the

Echo

T

News: Ice storm cripples
campus and surrounding
communities

Opinions: Student
recaptures passion of
Samuel Morris

U N I V E R S I T Y
A Y L O R
SINCE 1915 - VOLUME 92, NO. 15

JANUARY 14, 2005

Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
If one man could symbolize the
Civil Rights Movement it would
be Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Dr. King became a symbol of
something much larger than what
he was as a person,” said Dr. Tom
Jones, Taylor professor of history.
Born in Atlanta on Jan. 15,
1929, King had a dream that one
day America would be able to
exist with racial equality and
civil justice.
As he stood on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial in
Public Domain
Washington D.C. on Aug. 28,
1963 he declared without stagger, “I have a dream that one day this nation
will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.’”
King died at the hands of James Earl Ray on April 4, 1968 from a gunshot wound.
His legacy continues today as many walk in his footsteps leading the
cause of the Civil Rights Movement.

Dr. James Earl
Massey
Dr. James Earl Massey will
deliver a powerful message
Monday during the King
Day celebrations.
Massey carries with him a 50year history in the ministry. He
has also authored 23 books and
over 500 written articles.
“[He] is a powerful Christian
Minister,” said Dr. Tom Jones,
Taylor professor of history. “He
is probably one of the most
powerful pulpit speakers I have
ever heard.”
Courtesy of taylor.edu
He pastored the Metropolitan
Church of God in Detroit, Mich. for over 20 years. He acts as dean emeritus and distinguished professor at large for the Anderson University
School of Theology. He is also the emeritus dean of the chapel at
Tuskegee University.
Massey will act as the keynote speaker for the King Day events.
He will speak Monday at 10 a.m. in Rediger Auditorium.

Musician
Byron Motley
As an award-winning musician,
accomplished filmmaker, photographer, lecturer and baseball
enthusiast, Byron Motley will
bring an interesting flare to the
King Day celebrations.
Motley found his love for
Negro League baseball from his
father, Bob, who served as an
umpire for several years.
His latest album release is entitled Jazz & Cocktails. His personal jazz style will be showcased at his concert Monday at
Courtesy of taylor.edu
8 p.m.
For ticket information contact the Rupp Center ticket office.

Student initiative
starts TU King Day
BY ASHLEY SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
The words “I have a dream”
rang from the mouth of one man
Aug. 28, 1963. With those words
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. fueled
a legacy that has spanned into
today’s generation.
Four days after King’s April 3,
1968 assassination, Congressman
John Conyers introduced legislation for a national holiday in King’s
honor which we now celebrate the
third Monday of every January.
However, it wasn’t until January
of 1993 that King Day was
honored the way it is today on
Taylor’s campus.
During the spring of 1992, the
Taylor student senate brought a proposal to the faculty and administration which asked for a day during J-

term to be set aside to honor King
and his influential ideals.
“[They] felt that [the Civil Rights
Movement] was an area that Taylor
as a community wasn’t intentional enough,” said Dr. Tom Jones,
past co-chair for the King
Day committee.
The university rejected the proposal due to the fact that J-term is
such an intense period and they
felt King Day was too narrow a
focus to honor the Civil Rights
Movement fully, Jones said.
The students returned with a second proposal which convinced the
administration to set aside the day
to commemorate King.
For 13 years, a committee run by
faculty, staff and students has provided a day’s events filled with
speakers, workshops and seminars.
“The hope of the students who

initiated this [day] and [others] is
that students will find ways to make
King Day one of the most profitable spiritual days by looking at
racial reconciliation through the
eyes of faith,” Jones said. “We want
King Day to be as successful as
youth conference and spiritual
renewal week.”
Each year the committee strives
to bring in speakers who knew
King or worked with him. Past
speakers included such names as
Ms. Johnnie Carr, who helped plan
the Montgomery bus boycott, and
Dr. James Lewis.
This year’s sessions look to
enrich students by providing information on the Civil Rights
Movement and how it relates to the
Christian faith.
“There are so many issues
related to racial reconciliation as

Christians that we must address,”
Jones said. “We need to take [the]
celebration and move it beyond the
celebration of Dr. King but look
over the ideas that drove the Civil
Rights Movement.”
While some professors require
students attend sessions, attendance
is not required for the student body.
“King Day ought not to be a
required day of activities,” Jones
said. “We wanted this to be spiritually engaging and challenging.
Requiring seemed to defeat the
whole purpose.”
Jones dreams for the holiday
to be one in which more students
stay on campus and participate than
leave for a long weekend.
King Day activities begin
Monday with Dr. James Earl
Massey speaking at 10 a.m. in
Rediger Auditorium.

Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
was one of the
most prominent leaders of
the Civil Rights
Movement.
His “I have a
dream”
speech
changed the
lives of millions
and still effects
people in
today’s society.
King was
assassinated
at the age of
39 by James
Earl Ray. He
was shot atop
a balcony of
the Lorraine
Motel and died
within an hour.
He now rests
at the Center
for Non-Violent
Social Change
in Atlanta, Ga.

Courtesy of med.sc.edu

Tsunami relief reaches $10,000
Student and faculty support helps victims of post-Christmas disaster
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR

Courtesy of pbase.com/issels

The tsunami of Dec. 26 struck much of southern area leaving many dead in its path. Stricken countries are currently receiving aid to help in providing food and water for its millions of victims.

Although the tsunami that struck
on Dec. 26 took place halfway
around the globe, the Taylor
University community is making
attempts to help with the relief
efforts directly from Upland.
As soon as offices at Taylor
reopened from the Christmas holiday, the administration made plans
to collect money for the relief effort.
The original offering was scheduled for Jan. 7 but was postponed
until Wednesday due to the Upland
ice storm. In chapel on Jan. 5,
Campus Pastor Randy Gruendyke
and Student Body President Aaron
Shapiro encouraged students to
give sacrificially.
“We knew that students would
want to do something,” Gruendyke
said. “It was just a matter of what
they could do.”
Jenny Collins, the director of the
Lighthouse program, explained that
Taylor wanted to make it as easy as
possible to contribute.
“We wanted to give [students] an
opportunity right here,” she said.
Students and faculty embraced
the opportunity to give, and
by Wednesday afternoon, over

$10,000 had been collected.
Members of the Taylor community
will be able to give until Monday.
“We raised about $2500 in the
fall for hurricane relief and I was
expecting about the same,” Shapiro
said. “I was really pumped about
people's reactions.”
Collins said she thinks many faculty and staff gave additionally in
ways that are tax-deductible.
The money that is collected will
be distributed among three different
organizations that have strong ties
to Taylor. Youth for Christ India is
directed by Prabha George, who
visits campus about once a year.
The mission has also sponsored
eight Lighthouse teams, including
the team that is currently in India.
Youth for Christ Sri Lanka is led
by Ajith Fernando, who is the uncle
of social work professor Rukshan
Fernando. He is also a personal
friend of members of the faculty
and is the scheduled speaker for
Spiritual Renewal Week in 2007.
Taylor freshman Sheena Perera
is a native of Sri Lanka, and her
father pastors the Foursquare
Church in Colombo. Perera and her
mother Sheami have stayed in
close contact with Taylor throughout the tragedy. A portion of the

money will go to their relief efforts.
“These organizations are going to
provide holistic relief, both physical
and spiritual,” Collins explained.
“They are already in place on the
ground and have relationships with
the people they are helping.”
Gruendyke also said the three
organizations are trustworthy and
that the money will go directly into
the organizations’ bank accounts
without having any overhead
skimmed off.
The relief efforts are concentrating on providing different
stages of help to the tsunami victims. Right now, it is focused on
giving immediate relief by means
of food, clothes, temporary shelter
and medicines.
Among other things, YFC Sri
Lanka is working with orphaned
children to make sure they are not
exploited and even collecting
school supplies for them. Later, the
organizations will work to rebuild
homes and communities and also
provide post-trauma counseling.
Ultimately, they will help the victims reestablish their livelihoods.
“There are a lot of things they will
need in different stages,” Rukshan
Fernando said. “It is an opportunity
See ‘Tsunami’ page 2
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Ice storm
leaves Upland,
TU crippled
Taylor closes for first time in the
history of the university
BY JOEL LOOPER
CONTRIBUTOR

Photo by Matt Wissman

An ice storm struck Upland Wednesday night leaving disastrous
results. Clean-up still continues as fallen trees and broken
branches still litter the area.

Last week’s ice storm cut electricity to over 100,000 people in
central Indiana, left countless tree
branches on the ground and made
life difficult for residents.
Classes were canceled Thursday
morning when the Taylor community woke up without power. Water
usage was limited throughout the
area and most campus buildings
were without heat.
When students finally went outside, they were greeted by an icy
spectacle but also realized
that storm damage was extensive
and that cleanup would prove
a challenge.
Taylor crews worked tirelessly
to clean up the damage
around campus.
“We had people working through
the night to try to maintain services
and reduce damage by electrical
surges when power was restored,”
said Physical Plant Director Bill
Stoops. “The grounds crew salted

the roads and removed downed
trees from the roads so that rescue
crews would have access.”
“Scott Bragg, Paul Lightfoot, and
David Gray, the supervisors, and
the employees from the physical
plant department should be commended for the work they did to
maintain the campus during a very
difficult and stressful time.” Stoops
said. “Many of them were without
power at home.”
At the Dining Commons, there
was no hot food and frozen foods
began to melt without refrigeration.
D.C. manager Jerry Nelson and his
crew continued to serve meals and
students enjoyed sandwiches and
ice cream bars.
On Thursday afternoon, many
people gathered in the Sammy
Morris lounge for games, good
company and heat. At 5 p.m.
Thursday, classes were officially
canceled for Friday and classes on
Monday left pending.
After dinner, many students left
campus for home or friends’ houses. Many caught rides with anyone
they could to leave the area.
“It was a true demonstration

of man versus nature,” said junior
Phil Soen. “I didn’t want to
stick around.”
Junior P.A. Greg Matney stayed
in the area Thursday night.
“I’m just glad I live in Sammy
Morris,” Matney said.
Students also took walks and
enjoyed the unusual weather, while
others stayed inside and caught up
on homework.
Friday afternoon the Rex Collins
Electric Company modified the
electrical system at the new Kesler
Center to allow the heat system to
come on with the emergency generator. Plans were made for ladies to
stay in the Kesler Center at night
and for men to stay in Morris but
power returned to campus at
around 9 p.m. Thursday night.
On Friday, the campus was
empty since much of the student
body had left the area. Students
found creative uses of their time off
from class.
“I watched an entire season of
24 on Friday,” Matney said.
On Sunday many of the students
returned to campus and classes
resumed Monday.

Tsunami

prayer chapel in Sickler Hall. Small
groups, wings and floors can also
initiate their own times of prayer
“We need to think about
our responsibility as Christians,"
Collins said. “Prayer is key.”
Collins also encouraged Taylor
students to continue to be involved
in the relief work, especially as the
media coverage lessens. “[The
tsunami] hit some interesting world
religion centers,” Collins said.
“This is a real opportunity
for Christians to demonstrate
Christ-likeness.”
She also said that the persecution
of Christians in the countries affected is beginning to decline as a result
of Christian relief work.
Across the country, organizations
are accepting donations for tsunami
relief. But at Taylor, the contributions come from different motives.
“It was a clear response to the biblical command to love our neighbor
as ourselves,” Shapiro said. “When
someone is in need like this, it is an
opportunity to love one another.”
According to CNN.com, the
tsunami took place when an 8.9
magnitude earthquake occurred in
the Indian Ocean. The death toll in
South Asia has risen to nearly
160,000 and includes people in
more than 11 countries. Over $5
billion has been pledged to help
with relief efforts worldwide.

from page 1
for us, as middle to upper class
Americans, to show the world that
what is often perceived of us is
not true.”
Taylor is considering sending
future missions teams to the affected area. Possible times for
trips include this summer and
next J-Term.
“We’re serious about looking into
that,” Collins said. “We want it to be
the right ministry at the right time.”
The Lighthouse team that is
presently in India did not need to
change their plans as a result of the
disaster. The area where they are
serving was not impacted as severely as other regions. However, the
team took donations from their
home churches and other sources to
be used in the relief work.
A forum sponsored by World
Christian Fellowship will also be
held on Wednesday, Jan. 19 as a
response to the tsunami disaster.
Professors from different subject
areas will present the various results
of the tsunami.
“It should be interesting for people who are wondering what effects
the tsunami has had,” Shapiro said.
Campus ministries is providing
updated prayer requests in the

U.S. Navy
provides
relief and
aid to victims of
Dec. 26
tsunami
in
Meulaboh,
Indonesia.

Photo by Alisse Goldsmith

Bump, set, spike it in intramural volleyball
Freshman Estie Barnes sets the ball to teammate Tyler Kesler, freshman, in one late-night intramural volleyball game. The two are members of the team "You're an 8ers," which is currently at
the top of the standings in League 7. They're living proof that not even an ice storm could
dampen the spirits of Taylor's volleyball players during J-Term.
Courtesy of washingtonpost.com

New
discipline
actions
taken for
12/3
BY CHRISTIANNA LUY
CONTRIBUTOR
Since the campus disturbances,
efforts to positively restore trust
and unity back to the campus
are underway.
Disciplinary actions ranging from
20 to 60 hours of community service, evening and weekend curfews,
loss of car privileges for the first
part of spring semester, required
group meetings, mentorship meetings, and lost scholarships and leadership positions.
Some dismissals have occurred.
“Being dismissed should be the
very last resort after providing
many other attempts at providing
an environment to promote a
change in behavior,” said junior
D.J. Horton. “If [the dismissals] had
been carried out I would have a
great loss of respect for the administration. However, the resolved
punishments have provided not
only a chance to bond positively in
service, but a chance to bond and
grow together each night until
the spring.”
For campus violations like illegally entering a building, the
Student Disciplinary Procedures
say that students can expect
immediate dismissal.
However, there were differentiations made between those who
went into the library and those who
broke into the library. The administration carefully handled each situation on a case-by-case basis according to Dr. Skip Trudeau.
“Every case is heard by a group,”
Trudeau said. “We tried to stay as
close to the handbook as possible.”
Many students felt frustrated
toward the administration along
with apathy, relief, sorrow and
bitterness. All of these, and
even humor have surfaced as common responses throughout the student body.
“Some [students] think this was
no big deal, and some feel strongly
that this was a big deal and they
want to rightly hold the administration accountable to making sure we
process everything helpfully,”
Trudeau said.
“I feel like the administration is
trying to prove to the Taylor alumni
and benefactors that they won't tolerate [us] breaking the rules,” said
junior Thaddeus Fennig.
Joyce Wood, associate vice president for university relations and
marketing, commented on the issue
saying, “We have not done anything to look good. We have done
our best to be open and forthright.
Each situation was handled just as it
was meant to be. If I have received
criticism it has been that we haven't
been harsh enough.”
However, Taylor has received
an overwhelming amount of positive feedback.
“The majority of the feedback I
have received has been extremely
positive,” Wood said. “Many people who are not even involved, but
are just being supportive of Taylor.”
Wood felt that students who
have questions or who are expressing negative thoughts may need
to go back and re-read the letters
sent out to the campus regarding how the situations would
be handled.
“I don’t want to give Dec. 3 a bigger life than it deserves,” Trudeau
said. “There are many ways that our
community has performed remarkably well.”

MLK Day Workshops
-The Negro Baseball League: An American
Legacy: Enjoy an entertaining and personal presen-

-Stories of the Civil Rights Movement Mitchell
Theater : Hear Larry Emmons, rendition of Dr.

tation by Byron Motley as he describes his love he
has for the Negro Baseball League. Where: Mitchell
Theatre When 1:30-2:30 p.m.

King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, followed by Dr.
Massey’s personal recollections of Dr. King and the
Civil Rights Movement. Where: Mitchell Theatre
When: 3-4 p.m.

-Samuel Morris: The Legacy of a Taylor Legend
Recital Hall: Come and learn Samuel Morris’

-Challenges in Thinking Globally at Taylor
University: Want to learn about multicultural

powerful story and impact he had on the university
and surrounding community. Where: Recital Hall
When: 1:30-2:30 p.m.

issues on campus? An interactive activity coupled
with discussion from student leaders will focus on
these issues. Where: Recital Hall When: 3-4 p.m.
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“The snow itself is lonely or, if you prefer, self-sufficient. There is no other time when the
whole world seems composed of one thing and one thing only.”
Joseph Wood Krutch
Letter to the Editor

American call
for God’s
blessing oddly
exclusive
od Bless America.” This
“G
is a phrase that we are
all so familiar with. I arrived at

Taylor my freshman year right
before the Twin Towers incident on Sept. 11; shortly afterwards, I began to notice the frequent use of this phrase.
The TV, students in the dorms,
and congregations at church
fervently echoed the patriotic
words, “God Bless America.”
Soon this phrase began to trouble me.
Why God bless America?
Why not, God bless China, or
Honduras, or Liechtenstein?
What is so special about this
country that other countries
don’t have? I could think of a
couple things we call blessings
here such as the economic
wealth, superior medical care,
schooling, and a stable government, but what was missing?
In the Old Testament God
established a covenant with
Abraham in which He promised to bless the nations
through Abraham’s descendants, Israel. However, that
covenant was re-established
with Christ’s crucifixion. Since
then, the covenant hasn’t been
between God and “a nation,”
but between God and “Christians
in all nations.”
Unfortunately, America seems
to have adopted this view that
somehow the covenant blessing on Israel has been transferred to the United States.
America is now the blessed
nation among many.
Doesn’t that sound a bit
prideful? Is God more in favor
of this country than any other?

God favors his followers
“around the globe” rather than
any one country.
If we claim that God has
blessed America, then so has
he blessed all the other countries of the world; and if he
hasn’t blessed the other countries, then neither has he
blessed America.
“But it’s so obvious that God
has blessed us above other
countries,” you might say.
Well, what do we mean by
blessing? If we were talking
about material goods then I
would have to agree.
But wasn’t the Messiah himself born into a very poor
lifestyle? And wasn’t it Israel’s
materialism that brought God’s
punishment in the Old
Testament? (See the Books of
the Prophets.)
My point is this: a country
isn’t blessed because of its
power, riches or health. In fact,
the United States has acquired
much of its power at the expense
and abuse of other countries
(and they’ll tell you that).
Are we superior to other countries that don’t have our easy
lifestyle? Some of the happiest
people I’ve encountered are
those who live simply. They
don’t wish for comfort because
they are inwardly content.
They have an inward wealth
that many people here will
never experience because we
are too comfortable.
Outward conditions don’t
determine God’s blessing. God’s
inward working in people’s
lives does.
By Heather James

Letter s to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must be received by 6 p.m. on Wednesday
and be 425 words or less in order to be published in the coming Friday’s issue. Letters should include daytime telephone and
signature. Write us from off-campus at: The Echo, Taylor
University, 236 W. Reade Ave., Upland, IN 46989-1001. Oncampus at: The Echo,, Rupp Communications Building, or
via e-mail: echo@tayloru.edu.
The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor do not necessarily represent The Echo or its staff or Taylor University.
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2005
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horns

BY EMILY KIEFER

Weather in Upland has been diverse lately.

Recapturing the passion
of Samuel Morris

S

amuel Morris was
born in West Africa.
His father was king
of the Kru, so when
they were overtaken,
Sammy was taken captive until
his father could pay what the
enemy demanded. Sammy was
beaten often to encourage payment from his father, and when
his father still could not pay, it
was decided that Sammy
should be killed.
Before that happened, Sammy
saw a bright light, heard a
voice, and then fled through the
jungle. Days later he came
upon some missionaries who
took care of him. Upon hearing
the Acts 9 account of Paul’s
Damascus road experience,
Sammy excitedly replied,
“That’s what happened to me!”
He was presented the gospel
and became a Christian.
Sammy’s passion was to learn
more about the Holy Spirit and
then to return to his own people
and tell them about Jesus.
When he had learned all he
could from the missionaries in
West Africa, he set out to New
York to learn from the man
who had taught them about
the Holy Spirit. That man
arranged for Sammy to attend
Taylor University.
What I’ve just presented is an
extremely brief account of the
life of Sammy Morris. I left out
many of the fascinating stories
that often inspire us. Still,
based only on the information
given here, Sammy’s life
should provoke a response.
Why do you come to Taylor?
What makes it worth the massive tuition bills and the enormous debt that the average student graduates with? Do you
have a purpose for being here,

BY MATT MANCINELLI
GUEST COLUMNIST

“We are on this
earth to know God
and take his
message to the
nations. This isn’t
meant to be simply
part of our lives, but
rather everything
that we live for.”
other than simply coming
because it’s just what people do
after high school?
Samuel Morris had a reason
to be here, and I would argue
that his reason should be ours
as well. We’re on this earth
with a purpose, and it’s not to
learn more for ourselves, to
make good friends, or to build
a successful career path.
We are not here to serve ourselves while giving our 10 percent, going to church on
Sundays, and occasionally
sharing our faith. We are on
this earth to know God and
take his message to the nations.
This isn’t meant to be simply
part of our lives, but rather
everything that we live for.
Perhaps the way in which
Sammy Morris can most
inspire us is by the way he
adopted God’s vision for his
own. He lived to tell others
about Christ. He told those here

in Indiana about Christ, and
studied at Taylor with the purpose of learning more, not so
that he could simply have
knowledge, but so that he could
take what he learned to further
the kingdom of God.
Next time you sit down to
study, select your classes, or
choose your major, take
Sammy’s perspective. Live at
Taylor with the purpose of
being formed into who God is
making you so that you can
then live for his kingdom.
Before Sammy was able to
finish his schooling, Indiana’s
winter weather was too much
for him, and he got sick and
died without making it back
to Africa. Taylor students
responded by going to Africa in
Sammy’s place. Consider following their lead by taking the
Word of God to a people like
the Kru, people who still
haven’t heard the Gospel of
Christ. This is a post-college
option we all need to reflect on.
Wherever we go from here,
in whatever profession, let us
go with the purpose of making
the Gospel known to the world.
Let us be here at Taylor with
the purpose of preparing ourselves for that.

Matt Mancinelli will
present a workshop
Monday entitled Samuel
Morris: The Legacy of a
Taylor Legend in the
Recital Hall from 1:302:30 p.m. along with
Dr. Bill Ringenberg and
Dr. Tim Kirkpatrick.
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BY JOE RINGENBERG
COLUMNIST

Ignoring major struggle may
eventually weaken unity
s controversies go there
A
are usually two sides,
which battle through the murk-

iness of that which is unclear in
the issue. As far as the Taylor
cheerleading team is concerned
I believe that it is a one-sided
issue.
The problem with this group
of girls is not that they advocate
support for our athletic teams
but that they incite and increase
the possibility for lust among
their fellow brothers in Christ.
I am not in any way laying
claim to the statement that our
university’s cheerleading squad
is purposefully seducing Taylor
men. Such an assertion would
not only be ridiculous but also
judgmental. The late Howard

Cosell might say “I tell it like it
is” but I would prefer to more
eloquently refer to the situation
as the result of the unfortunate
realities of society.
Men can very easily fall victim to sexual temptation. This
should not come as a surprise
to any woman. Rather it must
be understood that full comprehension of a man’s struggle
with lust is utterly impossible
for a woman to grasp.
Ephesians chapter six details
a battle with the forces of evil.
We are an army of God and
therefore must stand united as
one. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“There should be no division in
the body, but that its parts should
have equal concern for each

other” (1 Corinthians 12:25).
Therefore, I implore the cheerleading team to recognize the
men on campus as brothers and
fellow soldiers in the war
against Satan and his sinful
temptations. Understand also
that you are called to “honor
God with your body” (1
Corinthians 6:20).
The administration must also
recognize that Taylor is an
institution that integrates faith
and learning first and supports
athletic teams second. If a part
of our athletic program gets in the
way of our growth in the faith
department we must re-evaluate
both the squad’s attire and its
purpose at a place like Taylor.
By John Ames

T

wo Thousand and
Five. It sounds so
big to say; it sounds
like the future.
Sounds like robots
that do your chores and hoverskateboards. Sounds like time
machines and space stations,
global warming and laser beam
satellite weapons.
Did you ever notice how in
the movies, all the people of
the future wear the same thing?
Usually teal robes or something sweet like that. My point
is, with this New Year underway and this 21st century well
upon us, I feel like somewhere
along the line I got screwed.
Weren’t we all supposed to get
our own Dick Tracy watches?
If 2005 has found you feeling
rather down about the state of
the world, you’re in good company. But what can we do in
the face of this bitter technological disappointment? We
ought to affirm our power and
autonomy as individuals, affirm
our place in this new futuresounding universe, affirm our
ability to shape our respective
destinies!
The answer, my friends, lies
in New Year’s Resolutions. By
setting goals for yourself and
systematically reaching them,
you can mold yourself into a
new, more potent individual and
really take life by the horns.
One of the most popular resolutions is to Quit Smoking.
Not only will this help you not
get kicked out of Taylor, but I
think there might be something
in the Bible about it too. Either
way, Jesus probably wasn't a
smoker. The Lord of All
Creation didn’t need to smoke
cigarettes to be cool.
Another popular resolution is
to Get Your Act Together. This
is always a good one. Focus on
Stepping It Up and Getting
With It. This will help you
Think Outside The Box and
Get In The Game. Maybe it
would also help to Get With
The Picture. This is important
because when the going gets
tough the tough get going.
The classic resolution, of
course, is to Start Eating
Healthy so you can Lose Some
Weight. If you pick this one,
you should probably tell everyone or write it on a T-shirt with
iron-on letters. This way,
everyone will expect it of you
and you’ll be too threatened by
the shame of public failure not
to get it done.
Randy’s favorite things to do
each New Year are read his
Bible, get involved in a local
church, and pray. It sounds okay,
but he’s from Wheaton and they
dance there now, so maybe it’s
not such a great idea.
A good idea for the guys would
be to maybe marry a celebrity
like Britney Spears or J-Lo.
Most importantly, develop
some skills. Girls only want
boyfriends with great skills.
Numchuck skills, bow-hunting
skills, computer hacking skills.
See? There are a million great
things to dedicate the next
year to mastering. Maybe learn
how to tell the time just by
looking at the sun or get your
pilot’s license or a Nobel Prize
or something.
And keep your fingers crossed
for us all to get our own spaceships with monkey butlers.
Will that be great or what?
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Lower Airfares
Here to Stay?
The airfare revolution is sticking.
One week into the domestic airfare upheaval, Delta’s move to cut
unrestricted fares in half has been
matched by most airlines in most
markets. There may be tweaking
ahead, but the basic premise of the
cuts is going to stick, says one airline pricing executive.
Saturday-night-stay restrictions
are basically gone. The cost of tickets on older, network carriers is approaching that of discount carriers.
Airlines have matched in Delta’s
nonstop markets and on routes
where a connection is required. Most
carriers have also reduced nonstop
walk-up fares in their own hubs.
Some frequent fliers who abandoned preferred carriers for discount airlines will find they now
have an opportunity to go back. Vacationers and business passengers
can travel when they want. Leave on
Monday, return on Friday. Business
travelers who had been taking inconvenient connecting flights or planning trips 14 days in advance will fly
nonstop more often, with more time
at home.
Cheaper tickets may well result
in the fifth straight unprofitable
year for the U.S. airline industry—
though over time, the biggest carriers may rebound if they win back
customers from discounters and get
business travelers to start buying
unrestricted tickets again.

Labor Market
Shows Strength
The U.S. economy created 2.23
million jobs in 2004, the largest annual gain since 1999 and nearly reversing the 2.4 million jobs lost from
2001 to 2003.
Economists said the labor market
appears to be creating enough jobs
to keep unemployment at low levels.
The Labor Department’s monthly
employment report said businesses
added a net 157,000 jobs in December, keeping the unemployment rate
steady at 5.4%.
“Businesses are creating enough
jobs to keep the economy moving
forward, but not enough to reduce
the number of unemployed and underemployed people,” said Mark
Zandi, chief economist at Economy.com, a forecasting and consulting firm.
Officials have felt the drop in the
unemployment rate from 6.3% in
June 2003 overstated the improvement in the job market because
many people had simply stopped
looking for work, and thus were no
longer counted as unemployed.
But Fed Vice Chairman Roger
Ferguson recently said that very few
who have dropped out of the labor
force cite an inability to find work.
Rather, most have done so to attend
school, because they are ill or disabled, or because they retired.

Comcast Intensifies
Phone-Service Push
Comcast Corp., the nation’s
largest cable-TV operator, announced an ambitious push into the
phone business, a major escalation
in the telecom wars that promises to
pose one of the biggest challenges
ever to U.S. phone giants.
The company plans to market an
Internet-based phone service to 15
million homes by the end of 2005 and
to practically all 40 million of the
households that have access to its
systems within 18 months. Comcast
hopes to have eight million phone
subscribers within five years.
Because of its sheer size, Comcast’s plan will greatly intensify the
growing war between cable and telephone companies, which are
steadily invading each other’s
bread-and-butter businesses. Cable
companies that have entered the
phone business, such as Time
Warner and Cox Communications,
have become the most effective competitors to the nation’s local Bell
telephone giants since they were
created by the breakup of the AT&T
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The Labor Picture
Job growth/loss in 2004, by selected
industries
Professional/
business services

+546,000

Health care

+342,100

Construction

+258,000

–22,900

Arts/entertainment

–28,000

Telecommunications

–35,000

Nondurable
manufacturing

Sources: Global Insight; Bureau of Labor Statistics;
Economy.com

Corp. monopoly in 1984.

M.B.A. Courses
Turn to Spirituality
M.B.A.s learn plenty about quantitative values. Now, more students
are getting lessons in spiritual values, as well.
Prompted in part by recent corporate scandals, many business schools
have created courses that teach students to remain true to their convictions—whether rooted in organized
religion or personal morality—amid
the conflicting demands and temptations they will likely confront during
their careers.
“You need the work you do to express your values and be of benefit to
the larger society,” says Srikumar
Rao, a Columbia University Business
School professor who teaches Creativity and Personal Mastery. “Work
hours are so grueling these days that
if you don’t love what you do, you are
in hell,” she says.
At Stanford University’s Graduate School of Business, literature
serves as the springboard for spiritual exploration. A class at the University of Notre Dame in Indiana
looks at treating fellow employees
with respect, and the ways e-mail,
mobile phones and other modern
technology threaten spiritual time.

Endowments Post
Banner Returns
University and foundation endowments generated their strongest investment returns in four years last
year, according to a new survey.
On average, the endowments surveyed by Commonfund earned 14.7%
on their investments in the fiscal
year ended June 2004, up from 3.1% a
year earlier, and losses in 2001 and
2002. Commonfund is an investment
manager for 1,600 nonprofit educational institutions and foundations.
The universities with the best-performing endowments in the survey,
which generated an average return of
21.5%, were notable for their decreased reliance on hedge and venture funds. These top performers, including Harvard, Yale and Stanford,
reduced their exposure to hedge and
venture funds to 36% from 44% a year
earlier. They also increased their allocation of U.S. stocks to 27% from
21% and their international stocks to
18% from 15%. On average, the top
performers reduced their fixed-income allocations to 14% in fiscal 2004
from 20% the year before, while they
increased cash allocations to 5%.

Odds & Ends
With more Molson Inc. shareholders coming out against the brewer’s
proposed merger with Adolph Coors
Co., the two beer giants may be
forced to sweeten their offer or revise
the deal.
By Jay Hershey
How to contact us:
CampusEdition@dowjones.com
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GM Loses Control
Of Prized Rollout
To Fan Web Sites
By KAREN LUNDEGAARD

G

eneral Motors Corp. had big
plans to wow the automotive
world when it takes the
wraps off its Corvette Z06
sports car at the Detroit
auto show this week. But to
millions of Corvette fans, the car’s
sleek new look is already old hat.
That’s because unauthorized photos of the car started appearing on
Web car-fan sites almost two months
ago, and later showed up in auto magazines—despite GM’s aggressive efforts to put the new ’Vette and its 500
horses back in the barn.
In its futile attempt to regain control of the Z06 publicity machine, GM
dispatched security experts to the
Texas home of a Corvette enthusiast,
sent reproving e-mails or letters to at
least three Web-site operators and
warned a Corvette salesman to take
down photos of the car he had posted
online. GM also admonished the editor of one magazine, AutoWeek, for
putting on its cover a shot the magazine obtained from the Web.

Digital Spinout
The Z06 snafu is a high-profile illustration of how Detroit’s decadesold tactics for generating buzz around
a new model don’t always mesh with
the realities of the digital media universe. Information about products
can be passed around the world instantly by Web sites and blogs that
don’t always honor news-release embargoes designed to suit the publication schedules of print magazines.
GM spokesman Terry Rhadigan
said the Z06 episode could prompt
changes in the way GM manages publicity about coming models. “As soon
as the Detroit show is over we’ll talk
about what works and what doesn’t,”
he said. “Clearly, the game is changing every day.”
Of course, some would argue that
all the advance publicity can only
benefit the new Corvette. Auto enthu-

General Motors tried to stop Web sites from posting advance
photos of its car but some ended up in magazines.

siasts are even speculating in online
chat forums that GM purposefully
leaked the Z06 photos. Mr. Rhadigan
denies that. He agreed that the leaks
created buzz, but adds that so does
the traditional auto-show unveiling
when all the news media abides by
embargoes.
Normally, new-vehicle designs
are among the auto industry’s most
closely guarded secrets. But when
car makers are preparing to take the
wraps off a model they often invite reporters to a briefing well in advance,
and hand out photos with the understanding that they won’t be published
until the official unveiling. That lead
time gives magazines and newspapers a chance to lock in cover shots or
lavishly illustrated articles. GM held
such a briefing to preview the Z06 on
Nov. 9.
But just hours after GM passed
out its embargoed photos of the
Corvette, shots of the car started popping up online. GM says some of the
photos, showing a silver-blue model,
were obtained “illegally” but said it
still is trying to figure out what happened.
Photos of a yellow version appeared a month later in online
Corvette forums. Those shots had
been posted to a Web site by mistake
by a GM ad agency, Mr. Rhadigan
said. The photos were being printed
for marketing materials and the

agency, which he
declined to identify, put them on
“a Web site that
more people had
access to than
they thought,” he
said. “That was
our
extended
family’s error. It’s an unforgiving
thing, the Internet,” added Mr.
Rhadigan. “If you post something out
there into the public domain, you
can’t pull it back.”
Nevertheless, GM tried.
A Texas computer consultant said
he stumbled upon photos of a silverblue Z06 on the Internet and posted
them that afternoon on a Corvette online discussion forum he frequents.
Five days later, on Nov. 14, two men
from Securitas, GM’s contract security firm, knocked on the door of his
Houston home demanding to know
who gave him the pictures. He said he
refused to let them in, and their parting shot was “We’ll see you in court.”
As soon as the security men left,
the 36-year-old computer consultant,
who requested his name not be used,
posted details of the visit from the
“two goons,” as he described them,
on two Corvette Web sites. He also
posted scanned images of their business cards.
Mr. Rhadigan said the company
approved its security contractors go-

ing to the man’s house as “a fact-finding mission” and that GM “has
elected not to pursue it further.”
Meanwhile, GM was busy asking
other Web sites to take down photos.
Patrick Gramm, owner of digitalcorvettes.com, where some of its
30,000 members were debating
whether the photos were legitimate,
said he got two e-mails from GM on
Nov. 10, a nice one in the morning, a
“nasty one” in the afternoon. Mr.
Gramm, who posted the e-mails on
his site, contacted his attorney and at
first decided to remove the
photos until he could investigate who owned the pictures’ copyright. But by
the end of November, he
said, the pictures were
everywhere, so he restored
them to his site.

Slap on the Wrist
AutoWeek, a car enthusiast magazine, put the Z06
on its Dec. 13 cover and
wrote a story about GM’s
attempts to regain control
of the launch, including an
account of the private detectives’ visit to the Houston enthusiast. The story included
the edict, “We won’t be first to break
an embargo to which we’ve agreed,
but we won’t be third, either.”
GM wasn’t pleased, even though
the Z06 made AutoWeek’s cover.
Three of GM’s public-relations staff
took the magazine’s editor, Dutch
Mandel, and two colleagues to one of
Detroit’s most-expensive restaurants
and slapped their wrists: GM reneged on a deal to make available a
silver Z06 it had previously agreed to
give AutoWeek for a photo shoot.
None of these moves by GM put
the brakes on the Z06’s unauthorized
gallop around the Web. Corvette
salesman Rick Conti, who has his
own site devoted to all things
Corvette, had already been asked to
take down the first round of Z06 photos. Weeks later, he was in the middle
of uploading the third of five photos in
a second batch when the general
manager at this dealership got a call.
He said he tried to protest, but was
told, “As a dealership, it’s over and
we have to comply.”

Student
Borrowers
Beware
By JOHN HECHINGER

T

he Education Department
has become one of the
toughest debt collectors
around after a decade of
steadily expanded powers
to wield against former college students who don’t repay student loans.
A 1998 change in federal law, for
instance, made it extremely difficult
for people to escape student loan
obligations through personal bankruptcy. The department also can now
seize parts of borrowers’ paychecks,
tax refunds and Social Security payments without a court order, a power
that only the Internal Revenue Service, among federal agencies, regularly wields.
Using private collection agencies
and a government database of the
newly employed, the Education Department collected $5.7 billion in defaulted loans in the fiscal year ended
Sept. 30, more than twice as much as
in 1998. For current loans that go into
default, the department now projects
it will retrieve every dollar of principal, plus almost 20% in fees and overdue interest—a prediction few private lenders would be bold enough to
make.
“Student-loan debt collectors
have power that would make a mobster envious,” says Elizabeth Warren, a Harvard Law School professor.
Some critics of the tougher policies argue that student loans are a
form of financial aid and that the
borrowers have been encouraged by
the federal program to go into debt to
attend college. Students are often financially unsophisticated, the critics
argue, and should get more slack
than, say, credit-card spendthrifts.
The Education Department responds that taxpayers, legislators
and the many students who do repay
their loans all expect it to pursue
those who don’t. It says the federal
government, state agencies and private lenders that primarily make the
federally guaranteed loans all offer
counseling and a chance to refinance
at today’s low rates. There are plans
to link the size of payments to incomes, the department says.
The default rate on recently made
loans was 5.2% last year, down from
22% in 1990. Graduates of four-year
or graduate programs at private universities default at a 3.1% rate, while
students of trade schools and community colleges default at almost
twice the 5.2% overall rate, according
to department data.
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