






Fort Wayne campus alumni will soon have a new tool to keep them connected to 
each other and the campus’ history. Volunteers are in the process of digitizing the 
archives and placing them in an online database where alumni can view or listen 
to them.  The online archiving system will make thousands of photos, documents, 
videos and audio recordings accessible to alumni for research and personal use. 
 
“The vision for this project arises from a desire by the Alumni Resource Center 
to continue to serve our alumni and to create a place where alumni can return 
to reminisce, reflect and reconnect virtually anywhere and anytime,” Michael 
Mortensen, director of Fort Wayne Alumni & Friend Relations explained. 
 
“This is the easiest way to serve the greatest number of alumni,” said Kari 
Reynolds g99, who is coordinating the project along with Dr. Jay Platte g69. “This 
online home can serve as a touchstone, so that TUFW can continue on – albeit 
quite differently from what we are used to.” 
 
The website will launch by Spring 2010, but its content will continue to grow as 
volunteers identify, digitize and upload more archived items. According to Kari, 
the website will eventually contain photos and documents pertaining to campus 
buildings, faculty, staff, past presidents and vice presidents, alumni from every 
decade, historical events, and athletics. 
 
“You might see Dr. Wes (Gerig) utilizing his overhead projector, the deed for the 
Wiebke property being handed to campus administrators or a video of a campus 
event or program,” said Kari. 
 
Through the efforts of Dr. Jay Platte, VHS video and audio recordings are being 
digitized to be added to the website as well.  Alumni will be able to listen to old 
Chorale recordings or even symphonies written by former professor Dr. Rene 
Frank through their computer speakers. 
 
Although Dr. Platte and Kari have spearheaded the effort, Dr. Jackie Carl g53, Cyril 
Eicher g32, Pam Dykehouse fs09, Mary Weidner g59, Dick Baxter g70, John Garner 
g69, Jane Janovyak h09, Joy Gerig g52 & g66, Joyce Gerig fs61, Larry Heidelberg 
g67, Janice Young g83, Cliff Pappe g00 and Ruth Elder h09 have contributed 
many hours to the project as well.  Taylor’s University Relations and Marketing 
department has also been instrumental in providing web design and coding 
necessary. 
 
There’s still much work to be done. Dr. Platte estimates that less than 25 percent 
of the audio recordings have been digitized, and the percentage is even smaller for 
photos. More volunteer help is needed. 
 
“We need a lot of alumni to help us with this. We’ve only really scratched the 
surface,” said Dr. Platte. 
 
 “What’s driving this for me is the fact that this was a very special part of the 
life of the City of Fort Wayne, the life of the Missionary Church Association and 
overall for the kingdom of God, and I would like to make things available that will 
show the sacrifice, commitment and faith of the people who have worked here,” 
said Dr. Platte. “I have been challenged and inspired by what I’ve been listening 
to even though some of it is 60 - 70 years old. It shouldn’t be forgotten. The 
collection of photos, recordings, videos and documents are something that needs 
to be preserved – not as an idol, but as a tribute to honor God and all these 
people who have done such an incredible job with so little.”

Resurrected: Fort Wayne Archives Brought Back to Life 
through 21st Century Technology
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1. An Outline study of Romans by Dr. Wesley L. Gerig - $10
2. Heritage Weekend/Dr. Wes Gerig – “Last Lecture” DVD - $7
3. Fort Wayne Historic Films DVD - $10
4. Replicas of Schultz and Bethany - $10 per replica

5. FWBC, SCC & TUFW T-shirts/Sweatshirts/ 
    Hoodies - $12, $22 and $35
6. Fort Wayne Alumni Resource Center Fund

Show your school spirit today!

Get your piece of history today by email at alumnifw@taylor.edu or by phone at 260.744.8790


