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TAYLOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

The aims of Taylor University as stated in the catalog have always Included the dual emphasts
on academic excellence and spiritual values. At times In the past the emphasis on splritual velues
has been éadly misinterpreted by the public. If hes d'#oﬂqd our image fato meaning that Taylor is
a schook which trafes only preachers and missionaries. |

o i maﬂhelea frue thot‘spirituul values in this contexi have always had, und stili have, o
special meaning for the Taylos program. We have mcin;ained a @nservative evarigelical postiion
with reference o the Christian church and have set our paitern of interpretation in Wesleyan’
frame of reference. Our philesophy has beea distinctly interdenoniinational , not non-denominational
or undenominationtl aad certainly not anti-denominational, but the emphasis has been on inter.

The Taylor program is and should be broader thcu;a any one denomination. There are 799 church
related colleges in the Uﬁiied States, but our place Is unique among these colleges and ocur progrom
should be sustained and aurtured inihis climate.

As we have pfoiectednur program into the future“ond have anticipated the problems of the
306de=mmr-tive- 1970's, 4theu have bsen times when It has seemed almost essentlel to find some kind
of anchot In the nature of a pa;‘en‘t body for Taylor Universtty, In the receat past there have been
times when it seemed to be a danger that too much of a community anchor would be created or .
cultivated. At times it has seemed thot it would be wise to cultivate a stronger ond more highly
organized church anchor, bui | fhfnk any of thess are desiroble only on the condition that fhe
uniquenass of the Taylor progrcm ¢an be maintoined and that the distincily spisitual quality of this
program of b!gha: education can be perpetuated. Anything which would hinder this or become a
serious obstacle to it wouid certainly be undesirable on the port of both tW and the
administration of the university.

Qur working relationship with the North Indiona Conference of fheAMefhodise Church dnd

with several other denominations has beén helpful and mecningful in the direction and the



A
sirengthening of ous unique position. We should not overlook the pessibility of combining with this
« mc;re careful cultivation of our immediate and larger communities, our broad alumal contact and
our friends aiound the world. | We should not overlook the possibility of adding to our trustee mem-
be#hip dedicdted men from Upland, Marion, Hariford City and other towns in our larger communiéy.
We should coat.inue to strengthen this boord of ttustees, especially in wiew of the foet that 13 is Tn
reality a governing board and Is the real "parent body" of the university.

With the coeperdation of many pecple we have been able to "mop.up" the lgdiona Nertharn
University defoult and the Fort Woyne project with geod resultse An ambitious develepment pro-
gram has been advanced and the prospecis for its implementation seem seclistic and hopeﬁ:l. Now
we can proceed te continue the projection of what has been Taylor Univessitiy's history into the
future and moke ifs benefits available to an increased number of young peopl@ The buildiag pro-
gram which has been projected for the next five to seven years would enable us to eccommodate
up fo a possible enrollment of 1700 to 1800. These prospects are exciting and are a continuation
of what was projected by our advanse planning commifiee of the early 1950%.

it isin hmmony’with these religious and philosophical commitments, and with these cmb?tious
projections for the future that the present faculty and stoff of Taylor University has been reeruited.
it is this to which they commiited themselves when they agreed, many at some material sacrifice,
to join hands with us and glve thelr best effort to this program. lilsa desp commitment With them
that we should serve the evangelical segments of many denominations, for this is educationally os
well as religiously preferable. This unique climate ot Taylor Univessity Is attested to by many, if
not all, of the guests and examiners that visit our campus.

it will be necessary for us to do better in the futwre than we have done in the past in the
matter of welding these evangalical segments of various denominations into a constituency. i
believe we can organize for more effective service in this area. | know of men who wauld be

willing to join us in a sincere effort fo bring this to pass. [ feel that it is necessary for us fo do



e
a similar thing with regard fo fndustry and business. We have men who are familiar with this area
ond whose minisiry could be vesy fruiiful fc_)? vs in this tespect. Since the Associated Colleges of
Indiana have m_ﬂdﬁs\ux to m?mbegshlp, i am gonfi'denf that we con 3L galn our

|('. L .1

proper statuse With industry and In
My own persdnal commitment ls fo this kind of program. Faculty recrultment, student seléc~

tion, public relations, curricular offerings, co-cusricular activities -~ oll of fheso must be con-
ceived in this fsomework of intellectual and spiritual meaning, Ui is this that will enable us o be
fr';;a fo our heritage, to perpetuate the norms of the Christian faith, to prectice Chedstion higher edu-
cation in a religious aimosphere, apd o produce in our graduates a kind of leadership which is

desperately needed by our society and the Kingdom of God.

Milo A. Rediger
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