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Michigan, announce the arrival of Paul
Cecil, October 30.

Rev. and Mrs. Armin Steiner, Pan-
dora, Ohio, welcomed into their home
an infant son, John Armin, October
31st.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Gard-
ner, Detroit, Michigan, a daughter,
Norma Kay, November 8.

MARRIED

Word has just been received of the
marriage of Miss Thelma Haller to

Mr. Barney Fogg on February 11, 1949.

They are ministering at the Missionary
Church in Cassville, Missouri.

Another happy union is that of Alice
Krcnman to Mr. A. C. Marcussen. The
marriage ceremony was performed in

Toledo, Ohio, on August 17. The bride
and groom are now at home at 3714
Shelbourne Rd., Toledo, Ohio.

Announcement has been made of

the approaching marriage of Miss Ar-
villa Damman, Bryan, Ohio, to Dr.
Bert Siegel, Dallas, Texas. Dr. Siegel
is instructor of Hebrew and Greek in

the Theological Seminary of Dallas,

Texas.

On October 5, Miss Ruth Gerber,
daughter of Prof, and Mrs. C. A. Ger-
ber, was married to Mr. Wilbur Eicher,
son of Rev. and Mrs. P. L. Eicher, at

the First Missionary Church, Fort
Wayne, Indiana. The marriage cere-

mony was performed by the father of

the groom. The couple is now at home
at 922 Nardin Ave., Detroit, Mich.

Miss Elsie Rupp, missionary to Co-
lombia, South America, announces her
engagement to Mr. William Bauman,
also missionary to that field.

On November 2, Miss Mary Schutz
of Bremen, Indiana, was united in mar-
riage to Mr. Howard Lawrence, Lima,
Ohio.

Friends of the Institute will be in-

terested to learn of the recent mar-
riage of Mr. Paul Rager, who is at the

present time pastor of the Swedish
Covenant Church of Peoria, 111.

The Fellowship Circle extends best

wishes to these young people.

INTO HIS MARVELOUS PRESENCE

On November 13th, Brother Henry
Klopfenstein, of Momence, Illinois,

passed away at the home of his daugh-
ter Lois, in Long Beach, California.

Just before his death, Mr. Klopfen-
stein had a wonderful vision of heav-
en. To him death had no sting, but
was a victorious homegoing.
Rev. J. E. Ramseyer and Rev. John

Lauby officiated at the funeral.

The Rev. Alfred Jacob, pastor of the
Missionary Church in Roseville, Mich.,

passed away on November 27th.

Our brother's whole life was one of

true Christian consistency. Daily the
graces of the Spirit were manifested
in his life. While not physically strong,

he yet eagerly responded to every call

of duty. His patient, unmurmuring
spirit hid the seriousness of his weak-
ness, so that we were quite unpre-
pared for his sudden death.

May the God of all grace sustain

Mrs. Jacob in this time of loss.

FOREIGN GLEANINGS

We were happy to have Rev. and
Mrs. C. I. Birkey and their little

daughter, Florence, stay at the Insti-

tute for a six weeks' visit. Their
booking having been cancelled, they
were waiting further orders to sail for

the Congo, where they have labored
a number of years. They received
word that they were to sail November
16 and left us several days before that

time, with pleasant memories of a hap-
py missionary family. We are grate-

ful to God for permitting them to re-

turn to their much loved field.

The many friends of Rev. and Mrs.
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Paul Ummel will be interested in

knowing that they have returned from
Africa for a furlough in the homeland.
At present they are residing in Go-
shen, Indiana.

Rev. and Mrs. Albert Eicher, *31, and
their children, Ann and David, sailed

from San Francisco, November 26th,

via Honolulu, Manilla, to India, We
trust that they will be taken safely

to their appointed field of service.

Traveling more than 2,000 miles in-

land from Capetown to the deep in-

terior of Portuguese West Africa, Miss
Hannah Bracy after a journey of near-
ly a month arrived in Angola the
colony of her destination.

After arriving in Capetown, Miss
Bracy was fortunate enough to meet
another missionary and his family
who had brought over from the states

a new Hudson sedan. They were
headed for a mission station in An-
gola and invited Miss Bracy to accom-
pany them in their automobile for the
trip to the interior.

For the most part, the party was
able to obtain hotel accommodations
for the overnight stops in the small
towns along the way, but occasionally
the best they could do was to attempt
to sleep by the roadside.

Most of the farmers in that area are
engaged principally in cattle and sheep
raising. Thousands of wild beasts were
seen as the auto wended its way over
the rough roads. Herds of zebra, deer,

ostrich, and even three lions were
among the animals sighted by the
party.

Contrary to popular impression con-
cerning the so-called African savage,

most of the farmers as far inland as

a thousand miles owned radios and
kept themselves informed on world
events. Windmills also were a very
common sight.

At the mission station in Lutamo,
where Miss Bracy is temporarily lo-

cated, she reports that the radios own-

ed by missionaries regularly pick up
short wave broadcasting stations in

America. But since they are six hours
ahead of American time, it is neces-
sary to tune in very early in the morn-
ing.

Catherine Gratz writes from Kan-
kan, French West Africa. We quote:

''Each step of the way I have seen
God's faithfulness in my behalf. It

was wonderful how everything work-
ed out. It was just one series of mir-
acles the whole way through.
"We were on the water 15 days.

Real seasickness didn't bother us, so
we enjoyed the whole trip.

"We arrived at Dakar on May 2nd,

but we received word that we were
to go on. After another day at sea,

we reached Conakry, then we traveled
on to Mamou and at last we arrived

in Kankan.

"Kankan is our headquarters and
here is where I started my first mis-
sionary work. Due to the fact that

there was no French teacher available,

I was given the native language to

learn, which is Maninka.

"On the last Friday of each month,
twelve missionaries gather together

for prayer. All work is laid aside, bo

we can spend the entire day in prayer

and praise.

"What a privilege it is to bring the

message to these who know nothing

of the peace of God which passeth all

understanding.

"Pray much for us and the work
these days."

Catherine Gratz, '31.

Mamou via Conakry,
French Guinea,

French West Africa.

My Dear B. I. Friends:

Greetings from Africa to everyone!

It is a pleasure to tell you a little

about my work here. As many of you
may already know, since May of this

year I have been stationed in the

school for Children of Christian and
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Missionary Alliance Missionaries of

French West Africa here at Mamou in

the French Guinea of which Mr. and
Mrs. David Rupp are in charge. My
work primarily is with the white boys
and girls in the school, teaching sev-

eral classes and serving as nurse. There
are 22 children at present, three of

high school age, the rest younger. I

am happy working with my boys and
girls. I say "mine" because I so love
them and because God has called me
to play and work with them and to

care for them in illness. To you it

may not seem as real missionary work.
I once thought the same. But as I

realize that the parents of these boys
and girls would be hindered in doing
extensive missionary work were their

children at home, I feel that the
Mamou Staff is filling a large place.

The total amount of evangelization
done by these parents far surpasses
that which the six of us at Mamou
could do on the field.

I am at present studying two lan-

guages, namely, French and Maninka,
the trade language.

We are surrounded by hills and low
mountains. Much of my time out-

side of school hours is spent in tak-

ing the children out on long hikes
up and down the hilly country side.

Serving as nurse and teacher and
studying at the same time, I am kept
very busy. Pray for the work in

Mamou and for the parents of these

children who are serving Him in field

work.

The Lord bless you all.

Yours in His service,

Prudence Gerber, '39.

JESUS VISITED BY THE
WISE MEN

(Continued from page 13)

proof of the greatness of that
manger Babe. (See also vs. 13,

14, 20, 21, where the order is the
same.)

The Wise Men worshipped the
child, not Mary (v. 11). That
was their purpose of seeking
Him. In this act they expressed
their faith in His deity. God
alone is to be worshipped. They
worshipped silently, humbly,
and reverently — they "fell

down" before Him voluntarily.

The day is coming when all

must bow before Him and con-
fess Him as Lord whether they
wish to or not.

After they had worshipped,
they presented their gifts, gold,

frankincense, and myrrh which
were the best they had. God is

pleased with both, but is more
concerned about our worship.

When they were about to

take their leave for home, God
warned them in a dream not to

return to Herod. Thus Satan's
attempt at the destruction of Je-
sus was completely foiled. God
knows how to deliver His own.

Six hundt*ed and thirty-nine persons
were killed and fifty-nine injured in

the Palestinian troubles in the first

half of 1939. The majority of these
were Arabs.

—

Jewish Missionary Mag-
azine.

Hnmility.—Of all trees, I observe,

God hath chosen the vine, a low plant
that creeps upon the helpful wall; of

all beasts, the soft and patient lamb;
of all fowls, the mild and guileless

dove. Christ is the Rose of the field,

the Lily of the valley. When God ap-
peared to Moses, it was not in the lofty

cedar, nor the sturdy oak, nor the
spreading palm; but in a humble,
slender, abject shrub; as if He would,
by these elections, check the conceited
arrogance of man.

—

Owen Feltham.
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Bible Institute News
SPEAKERS
Once again we praise God for His

goodness in having showered us with
messages through some of His choicest

servants. For the past few months a

group of missionaries home on fur-

lough have been engaged in Conven-
tion work and have used the Bible
Institute as headquarters. We have
been glad to have them with us; their

presence has been a real blessing, and
it has been through some of them
that God has sent definite messages to

us. The missionary parties have in-

cluded: Rev. and Mrs. C. I. Birkey,
who were with us six weeks and now
are sailing to Africa; Rev. and Mrs.
Roy Birkey, Mrs. Rhoda Hinkey, Miss
Elizabeth Hilty of China; and Miss
Elda Amstutz of India.

YOUTH CONFERENCE
A new avenue for winning souls has

been established this year by the stu-

dent body. The first annual Youth
Conference to be conducted by the

school was held at the Central High
School from October 18 to 20. Dr.

L. R. Marston of Greenville, Illinois,

brought four stirring messages empha-
sizing our needs as Christians to move
out of the sheltered, protected areas
of life into a world of need where we
may minister, and also the need of

taking a definite stand for Christ in

a world of compromise and low ideals.

Inspirational singing was led by Mr.
Cyril Reid of Wheaton College. As
the Conference closed we praised God
for spiritual victories won and already
we are eagerly looking forward to the

second annual Youch Conference.

MISSION BAND
We had a very interesting Mission

Band service on November the S^h. A
radio was placed in the chapel and
from 8:30 to 9:00 we tuned in to HCJB,
the radio station in Quito, Ecuador,
under the direction of Clarence Jcnes.

A transcript made in the school chapel
last summer was played in which Mr.
Witmer spoke and Mr. Gerig sang ac-
companied by Mr. Weaver at the organ.
Then, immediately following the tran-
scription, Mr. Jones addressed the Mis-
sion Band audience. He stressed the
tremendous task that lies before us as
Christians and our duty to do some-
thing about it. Preceding the broad-
cast, Mr. Jacob Sheetz, a saxophonist,
gave a brief account of his conversion.

LECTURE
Mr. J. Francis Chase, a commercial

artist from Chicago and a member of

the School Board, gave a lecture one
Thursday evening entitled "Technique
of the Modern Poster." It stirred in

us a new appreciation for good art.

We had as our guests that evening
several students from the Fort Wayne
Art School and South Side High
bchool.

RECITALS

A new feature in the Music Depart-
ment this year is a weekly recital by
voice, piano and organ students in the
chapel of the Institute each Friday
afternoon at 2 o'clock. It is there that

some experience their first case of

stage fright but we have thoroughly
enjoyed the recitals tor they reveal

in many instances faithful and diligent

work.

CHAPEL
Four prayer leaders representing the

five o'ciock prayer group conducted
chapel one moining. Charles Glenn led

the devotions and Geraldme Roth drew
a chalk picture. It was a map of the
world with a lighthou^^e in the center
shedding beams to each continent; and
in eacii coniinent at the end of the

beams a hghied candle was drawn.
Miss Bixel played soft organ numbers
while the picture was being drawn
and at the close Lillian McClaid sang
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"The Light of the World is Jesus."

Fred Kreh then brought a brief mes-
sage urging us to a greater zeal for

missions. God's presence was definite-

ly felt.

EVANGELISTIC TOUR

Since the first of October our be-

loved President and his wife, Mr. and
Mrs. Ramseyer, have been out on a
tour which has taken them to the West
coast. Repeatedly in their letters, they
have praised God for His faithfulness

and goodness to them in their meetings.

We rejoice with them for God's bless-

ing upon their ministry, and we an-

ticipate their scon return to the In-

stitute.

ed with physical nourishment as

an expression of appreciation for

the spiritual blessings received
in song.

Hence Christmas carols and
hymns, handed down through
the centuries, have rekindled
within us a devotion to the Child
of Bethlehem who has establish-

ed peace, love, and joy within
our hearts.

''Glory he to God in the high-
est heavens, and on earth peace
among men in whom He is well
pleased'' (Luke 2:14, Wey.).

NOEL, NOEL

{Continued from page 3-7)

with English folk, but Martin
Luther speaks of singing from
house to house, village to village,

with a carol-party in Germany.
French peasants sang their Noels
in church and homes. In Russia
children, country folk, and
church choirs proclaimed the
"Good News" in song. Not only
in these foreign lands do singers
parade the streets, but in our
own country, serenading on
Christmas Eve has become an
established custom. Who has
not been awakened in a cold still

night by the peaceful, almost
ethereal sounds of "Hark the
Herald Angels Sing" and "Silent
Night"! In some communities
in our land, as in England, the
carolers are invited to the fire-

side and are graciously reward-

EARTH GAVE HIM NO WELCOME

Earth gave Him no welcome,
No shelter, no home,

He slept in a manger.
The inn held no room;

No bed but a manger,
No pillow but hay.

No friends but the oxen
Who watched where He lay.

To seek and to rescue
The dying and lost

He came, to save sinners

At infinite cost;

Despised and forsaken,

Rejected was He

—

Earth gave Him no welcome
But dark Calvary.

Earth gave Him no welcome.
No home, but e'er long

Sin's night shall be ended
And morn hailed with song;

Then earth shall not know Him
Rejected again

—

In power and glory
He Cometh to reign!

. -ttE* : Margaret Clarkson.



THE BIBLE VISION 3S

Praycrlcssness
By A. B. Simpson

According to James 4:2, 3, the

greatest sin of the church is

prayerlessness. It does not say

that there are no desires express-

ed or petitions uttered. The very
opposite is intimated as well as

seen by a reference to the con-

text. With scathing rebuke the

apostle asks, "From whence
come wars and fightings among
you?" Again he charges, "Ye
lust, and have not: ye kill, and
desire to have, and cannot ob-

tain: ye fight and war, yet ye
have not, because ye ask not."

These expressions tell of the

most intense effort to obtain the

selfish heart's desire at any cost,

of a deliberate abandonment to

any unscrupulous method neces-

sary to accomplish ambitious
ends. But it also foretells the
failure of all such effort and the
dashing to the ground of every
wrong desire because it is sought
in a wrong manner; it defies

God; it does not ask His help.

"Ye ask and receive not, because
ye ask amiss, that ye may con-

sume it upon your lusts."

The secret of prayerlessness is

selfishness. If blessings are de-

sired for personal gratification,

there is no consulting of the will

of God or seeking the glory of

God. It betrays the fact that the
petitioner is walking in the flesh

and not in the Spirit. The flesh

has no desire to pray, nor has it

strength for prayer; it does not

rejoice in fellowship with God; it

becomes easily satisfied with the
routine of morning and evening
prayers or the occasional and
perfunctory appeal, but does not

have any heart for the prayer
conflicts which are necessary to

success. The Holy Spirit must
control the whole life if we
would have Him inspire the

prayer life. His groanings and
not our selfish cries bring the an-

swer from heaven. Selfishness is

impossible in the prayer of faith,

and the prayer of faith is im-
possible where there is selfish-

ness.

The Epistle of James bristles

with sharp thrusts at the careless

and the willful. With sternness,

almost to harshness, empty pro-

fession that is not backed by
good works is rebuked. Those
who seek to be leaders and teach-

ers are warned that they assume
great responsibilities and run
great risks. The wrong use of the

tongue is condemned in the most
severe language. The proud and
haughty are reminded that God
resists them while He gives

grace to the humble. The flatter-

er or politician who has respect

of persons for his personal ad-
vantage only is exposed without
mercy. Bitterness, envying and
strife are condemned as earthly,

sensual, and devilish. The
double-minded are warned ta
cleanse their hands and purify
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their hearts in order that they
may have a right to draw nigh to

God. It may be asked whether
these denunciations have any-
thing to do with the subject of

prayerlessness. Someone has
aptly said, "Sin will cause us to

cease from prayer, or prayer will

cause us to cease from sin."

When we face God burdened and
sick, perhaps in body as well as

in heart, we hear Him say, "Con-
fess your faults one to another,

and pray one for another, that ye
may be healed.'' And then there
is added the comforting assur-

ance to the petitioner, "And if

he have committed sins, they
shall be forgiven him.''

Some notable names come to

mind as we think of prevailing
prayer. Andrew Murray did the
church a service which has
scarcely begun to be appreciated,

through his heart-searching ap-
peals for godliness and prayer-
fulness. George Mueller proved
that a penniless man could ac-

complish much more than a

prayerless man. Beginning his

orphanage work in a very
humble, modest way, and pre-

senting his petitions to God, he
gave to the church a convincing
proof that it is not necessary to

resort to the arm of flesh. J.

Hudson Taylor caught a vison of

the vast unevangelized regions
of China, and conceived the idea
that God could thrust forth an
army of laborers into His harvest
through believing prayer. Mod-
esty might compel us to omit

mention of the Alliance move-
ment, but we may be forgiven if

we class ourselves among those
who, in these last days, have de-

clared, both with our lips and
with our methods, that God an-
swers prayer. Other movements
might be mentioned if there
were time and space, and there is

no suggestion of invidious com-
parison by the omission of other
names. The point is merely that

God has, through these various
individuals and agencies, pointed
a way to successful service. And
we cannot forget that these so-

called "faith movements" invari-

ably have begun in obscurity,

even as Paul began his great mis-
sionary campaign in Europe at a
riverside prayer meeting among
a small company of women; and
these modern pioneers, again
like Paul, have advanced upon
their knees.

—

Selected,

"Everywhere, everywhere Christmas
tonight!"

AH, YEA! there are some
Yes, millions and millions,

And ever they come
Who know not that God has lived

among men
Has suffered and died and liveth again
To lead them from darkness to light.

''Everywhere, everywhere Christmas
tonight!"

WOULD GOD IT WERE TRUE
That the millions and millions

The Son of God knew!
Would God that they could all know

freedom from sin.

Could all know the joy of the Christ
Child within,

Then everywhere — Christmas — and
light.

—Annie LAurie Greiner.
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A SAVIOUR BORN

By FHy.Ills Idle

''Unto you is horn this day a Saviour, which is

Christ the Lord/'—Luke 2: 11.

I read one night the story old;

In words somewhat like these 'twas told:
An angel came to earth and spoke
To shepherd men (just common folk)

,

And said aloud: "Fear not, for lo,

Great news of joy I let thee know;
A Saviour's born to men this day,
To carry all their sin away/'

From out the purple dome, the sky,
The angels sang and joy was nigh,

I listened, yes, I heard them sing
Of peace, of hope, a newborn King,

Transjfixed, I stood, my heart aglow
In radiant rapture just to know,

At last a Saviour had been sent
To save a heart from sinning bent,

A new light sprang within my soul—

_

I saw beyond earth's dreams my goal
In Christ—in Him I foimd my need
Supplied by life and life indeed;

Eternal life sped through my soul,

Reached every part and made me whole.

From collection of poems by Miss Idle, entitled "Songs In
the Niffht."

Jl



OPENING OF SECOND SEMESTER
FOR RESIDENCE STUDY

January 24th^ 1941
Students may commence their training at the be-

ginning of the second semester and take courses that are
given in semester units. Applications are now being re-

ceived, and those who may be interested in coming for

the second semester may write to the Registrar.

In the periodic cycles of education, Bible training is

again coming into its own. A genuinely Biblical and
Christian education meets youth's most desperate need—
the need of a true and living faith. To face a world bent
upon self-destruction and to serve a generation that has
lost its way, young people need the certain foundation of

God's Word. For this type of education, a growing num-
ber of young men and women are coming to the halls of

the Bible Institute.

BIBLE INSTITUTE FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

STUDY PERSONAL EVANGELISM
By Correspondence

To lead a soul to Christ is one of the most joyful
experiences that a Christian may have. Yet not all Chris-
tians are soul-winners. They frequently lament their

unfruitfulness but do not xmderstand the reason for their
lack.

Fruitfulness, of an individual or of a church, depends
upon the effective presentation of the Gospel of Christ.

The School of Correspondence offers a thorough
course of training in this divine art. No one can complete
this course without becoming changed as a Christian
worker.

Concerning this or other courses in BIBLE and
ENGLISH address:

THE BIBLE INSTITUTE
SCHOOL OF CORRESPONDENCE

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA


