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Our Mission 

Taylor University is a Christ-centered educational 
institution, and an evangelical, interdenominational 
covenant community committed to advancing life
long learning and ministering the redemptive love 

of Jesus Christ to a world in need. 

Senior Class Verse 
"You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into 
glory. Whom have I in heaven hut you? And earth has nothing I desire 
besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of 

my heart and my portion forever." 

Psalm 73:24-26 (NIV) 



THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 

The year 2007 marks the 161st anniversary of the founding of Taylor University 
in 1846. Forged in the fire of intense religious beliefs, Taylor University was 
destined to become one of the oldest evangelical Christian colleges in America. 
Conceptualized with the conviction that women as well as men should have an 
opportunity for higher education, Taylor University began as Fort Wayne Female 
College in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and then became Fort Wayne College. 

Following the example of Oberlin College (which became the first coeducational 
college in America and the first to award college degrees to women in 1841), Fort 
Wayne College became coeducational in 1855. In 1890, the school merged with 
the Fort Wayne College of Medicine and changed its name to Taylor University in 
honor of Bishop William Taylor. 

In 1893, because of the population boom in the central part of the state, Taylor 
University moved to Upland, Indiana. Nearly 100 years later in 1992, Taylor University re-established its 
presence in Fort Wayne by acquiring Summit Christian College. (Summit had started in 1895 with the 
sponsorship of the Missionary Church Association and the spiritual leadership of Joseph P. Ramseyer and 
Daniel Y. Schultz.) Since 1992, Taylor University has operated two campuses in Indiana: Taylor University 
Upland and Taylor University Fort Wayne. 

Bishop William Taylor became a symbol of the values and ideals of the college. William Taylor was an 
energetic missionary evangelist possessed with unusual vitality of commitment and devotion. His voluminous 
writings, including many books on preaching and missions, and extensive worldwide missionary endeavors 
resulted in his being the first lay pastor to be named a Bishop of the Methodist Church. 

With this heritage, Taylor University entered the twentieth century. Taylor 
University's historian, Dr. William Ringenberg, noted, "The intellectual revolution 
at the turn-of-the-century cracked the spiritual foundations of major universities" 
in America by challenging the role of the Christian worldview. "This, coupled with 
the dehumanizing of education" and the unrest caused by "the inability of secular 
education to guide students in their quest for meaning" helped to further shape, 
strengthen, and define Taylor's Christian educational mission. Since 1846 Taylor 
has been faithful to that mission. 

The institution's administration, faculty, staff and students stand committed to our 
heritage of Christian commitment and academic excellence. 

THE UNIVERSITY SEAL 

Adapted from the original 1922 Taylor seal, the current design provides 
a visual reminder of the mission of Taylor University. Its symbolic 
features represent key elements of the University's heritage. 

The world background represents the continents on which Taylor 
alumni and students serve. The lighted torch symbolizes the light 
of learning and the first of the Holy Spirit carried into all fields of 
service and into all corners of the world. 

The Latin words "lux et fides" or "light and faith" communicate 
the commitment of faith and learning. The date, 1846 records 
the founding of Fort Wayne Female College which later became 
Taylor University. 

Note also the TU or "cross and crucible" on the torch. This logo 
was created by former Taylor University President Dr. Milo A. 
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