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Taylor University Theatre presents

THE DARK
AT THE
TOP OF THE STAIRS

November 15, 16, 17 and 18, 1978
Little Theatre
Taylor University



FROM THE DIRECTOR

The power of this play is derived from its realism. As Tennessee Williams comments
in his introduction, “It (reality) is done, as they say, with mirrors, but the mirrors may
all of a sudden turn into x-ray photos, and it is done so quietly and deftly that you
hardly know the moment when the mirrors stop being mirrors and the more
penetrating exposures begin to appear on the stage before you.”

THE DARK AT THE TOP OF THE STAIRS weaves no magic spell. It is
extraordinary neither in its plot nor its characters. The people we meet in this drama
are not uncommon, but their involvement with life reveals much about the
juxtaposition between hope and despair in our own experiences. Life for the Flood
family includes the making of constant mistakes that result in the pain of loved ones
and in turn necessitate the asking of forgiveness. The growing relationships within
their family are contrasted to the stagnant existence of Lottie and Morris. The beauty
of the Flood family comes from their plodding determination to work out their
problems despite anger and frustration. As Cora discovers, life does not come in a
box marked “Happiness.” It only comes as “life itself.”

K.G.M.
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DURING INTERMISSION

we invite you to visit the exhibit of oils by Indianapolis artist Helen Woodward in the
Chronicle-Tribune Art Gallery on the main floor of this building.
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To Toots: to love and relationships and never giving up.

K.G.M.



THE DARK AT THE TOP OF THE STAIRS

Directed by Kimberly Montgomery
Set Design by Ollie Hubbard
Costume Design by Jessie Rousselow

THE CAST
RubiBlool <2 e i i s e e Mark Welch
ComBlopd: o0 i e e iy e Colleen Coughenour
SonwBlemd ool e e Dan Burden
dJondtisl o sl ol e e e e Brent Nordquist
Redte Bl e e e s Brenda Conway
Bl Cohia e i e Pamela Kareus
Blotdshioen o fioe s ot e W e e Harold Blum
Lothelamey 00 o o e e Kathleen Turner
SamyGeldenbaum 7 i S e e Michael McGinnis
PanlgGlens oot n i i e e s Randall Wyatt

The action of the play takes place in the home of Rubin Flood in a small Oklahoma
town. The time is the early 1920’s.

ActI: A Monday afternoon in early spring.
Act II: After dinner, the following Friday.
Act IIl: The next day, late afternoon.

There will be a two minute scene break between Acts I and II, and a ten minute
intermission between Acts I and III.

MUSICAL SELECTIONS HEARD THIS EVENING

From RODEO
CorralNechimp® - 7o omag o0 R e et e Aaron Copeland
oty e e R B e L e Aaron Copeland

A Communication & Theatre Arts Department Production
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OUR NEXT PRODUCTION
OURTFOMIN: .. iy it o e S February 21-24, 1979
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As a courtesy to the actors, please do not use cameras during the performance.
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