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After our contemplative and tearful experiences with 
Dr. Vivian Bearing, we invite you to come with us into 
the ridiculous.  Laughter has a way of enriching and 
encouraging our very souls.  Laughter, for me, seems 
that much better when lying just below the surface of 
the joke is the truth of our human frailty, ignorance 
and buffoonery.  Truth is funnier than fiction.

We’ve included lots of information in this program to help make our 
production of Molière more accessible for all of you, to point to themes 
and ideas within the play, and to illuminate context and concepts.  I 
think we’ve found a Molière that not only resonates with its own 
history but with ours.  

As I watch the play, I am often reminded of the passage in Luke 18:9-14 
(NASB) where Jesus tells the story of the Pharisee and the Publican: 
And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: “Two men 
went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I 
thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all 
that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was 
even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be [a]merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went 
to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

There’s no publican in Molière’s play only a whole bunch of Pharisees…
each living in their own hypocrisy, conflicted within their own identities 
and seeking their own way; in the same moment both a funny thing to 
watch and a challenging thing to think about. 

Enjoy tonight’s performance…tell your friends about Taylor Theatre.  
We continue to do what we do because you sit where you sit.  Thank 
you for the thoughtful and gracious contribution you make to our work.
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Interactive and spontaneous, Playback Theatre bases its material on the 
stories of the community. Performances are carried out by a team of actors, 
an emcee (called the conductor), and a musician. During a performance, 
audience members respond to questions from the conductor and share their 
stories, then watch as the company immediately “plays back” their words 
as a theatrical moment. Although performances often focus on a theme of 
interest or concern, the performers follow no narrative agenda. Instead, they 
simply rely on their dramatic skills and humanity to embody the concerns and 
experiences of audience members. Playback is an opportunity for stories to 
be heard and acknowledged in a meaningful way. In every occasion, central 
to our theatre experience is our faith in Jesus Christ and applying the truth 
of Scripture to the reality of the everyday stories presented throughout the 
evening.

We would love to come share Playback with you!

Please note the calendar below and contact me about possible performance 
dates you would be interested in or any questions you may have!

Christina Howard
Taylor Playback Theatre Director 
christina_goggin@taylor.edu 
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A Piece of My Heart
by Shirley Lauro

February 20th - 22nd, 27th, 28th & March 1st

I Love A Piano
Music & Lyrics by Irving Berlin
April 24th - 26th & May 1st - 3rd

Student Directed Shows
Spring 2015

   
  The Chairs & The Lesson                   Tally's Folly
              by Ionesco            by Lanford Wilson
          January 23 & 24               January 23 & 24
  directed by Callie Haven       directed by Lexie Owen

           'Night Mother              The Dining Room
    by Marsha Norman               by A.R. Gurney
           March 13 & 14                                                    March 20 & 21
directed by Claire Hadley        directed by Haley Kurr


