hours is part of their
campus experience.”
With that said, the return of
these privileges were granted
with conditions.
In the same notion, these
conditions seem to be inconsistent. When gauging the
opinions of hall directors, two
hall directors declined to answer, stating that all questions
about open hours should be
directed to those in student
development, specifically
citing Brown and Trudeau as
recommended contacts.
Sophomore Jonathan Kersten, a PA in Samuel Morris Hall, finds the rules
difficult to understand without accountability.
Specifically, he said PAs
were told to not act as “mask
police.” He stated the floor
had a struggle with this, estimating the 30% of people on
the floor were not obedient
to this.
“It is difficult for people to
follow these guidelines when
they are used to living on their
floor/wing the other 165 hours
of the week when they are not
expected to wear a mask,” said
Kersten.
If PAs are not responsible
for this duty, who is?
OUR VIEW continues on Page 6

Running the
marathon of life

Brandon
Dykstra

Guest
Contributor

“I could never run that far.”
Most people — when the
subject of running a marathon comes up — say something along those lines. It’s an
understandable sentiment.
26.2 miles is quite a distance
to cover. Putting it in perspective, downtown Muncie is “only” 22 miles from
Taylor’s campus. And if picturing yourself running that
distance is too abstract, consider the time.
Most marathoners take
over 4 hours to complete the
distance, which is a long time
to do anything nonstop, much
less exercise. So no, I don’t
fault anyone for holding to
this assumption.
But I usually find myself
trying to convince that person that they’re wrong, that
a marathon is within their
grasp. I’m trained as an exercise physiologist with a particular interest in metabolism
and the cardiorespiratory system, so thinking about what
happens when you train for
and run a marathon is a fun
intellectual playground for
me.
But the fascinating, enticing,
frustrating and devastating
thing is that understanding
the experience of a marathon
from the comfort of my desk
falls laughably short of understanding the experience of a
marathon from the perspective of the wasteland that is,
say, mile 24 of an actual marathon. So the fact is, I might be
able to make a good scientific argument for being able to
run a marathon, but the better
question is why should anyone
want to run a marathon?
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Spinach contains 33% of your Recommended Daily Value of folate naturally.
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Challenging as it may be, running a marathon is within the grasp of most people.

Of course, the first answer
to that question is that it’s fun!
Much of the time, the runs are enjoyable, and I feel great after having accomplished my exercise for
the day. And if nothing else, it’s a
way to spend extended amounts
of time outside, away from the
work and the tasks that consume
my other 23 hours of the day.
But beyond that generally
enjoyable experience, I often
point out to people the myriad ways marathon training
relates to life. It takes work.
And managing and completing that work is easier said
than done.
Like most tasks in life, the
marathon is something that
the individual needs to accomplish on their own, but
it’s infinitely easier to accomplish within a community of at least one other runner
who can provide encouragement and accountability. And just like the various
meaningful endeavors in life
(relationships, parenting, careers, perhaps even one’s faith
walk), the goal and overall
experience of the marathon
process are easy to paint in
proud, beautiful and fulfilling strokes, but often the
day-to-day effort is monotonous at best and unspeakably

challenging at worst.
Even as I write this, I chuckle at how inspiring I’m trying
to make this article while
semi-dreading my next freezing cold training run. But I’ve
never heard anyone who’s finished a marathon say, “That
was a waste of time — definitely not worth it.”
So apparently, the result is
worth it; the difficulty is withstanding the present discomfort for that future reward.
The committed marathoner needs to be able to drag
herself out of bed on a Saturday morning in February and
hit the pavement, regardless
of how she might be feeling
that morning.
Perhaps there’s something
about the magnitude of the
endeavor that makes marathons both inviting and unreachable at the same time.
And this paradox isn’t the
only one — marathons are
packed with them.
For example, you have to
meticulously plan your training as well as your race strategy. But on the other hand,
overdependence on a single
plan can backfire, as marathons bring to life Joe Louis’
quip that “everyone has a plan
until they’ve been hit.” Or take

the fact that marathons are
surely a physical challenge,
but anyone who’s run one will
tell you that the psychological
challenge is greater.
However, if you press that
person, separating the physical from the psychological
from the emotional is actually pretty hard to do.
And maybe it’s that last paradox that really encapsulates
why the marathon is a beautiful thing. In my estimation, we
Christians have done a pretty
effective job at drawing lines
around what is “physical,” what
is “emotional,” what is “intellectual,” and what is “spiritual.”
But the reality is, a biblical
understanding of our humanity, indeed, a lived understanding of humanity, renders
those lines utterly incapable
of providing any meaningful distinctions. So, maybe
what draws me to marathon
training is the sheer inexplicable applicability of it. Inexplicable to describe, which
is why I just end up telling
the person that they need
to stop listening to me, lace
up and start the experience
for themselves.
And yes, you absolutely can
run that far..
echo@taylor.edu
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“Get excited for upcoming events in
Spring 2021!”
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Traditions found only at Taylor
What Taylor Tradition
best fits your personality
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-editor

Only at Taylor
One of the many things Taylor
is known for is its rich history
of traditions.
Take this quiz to see what
Taylor Tradition best fits your
personality.
1. What is your Favorite meal?
a. Lunch at Dashi
b. Late night Wendy’s run
c. Dinner at Chick-Fil-A
d.Breakfast at the dining
commons
2. Which Genre of music do you
enjoy most?
a. Indie
b. Rap
c. Holiday music
d. Pop
3. What time do you normally
go to bed?
a. After 12 a.m.
b. After 2 a.m.
c. Before 10 p.m.
d. Never

4. Who would your go to option
be for a pick-a-date?
a. A stranger
b. Someone from your brother or sister wing
c. Your VC (Visual Crush)
d. A friend

Results:
Mostly A’s: Pick-a-dates
You’re fairly outgoing and
thrive in large groups. Small
talk is a strong suit of yours.
You aren’t super picky about
what event you are at as long
as there are people around you.
5. Which vacation would You love meeting new people
you choose?
and building fresh conneca. The beach
tions. As long as someone is
b. Going on hikes in the willing to jump in with you,
mountains
you’ll have a great night!
c. An amusement park
d. Stay at your house on a Mostly B’s: Boxer Run
staycation
You most likely are confident
and don’t really care much
6. When you have a test to study about what others think of
for you will most likely...
you. You can get a little coma. Get a table at the student petitive in almost anything, but
center to “study” but mostly this can be a positive asset for
will end up talking with any- you in a lot of cases. You take
one you see
charge in new situations and
b. Cram the morning of the aren’t scared to make a stateexam
ment in how you act, what you
c. Get a study room in the say and things you wear.
library
d. Study in your dorm room Mostly C’s: Silent Night
You love adventure and you’re
7. What would you do if you had the life of the party! You spend
an hour of free time?
a lot of your time with your
a. Go to Starbucks
friends. You are a planner and
b. Work out
like to have things set out well in
c. Take a nap
advance. You live for the excited. Read your Bible
ment and time with your people.
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Second West Olson dressed up as Pitbull for the 2018 Silent Night Game.

Mostly D’s: All-Campus Communion
You are determined. You love
intentional conversations with
people. You can often be found
with coffee in hand while sitting across the table from
someone new. You came to
Taylor for the community, and
have gotten exactly what you
expected out of your experience thus far.

There are so many wonderful other traditions that come
with four years at Taylor. Even
if they don’t all fit your personality, or if the event isn’t your
favorite activity in the world,
you’ll never regret going and
participating anyway! Be a part
of the history and tradition of
Taylor. Just have fun. How often
can you say you ran through

the snow with minimal clothing on or slept in the KSAC just
to have a spot in line to see a
basketball game where you
dress up like Pitbull with 30
wing mates? College doesn’t
last forever, so embrace the
random things that come along
with Taylor. These are the moments you will remember.
echo@taylor.edu

COVID friendly spring break Spring events still happening

Having fun during
spring break

A look at upcoming
events for Spring 2021

Lilia Snyder

Kay Rideout

Staff Writer

Though spring break this year
is only one day, you can still
find a way to make the most
of it!
Spring break might seem
boring with COVID-19 restrictions, but there are plenty of
fun things that you can do
to create the feeling of being
on vacation.
Warmer weather is approaching, and warm weather prov i d e s a pl ea sant
background for a picnic.
Now, in Indiana, there is no
guarantee that the weather will
be nice, but if it is 70 degrees
and sunny, having a (socially
distanced) picnic with friends
would be a great way to take
advantage of the warm weather and a free day.
To feel like you are not near
Taylor, you can gather a few
friends and stop by a grocery
store nearby to get food. Then,
you can collect blankets and
lawn chairs before finding a
nice area to sit down and enjoy one another’s company.
Personally, it has been a
while since I have had a picnic, but the opportunity to get
outside and enjoy the sunshine
and time with friends sounds
like the perfect way to spend
time off from class.
If you are feeling creative,
you may want to have a photoshoot, whether it is by yourself or with friends.
Photoshoots can happen
in any type of weather, even
though good lighting is ideal
for the perfect photos. But the

Staff Writer
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A picnic is a great way to spend some down time in beautiful weather!

cool thing about art is that you
can do it any way you like.
There is no need to worry if
you do not have a good camera, because now you can take
photos on a polaroid or even
an iPhone!
This might be a fun thing
to do if you want to update
your portfolio or if you want
more pictures for your Instagram feed.
After you take photos, you
can go to Walgreens, CVS or
Walmart to get the photos developed. You can then make a
collage or go to a craft store
and get things to make a mini
scrapbook to have a long-lasting reminder of your one-day
spring break.
In the event that you do
decide to go on a picnic, you
can also bring your camera or
phone and have a little photoshoot there, so you can really make the most of the time
you have.
Now, a picnic is pretty dependent on the weather, but the
good thing about photoshoots
is that they can be done rain or
shine! If those options do not
work out, you can always go to
Ivanhoes for a sweet treat!
Finally, if you are looking for

any more ideas of what to do
for your day off, you can build,
or at least attempt to build a
fort in your dorm and have a
movie marathon.
With even one full day off
of class, you have the perfect
chance to watch movies that
you have been meaning to
watch, or you can always rewatch old favorites.
You can even have a themed
movie night and decorate your
room or floor/wing with Marvel or Disney decor.
Since many theaters are shut
down or hold limited capacity
as a result of the pandemic, the
experience may look a bit different, but recreating a theater
in your dorm offers a new and
fun opportunity to escape the
real world!
I know that one day of spring
break is nowhere near enough
for us, and we would love to
travel and have more days, but
that does not mean that the
one day has to be terrible. In
fact, I would argue that it can
make it even more special!
This spring break can be just
what you need for you to have
time for a refreshing day however you spend it.
echo@taylor.edu

Spring events?
They’re happening.
While COVID-19 cases continue to affect the scheduling and
safety of events on Taylor’s
campus, student-run cabinets
are working hard to ensure a
safe and fun semester for Taylor’s student-body.
Taylor World Outreach
(TWO), Integration of Faith
and Culture (IFC) and the Inter-Class Council (ICC) are
each planning to host several events in the coming spring
semester—–some of which are
considered “Taylor traditions,”
and some of which have never
been done before.
According to co-director junior Grace Meharg,
TWO is currently organizing
three big events for the coming semester.
TWO’s first event, “Women
in Missions,” is taking place on
Feb. 21—–26. Over the course
of this week, TWO will be using their social media platforms to highlight various
ways to support women in
ministry. TWO will be featuring
fair-trade shops and organizations which have been founded
by, or which focus on serving,
Christian women. Chapel on
Feb. 26 will host special guest
speaker Alyssa Dunker.
On March 25, TWO plans
to host their second event: a
“Poverty/Refugee Simulator.”
Cabinet members hope this
“immersive experience” will
help Taylor students better understand the reality of refugees

TheWeekly
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Students perform in 2019’s Airband.

battling issues such as poverty.
“(The Refugee Simulator)
will be a time to reflect on the
refugee experience, our own
privileges and how to respond
out of a posture of humility and
listening,” Meharg said.
The following month, on
April 26, TWO hopes to encourage sustainability by hosting a
campus-wide “Clothing Swap.”
Individuals participating in
the “Swap” will be given the
chance to contribute clothing
and will then be able to browse
through the items donated by
others. According to Meharg,
the COVID adaptations accompanying this event will be announced closer to date.
IFC is also organizing two
main events for the upcoming
spring semester: “The Back
Room on West Reade” and
Taylor’s second annual fashion show—–“Fabrica.”
“’The Back Room on West
Reade’ will be a jazz-club type
event with live music, Antiqology sodas and good photo ops,”
IFC President Maddy Miller
said. “Be on the lookout for
your invitation!”
Following “The Back Room
on West Reade,” which is tentatively scheduled for a weekend

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE
Holly Gaskill

Sam Jones

Junior

Senior
Loves to listen to perfectly
curated Spotify playlists
and takes credit for having
great music taste

Loves to curate perfect
Spotity playlists and actually
has great music taste
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in March, IFC will be hosting
“Fabrica” on May 1. “Fabrica”
will feature students from all
over Taylor’s campus and aims
to celebrate all areas and expressions of fashion.
Finally, on Saturday April 10,
ICC will be hosting a much-beloved lip-syncing and dancing
competition that many consider a favorite “Taylor tradition.”
Airband 2021 will be based
on the theme “Saturday Night
Live,” and will be spear-headed by ICC President Jacob Ferguson.
“We are working out the details for safe practices and auditions, and are working with
the PeRT team to make sure
this is the safest and most fun
Airband ever,” Ferguson said.
Spring events in 2021 may
look different than they
have in past years, but they
are happening.
Upcoming events will be
posted in Taylor’s weekly Student Announcements, as well
as on various social media sites
throughout the semester. Keep
an eye out for any updates that
may be shared in the coming
weeks, and get excited for upcoming events in Spring 2021!
echo@taylor.edu
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 Nannies and
billies
6 Skylit courtyards
11 Toyota Prius, e.g.
14 Tin Pan __
15 Transactions with
interest
16 Pub pour
17 *Data
transmission
science
19 Khaki-colored
20 Pedal pusher
21 Full moon, e.g.
22 Cartoon maker of
iron bird seed
23 Salinger teen
who says, “I
prefer stories
about squalor”
24 *Elementary
school
fundraiser
26 Whistle blower
28 Piece for three
instruments
29 They’re often
pop-ups
32 Major artery
36 Irritate
39 Quick swim
40 Fell behind
42 Golf ball holder
43 Stockpile
45 Dig deeply (into)
46 Pigs out (on),
briefly
47 Blacken in a pan
49 Dictator Amin
51 *Rank for TV’s
Columbo
56 “Shoo!”
60 The “I” in MIT:
Abbr.
61 Ceremonial
conical structure
62 Tra-__: refrain
syllables
63 “__, humbug!”
64 Track meet
infractions ...
or short words
hiding at the
beginning of
the answers to
starred clues
66 Musician Brian
67 Had the flu, say
68 Cove, e.g.
69 Tennis do-over
70 Sanctify
71 Love to pieces

By Catherine Cetta

3/1/21

DOWN
1 Faux pas
2 Mixed bags
3 “Tuesdays With
Morrie” author
Mitch
4 Wobble
5 Leb. neighbor
6 A, as in Athens
7 Invoice word
8 Employee’s
reward
9 Motivate
10 Biblical beast of
burden
11 Not be fooled by
12 San Antonio
mission
13 Continue to
subscribe
18 Decide on
22 Z __ zebra
25 Swapped
27 Patronizes, as a
restaurant
29 Oral health org.
30 Not bright, as a
light
31 Many a NASA
mission
33 “Far out, dude!”
34 White-__:
formal
35 Every one

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

37 Ref. work that
added “YOLO” in
2016
38 Proposer’s
preferred
response
41 Paperless party
announcements
44 “__ up!”: “Quiet!”
48 Sell directly to the
consumer
50 Manhattan or
Staten

3/1/21

51 Defame in print
52 Foolish
53 Woman’s name
backward or
forward
54 Vaulted alcoves
55 Requirements
57 Monte __
58 Raise a hemline
on, say
59 Sample, as food
64 Tide alternative
65 Spanish aunt

ABROAD continued from page 4

In a time when truth
seems arbitrary, when
globalization is, well, taking over the world, when
a pandemic has knocked
us all to our knees, one
of the best things we can
do is get outside. I don’t
mean take a walk around
the block, although fresh
air is always nice.
I mean get outside in
such a way that leads to
a total perspective shift.
It’s scary to see the world
from someone else’s
point of view, but it might
just be the thing we need
to make this world a better place.
Integration is no
walk in the park, and it

shouldn’t be. No surface-level restructuring will lead to
deep impact. The secret demands commitment, engagement and attention.
But the reward is more than
worth it.
If you’re wondering how
you might integrate an experience into the life you’re
living today, start by taking a hard look at what you
observed when you stood
outside.
Think critically about it.
Then think critically about
how you think critically.
You may encounter confusion, deep questioning, discomfort or disappointment.
Intensely challenging perception, translation and

reaction is vital to the process of integration.
Take care to not limit your mind in exploring
what you may learn along
the way. With each passing
day comes a slightly different way to view the world as
your brain ingests more and
more information.
Integration is not a once
and done, check-it-off-thelist type of accomplishment.
Integration invites us to see
the world as others see it so
that we may approach challenges, issues and opportunities in a well-informed,
unselfish manner.
Study abroad tends
to jump start integration
with its precious, detached,

external view of self. But the
reality is that we can encounter the secret anywhere
that requires us to step outside our comfort zone.
This idea of integration
can be applied to a trip outside our hometown or state.
The path to integration includes a complete mindset
renovation — one that takes
past perceptions and new
experiences and sifts them
into life after venturing outside. Integration results in a
renovated thought process
that frames how we currently understand the world
in light of our experience.
Try this out sometime; it
might just change your life.
echo@taylor.edu

being changed to fit special
“circumstances” such as additional hours being offered
on the snow day, on Tuesday, Feb. 16 . These exceptions were made, according
to Trudeau, based on “a specific request from some staff
folks who wanted to take
advantage of the fact that
classes had been canceled
to inclimate weather.”
While special situations

arise, if we are already shifting rules and aren’t being
clear in communicating the
rules, how are we supposed
to learn the actual expectations being set out?
Taylor students are eager for the return of open
hours, but there is definitely
some fear that still remains.
Junior Annika Peterson, a PA in Olson Hall, discussed her fears.

“While I am excited for
the new opportunities for
interaction within the Taylor community, especially
for our freshmen who have
never experienced open
hours before, I have hesitations in terms of how it will
increase the spread of covid
across campus,” Peterson
wrote.
“As a PA, seeing how
covid has spread so rapidly

OUR VIEW continued from page 4

According to Brown,
this falls under the jurisdiction of Residence Life.
“I and others have
heard of students following and students
disregarding the expectations,” said Brown. “Res
Life and myself respond
to those who do not follow the expectations.”
Additionally, we’ve already seen these rules

among groups of people
across campus and how it
has affected our community so negatively this year, I
was initially very hesitant to
hear about open hours being allowed and nervous to
see how closely the students
will follow the guidelines.”
With a low number of
cases on campus thus far in
the semester, we would hate
to see that number increase

because of a lack of clear
rules being enforced across
the board.
As a campus, the return
of open hours offers a sense
of normalcy and is exciting for a majority of students. However, the current
precautions being set into
place need to be more consistently outlined and accurately enforced.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E

“Their chemistry is palpable, and I always root
for them to end up together.”
“Always and Forever” concludes the
popular Netflix Trilogy
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Recknagel uncovers her passion to create
An inside look at senior
artist Sara Recknagel
Amelia Bostick
Co-Features Editor

Not every art student goes
through a math phase, but for senior Sara Recknagel, it was just
what she needed to uncover her
passion for using her perspective
of the world as a means to create.
Recknagel had always been
good at math, so when it was
time to choose a major to pursue in college, it seemed like the
only natural path.
Art wasn’t even something that
seemed like a possibility.
There weren’t any artists in her
family, and beyond the hand lettering she had started to do in
high school, Recknagel wouldn’t
go so far as to call herself
an artist.
But being a math major wasn’t
all it seemed cracked up to be.
“Once I got to college and
was realizing in my math classes that it wasn’t actually what
I had envisioned it to be, and I
wasn’t enjoying it and feeling fulfilled by it, I started looking into
the Calling and Career office,”
Recknagel said.
It was here that she started rethinking the course of life she had
chosen. After taking strengths
and personality tests, the hand

lettering she had done in high
school actually seemed like a
gateway to something she could
see herself pursuing.
Eventually, little doodles
and a handful of art classes to introduce Recknagel to
the art program turned into a
lifelong passion.
“I love art as a means of expression,” said Recknagel. “I don’t feel
like I talk very well to express my
feelings, but I definitely relate
to other artists who create as a
means of expressing themselves
and as a means of giving you their
perspective in life.”
The next three years of college
became an avenue to express herself artistically.
Artists like Eva M. Winters,
Jelena Donko and Scott Erickson
became inspirations to Recknagel, showing her on a deeper level the impact that art can have,
despite all the different mediums
and forms it can take.
“Writers can so beautifully
and uniquely depict their own
perspective with words, and artists can do that with visuals,” said
Recknagel. “It’s like you’re seeing
something through your eyes
but that you never thought you
would see on a paper or canvas.”
On March 26, multiple students will have the opportunity
to share this exact feeling by attending the senior showcase in

Metcalf gallery. While it might
look different with coronavirus
restrictions and a limited audience number, the 17 graphic artists sharing their work will still
have the chance to share the
piece of the world that they see.
The pieces being shown at the
showcase have been culminated throughout all four years of
these art students’ careers, a testament to how each student has
grown and shaped their artwork
over time.
Recknagel looks to this event
with excitement, saying that her
peers are some of her greatest
inspirations.
“Being in class and seeing their
work and seeing some really new
and awesome ways that they have
created is interesting,” said Recknagel. “Even though we’re all given the same problem for an
assignment, it’s so fascinating to
see all the different ways that we
take it.”
She thanks the art department for this and the way that
the professors have influenced
and led with strong examples for
their students.
While being a senior feels bittersweet, Recknagel says it’s
been a celebratory year despite
the challenges, and with the help
and presence from professors
and peers, the year has made itself memorable.
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A&E
EVENTS

Charles Joray
Piano Competition
Mar. 13 @ 12-4 pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Chorale Murder
Mystery

Mar. 19 @ 7:30-9 pm
Euler Lembright Atrium

Lyric Theatre
Review

Mar. 19 @ 7:30-9pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Photograph provided by Sara Recknagel

Senior Sara Recknagel highlights how her path has led her to a love for art.

“I think it’s a testament to the life and inspired me in loving the
faculty and the integrated faith Lord with all that I do, in loving
and learning at Taylor,” said Reck- my neighbor and in creating art.”
nagel. “They’ve just touched my
echo@taylor.edu

Faculty Voice Recital: Conor Angell
Mar. 26 @ 7:30-8:30pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Student artist showcases abstract art at local coffee shop
This month’s featured
artist at The Bridge
Olivia Yatooma
Staff Writer

Emily Phillippe is a 19-year-old
freshman at Indiana Wesleyan
studying art education, but more
than that, she is an artist herself.
Phillippe is this month’s featured artist at The Bridge Cafe,
where she has been given the opportunity to showcase her favorite form of expression by way of
her paintings.
“It’s a way for me to express
myself,” Phillippe said. “I hope
that with some of my pieces,
people will see the hard work it
takes to be an artist.”
A 12x12 inch burlap oil painting that is currently showcased
at The Bridge is titled “Stitching
Up the Pain,” and Phillippe’s inspiration for the painting was
more personal than one might
assume. Phillippe’s painting won
a Gold Key in the Scholastic Art
Awards during her high school
years, and it centers around

Phillippe stitching up her back.
“Stitching Up the Pain” is Phillippe’s representation of her ongoing battle with scoliosis and
her multiple back surgeries.
Therefore, it is safe to say that
Phillippe’s artwork is not only
genuine, but tells a story beyond
what meets the eye.
There is a large variation of
Phillippe’s paintings hanging
at The Bridge, ranging from
4x4 inch to 24x36 inch size. A
common theme within many of
Phillippe’s paintings is colorful
abstract backgrounds with contrasting black and white portraits as the focus.
“Painting black and white portraits with abstract backgrounds
has been my latest phase,” Phillippe said.
A perfect example of this
theme is Phillippe’s painting
“See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak
No Evil,” which consists of three
black and white portraits with
an abstract background.
“The first guy has a blindfold
on, the guy in the middle has his
hands over his ears, and the last

guy has a piece of tape hanging
from his mouth,” Phillippe said.
“I thought that I could find facial expressions that would appear more powerful in black and
white rather than just a blank
stare. I thought they would convey more emotion.”
One of Phillippe’s favorite
paintings hanging at The Bridge
is titled “Beach Boy,” which is a
recreation of a painting by Norman Rockwell.
“I love the red colors in the
boy’s face and the dripping ice
cream. It feels like you are on the
beach with him,” Phillippe said.
“The background is cut in the
middle, half of it is white and half
of it is covered with umbrellas.”
Another 24x36 inch showcased painting is titled “Surrounded,” which highlights a
blue-skinned lady looking out
into the distance. This painting is a prime example of Phillippe’s love for big paintings; she
stated that when the paintings
are big, so are the ideas that inspired them.
Phillippe’s art is not all that

Photograph provided by Anna Collins

Indiana Wesleyan freshman, Emily Phillippe, displays her
artwork at The Bridge as their featured artist of the month.

she wants to pursue in future
years, as she has expressed
her desire to become an AP art
teacher. The decision to teach
art was one that was made

during her sophomore year of
high school under the guidance
of her high school art teacher,
Tashema Davis.
“I want to help them express

themselves,” Phillippe said in reference to her future students. “I
want to help them make what
they want to make.”

echo@taylor.edu

“Always and Forever” concludes the popular Netflix Trilogy
Better than the second,
worse than the first

woman’s touch considering that sure enough, it’s listed primarily guy gets the girl or vice versa.
seems to be the target audience. as a comedy. I cracked a couple That’s fine. That’s why we love
Another problem with the se- smiles throughout, but nothing them. The predictability is staLucas Bertsche
quels, especially “Always and resembling a laugh. The first ble. If you put on a rom-com, you
Forever,
” is that they seemed to movie balanced the humor and know there’s going to be a hapStaff Writer
forget the comedy part of the relationship drama much better. py ending and that it’ll probably
“To All the Boys: Always and rom-com. I checked IMDB halfIt’s also very, very predictable. make you feel good. But there
Forever” fails to capture the way through the movie just to Not one thing surprised me. Yes, are only so many times I can
magic of the first, but still pass- double-check the genre, and in rom-coms, we all know the watch the same couple break
es as a watchable rom-com.
The third film in Netflix’s trilogy adapted from Jenny Han’s romance novels follows the young
lovers Lara Jean (Lana Condor)
and Peter (Noah Centineo) as
they navigate their senior year
of high school. The year unfolds perfectly from a class trip
to New York to senior prom until a decision of where to attend
college threatens to tear the
couple apart.
In a confusing move, both the
second and third movie replaced
the director of the original, Susan Johnson, with Michael Fimognari. While Fimognari does
a competent job, the sequels
lack some of the visual flair and
Photograph provided by Digital Spy
style of Johnson’s first movie. It’s
Netflix released the third movie of the “To All The Boys I’ve Loved Bealso odd because these movies
fore” series, “To All the Boys: Always and Forever” on Feb. 12.
could probably benefit from a

up and repeat the same pattern
over and over. For not one second did I doubt the outcome of
the film.
I’m realizing now that I’m
sounding pretty harsh, but I’m
actually a big rom-com guy (go
watch “About Time”), and really,
this movie wasn’t that bad. For
one, I’m thrilled they dropped
the awful love triangles. Normally, I’m down for a good three-sided love affair (I’m looking at you
Katniss, Gale and Peeta), but
this series just hasn’t handled
them well.
Another positive is the gorgeous production design. From
the deep blues of Lara’s room to
the romantic pinks and purples
of prom, the colors all pop.
The strongest aspect of this
trilogy, however, is the characters. Condor and Centineo continue to impress as Lara Jean
and Peter. Their chemistry is
palpable, and I always root for
them to end up together.
The friendships and family
ties are well-written too. John
Corbett plays the classic teen
rom-com dad well, and Anna

Cathcart is always a breath of
fresh air as Kitty. Both have a
great dynamic with Lara Jean.
Lara and Gen also got a few
sweet moments. I’ve loved seeing their relationship evolve over
the trilogy.
I also like how the sequels
have shown what happens after the girl and the guy get together. In rom-coms, the main
character confesses his or her
love saying something like “you
complete me” or “I’m also just a
girl, standing in front of a boy,
asking him to love her,” and then,
it’s assumed they live happily
ever after.
“Always and Forever” shows
this isn’t how it works. There
are always going to be ups and
downs and things won’t always
go as planned. As Lara Jean says,
“Life is beautiful and messy …
real love is choosing each other
through all of it.”
It’s not quite the charming
Valentine’s Day watch the first
one was, but for fans of the series, there are worse ways to
spend two hours.
echo@taylor.edu

Sundance film, “CODA,” is set to hit

TROJAN NATION

“The team felt back on track. It seemed like we figured
out how we wanted to play”
Softball sweeps Union College
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The rising popularity of sports gambling: Part I
Legalized betting
becoming commonplace
Markus Miller

Co-Managing Editor
A 2018 Supreme Court decision in
favor of the state of New Jersey and
Gov. Phillip D. Murphy changed
the way sports would be consumed in the United States forever.
After former Gov. Chris Christie signed a bill in 2012 that would
permit casinos and racetracks to
offer sports gambling, the state entered a six-year-long battle with
the NCAA, NBA, NFL, MLB and NHL.
The case was covered with particular carefulness, as a ruling in
either direction would set a precedent that would be difficult to
undo.
That precedent has been set,
and after online/mobile sports
gambling was approved 30 days after the 2018 decision, other states
followed.
In August 2018, the first online
sports bet was taken in New Jersey.
According to Ballotpedia, 25 states
and Washington D.C. have since
legalized the activity. Included in

those states is Indiana.
Since being legalized in May
2019, legalsportsreport.com reports sports betting has brought
in over $200 million in revenue for
the Hoosier state. Revenue, however, is just the money that the
sportsbook keeps. The total money wagered has climbed above $2
billion.
The incentive for the state?
Taxes.
Indiana has raked in over $19
million in tax/jurisdiction revenue
since sports betting was legalized.
New Jersey’s tax/jurisdiction revenue has risen above $100 million.
“I have to believe the states are
doing this not because it’s a great
thing for the population to get engaged with,” Associate Professor
of Marketing Michael Bates said.
“But because it’s a great way for
them to increase tax revenues.”
Bates highlighted that in any
form of gambling, the odds will
always be stacked against the bettor. In this particular system, Bates
noted that the government is encouraging sports betting, yet it is
statistically likely that they will be
harmed financially by the activity.

With the states on board for the
tax revenue, sportsbooks have taken advantage of the unique marketing possibilities they have.
High-reward promotions attract
those who otherwise may not
participate.
“In my marketing classes, we
say that the purpose of marketing is to create a mutually satisfying exchange, and that comes with
what’s good and beneficial to customers and what’s good and beneficial to the business,” Bates said.
“(Sportsbooks) have sales promotions and provide incentives to get
people started. I’ve heard things
like ‘guaranteed wins’ and all kinds
of free bets. I just don’t know if
that’s really pushing into creating
a mutually satisfying exchange.”
The growth of the industry isn’t
slowing down anytime soon, either. States who haven’t legalized
it yet are either currently on the
way or are considering it.
Take Ohio, for example. While
legislation hasn’t passed in the
state, multiple bills have been proposed as its border states, such as
Indiana, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Michigan legalize it.

“The big thing in Ohio is that
it’s surrounded by states that are
allowing it,” Columbus Dispatch
Sports Columnist Rob Oller said.
“That was a big pushback, that the
state is losing all this money across
state lines on sports bets.”
Oller mentioned the rise of
sports writing that focuses on
gambling. USA Today, which is a
member of the same company,
Gannett, that owns the Dispatch,
has a section on their sports website that is betting-focused.
Sports betting has also become
more accessible, through mobile
apps and websites that give anyone with a smartphone the opportunity to place a bet at their
fingertips.
Assistant Professor of Sport
Management Amy Stucky noticed
that the demographic of people
who watch sports for entertainment, and those who watch sports
as gamblers, is merging.
“There’s always going to be those
two (gamblers and spectators),
but the middle area is growing
larger,” Stucky said. “We’re a very
sports-centric society, and there’s
such a complexity in it.”

Photograph provided by FanDuel

FanDuel, which started as a daily fantasy
service, now features a sportsbook.

Stucky referenced the dwindling
free-to-play options on fantasy
websites, such as Yahoo!.
The accessibility, combined with
the dynamic of sports fandom and
the excitement of viewing a game
live, has helped lead to an explosion in popularity.
In a survey of Samuel Morris
Hall residents, 23.5% said they
had wagered money in the past
year using an online sportsbook.
Over 50% said they had participated in a fantasy sports league with
an entry fee.

Indiana’s monthly revenue,
according to legalsportsreport.
com, has risen from $8.56 million
in Sept. 2019, to $24.31 million in
Dec. 2020.
The rapid rise in both access and
acceptability has led to some interesting philosophical questions
surrounding the activity. Those
questions aren’t easily answered.
“Gambling could have the ability to change the mission of sport
and the mission of the game, and it
worries me a little bit,” Stucky said.
echo@taylor.edu

Softball sweeps Union College
Bounces back from
rough stretch
Conrad Otto
Staff Writer

The Taylor softball team swept
Union College in a 2-game series, traveling to Kentucky for a
9-2 and 5-2 win with exquisite
pitching performances from junior Maddi Evans and senior Lauren Kanai.
Taylor found a way to regain
their confidence and win this
series after a previous 11-5 loss
in 5 innings to the University of
the Cumberlands. They played
good defense, had great pitching
as well as hitting. In game two of
the series, the Trojans had 12 hits.
Evans had a no-hitter through
4 innings in the first game and allowed only two runs total. Union
scored their runs in the last three
innings, but it was not enough to
top TU’s five runs. Four different
Trojans had an RBI, including senior Kristin Mihalic.

Kanai threw 5.1 innings in the
second game, and only allowed
two runs in the 9-2 win. Junior
Cassy Lewis closed it out for the
Trojans.
Evans exchanged her glove for
a bat and brought home two runs
in the second game, including a
homerun.
“The team felt back on track. It
seemed like we figured out how
we wanted to play” said Mihalic.
She prefaced that the previous
weekend before this series was
rough all around. The team lost
both contests in that series.
Mihalic, who dealt with injuries last year and did not get a
chance to play last season, has
been on a tear to start this year.
She leads the team in batting average, onbase percentage, slugging percentage, home runs and
RBI. She’s also drawn eight walks
on the young season.
Though sad that last season
was cut short, she took positives
away from it.
“When talking to the athletic

trainer, we did not know if I was
ready to play that season,” Mihalic
said. “Through the cancellation, I
used that off-time to grow more
and bounce back”.
Bounce back she did. She has
started and played in all 10 games
so far.
Before the losses last weekend,
the team had a successful trip
over J-Term, where they started
the year 6-2 and knocked off No.
17 College of Idaho twice.
“We have the potential to beat
some really good teams this year”
said head coach Erin Bellinger.
The team has an 8-4 record,
coming off an 11-3 performance
in a shortened season last year.
As COVID-19 hit hard last year,
Bellinger told her players to “play
every game like it’s their last. No
one really knows what will happen. Leave it all out on the field
and give it everything you’ve got”.
The strong start to this season,
coupled with last season’s performance has put the Trojans in the
“receiving votes” category in the

Men’s Lacrosse

3/1 @Earlham College 7 p.m.
3/5 Saint Ambrose University 3 p.m.

Baseball

3/4 Goshen College 1 p.m.
3/6 Goshen College 1 p.m.

Men’s Track & Field

3/3-3/6 Indoor National Championships
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor softball rebounded from two losses to sweep
Union College and improve to 8-4 on the season.

NAIA Top 25.
“I felt like I was starting to get a
hang of things last year. The team
started to mesh at the right time,
and we were feeling good” said senior Kara Tucker. “We started really well last year, and we want to
continue that same winning aspect this year.”
Tucker, an infielder, has started
all 12 games this season.
The softball team is still continuing to play high-level competition. They have been competing
with top 25 teams. Since last year,
they have been having success

Baseball coach
passes away
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor in Chief

On Tuesday, Feb. 23, Assistant
Baseball Coach Rick Atkinson
passed away at 73 years-old after
a long-term battle with cancer.
Atkinson had worked with the
Taylor University baseball program
for 18 years as an assistant coach
and played as a student at Taylor.
He later went on to play for
Greenville College and the Atlanta Braves minor league following

against top 25 teams. Whether it’s
out of state or in-state, Bellinger
believes that playing these types
of programs is a great experience
for the Lady Trojans.
Bellinger has made it clear that
she wants her team to get through
conference and advance to nationals. The Trojans have not won
the conference since 2014. From
that point, the team has been in
the top three, but haven’t finished
first since. With how the season is
rolling right now, It seems like the
Trojans should have confidence.
echo@taylor.edu

Visit theechonews.com for more

For more on how the Taylor Trojans
performed this week, make sure
to check our website on Fridays,
where scores, stats and other info

his career at Taylor. Atkinson later returned to Grant County to be
a local high school athletic director where he was active in coaching football, wrestling and baseball
for over 20 years.
Atkinson is survived by his wife,
Sondra, his three children and
eight grandchildren. They will receive visitors March 1 from 3-7 p.m.
at College Wesleyan Church.
A service to honor the memory
of Atkinson will be held March 2
at 11 a.m. The service will be available via livestream at live.collegewes.com.
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s Golf

3/1-2 Sand Shark Invitational 9 a.m.

Football

3/6 @Saint Francis 12 p.m.

S COREBOARD
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS

Men’s Basketball

2/20 Saint Francis L 78-83
2/24 Indiana Wesleyan

Women’s Basketball

2/20 Saint Francis W 67-61
2/23 Saint Francis W 73-51

Men’s Track & Field

2/20 Crossroads Championships 6th

Women’s Track & Field

2/20 Crossroads Championships 3rd

Lacrosse

2/19 Missouri Baptist W 16-13

from last week will be detailed.
Cheer
On Friday we highlighted the indoor 2/19 Saint Francis Invitational 6th
track and field events, basketball
Softball
and more.

2/20 University of Rio Grande L 2-4
2/20 University of The
Cumberlands L 1-11
2/24 Union College W 5-2
2/24 Union College W 9-2

Echo Sports
Pick’em

Photograph provided by Needham-Storey-Wampner Funeral Service

3/3-3/6 Indoor National Championships

Weekly Taylor Athletics Update

Remembering Rick Atkinson

Women’s Track & Field

Scan the QR code and fill out the
Echo Sports Pick’em form for a
chance to win a $10 gift card to
Ivanhoes! This week’s games contain NBA and NCAA basketball, as
well as soccer and NAIA football. If
you get all the games correct, we’ll
send an email with information on
how to claim your gift card.

Top 25 Polls
Trojan Teams in the NAIA Top 25

Men’s Track and Field ..................No.13
Womens Track and Field .................No.6
Softball ........................ Receiving Votes
Baseball ....................... Receiving Votes
Women’s Basketball ...... Receiving Votes

Maddi Evans

Mitch Ubelhor

Softball

Baseball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Redshirt Senior
Av o n , I N
Accounting
Pitcher
Chicago Cubs
Photograph provided by Anna Collins

The Rookie

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

Year
Hometown
Major
Position
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

(765) 998-7261

Junior
Fa i r m o u n t, I N
Biology
Pitcher/3B
Chicago Cubs
42

Photograph provided by Anna Collins

