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Consider this question: Is it appropriate to describe a person as a ‘generous giver, if what they give is

he first place? Let's make this even more personal: Is a person a generous giver if
give away is, unbeknownst to yo U, coming out of your personal checking account and n

their own?" | suspect you might have a few descriptive terms for him, but generous giver would not

mMagine a very rich man decides to give his nephew an extraordinarily generous gift. He calls his

w and informs him that tomorrow he will be receiving a certifi \eite" with a cashier's check

ed
ew stands a postman.
to sign for the

in it for $1,000,000! The next day the doorbell rings, and there before the ne

tter. The postman

The nephew can barely contain himse e postman asks

the young man the envelope. The young man bursts forward, grabs

Ne postman in an

then hands

enthusiastic embrace, and gushes with thanks at how generous he is and how much he appreciates
his kindness for giving him such a generous gift. He repeats over and over again, “Thank you, thank

you, thank you: you are ; ust so generous!”
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What is wrong with this picture? It is indeed t Nat the postman gave the ne

e
check for H 000,000. The problem is the postman is getting all the acknowledgment and
y deli ity

than the one cha rged with the r'es;p>c>r'“‘sik)i\it\/’ of delivering the gift to the proper person. | suspect the

v, NOthing more

vered for someone else. He was, in reali

appreciation for a gift that he mere

(U

postman would have been quite surprised by the nephew's overflowing gratitude for simply making

a normal delivery as part of his routine duties.

Do you see the point? If we are mere\y stewards, or managers, of our Master's property and not the

owners, then nothing is ours to give away in any amount. And if our Master, the Owner, iNstructs us

to deliver a gift to someone from His abundance (of which we are caretake rsj\, then we are truly

bedient stewards commissioned to make t

nothing more than o e delivery to the designated

recipient

).
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When | was a boy, there was a te
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amed John Beresford T\rtc N, Jr. would randomly give one million dollars, tax W@ to complete

strangers. Tipton delivered his cashier's checks through his executive secretary, Michael Anthony. In

iver Tipton's check to a different individual. The rest of the show

each episode, Anthony woulc
followed what happened to the redpiem because of the gift. (If | recall, it was almost always a bad
outcome.) As h

ivered the check, Anthony would make it guite clear that the gift was not coming

laYe s
e de

from him, but from someone else who insisted on remaining anonymous. He was simply delivering

the gift from this unknown benefactor.

[his is the way it should be with our giving. We have been entrusted with assets for the purpose of

delivering them to the intended recipient as per the directive of the Benefactor. If you were watching
Th onaire, you would never consider Anthony to be personally generous sim p\; / because he was

d /\/J

the one delivering the checks. You would only think of him as doing his job (a fun jok
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Jesus describes this very idea in Luke 17:7-10 (NASB) when he says,
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No matter how much of God's resources we ultimately deliver to His recipients, would the
description of generous giver ever be appropriately applied to us, when we have done only that
which we ought to have done? Instead of applying the term “generous giver," it may be more
appropriate to use the term “obedient courier.” This is a more accurate description of the proper
stewardship mindset we should have in delivering generous gifts from the one and only Generous

Civer.

In His Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 516 (CSB), Jesus expresses this very idea when He says, In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works [the delivery
of the generous gifts] and give glory to your Father in heaven' [the Provider of the generous gifts]. As
we seek to be good and faithful stewards, carefully and responsibly carrying out the delivery
assignments of the Generous Giver, may we never lose sight of the fact that at most, we are
unworthy slaves, having done only that which we ought to have done.
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MORE INFO

Biblical Stewardship—or Whole-Life Stewardship—is a ministry provided by Taylor
University to our ministry partners. Find out how this concept could radically change the

entire trajectory of your life,

Learn More
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