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Che #ellowship Ciecle Bulletin

OF THE FORT WAYNE BIBLE TRAINING SCHOOL

“Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with the Son Jesus Christ.” 1 John 1:3.

Vol. X.

BERNE, IND., and FORT WAYNE, IND., APRIL, 1930. No. 4

The Blessing and Glory of a

Address Delivered at the Dedication

of Bethany Hall

Again, we speak on the general
theme—A Fulfilled Ministry: this
afternoon on the blessing and the
glory of a fulfilled ministry. Turn-
ing our thought for the central mes-
sage to the first part of Romans
15:29, Paul says to the Roman
church, “And I am sure that, when
I come unto you, I shall come in the
fulness of the blessing of the gospel
of Christ.” He had Holy boldness,
divine confidence, because he knew
the Savior, he knew the living Word
of God as a vital message, and he
knew the Holy Spirit as a guide and
divine power; but, then, with abso-
lute confidence in God, there was an
absolute humility and an authority
to it. Dependence on God—for in
the same breath in which he said, “I
am sure that, when I come unto you,
I shall come in the fulness of the
blessing of the gospel of Christ,”
he said, “Now I beseech vyou,
brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s
sake, and for the love of the Spirit,
that ye strive together with me in
your prayers to God for me.” Oh,
that there might be in our lives this
blending of supreme confidence and
humble constant dependence on God.
What is the prayer to be? “That I
may be delivered from them that do
not believe in Judea; and that my
service which I have for Jerusalem
may be accepted of the saints; that
I may come unto you with joy by
the will of God, and may with you
be refreshed.” We hear him say
again in that great exhortation on
prayer, “Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all
saints.” I am sure, but pray for me,
for prayer makes the assurance of

By A. C. Snead

a vital reality in the experience as
we travel along life’s pathway.

Then he says, “I come unto you,”
and after all, that is one of the es-
sential elements of ministry. Man go-
ing to man; woman going to woman;
the individual that has seen Jesus
Christ going to other individuals
that have not as yet seem Him and
telling them by their transformed
lives and their glorious testimony of
Jesus who is able to save and to de-
liver.

I believe in radio ministry, S0
please do not misunderstand me
when I use this illustration. The old
way is still God’s central way. Man
talking to man so that they may
both see his life and hear his voice.
And if the radio ministry is going to
accomplish what it should, then the
people in the various villages will
have to be an individual testimony
of the message that goes out over
the radio because if it is going to
carry the message, it will have to be
lived out in the lives of the profess-
ing believers, and since the preacher
can't meet them all over the radio, it
puts a greater responsibility on the
people who live the life of Christ in
their homes.

Let us look at the example of the
fulness of Paul's ministry. Look at
Paul the man and if you look with
eyes that have been opened by the
Spirit of God, you will see Christ.
Listen to the testimony, “Not I, but
Christ liveth in me.”—again, “Christ
our life"”—again, “God separated me
and called me by his grace to re-
veal his son in me.” When we see
Paul with eyes of faith, we see Je-
sus Christ in the beauty of His holi-
ness, in the tenderness of His love,
in the vitality of His loyalty to God

Fulfilled Ministry

and to His task. When people look at
you and me, if they see Jesus in the
unprotected hours of life as well as
in the general routine, then it
may be said of us we are bodily
fulfilling our ministry, but if they
see not Jesus there is much left un-
done,

Not only Paul, the man, reveals
Christ, but his ‘message reveals
Christ, “To reveal His son in me,
that I might preach Christ among
the Gentiles.” Paul said, “I deter-
mine not to know anything among
you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.” Again, he said, “We
preach Christ crucified, unto the
Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the
Gentiles foolishness;” Not only a de-
finite experience in the past, but a
constant experience in the present
for He saves us all the time. Unto
you who are being saved, Christ
crucified is the power of God and
the wisdoem of God.

And, then, we have Paul’s minis-
try. Not only do you see Christ in |
Paul's life, and Paul’s message but in
Paul’'s ministry for no man ean
adequately reveal Christ's life save
as Christ lives in him and lives
through him in his ministry. No man
can be a missionary except as Jesus
Christ imparts to him His mission-
ary zeal. No man can be a proper
preacher of Christ except that man
is anointed, being empowered, be-
ing controlled by Jesus Christ
through the Holy Spirit; and
so in Paul’'s ministry, the pow-
er enabling him is Christ. He
said, “Christ in you, the hope
of glory: whom we proclaim,
warning every man, and teaching ev-
ery man in all wisdom; that we may

(Continued on page 2)
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EDITORIAL

With this issue we bring to a
close our editorship of the Fellow-
ship Circle Bulletin. We gratefully
articulate our appreciation for the
splendid assistance of every con-
tributor to make these bulletins pos-
sible.

We have sought to keep the paper
up to its former standard and have
endeavored to bring it into the hands

of each member of the Fellowship
Circle Family. We kindly acknowl-
edge the faithfulness of each mem-
ber who promptly notified us of any
change of #ddress. We wish to en-
courage this splendid spirit of co-
operation toward our new editor for
the ensuing year.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

There are over 500 members of
the Fellowship Circle. During the
past year 45 members responded
with contributions or subscriptions
for the Fellowship Circle Bulletin.
32 sent in $1.00 each; 12 sent more
than $1.00 each and 1 sent less than
$1.00 to the treasurer. You can
see that less than one-tenth of the
F. C. miembers remitted. “Where
are the other nine?

#“Some pay their dues when due;

Some when overdue;

Some never do;

How do you do?”

—J5 B,

THE BLESSING AND GLORY OF A FULFILLED
MINISTRY

(Continued from page 1)

present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus. The goal is Christ. Oh, Sun-
day School teachers, pianist, ushers,
chorister, as well as preacher and
teacher, the goal of our ministry is
to bring men and women face to
face with and have them united in
His wisdom; to have them united in
Christ.

And so he says, “Whereunto I al-
so labor, striving according to his
working, which worketh in me unto
power. And then we come to one
other statement before we look at
the glory for a little. Being filled,
he says, according to the Philippian
Christian, not only the Christian but
it is the daily experience of being
filled with the fruit of righteousness.
That is what churches need to see.
Beine filled with the fruits of
righteousness. I was a pastor in In-
dianapolis a few years ago and one
of the messenger boys was down ar-
ranging for the sale of calendars
and after we got through with the
business we were talking about we
talked about Jesus. He said, “Some-
time, you know, I would rather deal
with plain men who do not confess
Christ than to deal with Christian

ministers that seem to know noth-
ing of honest business.” What we
need to show men and women, is to
show themy the fruits of righteous-
ness in our lives. If anyone ought to
show it, it is the preacher. Being
filled with the fruits of righteous-
ness! Where will we get them? We
get them on the tree of Righteousness
by the Holy Ghost, “unto the glory
and praise of God.

Turning from the blessing for a
little—don't lose the blessing— but
let us see the glories. We are about
to dedicate through the grace of God
a building for the service of God
and that building will be only of the
utmost value only as it is a sanctu-
ary of God’s presence and filled with
the presence of God’s glory. T won-
der as we dedicate the building, if
their God be the Lord of those
things that are going to be taught
in the building. It isn’t the building
God wants to fill, it is the human
life. Let us pray that every room
will be filled with the presence of
God and every life a sanctuary of
God’s dwelling.

The Israelites had been delivered
from Pharaoh and were traveling in

the wilderness. God wanted a place
to dwell in their midst, even if they
were traveling through the wilder-
ness. God didn’'t want to leave His
people. He said, I would like to
dwell in your midst. Build me a
tabernacle.” The people brought the
offerings and the tabernacle was
built. The people had been faithful
in bringing their offerings. After it
was finished, there was no need of
an offering. All the needs had been
supplied.

We have this testimony of the
building of the temple, “Then &
cloud covered the tent of the con-
gregation, and the glory of the Lord
filled the tabernacle. And Moses
was not able to enter into the tent
of the congregation, because the
cloud abode thereon, and the glory
of the Lord filled the tabernacle.”
Now, that was a special case. What
was the explanation of itZ Why
does the Holy Spirit say “Then the
It was
ipon all

blessed them.” D :
the work.” What does tha
Moses finished the work? M
the pattern from God. Then
altar had to be set up, the laver, and

the golden candle sticks, then the
table of shew bread; then in the in-
ner chamber where the Shekinah

glory filled the room, they put the
ark and the mercy seat. Then Moses
took a special insight over all this
and Moses finished the work.

Thank God for the entrance into
the house. They couldn’t get in ex-
cept by the shedding of blood. Only
the representatives, the priests could
get in. They went in there only
once a year and then only after they
had been sprinkled by the blood of
a lamb. Oh, that there may be com-
munion with God and that every
heart that dwells and labors here
i1l shut out all else but God him-
eclf, that He may be supreme!

And then, we turn over from the
tabernacle of the wilderness jour-
neys and we see established in their
kingdom first David, then king Saul,
and later his son Solomon. “And
Solomon built a house for the Lord
and finished it ‘“Solomon stood
before the altar of the Lord in the
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presence of the congregation and
dedicated the house.” And it says,
“That the cloud filled the house of
the Lord. . . . for the glory of the
Lord had filled the house of the
Lord.”

It came to pass. What was it?
So was in it the work that King
Solomon made in the presence of
the Lord. The house had to be filled
with special glory which David his
father had dedicated. Nothing was
withheld. All had been dedicated to
God. It was brought all that belonged
to him. (Are we withholding any-
thing that may belong to God for
whom we have given our lives? It
may be time, or service that God
has asked of us and we haven't giv-
en it to Him for His temple, and un-
til that is done the house isn't fin-
ished.) The house was of beautiful
architecture and when everything
was brought into place then the
glory of God filled the house of the
Lord, so that even the priests
couldn’t stand to minister because
of the cloud.

Then we look into the future a
bit. Some of us, perhaps all of us
may be caught up. We see from the
Word that we have yet to see the
temple of the Millennial Age, ac-
cording to Gdd’s plan and ‘under
God’s orders. God was showing
Ezekiel about it and we read this
glorious testimony concerning the
temple in the Word of God, “Then
he brought me to the door of the
gate of the Lord’s house, I saw as
it were the appearance of fire, and
it tad brightness round about it
This was the appearance of the like-
ness of the glory of the Lord.” Did
you ever see any of it? Do vou re-
member that time when vou were
saved or when you witnessed a
great blessing? Do you remember
how the grass looked greener, and
the birds sang more sweetly but
when there came a cloud, the world
could not see but you could see be-
cause God had filled you with His
glory. “The spirit took me up and
brought me into the inner court.”
Thank God, we don’t have to stand
outside for these visions, The spir-
it of God will pick you up and take
vou into the inside: and you can see
the inside in the Millennial Temple.
“I heard him speaking unto me”—
He went on and told them how the
worship should be conducted, how

the life should be lived. As the
prophet later looked, he trembled
at God's word, He said, “I fell up-
on my face.,” Then, again, God
spoke to him. Oh, that we might in
these days when the world is rush-
ing on have such a vision of God and
let God speak to our hearts, forget
even the temple, forget the symbols
of worship, just see and hear his
voice! Go out in the glory of that
spirit where we can look up and see
Jesus.

May we look just for a little in
the passage in the 85th Psalm. We
read concerning the salvation of
God, “Surely his salvation is nigh
them that fear him: that glory may
dwell in our land.” Did you know
that glory ddesn't need to dwell
simply in Bethany Hall. It can dwell
in the stores, in the shops, on the
farm; everywhere the children of
God dwell. Surely His salvation is
nigh unto them that fear Him. That
is what brings glory to God. When
you and I are tempted to talk im-
patiently, His glory fills our souls
and we are checked. When you and
I are tempted to worry His salva-
tion overcomes and brings a shout
of victory. When we are tempted
to criticize somebody, then we re-
member we are the Lord’'s and if
their bodies are redeemed, should
we criticize anybody whom His blood
tas bought? Glory will dwell in
our land. Blessed be the name of
the Lord!

Then another one over in Isaiah,
the sixth chapter, “I saw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the
temple.” It is when God sits on the
throne of your life that His glory is
revealed in you. “I saw the glory,
and when I heard the seraphim cry-
ing.” What did the seraphim say?
They exalted the holiness and the
sovereignty of God. Then we have
the result. “Holy, holy, holy, fs
the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is
full of his glory.” Beloved, it is
just to the extent that the children
of God reveal His holiness and rec-
oznize His sovereignty that the glory
of God will shine out in the whole
earth. Now there is so much seen
on earth, but some day it is going
to fill the whole earth.

Then we must look at the glorious
victories in the New Jerusalem. 1
love that city with its gates of gold,

its walls of jasper, and of precious
stones. But, I like it most because
you see the city in the light of the
throne, the glory of God and the
light of the Lamb. The Lamb of
God seated upon the throne will
give glory not only in the city but
to every hungry man and woman
down here. Oh, let us adore Him,

Then there are two others in
closing. May I call your attention
to Psalm 72: 18, 19, *“Blessed be
the Lord God, the God of Israel,
who only doeth wondrous things.
And blessed be his glorious name
forever: and let the whole earth be
filled with his glory; Amen and
Amen.” With these two views we
bring our message to a close. The
brethren have labored for the build-
ing of the house. The contractors
and workmen have followed the
plans of the architect and many
friends have given for the paying
for the house, but, in it all and
through it all, the benefit and bless-
ing that the house, Bethany Hall,
will be, will be because of the bless-
ing of the Gospel of Christ which
flows into it in the blessing of Christ
and flows out in service; because of
the glory of God. May I use one il-
lustration.

During Christmas vacation in one
of our Bible schools in the Philip-
pine Islands, the students go out,
two by two in fvangelistic work.
After the vacation, two of the boys
who returned reported that two hun-
dred people turned to the Lord after
hearing the message for the first
time. They said to the boys as they
were about to go back to the train-
ing school, “You must send someone
back to teach us because we know
nothing of this way. You will have
to send somebody to teach wus.”
They sent back two men to teach
them. They found a building which
had been builded to the honor of a
man. It was a structure of about
five hundred capacity. They said,
“Since we have dicided to follow
Jesus we will use this building to
worship Him.” Two hundred peo-
ple gathered on the first Sunday to
worship God.

They are building all over the
world wherever they have a chance
to worship. There are many build-
ings being builded to the worship of
idols until someone brings them the
message of Jesus Christ.
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The Afghan Frontier

By Rev. Clyde Bowman

HIS great frontier is territory
6 open to the Gospel and a

gate-way to Afghanistan, It
is a large stretch of country lying
on the extreme north-west of the
Indian Empire. Her peoples, man-
ners, customs, and even her appear-
ances are very unlike the Indian. Her
frontier border lines present a chal-
lenge to the Christian Church that
must not be overlooked. The west-
ern side is bordered by Persia for
520 miles. In this great Persian
territory, that is open to the Gospel,
but few have heard the story and
to date very little Gospel work is
being done in evangelizing these
peoples. The northern frontier bor-
ders Afghanistan for a distance of
793 miles. Quite different from the
Persian border is this frontier. The
power of Mohammedanism forbids a
Christian to enter her land.  Oh,
what a challenge to our faith and
obedience in this late hour of the
night. A land without the Gospel,
without a single messenger of the
cross, and furthermore forbidding
our entering.

Of this frontier, Baluchistan oc-
cupies an area of 134.638 square
miles. This vast expanse of coun-
try for the most part is lying bar-
ren, therefore making it very diffi-
cult to travel. There are three kinds
of country. The plains are very
hot during the summer months and
the temperature registers from 118
to 128 in the shade. - Then there
are the mountains which are snow
clad much of the winter. During the
summer nothing seems to thrive on
them except the camel thorn. Again
there are the valleys where the soil
is good and by irrigation they pro-
duce a variety of grains, vegetables
and the best of fruits, especially
grapes. Because of the deficient
water supply, however, the greater
part of the country is dry and bar-
ren.

The people live in small villages
from 100 to 200 in population. The
villages are a collection of mud huts
with a mud wall around them. The
valleys are spotted with such places.
During the warmer months many of
the people desert their huts and live

in “Kishdig™ tents made of goat or
camel skins. They are a strong pe€o-
ple but only about two per cent can
read or write. Their main occupa-
tion is the keeping of sheep and
goats which graze from the camel
thorn. Where water is available they
farm small plots of ground,

The bulk of the population is
Mohammedan; Islam claiming 97
per cent of the indigenous people.
Shrines dedicated for their worship
are dotted all over the country
which are flocked to by the people
of the neighborhood, and each one
is supposed to possess some holy
charm or helping power. Some of
these are dedicated to the memory
of dogs. One day as we were pass-
ing one we were much impressed by
the significance of a hand carved of
wood extending on a pole about tén
feet above the mud wall. This hand
to us represented the multitudes of
this great frontier seeking God
through their prophet Mohammed,
believing that God is, but seeking
Him in vain therefore continuing in
their sin and shame,

In this great and needy pioneer
mission field of Baluchistan and
Baluchistan-Afghan border there are
only four missionaries laboring
among the village people. Rev. and
Mrs. Talmage Wiley, Mrs. Bowman
and myself of the Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance mission. Baluchis-
tan presents an open door. Afghan-

istan is a forbidden country to both
Christians and Christian work. This
makes our responsibility greater.
One vast field open to the Gospel
and not evangelized. Another closed
to the Gospel with Satanic power
challenging Christendom. We are at
the battle’s front where we touch the
tribesmen who come down from Af-
ghanistan with their caravan loads
of fruit and rugs to Chaman and
Quetta, In Chaman we have an or-
ganized church with an Indian pas-
tor. Through this avenue we give
them the Gospel and in Quetta val-
ley at Sheikh Mandah as our head-
quarters station we shall be able to
branch out through this great fron-
tier, As a whole the people do mot
welcome the missionary, but we are
olad to say that a few do and we
earnestly covet ydur prayers that
God may enable us to give these
precious souls, for whom Christ died,
the Gospel that they too might
share, with us, in Him.

We praise God for the good old
B. T. S., what she stands for and
for the characters molded there and

sent, as living vessels of honor,
world wide. Since our arrival to
this remote corner of the world

many times we have thanked God
for the time spent there and for the
glorious blessing which molded and
enriched our lives for the task be-
fore us; also for the blessed fellow-
ship of the faculty and students
which T am sure is a continued
blessing, May we ever pray and give
that the glorious Gospel may soon
reach the uttermost part of the
woorld.

Comfort

in Trials

By Rev. Chris J. Gerig

“When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee.” Thus
opens that wonderful verse in Isaiah
43:2. He is here speaking to the
redeemed people of God and in the
verse discloses a number of things
that concern them.

A fact intimated,—there are
trials for the child of God. God
sometimes allows certain trials and
tests in order to try our faith. Trial
may be called the school of faith, to
make us more like the Master.
Sometimes testing comes to awaken

us out of a luke warm condition.
Joseph's brothers take thought of
their past sins when deep trouble
comes. Recently in our community,
a man was brought back to God
through a severe sickness. Then,
trials are often permitted in order
that we might be humbled before
God, Job was a good man but per-
haps too much aware of it. Trials
and a vision of God brought him low
in humility before God. God knows
what iz best and so uses such means
to keep us in the way and to ac-
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complish His eternal purpose in us.

God’'s order expressed,—we are to
pass through not stick in the trials.
Man is likely to look upon trials in
the wrong way and as a result be-
comes discouraged. The love of
many is indeed waxing cold be-
cause they stick in the trial. God
expects of us that we go through
and not stop. He has gone so far
as to say that if we turn back, we
are not fit for the kingdom of God.
Discouragement kills the spiritual
life of many Christians, but God de-
sires that we go through and not
give up. Isaac Watts, as a boy, was
discouraged by his father to write
verse and so strong did his father
become in his attempt to make him
quit writing that he threatened the
rod. But Watts kept on in spite of the
trials and gave to us some of the
great hymns of the Christian faith.
Man’s duty is to commit himself to
God and to His providence, resting
quietly in His will.

The comforting thought,—*I will
be with thee.” No one of us is
called upon to go through any trial
alone. If it were so, we might in-
deed be discouraged. But He goes
with us and helps us through the dif-
ficulty. The Lord is God and is able
to deliver His people. “The eternal
God is our refuge,” therefore trust
and do not worry. The Lord is the
deliverer of His people (Psa. 34) and
knows how to deliver (II Pet. 2:9).
Furthermore, God will not suffer His
own to be tempted above their abil-
1y to bear. He promises to be -
wall of fire round about us, He will
make the crooked places straight,
His grace is sufficient,—yea, He will
be with His own to the end of the
age. May the Lord grant each of
us to take our troubles to Him and
to leave them there. “When thou
passest through the waters, I will
be with thee.”

Bible Training School News

N THIS second term the
Lord’s blessing has been up-
on the School in a special

way, but wherever God works

the Devil is present also.

There were three cases of small
pox in school and one of the stu-
dents contracted scarlet fever while
at the hospital. The Lord has been
very precious during these trying
times and we can truly say the
curses have been turned into bless-
ings.

* & K

The death of Allen Frey which
occurred on March 20, brought sor-
row to all of our hearts. Mr. Frey
was a sincere Christian who loved
his Lord dearly. We cannot under-
stand why the Lord took him, but
we know that His ways are higher
than our ways.

Members of the B. T. S. Athletic
Club have written the following
words of Mr. Frey:

“We would say but a few words
in memory of him. He was an ath-
lete—possibly the most robust
among us; a sportsman who asked
no quarter but a chance to play the
game; a Christian gentleman—than
which name our tongues ean find no
higher token of regard. We pray
that we may be as faithful unto God
as was our chum.”

In Memory of Allen Frey:
Our little systems have their day;
They have their day and cease to be;
They are but broken lights of Thee;
And Thou, O Lord, art more than

they.

Strong Son of God, immortal Love,

Whom we, that have not seen Thy
face,

By faith, and faith alone, embrace:

Believing where we cannot prove.”
—In Memoriam, by Tennyson.

Program for B. T. S. Commencement Week

Baccalaureate Service, Sunday evening, May 18, at 8:00.
' Speaker, Rev. Jacob Hygema.

The Annual Musical Recital, Wednesday evening, May 21,

at 8:00.

Fellowship Circle Meeting, Thursday evening, May 22, at

8:00.

Commencement Exercises,

10:30.

Friday morning, May 23, at

All these services will be held Central Standard Daylight
Saving time at The First Missionary Church of Fort Wayne.

Mr. Harold Wiswell held a two
weeks revival beginning on March 9,
at Avilla, Ind. The Lord blessed his
ministry and gave a Holy Ghost re-
vival,

* & %

The Mission Band officers for this
cerm) are: president, Dale Baggs; vice
president, Elsie Rupp; secretary,
Mardell Niswander; treasurer, Bert
Eicher; chorister, Harold Wiswell ;
pianist, Marguerite Steiner; cur-
ators, Artimese Church and Emery
Masters.

We have been very fortunate in
obtaining Mission Band speakers.
The following ones have addressed
us: Rev. Thomas Davies, a member
of last year's faculty, who is now
pastor of the Methodist Church at
Angola, Ind.; Rev. F. B. Whisler, a
missionary from India; Rev. Eash,
executive secretary of the Congo In-
land Mission; Rev. John Clark, a
missionary from South America;
Rev. H. E. Nelson of Beulah Beach,
Ohio, and Mrs. Robertson of Pan-
dora, Ohio.

* & W

The girls are enjoying their new
homes in Bethany Hall to the fullest
extent. They have taken great in-
terest in furnishing and making
their rooms as attractive as possible.
Rev. Snead remarked, “The rooms
in Bethany Hall are beautifully fur-
nished and occupied.”

The boys are also glad that they
can be in the Administration Build-
ing. It is much more convenient
than rooming in different homes.

* & %

Bessie Banks who finished her
course in January is taking nursee’
training at Leila Y, Post Montgom-
ery Hospital, Battle Creek, Mich.

* k%

Twin sons, Manvel Allan and
John Richard, were born to Mr. and
Mrs. John Robison, March 20. Mr.
Robison was graduated in the class
of 28, and Mrs. Robison was also
a former student.

* % ®

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ummel and
daughter have recently returned from
Africa, where they have served one
term.

* * ¥k

A daughter, Carolyn Ann, was

born to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Klopf-
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enstein on March 2. Mrs, Klopfen-
stein was graduated with the class
of ’26 and Mr. Klopfenstein with
the class of '27.

* ¥ ¥k

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Armin
Steiner, class of ’26, a daughter,
Christine Joyce on April 8.

* ¥ *

Although the anniversary week
had to be postponed until March 18,
we feel that the blessings we re-
ceived more than made up for the
apparent disappointment.

Some of the speakers that had
been scheduled to come were not
able to be present. Rev. Ziemer of
Toledo, Ohio, gave us some stirring
messages on prophecy. On the open-
ing night of the meetings he spoke
on ‘“Redemption Completed”. He
stated that redemption is God’s per-
fect plan from eternity. Rev. Ziem-
er brought another stirring message

on Wednesday afternoon on the sub-
ject ‘Bethlehem or Calvary” in
which he showed that Christ was not
born to live for He had an eternal
existence, but He was born to die.
On Thursday evening Rev. Ziemer
delivered an address on “Satan’s
Masterpiece—Anti Christ”. Dr, John
Paul, president of Taylor Univer-
sity, addressed us on Wednesday
evening. He used as his text the
verse, “The entrance of Thy words
giveth light”, and he brought out
clearly the difference between tran-
scendent  and non-transcendent
knowledge. Rev. A. C. Snead of New
York City addressed us for the first
time on Thursday afternoon. He used
as 'his line of thought throughout
¢he meetings the words found in
Timothy 4:5, “Fulfill thy ministry”.
His messazes were all very helpful,
especially to a group of young peo-
ple who are expecting to go out in-

. Rev.

to the service of the Lord. We de-
termined more than ever that we
would fulfill our ministries to the
honor and glory of God by His grace
and help. The services on Sunday
were well attended. Rev. Snead ad-
dressed us both in the morning and
afternoon. Rev. J. E. Ramseyer,
president of the School, made a few
remarks in the afternoon following
Snead’s message, after which
we proceeded to Bethany Hall where
Rev. Ramseyer offered the dedicator-
izl prayer. The last speaker of the
anniversary week was Rev. C. L.
Eicher of the Chicago Tabernacle.
As well as giving us a stirring mes-
sage, he made an appeal for finances
to which the econgregation heartily
responded. The Lord has been very
gracious in giving us Bethany Hall
and we want to praise Him for all
the blessings that we enjoyed dur-
ing the anniversary week. —E. P.

The Bible and Sanctification

“Wherefore Jesus olso that he might
sanctify the people with his own blood,
suffered without the gate.” Heb. 13:12.

ANCTIFICATION is one of
@ the most practical and im-

portant subjects dealt with in
the Word of God. A large portion
of the Seripture is devoted to it
both in the Old and the New Testa-
ments. The word ‘“sanctify” in
some of its forms oceurs 170 times
in the Bible; ‘holy” or “holiness’
about 600 times; and “purity” and
“cleansing” about 650 times, mak-
ing a total of over 1,400 times we
find reference to this theme in the
Word of God.

The theme is important, because
it has to do with our own personal
relationship to God, and is one of
the first essentials in our prepara-
tion and qualification for usefulness
in the Master’s service. If we are
to send portions to them for whom
nothing has been prepared, we must
first “eat the fat and drink the
sweet” ourselves. If from us are to
flow rivers of living waters, we must
first come unto the Fountain Head
and drink. If we are to be witness-
es unto Him unto the uttermost
parts of the world, we must first tar-

By Rev. J. D. Williams

ry at Jerusalem until endued with
power from on high. If we are to
be used to feed His hungry sheep,
we must first declare our personal
love for Him. When Christ met the
backslidden and discouraged apostle
after His resurrection, He first pro-
pounds to him, three times, the
searching question, “Lovest thou
me?’ and only after he has three
times avowed his own personal love
for the Master, does Jesus restore
him to a place of fellowship and
service, and commission him to go
forth to feed His needy sheep.

Dr. Hugh T. Kerr, in speaking of
the “True Missionary Motive,"” once
said, “Devotion to Jesus Christ has
sent men and women to the ends
of the earth and has kept them
there. Such devotion is the onmly
adequate motive to send them and
to keep them there to-day. One
does not need to know intimately
non-Christian lands to be fired with
missionary zeal. One needs to
know Christ, and to hold the death-
less conviction that He is able to
save unto the uttermost. When this
Jove burns true, missionary educa-
tion, missionary recruiting, mission-
ary budgets will all be adequate for
the business of the Kingdom.” Serip-

tural sanctification, therefore, is the
only true motive to inspire to Chris-
tian service either at home or abroad,
therefore its importance in all our
Bible teaching and convention work.

The answer to three brief, but
vital, questions will guide us in the
course of our discussion of this
theme, namely, What? When? How?
What is sanctification? When does it
take place? How is it accomplished?

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION?

This is a question easy to ask,
but difficult to answer. The Apostle
Paul, in looking for its answer, cries
out in the eclosing words of the sev-
enth chapter of Romans, “Who shall
deliver me from the body of this
death?” The answer at once comes
ringing baek, “I thank God, through
Jesus Christ.”” He caught a vision
of sanctification not as a blessing,
but as a Person; the indwelling of
a Divine Being—*Christ in you the
hope of glory.”

Separation, The first and obvious
meaning of the word itself is, “‘sep-
aration from moral defilement,” as
expressed in II Corinthians 6:17,
“Come out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
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touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you.” Also I John 2:
15, “Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him.” If we
are to know the joys of the abiding
life, and what it means to walk in
fellowship and communion with Him,
we must yield a glad surrender to
the conditions required in His Word,
and relax our grasp upon the vain
and trifling things that wither and
decay.

An humble Spirit-filled follower of
Christ gave testimony in a prayer
meeting on one occasion concerning
the life of vietory and satisfaction in
Christ. A friend who had not yet
learned the secret was heard to say,
“I would give the world for that
brother’s testimony, but I do not
seem. to be able to attain to it.” The
good brother replied, “That is just
what it cost me—the world—and
yvou can have it for the same price.”

Consecration. Again sanctification
means consecration or dedication, It
is not only separation from the
things that displease Him, but a full
consecration of our redeemed pow-
ers to the Master. It means to pre-
sent our bodies a living sacrifice
(Rom. 12:1), and to realize that we
are not our own, but are bought with
a price; therefore, we should glorify
God in our bodies.

Filling. Sanctification means also
the filling of the Spirit, or to be more
specifie, the baptism with the Holy
Ghost. “If ye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live.” It is the indwelling of
the Holy Ghost that accomplishes
the work in our hearts. “Ye shall re-
ceive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you, (Acts 1:8).
It was this power that was lacking
in the eloquent Apollos, when
Aquilla and Priscilla expounded to
him more fully the way of God. It
was this power that the Ephesian
disciples failed to know when Paul
inquired of them, “Have ye received
the Holy Ghost since ye believed?”
When they acknowledged their ig-
norance and lack, he laid hands on
them and they received the Holy
Ghost. It is this power that the
Church of Christ needs to-day to
give victory and overcoming grace
in the lives of His professing chil-

dren, and to empower them to be
witnesses unto Him even unto the
uttermost parts of the world.

WHEN DOES SANCTIFICATION
TAKE PLACE?

To this question, a variety of an-
swers have been given. A great
many excellent Bible teachers claim
that it takes place at conversion. That
after the experience of regenera-
tion, there is no further crisis in the
Christian life, but only a gradual
and progressive growth in grace and
in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Still other good people hold
that sanctification may never be
hoped for on this side of the grave,
but that there is something in the
article of death that will sanctify the
soul and prepare it for that Holy
City where sin can never enter. Still
others elaim that it is an instantane-
ous experience, and others that it is
a gradual process and growth. What
then shall be our attitude toward
this difficult question as to the time
sanctification takes place? The Word
of God, when its complete testimony
is considered, seems clearly to teach
that sanctification is first a ecrisis,
then a process; that it is both in-
stantanecus and progressive.

(a) In the sense of separation,
it may be instantaneous. The Apos-
tle eried out, “God forbid that I
should glory save in the cross of
Christ, whereby the world is eruci-
fied unto me and I unto the world.”
We may reckon ourselves dead in-
deed to sin and to the pleasures of
this world that would allure us. By
one act of surrender we may let go
the sinful pleasures and follies that
once tempted us, and relinquish them
for His sake.

(b) In the sense of consecration,
it is a crisis. If once we “present
our bodies a living sacrifice” (Rom.
12:1), this dedication may be in a
very rezl sense final and complete.
It is not necessary again and again
to consecrate ourselves to the Lord
if once we have rightly apprehended
the meaninz of this blessed trans-
zction. Like the sacred marriage
vow, it need not be repeated, but a
final committal is made never to be
revoked. If “we take Him"” to be
ours, and we give ourselves to be
His, thank God, even death shall not
part us or “separate us from the

love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”

(¢) In the sense of the baptism
of the Holy Ghost, it is instantane-
ous. Just as the baptism with water
is instantaneous, so may be the bap-
tism with the Holy Ghost. *“John
truly baptized with water, but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence.” At
Pentecost He came as a rushing
mighty wind, and they were all bap-
tized with the Spirit. The Samari-
tan disciples were baptized with the
Spirit when Peter and John laid
their hands on them and prayed for
them. Cornelius and his household
were baptized with the Holy Ghost
while Peter was preaching to them.
So it is also possible for God’s chil-
dren today to be baptized with the
Spirit definitely and permanently
when they yield up all to His con-
trol.

Sanctification as a process, There
is a very real sense in which sancti-
fication is progressive, and after we
have experienced the real crisis of
separation, consecration, and filling
with the Spirit, there is a blessed
end spontaneous growth in grace
that is intensely practical and real.
In II Peter 3:18 we are commanded
to “Grow in grace and in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.” Here is just where so many
of God's children fail. They be-
come stagnant and stereotyped in
their experiences, and cease to ap-
propriate and lay hold of that for
which Christ has apprehended them.
God’s promwise to Joshua was “Every
place that the sole of your foot shall
tread upon, that have I given unto
thee.” They must, however, press
forward to conquest. They must dis-
vossess the thirty-one kings of Ca-
naan and enter into their promised
inheritance. Many battles were yet
to he fought and victories to be
gained. They were promised con-
stant and uninterrupted victory as
they marched forward at their lead-
er's command, but it was no time to
stop and congratulate themselves or
to boast of their attainments.

HOW ARE WE SANCTIFIED?

(a) It is a Divine work. “The very
God of peace sanctify you wholly”
(I Thes. 5:23); Christ gave Himself
for the Church that He might sane-
tify it, (Eph. 5:25); “Jesus also,
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that He might sanctify the people
with his own blood, suffered without
the gate” (Heb. 13:12); “For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2).
It is the work of the Trinity—Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Ghost—as may
be seen in the above Scriptures, It
is not by self-effort or self-culture;
it iz by surrender and yielding to
God.” “Let go and let God.” It is
only as we come to an end of self-
help and despair of all human effort
to improve ourselves, that He un-
dertakes for us and brings about
the desired end. “The battle is not
yours, but the Lord’s.”
““Once it was my working,
His it hence shall be;
Once I tried to use Him,
Now He uses me.”

(b) By the Word. “Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth”
(John 17:17); “Now ye are clean
through the word which I have spok-
en unto you” (John 15:13). The
Word of God is a marvelous factor
in sanctifying the believer. God's
Word shows us our need of cleans-
ing. It is the mirror to reveal to
ourselves the spots and stains that
God sees as he looks upon us with
His perfect standards of holiness.

(¢) By the Blood. “But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin” (I John 1:7). As the Word
reveals our need of cleansing, the
Blood purges us from all sin. It
keeps us cleansed and accepted in
His holy eyes. Thank God for this
cleansing fountain which is always
flowing on our behalf. May we be
ever kept under its power and sing,

“Deeper yet, deeper yet, into the
cleasing flood;

Deeper yet, deeper yet, under the’

precious blood.”

(d) By Chastisement. ‘“For they
verily for a few days chastened us
after their own pleasure; but he for
our profit, that we might be par-
takers of his holiness” (Heb, 12:10);
“Every branch in me that beareth
not fruit he taketh away; and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth
it, that it may bring forth mlore
fruit” (John 15:2). Pruneth it. The
fruit bearing branches require times
of pruning. His own children re-

quire some training, and “whom the
Father loveth he chasteneth.” The
Apostle speaks of a three-fold at-
titude that the child of God may as-
sume toward the chastening of the
Father; he may faint under it; he
may count it light; or he may be
exercised thereby.

(e) By faith. “Purifying their
hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9). It is
by faith that we are sanctified. Not
by great emotions or by demonstra-
tions, but by faith. “Reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead indeed unto
sin.” Like the courageous captain
of an ocean vessel, who may travel
for days under stormy clouds and
overcast heavens, never seeing sunm,
moon or stars, yet reckons the long-
itude by his sensitive instruments,
and, guided by the compass, never
loses his course but steers directly
for the port. So by faith, without
sight ‘or feelihg, we may reckon
upon God and count the work done,
and He makes our reckoning a reali-
ty. It is our hearts that he purifies.
Sanctification is a matter of the
heart rather than the head. We may
not understand all about it, and yet
it may be vitally real and practical.
We do not understand all about the
transmission of sound by radio, but
we may enjoy its benefits and ap-
propriate its advantages and make
use of it in many practical ways. Just
so may we appropriate the benefits
of sanctification even when our poor
minds fail to grasp all its varied
doctrines and difficult theories.

EVIDENCES OF SANCTIFICA-
TION. WHAT THEN?

What are some of the practical
results of sanctification in the life
and conduct of the child of God?
Is it a practical doctrine? “Having
therefore these promises, dearly be-
loved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of
God” (II Cor. 7:1); “But now ye
also put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communi-
cation out of your mouth” (Col. 3:
8). The sanctified believer will ex-
perience a change in his very na-
ture. He will exchange his carnal
mind for the mind of Christ. Vieto-
ry will be realized over the tempta-
tions to give way to anger, wrath,
malice, jealousies and temper. Christ
will take control of the intellect,

affections and will, and reign upon
the throne of his heart, and self,
with all that can be hyphenated with
that term, will be kept in the place
of death and crucifixion.

(b) As it affects our attitude to-
ward the world. The world and
worldly enjoyments and pleasures
will lose their charm when Christ
fills the life and heart. The prob-
lems that at one time vexed and an-
noyed the half-hearted Christian will
all be solved in Christ. All that we
do we will aim to do to the glory
of God, and in the light of the soon-
coming of Christ.

(c) As it affects our tongues. o 6
any man offend not in word, the
same is a perfect man, and able also
to bridle the whole body” (James
3:2). Our words will “be always
with grace, seasoned with salt.”” He
will so control our tongues that we
shall speak those things that will be
unto edification.

(d) As it affects our wills. The
sanctified believer will so yield his
will to the Lord that he will choose
only what God would have him do.
“Let your moderation (vieldedness)
be known unto all men.” He will
give to us such surrender of will
that in everything we can say “Have
Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine
own way!”

(e) As it affects our money. When
the Holy Spirit fell at Pentecost,
they had all things in common, and
there was no lack of funds to carry
forward the work of the Lord. If
God’s children today were all sane-
tified and filled with the Spirit, funds
abundant would be forthcoming for
the evangelization of the world.
Stinginess and all penuriousness
would be put away, and the foreign
missionary treasuries would be filled
for the proclamation of the Gospel
to all lands and for the support of
the cause of Christ, All question-
able methods of raising money would
be eliminated and funds would
flow forth from joyful hearts to sup-
ply every need.

Beloved, have you taken the vital
step? Have you received Christ as
your Sanctifier and as your Victory?
If not, will you let Him come in to-
day in all His fullness, to make your
life what it cught to be for His
glory?
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