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Years ago in Muncie, Indiana, my hometown,
there was a pastor named J.C. Williams who
was a civil rights leader, faithful shepherd of
his church, and also a prolific writer of letters
to the editor of our local newspaper. Pastor
Williams’ writing was joyful and optimistic
in tone, and he loved to talk about how he saw
God's hand at work in the community. Each
letter ended with his signature phrase, “I was
there, and I am glad.”
It is tempting sometimes to long for those
days of the past. As Jay Kesler ’58 once said,
“The only thing that makes ‘The Good Old
Days’ ‘The Good Old Days’ is a bad memory.”
In the 1960s and 1970s as Pastor Williams
wrote so glowingly about the different people
and events in whom he saw God’s work, one
U.S. President was assassinated and another
resigned, the nation was mired in a seemingly
endless conflict in Southeast Asia, and the
United States and former Soviet Union
teetered on the brink of a nuclear exchange
over the discovery of ballistic missiles in Cuba.
But Pastor Williams' hope was not in any
temporal situation. It was in the power of God
at work in the lives of people.

We as a community saw His hand in the
provision of a new President, Dr. Michael
Lindsay. As we had the opportunity to
meet him in March, to hear from our Board
members about the search that identified
him, and to hear his testimony of faith, we
were once again reminded that Taylor is in
God's hands.
That has been true for 175 years as God has
worked in the lives of the people whom He
has called to this community to study and
serve.
Fifteen years ago when I became the editor
of Taylor, it was on an interim basis. I don't
really know when that "interim" tag was
removed, but in the most real sense, I am
still an interim, called to steward the work
He has prepared for me to do. This side of
eternity, all of us are.
May God find us each faithful. And may we
hear those words, "Well done!" when we see
His face.
And may we also say, "I was there. And I was
glad."

I see Jesus at work in the lives of my colleagues
and friends at Taylor. I see Him in the lives of
our students, our alumni, and our parents.

James R. Garringer H᾿15
Editor
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Covid numbers waning?
Maybe.
While the nationwide rise of Covid-19 infections and
their subsequent wane has been widely reported, Taylor
University also experienced a rise, then decrease of
reported cases, although that rise and wane may very well
be for reasons that defy a simple explanation.

returned for the January term, the newly-available testing
discovered many asymptomatic cases that were not
detected in the fall of 2020. This testing access makes
comparing case numbers from the fall term to the January
term difficult at best.

Taylor’s Pandemic Reopening Team (PeRT) report on March
5 said four students had tested positive for Covid during
the previous week. It marked the lowest reported number
of infections since the arrival of students for J-Term. The
number contrasted with positive diagnoses of 46, 64, 42,
and 44 students during previous weeks.

Sutherland said while keeping the virus off Taylor’s campus
was an impossibility, the reopening plan was designed
to help mitigate and minimize its impact. He added one
student and several staff members required hospitalization
but had recovered.

From a national perspective, health experts said Covid
trends’ increase and later decrease was due to numerous
factors. Colder weather, increased holiday gatherings, and
a lack of vigilance were among those factors pointing to
the increase. The decrease was broadly attributed to mask
wearing and social distancing, handwashing; an emerging
immunity among those who had previous diagnoses
and recovered; and the growing numbers of vaccinated
Americans as medicines from drug manufacturers Moderna
and Pfizer were being widely distributed.
Exact numbers of infections remain elusive for many
reasons that include untold numbers of people who
contracted the virus but were asymptomatic, or, in some
cases, did not get tested because they thought they were
dealing with influenza, another coronavirus. While the loss
of taste and smell are widely attributed to positive Covid
infections, many who were sickened by the virus, including
some at Taylor, reported no such symptoms.
According to Ron Sutherland ’82, Special Assistant to the
President and Chair of the reopening team, some of those
factors may have been involved in Taylor’s Covid cases.
Additionally, during the fall of 2020, Taylor did not have
testing of students available on campus. When students
4

“We are grateful for the excellent work of the wider
Taylor community who, when faced with the implications
of a worldwide pandemic, demonstrated great care for
our students and a flexible and highly adaptive spirit.”
Sutherland said.
Students who tested positive or had Covid symptoms, took
up residence in locations around the Taylor campus that
included the Dome, the former Haakonsen Health Center,
the Ockenga Honors Lodge, and off-campus locations.
Quarantined students without symptoms were allowed to
stay in their room for their required quarantine.
“While positive diagnoses rose on the Taylor campus and
well beyond during the late-fall and early-winter weeks,
we believe the work of our entire community directly
impacted our campus for the better in that, to date, we
have been able to avoid a campus-wide outbreak that
would have resulted in dozens of hospitalizations and the
closure once again of the campus,” Sutherland added.
“We are in no way ‘out of the woods,’ however. There
is still a critical need for our community members to
remain vigilant and to work within this plan in order that
each member of our extended Taylor family has every
opportunity to remain healthy.”

Rooted
in
Love
“Love prompts more than the
law demands.” When Taylor’s
late and legendary President
Milo Rediger ’39 said those
words more than 50 years ago,
he may not have imagined
that they would impact a new
generation of students in 2021
and during a global pandemic.
The Benevolence Project, launched
this spring by Taylor Student
Organization (TSO) President and Vice
President, Emmanuel Terrell ’21 and
Anna Craig ’21, was inspired last year
by those words, said Craig. She noted
the impact of past student leaders,
Anders Soderquist ’20, Tali Valentine
’20, and Stephanie Mithika ’19, and the
tone they set during their terms of
service on TSO.
Terrell, a Film and Media Production
major from West Humble Park,
Illinois, said 17 envelopes, one
for every TSO Executive Cabinet

member, were first distributed to
those members, each containing a
note with a Bible verse related to
a fruit of the Holy Spirit. In turn,
that student then was asked to
perform some small act of kindness
for someone else, write a note of
encouragement with the Scripture
passage, then perform some tangible
demonstration of care. With that
done, the envelope passes to another
person on campus.
“It is a random act of kindness or
prompt to someone you don’t know,
or do know,” Terrell said. “You don’t
tell them why you are doing it. The
goal is for the envelopes to reach all
2,000 Taylor students and faculty
– to spread from something small
to something grand. Because it’s so
simple we hope it goes beyond here,
and beyond our year at Taylor, and
continues to grow.”

Emmanuel Terrell and Anna Craig
serve as Taylor’s student body
President and Vice President.

“Emmanuel and I really wanted to
launch it in the fall, but with all the
adjustments and figuring it out and
everything, this is the time it got
feet,” said Craig, a senior Political
Science, Philosophy, and Economics
major from Warsaw, Indiana. “I
want to encourage people to see the
people who are in front of them. It’s
so easy, especially in our culture
today, to be alienated and detached
from loving our neighbor. With the
commandment to love the Lord
with all our hearts, and minds, and
souls, and strength, and to love our
neighbor as ourselves, we sometimes
see that as a really big, grand thing.
But it is also very simple in that we
can love the person who is next to us,
and a lot of time that is the person
down the hallway, or the DC staff,
people who work in the student
center, or even people you’ve never
met.”

5

Taylor’s two satellites were launched into
space aboard the NG-15 Cygnus spacecraft
and Antares rocket that lifted off from the
NASA Wallops Flight Facility in Virginia.

NEWS

NEWS

NASA
LAUNCHES
TAYLOR
SATELLITES
Two small satellites, Sat8 and Sat9,
which were designed and built at
Taylor University, successfully blasted
into near-space orbit February 20.
It marked the fifth and sixth time
satellites from Taylor were launched.

to communications networks and “The students excelled, interacting live
the measurement of weather in online with each other, and moreover
the low-space realm.
directly with hardware back in the labs
sitting on a bench right here in our Euler
The senior Voss, who is a
Science Complex,” Cartwright said. “It
pioneer of this form of satellites, was phenomenal to watch these students
said ThinSats travel in a region
‘write code’ from as far away as Washington
of the atmosphere that is
State, compile, execute, and test their
important for climate and
assumptions while not even hands-on with
forecasting weather in space,
the hardware.”
but rarely studied because
For many years, Taylor Physics and
atmospheric drag makes it hard Dr. Stefan Brandle, Computer Science
Engineering students have gotten head starts to keep satellites there.
and Engineering Department co-chair,
on their graduate studies and professional
echoed Cartwright’s sentiments. “I’m
careers working under the tutelage of faculty
Rob Cartwright, the Resource
really proud of the consistently good work
members including Emeritus Professor Dr.
Manager in Taylor’s physics
done by our students,” he said. “Very few
Hank Voss. After his retirement from Taylor,
and engineering lab and
undergraduates in the nation have the
Voss, his son Matt ’07, and former Taylor staff
staff leader for Sat8, said an
opportunity to participate in building a
member Jeff Dailey formed NearSpaceLaunch, unforeseen benefit from the
satellite, let alone building two satellites
an enterprise based in Upland that works with Covid-19 pandemic was that
in just one year. I strongly suspect the
government, companies, labs, and universities students could work remotely
presence of a satellite project or two on
around the nation to create small satellites
and collaboratively via Zoom
a résumé gives prospective employers
(CubeSats, MicroSats, and ThinSats) for launch and other meeting platforms,
something of interest to ask about during
on vehicles ranging from NASA and the United which allowed them to staff
an interview.”
States Air Force to private businesses. The
multiple projects and cut the
satellites previously launched have contributed time such work may have taken
in the past.
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Commencement 2020 was delayed
by three months after the Covid-19
pandemic forced last year’s shutdown.

COMMENCEMENT SET FOR MAY 15
Taylor University officials have announced the 2021
Commencement service is planned for May 15, at 10:00 am.
The featured speaker will be Walter Kim, the President of the
National Association of Evangelicals (NAE).
The May 15 date is a week earlier than the traditional
date, the reasons being the earlier start date for Spring
Semester and a one-day, rather than week-long, Spring
Break.
Planners say Commencement will be held in the Kesler
Student Activities Center (KSAC) Fieldhouse with
distancing protocols and face mask requirements, this
following approval from state and local health officials.
For a number of years, Commencement was held at
Turner Field, formerly known as Wheeler Stadium.
Uncertainties about springtime weather in Indiana, and
even exceptionally warm and sunny conditions, forced
planners to move the event into the KSAC Fieldhouse,
where, even though it was warm, the weather would not
be as significant a factor.

The decision was underscored several years ago when
a severe thunderstorm lashed the area immediately
following Commencement.
“Commencement is a day of celebration and the crowning
achievement for our graduating students,” said Dr.
Michael Hammond ’92, Taylor’s Provost and Executive
Vice President. “We consider Commencement as one of
Taylor’s ‘high holidays,’ meaning that it is a high-profile
day marked with importance and spiritual significance for
our community. As Covid infection rates continue to fall
and we see businesses and public spaces reopen, we are
confident that Taylor University will be able to host this
event in a way that honors God and places a memorable
capstone on the stellar educations our students have
received.”
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Travel limited, but
contributions are
worldwide
Dr. Alexis Armstrong
(Education) participated in retraining sessions with the Council
for the Accreditation of Educator
Preparation (CAEP). This is
part of the Taylor Education
Department’s upcoming
reaccreditation.
Professor Michael C. Bowman
(Chemistry) coauthored
Conclusive Determination of
Ethynyl Radical Hydrogen
Abstraction Energetics and
Kinetics, for the publication
Molecular Physics; and
Dibridged, Monobridged,
Vinylidene-Like, and Linear
Structures for the Alkaline
Earth Dihydrides Be2H2, Mg2H2,
Ca2H2, Sr2H2, and Ba2H2, for the
publication Inorganic Chemistry.
Corey Cooper ’06 (Associate
Director of Enterprise Systems)
attended the Higher Education
Systems and Services Consortium
(HESS) virtual conference. HESS
has grown to 200 member schools
in its six-year existence and has
allowed Taylor to leverage some
significant discounts to software
and faculty service contracts.
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Drs. Daniel A. King (Chemistry),
Carie A. King (English), Daniel
G. Hammond (Chemistry), and
Patricia L. Stan (Chemistry)
coauthored Using Scientific
Literature to Affect Students’
Identification with the Scientific
Discourse Community. The
article was published by Journal
of Chemical Education.

Dr. Philip Grabowski (Sustainable
Development) is a member of the newlyformed international Earthkeeping
Community of Practice, which is hosted by
the Christian Reformed Church in North
America (CRCNA). The community is
comprised of Christian missionaries and NGO
workers committed to good stewardship
of God’s creation. Grabowski also coauthored the online article: Sustainable
agricultural intensification and genderbiased land tenure systems: an exploration
and conceptualization of interactions.
It appeared in the International Journal
of Agricultural Sustainability. During fall
semester, Grabowski partnered with faculty
at Universidad de Azuay (Cuenca, Ecuador) in
a collaborative online international learning
program with his Sustainable Agriculture and
Food Systems course.

Dr. Richard Smith (Biblical
Studies) wrote David’s Ethic of
Togetherness and Its Victims,
a chapter of the soon-tobe-published Cambridge
Companion to the Hebrew Bible
and Ethics.

Dr. Melissa Jessup (Director of Special
Education) and Instructor April Dickey
(Director of Transition to Teaching) are
creating the curriculum for a new intense
intervention program in special education.

Professor Laura (Brocker
’09) Stevenson (Art) led six
Illustration and studio art
students who designed and
painted a two-story mural for
Mama Pearson’s Soaporium in
Gas City. The students were
financially compensated for the
painting work via a grant from
the Taylor Women’s Giving Circle.

Dr. Daniel Kaluka (Chemistry), coauthored
Resonance Raman Spectroscopic Studies of
Peroxo and Hydroperoxo Intermediates in
Lauric Acid (LA)-Bound Cytochrome P450 119
in the Journal of Inorganic Biochemistry.

Drs. Peter Staritz and
Josiah McClurg (Physics and
Engineering) led a team of
students who explored the
development of a virtual reality
interface for walking, running,
and climbing. The students each
focused on a subsystem of the
proposed interface, learning,
conducting analyses and design.
They hope to continue the work
this summer.

Ars Machina
The 2020 pandemic year will be
remembered for many things, many of
them negative. But it was not a lost year,
and there were numerous examples of
those who found creative ways around
the realities of Covid to achieve on a scale
not yet conceived. One was Ars Machina, a
virtual art exhibit hosted in the Metcalf
Gallery and organized by Taylor Assistant
Professor of Art James Miles.
The exhibit consisted of computergraphic images (CGI) that were
submitted from around the world
by artists from India and Spain to
Argentina, the Dominican Republic, and
the United States. Those who viewed and
participated in the exhibit experienced
virtual 3-D demonstrations and otherworldly gallery prints originally inspired
in the minds of their respective creators.
“To paraphrase J. R. R. Tolkien, God is
the Creator with the capital C, and we
are creators in the lower case,” Miles
said. “We are sub-creators, alive with
fascination and exploration of the
systems, patterns and materials of his
already created order … artists use their
tools to show, say, express, explore,
examine, interrogate, discuss, debate,
depict, portray, illuminate, obscure,
criticize, challenge, praise, acknowledge,
and remember.
“This is the work of the artist (and) the
reason we call the products ‘artworks,’”
Miles added “For the believer, all those
processes refract through the overriding
conviction that God’s work came first
and continues all about and through us.”

9

Influencers and
Ambassadors

of

Whether it’s “giving back” or funding the journey of the next student
or even an emotional investment due to fond memories of one’s own
university experience, Giving Days/Weeks have become a key engagement
tool for higher education. And one of the best aspects of a campaign of this
type is the ability to make the act of giving personal and relatable.

This spring, we hope you’ll engage with us in Taylor’s Week of Giving (May
3-7) called, I Love TU Week. Gifts to the Taylor Fund are the most effective
way to make a Taylor education possible for young Christian men and
women. In anticipation of this opportunity, we’re profiling an alumnus
whose story expresses the ever-widening circle of impact a Taylor
education provides. It’s the Taylor effect, and the reason for “Why Taylor?”
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The Taylor effect for alumnus Nate Kirsch
’11 began the day he began calling
Taylor’s 950 acre campus “home.” Within
a community of like-minded students,
faculty, and staff, Kirsch began to build
friendships, develop spiritually, and be
equipped as a knowledgeable, skilled
professional. For Kirsch, Taylor was a
place of “belonging and becoming” while
pursuing his life’s purpose, eager to
participate in God’s redemptive mission.
Nate Kirsch is a servant leader whose life
is bringing beauty to a broken world.
The following condensed article was
written by Victoria Lawson ’21, and
appeared on Taylor’s website in 2020.
Math teacher Nate Kirsch fell in love with
mathematics at Taylor and eventually
used his degree to enter a transition
to teaching program called Memphis
Teacher Residency. Kirsch now teaches at
Whitehaven High School in Memphis. And
in 2020, he won the Milken Educator Award,
a national award known in education
circles as the “Oscar Award of teaching.”
As a student, Kirsch steered his efforts
away from education because he couldn’t
envision himself waking up early to teach.
He laughs at the irony.
As his classes at Taylor grew more
advanced, his appreciation for math
increased exponentially. He says his
professors played a significant role in his
story, as they introduced him to the idea
that math could be beautiful, elegant, and
bring him closer to the infinite God who
brings order from chaos. “Taylor fostered
a love for math for me. It pushed and
challenged me far beyond the level I had
been pushed in high school,” Kirsch adds.
“The math department is rigorous but also
supportive, so I felt challenged yet also
equipped to take on anything.”

Nate Kirsch speaks to a convocation at his
high school in Memphis, Tennessee.

Following graduation Kirsch investigated a career
in missions and as an actuary before realizing what
he looked most forward to was volunteering in his
church’s youth group. Curious about what teaching
math might look like for himself, he called a good
friend from Taylor who was teaching math at the time.
Kirsch was encouraged to consider the Memphis
Teacher Residency (MTR) program. MTR seeks to
help close the education gap by training teachers for
under-resourced communities.
The more Kirsch learned about the program and
transitioning to teaching math, the more excited
he became. He thought it was a perfect blend of
missions, math, and helping high school kids. “Being
able to use the talents and passions I have to be a
small piece of solving a major issue in our country
was pretty exciting to me.” Kirsch was accepted
into MTR’s competitive program, where he received
continued education, valuable mentorship, and a
master’s degree in Urban Education.
The hardest part of his job is seeing his students go
through difficult times. “The best part is also the
worst part – you fall in love with these kids and form
these strong bonds, but that makes it hurt more when
you see them dealing with all the challenges that
come their way. You can’t be a good teacher if you’re
not in the trenches, and if you’re in the trenches
you’re going to get hit with some shrapnel. But you’ll
also build deep relationships.”

"You can’t be a
good teacher
if you’re not in
the trenches,
and if you’re in
the trenches
you’re going
to get hit with
some shrapnel.
But you’ll also
build deep
relationships.”
Kirsch is disappointed when
the first questions he is asked
about teaching in the inner
city are about violent behavior
or fatherlessness. “They
care about their education
and they are just incredible
humans who have unlimited
potential if Christians would
be motivated to come and
to teach them,” Kirsch said.
“They would love to learn and
would love to be prepared to
change the world and their
communities.”
To read the full story, visit:
https://www.taylor.edu/news/
mathematics-alumnus-winsmilken-educator-award
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Junior forward Jason Hubbard was selected to the Crossroads
League’s first team while teammate C.J. Penha made the second team.

BASKETBALL.
COVID.
OVERCOMING.
For Taylor’s head basketball
coaches, Josh Andrews (men) and
Jody Martinez (women), the 20202021 basketball season was far
from a certainty for more than the
obvious reason. With Covid, there
was uncertainty whether there
would or would not be a season,
even in mid-autumn. But another
obstacle both teams had to deal
with was of more normal origins –
youth and inexperience following
graduation losses last spring.

with a 30-4 record and advanced to the
Sweet 16 round. It was as the women were
lacing up for practice when Martinez learned
the tournament had been cancelled.

I’ve been proud to coach them. I’d
love to think the adversity from this
year will pay dividends down the
way.”

“We had five seniors, and I had to tell them,
‘I’m sorry to say this, but your season just
ended.’ All the time you invested and the
pandemic took it away,” he said. “The lesson
we learned was you can’t take anything for
granted. We chose to have an attitude of
gratefulness, that every day is a gift, and we
enjoy it.”

On the women’s side, Taylor’s team
was the only women's team in the
conference to avoid a positive test
or quarantine to date.

“I’ve been telling people, ‘We’re
young and dumb this year,’” said
Jody Martinez, Taylor’s Head
Women’s Basketball Coach. “When
you graduate five senior starters
you don’t know what to expect. This
group is pretty amazing, really. They
work hard every day.”

Josh Andrews, Taylor’s Head Men’s Basketball
Coach, credited his team’s resilience and
attitude during an up-and-down season
punctuated by wins over nationally-ranked
teams, lopsided losses to others, and
interruptions because of positive Covid tests
or exposure to others who tested positive.

Martinez said a particularly
painful memory from last season’s
premature end set the tone for their
approach this year. The 2019-2020
team had advanced to nationals
12

“Basketball is a rhythm game. You’ve got to
prepare and do enough live repetitions to
feel good about game day,” Andrews said. “It
makes it tough. It makes guys’ roles change
on the fly and it puts responsibilities on other
guys. I think our guys have done a good job.

“Our women have done great with
the restrictions. We haven’t had it
yet. We’ve had games cancelled
because of other teams’ Covid
issues,” Martinez said. “We prayed
that we could finish the season
playing a game, not because of
Covid.”
“We are grateful to have had a
season,” said Andrews. “Last spring
and summer we just didn’t know,
and even into the fall there was
speculation. We have been able to
pull it off. Praise God for that.”

13

A CHANGED HEART.
A TRANSFORMED LIFE
AND UNIVERSITY.
THE CUENCA ECUADOR PROGRAM
By Dr. John Moore ’73

Being asked to write a short piece
for the Taylor magazine on how the
Ecuador Program has impacted me and
Taylor University is very much like
being asked, “How was your Lighthouse
trip or mission trip?” Short? How
can I quantify with just a few words
something so impactful? Actually, the
answer is the simplest and the most
profound. It is a work of God.
We tend to see the moments of our
lives as coincidental and unrelated,
that is, until we can reflect afterward
and see God’s hand was in it all along.
What seemed like an interruption or
happenstance to me was actually God
laying a foundation, preparing my
heart (and hearts at Taylor University),
and opening doors. So as the Israelites
in the Old Testament set up pillars of
remembrance to remind them and
future generations of God’s provision
and goodness, this is my pillar.

14

I had never imagined myself in South
America. I wasn’t particularly burdened for
Latin American culture and I didn’t even
speak Spanish. But it was after we served in
the Irish Studies Program in 2002 that I, my
wife, Cathy, and our son, Daniel, found our
hearts and interests beginning to change.
Desiring to grow into that experience, we
applied to host an international exchange
student. That led to our friendship with and
hosting of Diego Esteban Palacios Vivar, a
high school student from Cuenca, Ecuador.
What we did not realize was that God was
already at work in Ecuador. We got a glimpse
of that before Diego’s arrival when we
received a phone call from Diego’s pastor in
Cuenca. As it happened, Diego’s family, who
shared our faith, had been praying that God
would provide a good family for their son. We
were increasingly sensing God at work, but
what did it mean?
After Diego went home, we began to explore
ways to reconnect with him and learn more

about his home setting. That led to
my leading a team of Taylor Biology
pre-med majors to Cuenca on a
J-term Lighthouse trip. Desiring
to make sure our students would
be safe, I sent a questionnaire
with 40 questions written in
English to Diego’s father, Dr. Marlo
Vivar Palacios. Thinking it would
take perhaps a month to get my
answers, to my surprise I received
his response, in English, in just
two days. We would be hosted by
the Verbo (Arco) Church Fundación
Hogar del Ecuador, which was home
to the Ecuadorian Global Health
Outreach program for the Christian
Medical and Dental Association.
When he began his Taylor
presidency in 2005, Dr. Gene
Habecker ’68 brought with him
a deep desire to expand Taylor’s
global reach. This provided fertile
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ground for more Lighthouse
trips to Ecuador; expanded
Taylor community involvement;
partnerships with Verbo, other
universities, and civil authorities;
semester-long programming; and a
language institute.
The Verbo/Arco Iglesia Cristiana
has been the key and strongest
partner from the beginning. Just as
we sensed God’s leading into this
new area, they also believed God
was leading them to collaborate
with Taylor University. Arco is
a growing, thriving church with
three campuses in the Cuenca area
where about 3,000 worshippers
gather and have fellowship. While
I’ve described a string of open doors
and green lights along this journey,
there have been some speedbumps.
One of those was 13 years ago
when one of our students left their
group to hike in the mountains
and became lost. For 29 hours we
prayed fervently – Arco and Taylor,
as well as the student’s family –
as civil authorities conducted a
search for him. Our prayers were
answered when he found his way
to a roadside and was picked up
and returned to the Taylor team.
Through that difficult situation, the
bond grew even stronger between
our Ecuadorian friends and Taylor
as the Lord used even that incident
for His purposes.
The Lord has built this house of
people and institutions which are
committed to a central purpose
of honoring the Lord their God.
Taylor, Arco, and UDA stand as a
unified group that desires to serve
each other as well. There is now
an independent non-profit in
Cuenca called the Fundación Taylor
del Ecuador which is run by the
Executive Director Ms. Maria de

Lourdes Larrea. This body coordinates all the
financial and programmatic aspects between
the three institutes. To date, more than 500
of our students have traveled to Ecuador to
study, serve, and learn what God is doing
in the lives of these brothers and sisters. A
number of students from Cuenca, including
Maria’s son, who graduated and went to
medical school before returning to Cuenca,
have made the journey to Upland and Taylor
University.
This became even more aware to me on
the visit last spring when Taylor’s Spencer
Centre for Global Engagement invited our
Interim President Dr. Paige (Comstock ’77)
Cunningham to visit the program and meet
the partners. In March, just before we closed
down for Covid, our partners in Ecuador
– the Fundación Taylor del Ecuador with
the Iglesias Arco, The Fundación Hogar del
Ecuador, and the Universidad del Ecuador
Azuay – honored Taylor University and me
for 15 years of program partnership and
friendship.

How incredibly humbling. To God
alone be the glory. I am reminded of
a quote from A. W. Tozer, and I thank
God for not only changing my heart
but providing for all of us a radiant life
in the light of His face.
The presence and the manifestation of
the presence are not the same. There can
be the one without the other. God is here
when we are wholly unaware of it. He is
manifest only when and as we are aware
of His presence. On our part there must be
surrender to the Spirit of God, for His work
it is to show us the Father and the Son. If
we cooperate with Him in loving obedience,
God will manifest Himself to us, and
that manifestation will be the difference
between a nominal Christian life and a life
radiant with the light of His face.
A.W. Tozer
The Pursuit of God.
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YOU HAVE HEARD THAT
IT WAS SAID, “LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AND HATE YOUR
ENEMY.” BUT I TELL YOU,
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND
PRAY FOR THOSE WHO
PERSECUTE YOU, THAT YOU
MAY BE CHILDREN OF YOUR
FATHER IN HEAVEN.
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Attaining
Perfection

Dr. Jeff Aupperle
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On January 6, I was shaken as
I watched the violence that
enveloped our nation’s capital. It
is safe to say we all were. In the
days since then I have felt God’s
challenge in my heart to reflect
deeply on Jesus’ call to love our
enemies from the Sermon on the
Mount. In fact, I’ve spent the last
few years studying the Sermon on
the Mount and inviting students
to study it with me.
Polarization. We see it, we hear
about it, sometimes we are even
confronted with it. Imagine two
individuals, or groups, forcefully
pushing further and further away
from the other. Imagine two
individuals, or groups, forcefully
pushing further and further away
from the other. Jesus describes
this progression in the Sermon
on the Mount. It begins with
disagreement, continues to anger,
marginalization, contempt, and
finally rejection. Jesus knew that
the further we remove our foes
from us, the less human they
would become in our hearts and
minds. And once we’ve begun the
process of separating one another
from our shared humanity, we
become increasingly incapable
of seeing the image of God in our
brothers and sisters.
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The realities of a global pandemic
and the tension of the political
arena have created the conditions
for us to easily identify and
label those we consider to be
“enemies.” Labels and groupings
are attractive to us because they
are easy, and let us take thinlyveiled shots from our safe position
behind a wall of generalization.
When we arrive at our own
conclusions about who is right
and who is wrong, it can lead us
to move beyond who may be a
personal enemy to entire groups
of people.
When we read this oft-cited
exhortation of Jesus to love our
enemies, the temptation is to take
mental shortcuts to identify who
our enemies are. I sometimes
think of ideological foes whom
I’ve never met. I believe Jesus
had something deeper in mind.
The Sermon on the Mount, in
fact, Jesus’ ministry, was about
proximity. His disciples learned
His ways by literally walking next
to him and being with Him in the
momentous, as well as mundane
moments. Jesus accentuated the
commandment from the law to
love our neighbors – those next
to us – because how we love them
is not defined in just the grand
gestures, but in the daily graces.

IF THERE WAS EVER A
TIME TO EMBRACE JESUS’
COMMAND TO LOVE OUR
ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR
THOSE WHO PERSECUTE US,
IT IS HERE AND NOW. OUR
WITNESS IN THE WORLD
DEPENDS ON OUR CAPACITY
TO DO SO. ARE WE AS
CHRIST ’S AMBASSADORS
RECOGNIZED BY HOW WE
OPPOSE PERCEIVED ENEMIES,
OR HOW WE LOVE THEM?
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Jesus staked the witness of the
church around this kind of love:
By this will all people know you are my
disciples, if you love one another. This
principle on proximity applies
to our enemies as well. In fact,
“enemies” and neighbors often
have a lot in common and are
much closer to us than we may
think.
Perhaps it is the person who
always seems to make us feel
small, or conveniently forgets to
invite us, or says one thing when
they are with us, but something
else when others are around. In
the pre-marital counseling that
my wife Rachel and I often do,
we share the sometimes painful
reminder that the people who
have the knowledge and capacity
to love us the most are also the
ones with the knowledge and
capacity to hurt us the most. It
can be really hard to love someone
who has hurt you. Especially if
they did it in a premeditated
fashion.
It’s been hard to love one another
well in recent days. There’s less
human touch, less time together,
less of our faces that we’re
showing the world. Political
arguments don’t feel like political
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arguments; they feel like morality
arguments, or even salvation
arguments. Yes, there are points upon
which God calls us to faithfulness,
either as advocates or winsome, loving,
Christ-like opposition. But if there
was ever a time to embrace Jesus’
command to love our enemies and
pray for those who persecute us,
it is here and now. Our witness in
the world depends on our capacity
to do so. Are we as Christ’s
ambassadors recognized by how
we oppose perceived enemies, or
how we love them?
The command to love one’s
enemies comes at the conclusion
of a series of stark contrasts
between the old way of
rightness under the law, and
the pronouncement of a new
kingdom reality of which Jesus
is the Author and the Finisher.
Six times, Jesus returns to the
same statement to illustrate
this contrast: “You have heard it
was said … but I tell you.” These
six contrasts are not separate,
they are linked, one to another,
in a progression. And so it is no
surprise that this preposterous
nonsensical idea that we not only
would tolerate our enemies, but
that we would make full effort
to display our love and affection

for them comes at the end as
Jesus reaches the pinnacle
of contrasts that reveal just
how revolutionary this new
kingdom will be.
As far as the law was concerned,
when it came to what the law
said about enemies, the old way
of thinking was simple. Our
enemies seek our destruction,
so we seek theirs. Jesus, on the
other hand, tells us to love our
enemies and to carry that love
through with the highest act
of love, prayer for them. This
kind of radical contrast rescues
us from the false ideas of “sin
management.” It reframes our
thinking from seeing God’s
word as a list of mere negations
or prohibitions into a radical
form of love that results in
what theologian Dallas Willard
describes as an, “astonishing
positive regard for our
neighbor, whom we are to love
as God loves.”
This is why Jesus is drawing a
contrast between the law and
kingdom love that he has come
to introduce. He has not come
to abolish the law – the law is
beautiful. However, the law is
incapable on its own to produce
the kind of righteousness
to which Jesus is calling us.

The only way is through
relationship with Jesus.
Discipleship. A transformation
of our hearts.
In Matthew 5:48, Jesus gives a
command that has perplexed
believers for two millennia:
Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.
If we pull that verse out of
context and introduce it in
isolation it is nonsensically
impossible. Perfect? As God? Who
would be so blasphemous to
believe they could aspire to
such a lofty ideal? And yet, if
we illuminate this in the light
of the transformative action
of loving our enemy we realize
that Jesus is not establishing
an unreachable bar, rather he’s
inviting us to participate in the
perfect love of God. When our
hearts are transformed through
our relationship with Jesus and
we genuinely choose to love our
enemies instead of hate them,
in that moment, we are joining
in, and participating in the
perfection of God’s love.
Dr. Jeff Aupperle is the Director
of the Calling and Career Center
at Taylor University.
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David Hnanga practices on the Bösendorfer
grand piano in Taylor’s Recital Hall as his mentor
and piano professor Dr. Leon Harshenin watches.

A S D AV I D H N A N G A ’ 2 1 WATC H E D T H E N E W S
R E P O R T S S H O W I N G T H E L AT E S T M I L I TA RY
C R A C K D O W N I N H I S H O M E N AT I O N O F B U R M A ,
HE REMEMBERED THE PLACES, SIGHTS, SOUNDS,
A N D P E O P L E W H O M H E H A D V I S I T E D I N J A N U A RY
2 0 2 0, J U S T P R I O R TO T H E C O V I D -1 9 L O C K D O W N .
B E I N G M O R E T H A N 8 ,0 0 0 M I L E S AWAY, A N D
DEALING WITH COMPETING FEELINGS OF
H E L P L E S S N E S S A N D S O R R O W, A L L H E C O U L D D O
WA S WATC H . B U T H E C O U L D A L S O P R AY.

TRUSTING
IN GOD’S
PROVISION

The nation of Burma, or Myanmar, its
name following a military takeover in
1989, is home to more than 100 ethnic
groups. The predominantly Buddhist
nation has been the subject of U.S. State
Department focus for its persecution of
religious minorities including Muslims
and Christians. A fresh wave of unrest
recently made landfall on the Southeast
Asian nation when the military removed
the nation’s democratically-elected
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and executed
a crackdown on demonstrations in the
capitol city of Naypyidaw and other
cities throughout the country. While the
United Nations has adopted the Myanmar
name, the United States has continued to
recognize the nation as Burma, which is
also the name several Taylor students from
that nation, including Hnanga, prefer.

Hnanga and his family are Chin, a
predominantly Christian, Sino-Tibetan
ethnic group in Burma. The Chin
embraced Christianity as a result of
the work of British missionaries more
than 100 years ago. Because of growing
persecution for their beliefs, Hnanga’s
parents sent him and several siblings
to the neighboring nation of Malaysia,
where, even though it meant they would
live as refugees, they would at least be safe.
Beyond the social realities faced by
his family, Hnanga struggled with his
eyesight and health as a child. His life
and education were interrupted when
his family fled Burma. While living as
a refugee afforded few opportunities to
pursue fine arts, like music, Hnanga was
able to learn the piano when he was 12
years old.

James R. Garringer H’15
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“ I J U S T H A D T H AT
FA I T H T H AT G O D
WA S C A L L I N G M E
TO G O T O TAY L O R ,”
H E R E M E M B E R E D. “ I
A P P L I E D AT I N D I A N A
UNIVERSITY AND
BETHEL (COLLEGE),
BUT I JUST FELL
IN LOVE WITH
TAY L O R . I L O V E D T H E
C O M M U N I T Y. I O N LY
S P E N T A D AY H E R E
BUT I LOVED CHAPEL ;
I K N E W T H AT T H I S
WA S W H AT G O D WA S
C A L L I N G M E T O D O.”
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After immigrating to the
United States, Hnanga
attended high school in
Indianapolis, Indiana,
where he continued to
hone his musical talents;
but, just as significantly,
was introduced to Act Six, a
program embraced by Taylor
University six years ago.
Act Six gives scholarship
opportunities to students
from diverse backgrounds
who show leadership
potential and promise.
Hnanga’s love of music was
growing and the opportunity
to attend college would
enhance that growth, leading
him to apply to several
different colleges in Indiana.
One of those was Taylor.

began to struggle with selfcomparison and doubt. Unlike
his friends, he did not have
the benefit of years of musical
training and specialized
lessons. His less-than-settled
childhood also resulted in
challenges in the classroom.

But it was longtime Professor
of Music Dr. Leon Harshenin
who offered advice that
began to change the arc of
his life. “He said, ‘Hey, David,
don’t compare yourself to
others. Know who you are
and where God has put you.’
That is something I won’t
ever forget,” Hnanga related.
“He said, ‘I know that, in a
way, empirically, you are
behind, but that does not stop
you from pushing yourself.
Don’t compare yourself to
“I just had that faith that
others. Just keep going. Focus
God was calling me to go to
on yourself. You’ve got it.
Taylor,” he remembered. “I
Embrace who you are.’ I’m
applied at Indiana University glad that he pushed me that
and Bethel (College), but I just way.”
fell in love with Taylor. I loved
the community. I only spent a Hnanga, who will graduate
day here but I loved chapel; I
this spring with a degree in
knew that this was what God Music, has been active in the
was calling me to do.”
Taylor Chorale and in chapel
bands. It has been in the
When he arrived at Taylor,
chapel setting that Hnanga
Hnanga felt loved and
increasingly felt affirmation
embraced by his classmates,
from the Taylor community.
getting caught up (as he says) In one instance, a member
in numerous community
of another chapel band told
building events. Yet, as he
him, “That was the best
grew to know and love his
worship I’ve ever been a part
newly-found friends, Hnanga of at Taylor.”

“Someone will come up to me out
of nowhere and say, ‘Hey, are you
one of the people who lead chapel?’
This is not something where I go up
there and sing and then am done
with it,” he said. “But rather, God
works through those times and
impacts someone’s life through
those songs and scripture readings.
That is something I can see that God
is doing, and His provision is always
there.”
Hnanga is now going through the
process of applying to graduate
school. He credited faculty
members like Harshenin, as well
as Jon Cavanagh ’98, Kevin Diller
’93, and Jo Ann (Kinghorn ’71)
Rediger, whose impact in his life
will shape his work and ministry
in the years to come. Even amidst
the turmoil that grips his home
nation, Hnanga’s desire is to return
to Burma to use his gifts to foster
that same love of music that has
impacted his life.
“Knowing and understanding the
grace of God, and more fully seeing
the work that He has done and the
purpose of my life and what He
wants me to do – Taylor has helped
me to do that,” he said. “This is the
Lord’s story that He put in my heart
and He put in my life. There are
times and moments when I felt like,
‘Why, God? Why are you allowing
this? Why does this happen to me?’
Those are questions I ask when I’m
not understanding the goodness of
God and I need to more fully lean on
Him.”

Hnanga plays at a chapel
service during fall semester.
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Taylor University’s Presidential search
came to a successful conclusion with the
introduction of Dr. Michael Lindsay as
President on March 16, which providentially
coincided with press date for this issue of
Taylor. We worked from the Taylor Board of
Trustees’ release to create this update. Look
for a more comprehensive portrait of Dr.
Lindsay this summer. To God be the glory!

Called,
Humbled,
Ready
DR. MICHAEL LINDSAY NAMED TAYLOR
UNIVERSITY’S NEW PRESIDENT
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The Taylor University Board of Trustees has announced
the election of D. Michael Lindsay, Ph.D. as Taylor’s 32nd
President. The appointment comes after an international
search led by the University’s Presidential Search
Committee (PSC).
Lindsay, 49, will officially begin his presidency on August
16, 2021. For the past 10 years, he has served as President
of Gordon College in Wenham, Massachusetts, a sister
institution of Taylor and fellow member of the Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU). He announced
last year his intentions to step down from that role this
summer.
“Dr. Lindsay is a gifted individual of deep, personal faith
who possesses proven servant leadership, said Chris
Goeglein ’84, Taylor’s Board Co-Chair and the PSC Co-Chair.
“He excels in areas of innovation and creative adaptation,
and he is uniquely qualified to lead the University forward
with humility, wisdom, and courage.
“A respected Christian leader, Dr. Lindsay has a broad
understanding of the complexities facing Christian higher
education,” Goeglein added. “His spiritual and intellectual
development in cultivating and discipling the next
generation of servant leaders is truly a calling.”
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“Dr. Lindsay is a gifted
individual of a deep, personal
faith and proven servant
leadership. He excels in areas
of innovation and creative
adaptation, and he is uniquely
qualified to lead the University
forward with humility,
wisdom, and courage."
“In addition to seeking an individual
of strong conviction with a deep
personal faith, the Search Committee
also sought candidates with the
ability to articulate a compelling
vision for Taylor consistent with
its mission,” said Manuel Rosado
’96, Board Vice-Chair and PSC CoChair. “We surveyed and listened
attentively to the Taylor community
before embarking on this journey.
Throughout the process, our
Committee emphasized spiritual
discernment and prayer, and it was
clear that those who love Taylor were
prayerfully supporting this important
effort.”

Chair Paige Comstock (’77)
Cunningham, Ph.D., J.D., who
has served as Taylor’s Interim
President since Aug. 15, 2019.

“The Taylor University
Board, faculty, and campus
community are extremely
grateful to Dr. Cunningham for
her outstanding leadership,
steady governance, and faithful
commitment to fulfilling the
vision of the University,” said
Goeglein. “Not only have the
Institution’s foundational
positions and policies been
strengthened during her
tenure, but she provided
Lindsay was unanimously approved
stability in a critical time with
by the Presidential Search Committee, the Covid pandemic. All of us
and unanimously elected by the
will be forever grateful for her
Board. He will assume his new role
exceptional and sacrificial
following previous Taylor Board
service to our alma mater.”
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Goeglein and Rosado said Lindsay’s
extensive experience and strong track
record of success meet all the desired
requirements for the next Taylor
University president. They called him,
“A scholar, public intellectual, author,
and advocate for Christian orthodoxy.
He has conducted far-reaching studies
on leadership and the role of evangelical
Christianity in American culture. Lindsay
is also a visionary who excels in strategic
planning and in marshalling resources
and people to bring those plans to
completion.”
Lindsay’s leadership at Gordon is
characterized by school-record years of
opportunity and growth, and banner
results in terms of faith expression;
fundraising and endowment growth;
campus diversity, academic and student
program development; sponsored
research; athletic success; and student

satisfaction. Gordon recently
ended its best fiscal year ever
and this spring is completing
the school’s most ambitious
and successful fundraising
campaign to-date, including
the largest gift ever given to a
Christian college.
Lindsay previously was a
member of the Sociology
faculty at Rice University
in Houston, Texas, where
he won multiple awards for
his teaching and academic
research. He is the author
of two dozen scholarly
publications and numerous
books, including Faith in the
Halls of Power, which was
nominated for the nonfiction
Pulitzer Prize in 2007, and
his award-winning View from

the Top, which has been translated into
Chinese and Japanese. His newest book,
Hinge Moments, is scheduled for release in
April by InterVarsity Press.
Lindsay earned his Ph.D. in sociology
from Princeton University and graduate
theological degrees from Wycliffe Hall
at Oxford University and Princeton
Theological Seminary. He is a summa cum
laude and Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Baylor
University where he has been named
Outstanding Young Alumnus.
Lindsay and his wife, Rebecca, have been
married for 25 years and are parents of
three daughters: Elizabeth (17), Caroline
(10), and Emily (10). Rebecca Lindsay is
a teacher and speaker who will serve as
Taylor’s Ambassador.
“The Taylor University Board of Trustees
enthusiastically welcomes Dr. Lindsay,

Rebecca and their three daughters to
our campus community,” Rosado said.
“We look forward to working together to
facilitate his entrepreneurial vision of
leading, empowering, and equipping a
thriving team to move creatively and
strategically into the future.”
Lindsay said that he, his wife, and their
daughters look forward to joining the
Taylor community. “Taylor is one of the
world’s foremost Christian institutions,
and I thank God for the wisdom, strength,
and faithfulness that has characterized
the School’s leadership for decades,” he
said. “We are humbled to be called by
God and honored by the Board’s selection
to serve the University, advance its
distinctive mission in providing excellent,
Christ-centered higher education, and
strengthen its promising prospects for
future growth and development.”
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This is the beginning of a new day.
God has given me this day to use as I will:
I can waste it or use it for good;
What I do today is important
Because I am exchanging a day of my life for it.
When tomorrow comes this day will be gone forever;
Leaving in its place something I have traded for it.
I want it to be gain, not loss,
Good not evil,
Success not failure
In order that I should not regret the price I paid for it
For the future is just a whole string of nows.

Before every game for the fours year that I played
Taylor football, I grabbed my brothers’ hands, took a
knee, bowed my head and in unison we recited this
together. I will never forget those moments because it
seemed to me only in sports can you have that kind of
camaraderie; that kind of unity; that kind of mutual
love and respect; and that kind of resolve for a group
of guys to go out on the same mission, to accomplish
the same goal.

Anwar Smith ’00
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and getting out of my neighborhood school was the
only way to do that. Getting a better education came
at a price; on the playground I was called the N-word
more times than I can count. This was not the 1950s
or 1960s. It was the 1990s – the decade of Michael
Jordan and Family Matters. Once I was big enough to
really defend myself, the name calling stopped.

A defining moment in my life came when I was
12-years-old. Our dad got a rental car for my brother
The journey from my childhood to Taylor University
to drive to the prom and I went with him to the
was not what you might expect. As a child in the
florist’s shop to pick up a corsage. When my brother
inner-city of Chicago, I was put on a bus every
saw a police car, he immediately said he thought we
morning at 7:00 am, to cross the city from the west
were going to be stopped. I couldn’t understand why,
side to the north side where I attended elementary
because we were just driving down the road. But my
school. From 1st through 8th grade, I was one of a
brother was right. The police used sirens and lights
handful of African-American students who attended
to stop us, and soon, my brother and I were out of the
that school. The purpose was to get a better education, car with our hands on the hood being patted down.
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The police officers told us the car we were driving seemed
too nice for us. Being young and black in a nice car was
probable cause for us to be stopped and frisked.
Unfortunately, that was normal for me when I was growing
up: living in poverty, being treated like I didn’t matter, and
feeling hopeless. But I had three things in my favor: my
praying mother, my faith, and sports. Sports gave me an
identity and worth. The better I played, the more people
tended to like and respect me, so I threw all of my effort and
energy into being a good athlete.

Twenty years later,
Anwar Smith (third from
the left) and his Taylor
football teammates
remain close.

It was not an easy transition as a young African-American
man from the inner-city of Chicago when I came to
Taylor University in Upland, Indiana. I looked and felt
like I was out of my element. Playing college football at
Taylor had not been on my radar as my goals were much
grander than that, but God had a better plan. Playing
football for Coach Steve Wilt from 1996 to 2000 were some
of the most stretching years of my life. We had some
great seasons, but football was only a small part of my
story. It was the relationships and bonds that I formed
on that team that had the biggest impact. In high school
my value came from being a good player, whether it was
football, wrestling, or track. The better I did the more I felt
I mattered.
At Taylor, amongst the teammates, my value wasn’t due to
my athletic contribution on the field. To my teammates,
my value was all about me. They didn’t try to be colorblind;
they wanted to know and understand my life. A group
of my teammates even came to Chicago to visit my
neighborhood (I must admit I was nervous about that.).
That bond didn’t end at graduation, the guys I graduated
with continue to stay in touch. We have gotten together
every year for a weekend of golf and fellowship. Many of us
are horrible golfers, but the game doesn’t matter, the time
together catching up on life is the reason we all come.
This past June marked our 20th golf outing known as the
EMAT (Every Man a Trojan) Open. This is significant to
me because of the events of recent months. Covid-19 has
been difficult enough, but add to that the racial tension
that has always been a part of the fabric of America that is
once again being exposed like having a scab ripped off an
unhealed wound. I’m saddened that these are still issues
in this country. I’m saddened that every encounter with
law enforcement since I was 12 years old still leaves me
in fear that I don’t have to actually do anything wrong to
be stopped, questioned, frisked and, like so many others I
know, possibly even arrested. I thought my oldest brother
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being on the police force for the past 23 years would
change my perception and bring relief to those fears,
but it hasn’t.
I am grateful though that like every football game,
there is the 4th quarter. It is that point in the game
when you have to dig deep and give your all. I am in
a season of life where I know my value and who God
has made me to be. But if I ever falter in my thinking
or get weakened by this game called Life, God has
given me a reminder in the form of these men, these
friendships, these bonds that started on a football
field and have now transcended a game. These men
still see me, not because they have to but because
they want to. They still value me not because of what
I do, but because of who I am and they love me and
challenge me to be the best husband, father, and man
of God I can be.

the answer for how to change the world but I think a
good start is being intentional about expanding the
relationships and connections right in front of your
face. We will never see a better future for our children
and grandchildren if we don’t start changing the way,
and with whom, we connect today.
Because, as we used to say before every football game,
the future is just a whole string of nows.
Anwar Smith ’00 is the Pastor at Living Word Church in Lansing,
Illinois. He and his wife are parents to two biological children
and a foster child. Smith formerly was Managing Director of
Program Operations for By The Hand Club for Kids, a Christian
ministry in Chicago that employs nearly 140 staff and serves
over 1,500 students. The Eastbrook Lift Program, an afterschool
program focusing on literacy improvement and whole-person
focus of a spiritual nature, is patterned after By The Hand.

We don’t have to look the same, think the same, vote
the same, or even agree on all the same things. The
depth of our friendship over the years makes room
for differences yet maintains mutual respect and
love for one another and for the Lord. I don’t have
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VISTA

Springtime always comes. Ice on the
sidewalks melts away and students who
have yearned for the outdoors can again
walk with their friends and ride their bikes.
Lawns once covered with snow re-emerge
for games of Tolf and Frisbee. And every tree
seems to awaken from its barren slumber.
It is during the spring we are reminded that
our God faithfully makes all things new.
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1957

Blanche Louthain moved to Peabody
Retirement Community in North
Manchester, Indiana, in July 2020. She
previously lived in Warsaw, Indiana.
01 Twenty golfers gathered for the 2020 Taylor
Fun and Fellowship Golf Outing at Walnut
Creek Golf Course in Upland, Indiana.
Pictured: Front Row: Kurt Jaderholm
’78, Geoff Ames ’82, Mike Lehe ’78, Kurt
Cornfield ’79, John Wheeler ’82, Merilyn Teil
Buroker H’00, Jim Law ’00, Jay Tyree ’79, Jay
Redding ’82, Frank Grotenhuis ’82. Back Row:
Tim Reusser ’76, Jay Avery ’81, Ron Grogg
’78, Kevin May ’79, Isaac Cornfield ’00, Al
Lettinga ’78, David Wheeler ’90, Rick Lloyd
’78, Bob Engle ’00, Nelson Rediger ’67, Larry
Brown ’72, and Brad Yordy ’05. Not pictured:
Kent Yost ’81.

1970

02 Vicki (Miller) Luoma was admitted to
practice by the United States Supreme Court
on November 18, 2019, before eight of the
Supreme Court Justices. After the swearingin ceremony there was a reception during

which Vicki had the opportunity
to meet Chief Justice John
Roberts and the late Associate
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg.
Vicki has been an attorney since
1978 and a Professor of Contracts
and Intellectual Property at
Minnesota State University
since 2004. She and her husband
Milton will celebrate their 50th
anniversary in December.

1972

Nancy Spaulding recently
assumed the role as Head of
Youth Services at Cedar Mill and
Bethany Libraries in Portland,
Oregon.

1973

John Hill completed three years’
service as an Assistant Secretary
with the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security in January
2021. Prior to that appointment,
he worked as Deputy Chief of
Staff for Governor Mike Pence
in the State of Indiana from

2013-2017. He and his wife Pepper
(Dylhoff ’72) reside in Greenwood,
Indiana.

1976

03 Karen Neff married Tim McGill
on June 26, 2020, at the Living Gospel
Church in Nappanee, Indiana. Taylor
alumni in attendance were Janet
(Kirkpatrick) Middlesworth, Cindy
(Pearson) Tyner, Keith and Sandi
(Barber) Roath ’75, Ken Roath ’75,
Nate Peterson ’89, Andy Peterson
’92, Mike and Annette (Miller) Neff
’80, Karen (Hartman’80) Metzler,
and Rachel Stiver ’80. They live
in Taichung, Taiwan, where Tim
is superintendent of Morrison
Academy, an international Christian
school serving missionary families,
expatriate business families, and
local Taiwanese families. Karen was
an elementary teacher at Morrison
Academy from 1983 to 2019. After
Tim’s retirement in June 2021, they
plan to relocate to Goshen, Indiana.

S U B M I T T I N G A L U M N I N O T E S I S S I M P L E … Visit taylor.edu/alumninotes to submit your alumni notes updates
36

and photos. Please remember to upload only photos including alumni and a minimum resolution of 200KB or 4 x 6 inches.
Notes can also be submitted by email at magazine@taylor.edu, by phone at (800) 882-3456, ext. 5170, or by mail.

37

ALUMNI NOTES

05

1977
04

07

04 Jay Smith recently retired
from the landscaping business. He
now sells outdoor equipment at his
webstore: GilmoreCreekOutfitters.
com. Jay also handcrafts leather
goods and sells them from his Etsy
store: GilmoreCreek. He and his
wife, Ruth (Faul), enjoyteaching
Sunday school, gardening, birding,
and spending time with their 18
grandchildren.

1983

06

09

08

05 David and Debbie (Sheron)
Entwistle moved to the foothills
of South Carolina’s Blue Ridge
Mountains at the beginning of
the 2020-2021 academic year.
David is an Emeritus Professor of
Psychology at Malone University
in Ohio and accepted a position
as Distinguished Professor of
Psychology at North Greenville
University. They sensed God was
opening this door, despite the
uncertainty of the pandemic. God’s
providential care was confirmed
when Debbie was offered a position
as a Senior Accountant at North
Greenville University while they
were still in Ohio. David authored a
book designed to prepare students
and short-term missionaries
for cross-cultural service and
learning, and is working on the
fourth edition of his textbook on
the integration of psychology and
Christianity, which is scheduled for
publication in 2021.

1986

S E E W H AT ’S G O I N G
ON IN THE LIVES OF
TAY L O R A LU M N I
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1989

06 Dr. Shawn M. Pala has achieved the
Advanced Proficiency Rating through
Activator Methods International, the
creator of the world’s most popular
chiropractic adjusting instruments. Doctors
who successfully achieve the Advanced
Proficiency Rating have devoted a significant
amount of time and effort to the process.
After attending a specialized training
seminar, the doctor must successfully
complete rigorous written and hands-on
practical examinations. Shawn is a graduate
of Logan College of Chiropractic and has
practiced at Pala Chiropractic in Noblesville,
Indiana, for 15 years.

1991

07 Susanne (Peterson) Larkham’s fitness
business has rebranded as Bellami Fitness
(formerly Manchester Jazzercise Fitness
Center). During the coronavirus shut-down,
she and her colleagues created a virtual
fitness community. They live stream to their
private Facebook group and via their new
website and reservation platform (www.
bellamifitness.com). Her seven years of
volunteer work as a Docent/Art Educator
at the Currier Museum of Art rekindled
Susanne’s love of painting. She is now
exploring the medium of pastels. Susanne’s
work has already been selected for nine
national/international exhibits, as well as
many local and regional showings.

1995

08 Susan Miller-Cochran
has been named the Executive
Director of General Education at
the University of Arizona, where
she is also a Professor of English.
Teaching English, rhetoric, and
composition, she formerly served
for four-and-one-half years as the
Director of the Writing Program at
the University of Arizona and for
eight years as the Director of FirstYear Writing at North Carolina
State University.

2000

Dr. Ben Flagel started a new
position as the Department Chair
and Medical Director of Emergency
Medicine with Swedish Hospital in
Chicago, Illinois. He is and his wife,
Leigh (VanHarn ’02), have four
children, Sydney (6), Adelaide (5),
Maggie (3), and Jack (1).

2003

09 Dr. Phil Boltz completed his
PhD in Educational Studies with
a focus in Educational Technology
and Cultural and Educational
Policy Studies in December 2020
at Ball State University. Phil
serves as the Director of Academic
Engagement and Global Initiatives
at Ball State, and lives in Muncie,
Indiana, with his spouse, Emily,
and their three children, Maya
(10), Molly (7), and Milo (3). Phil
serves on the boards of the Muncie
Children’s Museum, Muncie Public
Library, and Muncie Resists.

Jayne M. (Stockman ’86) Cash
completed required work for a
Doctor of Ministry degree from
Ashland Theological Seminary.
She says she attended the online
commencement ceremony in
her pajamas, later receiving her
diploma, robe, cap, and hood
through the mail.
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2004

10 Frank and Anna (Hampton ’06) Jackson welcomed
their first child, Kenneth, in February 2020. They are
grateful that God blessed them with lots of time together
while home during the shutdown. Frank works as an AV
Consultant in Marion, Indiana, and Anna teaches math
part-time at The King’s Academy in Jonesboro.
Amy (Watkins) Mantravadi and her husband Samuel
welcomed their son Thomas on February 12, 2020.

2005

August 1, 2020, in Darke County, Ohio. Stephanie is a
Communications and Marketing Manager for Columbus
Recreation and Parks Department, and Joshua is a
software engineer. The couple resides in Columbus,
Ohio. Rachel (Aigner) Lewellyn was in the bridal party.
14 Steven and Kirstie (Rheinheimer) Ford welcomed
their son, Adam Michael, on September 29, 2020. They
live in regional Victoria, Australia, where Steven teaches
secondary science, and Kirstie is the Business Manager
at Kerang Christian College
Nathaniel Penninger and his wife, Tracy, welcomed
their baby girl, Millie, on Wednesday December 2, 2020.
Millie was 7lb, 14oz. The couple was married September
8, 2019.

2009

2013

13 Stephanie Leis married Joshua Garling on

11

2010

11 Alan Briggs is a full-time leadership coach and
consultant and has been coaching leaders for over a
decade. He leads a team of coaches at Stay Forth Designs
where he and his team help leaders and organizations
get healthy and reach more impact. He released the
Right Side up Journal, and he also hosts the Right Side Up
Leadership Podcast. Alan and his wife Julie, along with
their four kids, love living next to the mountains in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
12 Jonathon and Jaclyn (Ziemba) Hughes’ son,
Emmett Edward, is now 1 1/2 years old. He was born
October 5, 2019. The family resides in Winfield, Illinois.

10

2012

Nahum Masimer and his wife, Kayla, were blessed
with the arrival of their sixth child, and third son, River
Legend, on June 22, 2020.

12

13

14

15 Amy Green married Jake Lokkesmoe on May 3, 2020,
in a backyard ceremony at her in-laws’ home. Her friend,
Ruthie Burrell, had agreed to be in the wedding party,
but the lockdown due to Covid necessitated a smaller
ceremony. Amy’s first historical fiction novel, Things We
Didn’t Say, was published by Bethany House in November,
and she has signed a contract to write three more – one
each year. She and Jake live in Burnsville, Minnesota.

W H E AT ON C ONN E C T I ON
A group of Taylor alumni and current
students from College Church in Wheaton,
Illinois, got together for a photo between
services on Sunday.
Front Row - John Lorentsen ’80, Madeleine
Weeden ’20, Dr. Paige (Comstock ’77)
Cunningham, Taylor’s Interim President.
2nd Row - Deb (DiCicco ’81) Lorentsen, Becky
(Schmid ’82) Cook, Mark Weeden, Dave Carlburg
’80, Jay Cunningham.
3rd Row - Karen (Boyer ’68) Shortenhaus, Michael
Weeden ’23, Mark Taylor LHD ’15, TU Board of Trustees.
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16

17

18

2014

16 Lawrence Kinnaman and his wife
Ashley welcomed their son Theo on February
9, 2020.
19

20
23

17 Matthew Poland and Rebecca Dix
’13 were married December 29, 2019, in an
intimate, family-only, beach ceremony on
Marco Island, Florida.
18 Blake and Aly (Shangraw) Williams
welcomed their daughter Emmy Loraine on
March 3, 2020.

21

22
26

19 Micah and Joelle (Reiskytl ’15) Hancock
gave birth to conjoined twin sons, Tirian and
Ezekiel, on November 30, 2020. Though the
little boys died shortly after birth, they will
always be cherished.

2015

20 Matthew and Jenny (Neidich) Fenton
welcomed their second son, Daniel James,
on October 28, 2020.

2018

23 Alex Childs married Brianna
Harrison on November 6, 2020. Cole
Graham ’17 was the best man and Joe
Bialis ’16 was one of the groomsmen.
Alex and Brianna live in Avon, Indiana,
and Alex works at State Farm in
insurance sales.
24 Andrew Oller and Hannah Davis
were married on September 4, 2020.

2019

25 Katie Tupper married Michael
Skizenta on May 9, 2020.
26 Katrina Headlee completed the
Transition-to-Nursing program at
Indiana Wesleyan University and
accepted a nursing job at Ball Memorial
Hospital in Muncie, Indiana.
27 Alex Hunter and Haley Heath were
married on November 7, 2020.

21 Kyle and Cassidy (Losey ’15) Salsbery
live in Wisconsin with their two children,
Calvin Leroy (born April 2, 2018) and Hazel
Marie (born October 12, 2019).

24

2016
25

27

Nathaniel Read began a new position at
Ontario Systems in Muncie, Indiana, as a
software engineer.

2017

22 Nathan Shelton married Anna Willey
on October 24, 2020. Colin Eggleson, Tanner
Watson ’18, Riley Reimschisel ’18, and
Kevin and Julia (Willey ’16) Fahy ’16 were in
the wedding.

TO MINISTER CHRIST'S

UPCOMING
A LU M N I
EVENTS

REDEMPTIVE LOVE
AND TRUTH TO A
WORLD IN NEED
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IN MEMORIAM

29

30

28

Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world." —Matthew 25:34

W E R E M E M B E R T H E S E M E M B E R S O F T H E TAY L O R
C O M M U N I T Y W H O H AV E G O N E T O B E W I T H T H E L O R D .

1947

Gene Lois (Gibbs) Henthorn, 95,
died on September 18 at Otterbein
Senior Lifestyle Community,
Lebanon, Indiana. She was born on
September 6, 1925, in Luanda, Angola,
Africa to missionary parents Rev.
Austin Josiah and Rev. Clara Viola
(Ault) Gibbs. She married Robert
Eugene Henthorn ’49 on June 5,
1948. They were married nearly 69
years before he died in 2017. Gene
is survived by her son Stephen
(Nika); and daughters Catherine
(Greg) Shaw, and Susan (Steve)
Ford; four grandchildren; six great
grandchildren; as well as nieces,
nephews, and close friends.

the proud father of four children: Greg ’85
(Debra), Cyndy (Roth ’86) Johnson (Chris),
David Roth (Anna), and Nathan ’00 (Amber
[Bourne ’00]), nine grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren; nieces including Diane
(Roth ’89) Wetherbee and Jodi (Roth ’93)
(Jon ’92) Rudolph. He loved to travel and
was privileged to carry the Gospel across the
world on trips to Russia, Haiti, Kenya, and
the Dominican Republic. He was a gifted
architect and landscaper and used those
talents in service to others. Even when he
lost the ability to speak during his final
months on earth, he continued striving to
communicate God’s love. Memorial gifts may
be designated to Taylor under the scholarship in
his name.

1963

29 Thomas Atcitty, a former Navajo Nation
president and longtime New Mexico state
28 Rev. Dr. Veryl Charles Roth, 80, representative, passed away October 11, 2020.
went to be with the Lord February
Tom served as the tribe’s vice president
22, 2020. He was active in ministry
from 1995 to 1998, and was elevated to the
throughout his life and pastored
top post after then-Navajo President Albert
churches from Massachusetts to
Hale resigned. Before working for the tribal
Colorado, continuing to preach and government, Tom served seven terms as
encourage parishioners through
a New Mexico state representative from
visitation even after officially
1980 to 1994. He previously oversaw Navajo
retiring in Indiana. He and his wife Community College (now Diné College),
Norma were married for 59 years
the first tribal college on a Native American
and enjoyed serving together at
reservation. Tom helped establish the
Miracle Camp in Lawton, Michigan, college’s Shiprock campus and pushed for
and through marriage and family
the creation of the American Indian Higher
enrichment seminars. He was
Education Consortium, made up of tribal

1960

44

colleges and universities across the country.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps.
His former colleague U.S. Rep. Ben Ray Luján
said Tom, “worked tirelessly to improve
the lives of Navajo students, invest in tribal
infrastructure and give a voice to the Navajo
people.” Tom is survived by his wife of 54
years, Vicky, three children, and numerous
grandchildren.

1965

30 David C. Fraser of Noblesville, Indiana,
entered the presence of Jesus on Tuesday,
September 29, 2020. Dave was preceded in
death by his parents and his oldest son,
Mark. He is survived by his loving wife
of nearly 27 years, Mary Kay (Naumann
’64); four children and their spouses Steve
and Grace Fraser, Tanya Oliva, Adam and
Jill Fraser, and Luke and Ashlee Fraser;
daughter-in-law Kristy Fraser; stepchildren
and their spouses Joe and Lisa (Moritz
’90) Miller ’89, Susan Miller-Cochran
’95, and Stacey Cochran; 17 grandchildren,
and 10 great-grandchildren. Dave’s family
remembers him as an accomplished
musician who passed his love of the piano
along to his students, a man of great faith

who shared that faith with his
family, a gentle but honest truthteller, and a constant believer in
hope and the power of prayer. He
had a lifelong love of the Jersey
Shore. Ocean City was always
his favorite place to be with
his family. He loved nothing
more than to spend time with
his children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren, even
though he was usually the target
of many jokes that resulted in
tales that grew taller the more
often they were told. David loved
Taylor University and was a
proud alum.

1970

Lee Gerwin, age 71, a resident
of Carol Stream, Illinois, went
to be with the Lord on October
25, 2020, after a long battle with
cancer. During his time at Taylor,
he rode a bicycle from Miami,
Florida, to Seattle, Washington,
with Wandering Wheels in 1969.
His vocational career began at
the Federal District Court in

Chicago as Minute Clerk for two semi-retired judges,
including Julius Hoffinan, the judge who presided over
the Chicago Seven trial in 1969. Later, he moved into the
banking industry, and completed his active work life as
a financial analyst and personnel assistant at First Trust
Portfolios, located in Wheaton, Illinois, where he served
for 28 years. Lee was a member of College Church in
Wheaton, and for some years served as the driver for the
Seekers (later renamed STARS) bus, bringing residents of
some of the area group homes for adults with disabilities
to College Church for worship and community. He is
survived by his wife of 43 years, Claudia; his children,
Abigail (Chris) Vazquez and Bradley Gerwin; and
one grandchild on the way. He is also survived by his
mother, sister, and brother.

1973

Cathy (Newland) Biglin died on October 6, 2020, after a
valiant battle with kidney disease. She was a passionate
fourth grade and special education teacher and was
nominated two times in the State of Ohio for Teacher of
the Year honors. She cherished her time at Taylor and
enjoyed many contacts through the years with a First
East Olson group – Marilee (Merd ’74) Martens Diener,
Liz (Williamson ’73) Fox, Kathi (McLennan ’73) Legel,
Sally (Roach ’74) Nicholson and Beth (Krill ’73) Roberts.
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31

Terry Giggy went to be with the Lord on July 6,
2020. He is missed by his wife Susan (Weiss ’75)
Giggy, his children Jill (Joel) Jankowski and
Steven, and three grandchildren Peter, Anne,
and Luke.
31 Dale Eugene Wenger died August 8, 2020.
He taught mathematics classes at Taylor for 26
years. He was a 1961 graduate of Manchester
University with a degree in Mathematics and
Chemistry and received his Masters Degree
in Mathematics from Ohio University in 1963.
On August 12, 1962, he married Martha Sue
Royer. He furthered his education by attending
summer math courses through National
Science Foundation Grants in universities
around the United States from Boston to Santa
Barbara. He was a member of the National
Teachers of Mathematics, the American
Statistical Society, and the Mathematical
Association of America. Dale was a member of
the Pierce Upland United Methodist Church.
He enjoyed talking sports, telling life stories,
and was a Cincinnati Reds baseball fan. He
looked forward to meeting with the Men’s
Fellowship Group at the Gray Barn in Upland
on Tuesday afternoons.
Survivors include his wife of nearly 58 years,
Martha Wenger, his son Mark ’88, daughterin-law Ruth ( Plumb ’87), daughter Debbie
Harvey; grandchildren: Daniel Wenger ’15,
Luke Wenger, Sarah Wenger ’19, Joel Harvey,
and Kristen Harvey.

32

1988

32 Mark Wenger, loving husband and
father of three children died on October 5,
2020, after a battle with leukemia. He was
54. Mark worked as an actuary for 29 years,
the last 13 years at Auto-Owners Insurance,
where he served as Assistant Vice President
and Chief Property and Casualty Actuary.
Mark was active in athletic challenges,
completing a full marathon in 2018, a halfmarathon in 2016, and several long cycling
trips. He loved spending time and playing
games with friends and family as well
as the men in his neighborhood. Mark’s
greatest passion in life was his faith and
his commitment to Jesus Christ. He was an
active member at Community Bible Church
(Brighton, Michigan), where he served as a
deacon, financial secretary, youth basketball
league coach, and unofficial brush removal
specialist. He also served at Livingston
Christian, as the school’s first-ever high
school basketball coach. Mark was preceded
in death by his father, longtime Taylor
math professor Dale Wenger, who died just
two months before him. He is survived by
his wife Ruth (Plumb ’87), and his three
children, Daniel ’15, Luke, and Sarah ’19.
Mark is also survived by his mother, Martha
Wenger.
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David Hnanga ’21 and several of his siblings had to leave his home
nation of Burma as a child because of religious and ethnic persecution.
He lived as a refugee in neighboring Malaysia before immigrating to
the United States. In May he will graduate from Taylor University.
Learn more on page 22.

