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WHEN ARE ADSENCHS ®CUTSH?
Hlo A?Mger
In relation to a student's use of class "euts" and a teacher's attitude toward
them, both are really "on their honor." The polioy statement which appears in both
the catalog and the student handbook sebs forth prineiples which vepresent the
intention and the spirit of the regulations, The student who usges hig "euts” in
accordance with the spirit and the stated intention of the system may exercise his
indevendence and cultivate selfwdirection in an honorable memmer, On the other
hand, the student who abuses the system by consuming his "euts" for mere vacations
- from classes because he "has them coming," may, even though he lmeps within the
"letter of the law," be undermining his henor by dissipating his expensive oppor-
tunities, .
Teachers have agreed that, within thissame eontext of spirit and intention,

there will be no penalty for such absence

ing to be rresent for the class discussion and experience. Bub the same considerations
which obligate the teacher to lwep faith with this intent make it obligatory upon
the student t~ use his cuts for the rurposes indicated in the statement, I heliove
that no wmwmmmammmmam%mmmm cuts for s
cholr tour, field trips, church or educational conferences, job interviews, graduate
school admission texts, aporoved athletic trips, et cetera. If, on the other hand,
absences are taken in order o study for tests in other coursesy to "sleep inl or
for some other "irresoonsible" reason, the teacher is not bound by the meeharics of
the gystem any more than the student has been. m«mmzmmmw the
student on the basis of work done, attitudesmanifested, evidences of ﬁm‘h& and
maburity, and vhatever else may be included in the Wmﬁm of mmmme schol-
arship,




-l

Accordingly, the serious student who Wﬁ euabs only when these intentions
are fulfilled would do well to inform his teachers (my office assumes this respon-
sibility relative to approved trips of college groups) of his reasons for the
abgence. This will assure him of the "honora
is meant to provide.

Scome have insisted wpon a "looser” interpretation and application of the plan,
but this is what vitiates its effectiveness and destroys its educationsl value,
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